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Letters

TOWN SQUARE
It is often said that Pacifica lacks a
town square, a center where
citizens come together as they do in
most small towns to exchange
information, post announcements,
and coordinate assistance for
anyone in need. But in reality,
dedicated workers from local
churches, clubs, organizations and
city programs help keep Pacifica a
humane society for all of its
residents. Pacifica also cares about
its media outlets: the weekly
Pacifica Tribune, the public-access
cable TV channel 26, and the
community Web site,
PacificaRiptide.com. Communica-
tion and cooperation among these
media are critical priorities in
covering the news. Such connec-
tions were put to the test last week
when Tribune Editor & Publisher
Elaine Larsen had a major technol-
ogy crisis that threatened to cancel

printing of the paper, which has never
happened in its 50 years of publica-
tion (except for a one-day delay
during the 1989 Loma Prieta earth-
quake). Things were so bad last week
that the Tribune staff could not access
its own internal text and photo files to
lay out the paper. The Tribune’s
parent company sent over the
corporate geek squad to try fixing the
computers, but the deadline clock was
ticking at the printer. The real crisis
was averted when the Tribune called
on its community resources to bridge
the information gap. Tribune corre-
spondent Jean Bartlett, Tribune
columnist (and Riptide editor &
publisher) John Maybury, and Sports
Editor Horace Hinshaw responded
promptly to Larsen’s SOS call and
resubmitted their stories and photos to
an off-site computer. Hinshaw also
made several trips from his home to
the Tribune office to make sure the
sports pages were finished. And Ed
Vinces of Pacifica Computer Pros
took time out of his busy day to
deliver sports photos from Hinshaw’s
home to the Tribune. Web Editor
Tom Sullivan and Proofreader Julie
Whitman Jones focused and put their
eyes on the prize, which was to get
the paper out on time. Production
guru Bob Loyd went beyond the call
of duty to make it all come together.
In the end, the presses rolled and the
paper hit the newsstands right on
time.

ROCK CAMP
“Congratulations to Mark Sessler, Jay
Michaelis, and all who did such a
great job with Session One of Rock
Camp, at Manor Music. Our little
rocker, one of the Texas Strangers,
had a blast, sharpened his guitar skills,
and learned valuable lessons about
working with a group. As parents, we
enjoyed sharing in his expanded
musical tastes and telling him that
yes, we do know the song ‘London
Calling.’ The concert at the Log Shop
was pure joy—with great music and a
very appreciative audience ranging
from infants to grandparents. Pacifica
is full of extraordinary people, places,
and experiences, and that’s what
makes it such a special place to live
and raise a family. I encourage you,
whether or not you have a little
rocker, to check out the upcoming
Rock Camp concerts at Manor
Music.” (Daphne Lagios and Gary
Acheson)

3 ZERO CAFE
“We were looking for a ‘different’
place to eat and happened upon the 3
Zero Cafe at Half Moon Bay airport.
Widely known for daily breakfast and
lunch, it has very good food and
reasonable prices. Well worth a try,
with a unique setting and great staff
(especially if you have Mark).”
(Glenn and Susan Pierson)

COASTSIDE RECYCLE
“Coastside Scavenger has been
recycling phones, pagers, etc.,
through the County of San Mateo for
years. This collection benefits the
battered-women shelter program of
the county. Just leave your items at
the recycling yard at 1046 Palmetto
Avenue six days a week (51 hours).
Also, remember that we are open on
Wednesday night until 7 during
Daylight Savings Time.” (Chris
Porter, Coastside Scavenger)

EXTREME PIZZA & PBC
Buy Extreme Pizza and raise money
for Pacifica Beach Coalition on the
weekend of August 3- 4. Eat in, order
out, or call for delivery. Mention
Pacifica Beach Coalition (PBC) and
Extreme Pizza donates 20 percent of
all your purchases to PBC (tax
excluded).

FIELD EDUCATORS NEEDED
Save The Bay’s Watershed Education
Program seeks energetic part-time
Field Educators to lead on-the-water
Canoes In Sloughs and Discover The
Bay programs for middle and high
school students, community and
corporate groups, and other Bay Area
residents. Educators will co-lead
educational programming related to
wetlands, watersheds, and the San
Francisco Bay while maintaining a
fun and safe environment for groups
in canoes. (saveSFbay.org.)

NATURE LICENSE PLATE
A new California vanity license plate
will fund Bay Area wildlife, open
space, and outdoor recreation. The
program that will disperse the funds,
if enough people sign up, is the San
Francisco Bay Area Conservancy
Program of the State Coastal Conser-
vancy. Visit bayarealicenseplate.org
or the DMV. (Jake Sigg, Nature
News)

STATE PARK ACCESS
The State Park Access Pass Program
provides a realistic solution to our
state park funding crisis. By making a
modest $10 annual investment in our
state park system, Californians will
receive the benefit of free access to all
state parks and contribute overall to
the improvement of California state
parks. California state parks have not
only been a reservoir of history and
culture but also a safe haven that
protects unique natural resources.
Unfortunately, lack of proper funding
is hampering the state park system
from retaining these resources and its
ability to flourish into the future. Call
your state legislators in the Assembly
and Senate, and let them know you
support the state park access pass
program.

CORRECTION
Thanks to Master Gardener Sharon
Lamparter for this correction. The
Master Gardener Help Line is

available Mondays and Thursdays
(not Monday through Thursday)
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The phone
number is 650-726-9059, exten-
sion 107. The email address is
mgvhelpline@ucdavis.edu.
Master Gardeners are part of the
UC Cooperative Extension
Program (groups.ucanr.org/
sanmateo/)

SWAMI SEZ
“(San Joaquin County Sheriff’s
Department spokesman) Lee
Garcia said the men, who were
drinking alcohol, exceeded the
boat’s capacity, causing it to sink.
He said none of the men wore life
preservers, and some didn’t know
how to swim…Garcia stressed
that boating and alcohol don’t
mix.” (San Francisco Chronicle
story, June 20, about 11 men who
crowded into a 14-foot boat,
which capsized, drowning four of
the men)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Email your stories & photos:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com 
•Breaking news every day:
PacificaRiptide.com
•All my columns online:
PacificaTribune.com,
WanderingAndWondering.com

Frankly
Speaking

Frank Winston,
Pacifica Historical Society

Sunday, August 10 is the date for PCT Channel 26 marathon of
“Footprints of Pacifica”.

Missed one or more episodes of the Pacifica Historical Society’s
award-winning series, “Footprints of Pacifica”? Want to see some of these
episodes again?

You will be able to watch selected shows on the PCT Channel 26
marathon of “Footprints” on Sunday, August 10, from 1:00 p.m.-11:00
p.m. when selected re-runs will be aired.

The weekly broadcasts look at the history, lure and lore of lovely
Pacifica, its character and its characters.

Catch up with the Ocean Shore Railroad, Pacifica’s open space, Sharp
Park Golf Course, or one-on-one interviews with or about a community
newsmaker like Nick Gust and his family-owned landmark restaurant,
Nick’s ... and more.

You will have a chance to see 20 of the 50 shows produced by Kathleen
Manning, hosted by Frank Winston, and presented through the efforts of
a talented crew of volunteer Society members including Bob Twigg
(director), Steve Brown (segment editor and ideographic), Helen James
and Joann Zavoral (camera), Jerry Crow (audio), James Parsons (floor
manager), Chris Miller (video tape operator), and Matthew Kaplan (com-
puter graphics).

All of these are now available on DVDs, so if you know of one you
would like to view, review  or make a gift of, you may obtain a list  and
purchase any of  these through our web site pacificahistory.org or by
contacting producer Kathleen Manning at (415) 509-6685.

I need a drink
Editor:
I must admit, political junkie that I

am, I have yet to catch up on all the
fanfare surrounding Senator Barack
Obama’s ‘Magical Mystery World
Tour.’ I hear it’s been a hoot for you
giddy, Obama-maniacs out there.

 Me? I’m still reeling from a com-
ment he made earlier this month while
giving a speech at a University of Colo-
rado campus. It was a shocking revela-
tion into the mindset of this man: “We
cannot continue to rely on our military
in order to achieve the national security
objectives we’ve set. We’ve got to have
a civilian national security force that’s
just as powerful, just as strong, just as
well-funded.”

A civilian national security force?
And just as powerful as our own mili-
tary? Correct me if I’m wrong but isn’t
this the same Barack Obama who re-
cently professed to being “a citizen of
the world” and has a track record of
aligning himself with anti-military,
American-hating radicals?

Ah but if I could only meet up with
that young woman whose picture was
taken at an anti-Bush rally in Washing-
ton state several years back and featured
in Time magazine. She was holding a
sign that said...BUSH SCARES ME!

Finally, I can now commiserate with
someone who also believes there are
people, scary people out there who make
things  go bump in the night.

Mr. Obama espouses change and
the masses blindly embrace him with-
out  giving much thought to his words.
Desperate for change, are they now?

“Be careful what you wish for. You
might get it.”  (English proverb)

And I sure wish my saloon was still
open. I need a drink.

Frank Cimo
Park Pacifica

Poetry forum
Editor:
The Pacifica Poetry Forum has been

meeting regularly in the downstairs
meeting room of the Sharp Park Library
for several years. Members of the group
have always been very supportive of the
library.

During the past year, a number of
times their schedule has been disrupted,
cancelled and their regular space given
over to other groups. The Pacifica Po-
etry Forum finally decided to cancel
their scheduled meetings at the library
and hold meetings in a member’s beau-
tiful home. When they informed a staff
person that they wished to cancel their
meeting schedule, the only response
they received was “thanks.”

I am very surprised and disappointed
to hear about such a cold and unrespon-
sive attitudinal expression from a Paci-
fica librarian.

I wonder if the Friends of the Library
know about this situation. I feel that
some reasonable explanation should be
forthcoming.

Mary E. Harris
Shelter Cove

TN Car Show
Editor:
The second annual Terra Nova Car

Show took place on Saturday, May 17,
2008. It was a beautiful day and a fun
event, raising over $12,000 to help main-
tain Terra Nova High School’s Indus-
trial Tech Department, including Auto
Tech and Wood Shop classes.

A huge thank you to the committee
comprised of community volunteers that
planned, organized and carried out the
event: Carl Asaro, Paul Spinetti, Drew

Spinetti, Jon Skiles, Jim Rousch, Ed
Sickinger, Auggie Sickinger, Alan
Conlon, Pete Yoes and Spencer Yoes.

We would also like to thank the
many community businesses and indi-
viduals who donated their time, funds
and items to help with the event and
raffle prizes. A special thanks to the
sponsors who made the event possible:
Jim’s Mobile Steam Cleaning, Paul
Slattery General Contractor, Dave and
Lou’s Service, Dial Glass and Window
Company, Car Crazy Promotions, Paci-
fica Lumber, What It Is Body and Paint,
John the Sign Guy, Staar Roofing, Pa-
cific Circle Construction, Hilders Build-
ers, Baby Face Boxing, Common’s Auto
Parts, MT Tattoo, Joe Angelini — Farm-
ers Insurance, Wyotech, Dudley Perkins
Harley Davidson, Marinos Construc-
tion, Chuck Gerughty C.P.A., Van-Go
Painting, Inside Garage and JLK Preci-
sion Motorcycles.

You all made it happen. We look
forward to another successful car show
next year.

Brent Crowley and Pat Davis
Terra Nova High School
Industrial Tech Department

Collective
Punishment

Editor:
The City Council July 14 voted to

place a major hurdle for anyone wishing
to speak on a non agenda issue before
their body. Easy and reliable access to
Public Oral Communications gives the
citizen a prime opportunity for posing
issues, expressing their concerns, prob-
lems and ideas to their elected represen-
tatives. An open forum of this kind
fundamentally contributes to the demo-
cratic health of the community.

Mayor Vreeland and the other City
Council members, challenged by the
disruptive behavior of a few individu-
als, decided to change the agenda order
by placing Oral Communications after
Public Hearings instead of having it at
the beginning. The City Staff and Coun-
cil rationalized this draconian change
on the grounds that it will give them
time to finish the city’s public business.

Council, in its attempt to control
rude, disorderly individuals by moving
Oral Communications to an undeter-
mined time, and perhaps a late hour, has
tossed out the baby with the dirty water.
The baby is democracy.  Many citizens
who otherwise would come to speak
during early Orals will now bow out
because of the added burden.

For more than thirty years, Oral Com-
munications has been near the begin-
ning of the agenda. It has remained
fixed in this position thru many turbu-
lent periods. In spite of the many contro-
versial issues, the Council (in my
memory) has always kept Oral Com-
munications at the beginning.

Please join with me in asking the
City Council to reverse their 14 July
decision and place Oral Communica-
tions back where it belongs, near the
beginning of the Council Agenda. We
must also insist that Mayor Vreeland
and City Council via the police act with
the resolve necessary to restrain disrup-
tive behavior.

Noel Blincoe
Pacific Manor

Kaboom
Editor:
The Pacifica predetermined

biodiesel production facility to be inte-
grated with our Waste Water Treatment
Plant (WWTP) hearing is available on
the CA Coastal Commission website
under video archives
www.coastal.ca.gov,  July 11, 2008
complete, 8 minutes in, 55 minutes to
view.

Our City Staff Report showed no

opposition to the project - not that there
wasn’t any, they just chose to exclude
opposition. Opposition letters were re-
ceived directly by the Coastal Commis-
sion, and thoughtful members of this
community were at the San Luis Obispo
hearing to express concerns of site fea-
sibility, safety, maintenance, the mar-
ket, glycerin byproduct, and transpar-
ency of process. Mayor Vreeland dis-
counted all these Pacifica speakers even
before they spoke.

Mayor Vreeland represented the City
of Pacifica and the applicant Whole
Energy Fuels jointly. The applicant
Whole Energy Fuels included their
President, Research Engineer, and Con-
sultant, Scott Holmes (former Pacifica
WWTP Chief Engineer).

The Coastal Commission approved
the project with conditions, being care-
ful to stay within their regulatory over-
sight, and deferring all other issues to
the lead agency, the City of Pacifica.

Contrary to what Nancy Hall said in
the Tribune 7/16, this was not a “vote of
confidence from the Coastal Commis-
sion”; and, concerned citizens who op-
pose the project are just that, concerned
and responsible.  In fact at the hearing
Nancy Hall was the only a “citizen”
fully in support of this project, and she
failed to disclose her relationship with
Whole Energy Fuels as “the plan origi-
nator, designer, and part of the develop-
ment team,” (these are her words).

Thus, the City is moving forward to
connect a grease refinery with our only
wastewater treatment plant, which
sometimes doesn’t work that well.
Whole Energy Fuels is a distributor that
has never built even one biodiesel refin-
ery, much less integrated such a refinery
with a WWTP.

Was this project “vetted” (evalu-
ated) under conditions that an ordinary
citizen would understand? No, the
project didn’t go through our City Plan-
ning Commission, and did not have an
Environment Impact Report.  There was
no early publicity, details were buried in
the City Council Agenda, and inter-
ested parcel owners who pay the bill
were not sent any notification of consid-
ered changes to the WWTP. So, if you
think you didn’t hear about this 3 year
planned project until recently, you didn’t.

In 2006 the WWTP installed a 4,000
square foot concrete slab foundation for
a “storage room”; in retrospect that in-
stallation must have been in contempla-
tion of the planned biodiesel refinery.
The 2007-08 budget detail shows that
the WWTP paid-out $135,000 to
“biodiesel,” and received $75,000 from
a “biodiesel CARB grant” (the grant
would have been applied for at an ear-
lier date). At the Coastal Commission
hearing Mayor Vreeland said “we” re-
ceived an additional $620,000 grant from
the California Air Resources Board
(CARB). Actually the CARB grant will
go to Whole Energy Fuels if their refin-
ery is operational by 7/2009. Then, “we”
the WWTP beneficiaries will receive
the return of our $135,000 advanced to
them.  For the risk and expense “we” the
WWTP beneficiaries will also receive a
forgettable deal of 5.6 percent of Whole
Energy profits in the form of kilowatts,
biofuel, or cash.

The idea promoted by Mayor
Vreeland is interesting, but the details
and the process are problematic, with
parcel owners placed in a position of
guaranteeing the risk.  And, the poten-
tial risk exposure is more serious than
that. My friend with a Nuclear Engi-
neering degree puts it another way:
“Kilowatt augmenting biodiesel over-
loaded oil machine = KABOOM!

Kathy Meeh
Sun Valley

Cautious
Courage

Editor:

Wow, the times they are a changing.
I must say that I am disturbed that the
Planning Commission has arbitrarily
moved its oral communications to the
end of the hearing process. There was
no need whatsoever to do this. It is also
my understanding that this action was at
the advice of the planning director, with
the intent of this symbolic gesture, to
inspire the council to do likewise.

The city council, commissions and
committee’s primary function is to be a
liaison between the community and city
business, providing the public the op-
portunity to participate in moving the
city forward, positively, in regards to
the health, safety and well being of the
community.

The early schedule of oral commu-
nications has always been an element of
respect and courtesy, and above all, a
acknowledgment of the communities
valuable input.

I trust the council will exercise a
cautious courage,  to thwart periodic
intimidation that may perpetrate the sub-
ordination of a traditional public pro-
cess, such as early oral communica-
tions.

Ron Maykel
Rockaway Beach

Public discourse
Editor:
Two weeks ago I wrote a letter to the

editor regarding the “erosion of rea-
soned public discourse.”

In his response, Jeff Simons has
illustrated my point. Instead of discuss-
ing the issue on its merits, he launched
into a personal attack, which included
false accusations of unethical behavior
and mischaracterizations of my views
on dog issues.

I’d like to say “case closed” and
leave it at that. However, Mr. Simons
dredged up accusations from October
2002 made by Suzanne Valente.  As I
said back then, I’d prefer to ignore these
personal attacks, but they have serious
implications and must be rebutted.  Like
his predecessor, Simons claims I used
my position at EPA to influence the
outcome of a decision made by the City.
As I responded back in 2002, what I said
and did is a matter of public record. The
letter I wrote to the City is dated May 8,
2002, and simply reminded the City of
its obligation to comply with the Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) in the matter of opening Sharp
Park to dogs.

Furthermore, I am on the record as
supporting the creation of a dog park in
Pacifica and opening Sharp Park beach
to offleash dog use (provided the sea-
sonal use by gulls and terns is pro-
tected). This was published in the Tri-
bune in October 2007 in response to a
letter to the editor from Jeri Flynn.

Just what all this has to do with
people acting out at City Council meet-
ings escapes my imagination. Mr.
Simons’ misrepresentation of my posi-
tions on these matters is off base, out of
line, and not related to the issue of
inappropriate behavior at Council meet-
ings (and in other public forums, for that
matter).

Paul Jones
Linda Mar

A ‘hard time’
Editor:
I am writing to protest the procedure

approved by the City Council to place
oral communications from citizens and
Council communications at the end of
the Council meetings.

I understand that Council is having a
hard time with “protesters” who only
want to say negative things about cur-
rent members and their work but forc-
ing them to wait until the end of the
meeting will not get rid of them.  It will
only make them angrier and more diffi-

cult to handle.
The speakers who have been giving

us problems will be the ones to wait
until the end of the meeting; the old and
ill and timid will leave.  And this will
leave us with a one-sided view of things
and will discriminate against Senior
Citizens who, with their experience and
often  the best ideas, will be forced to
leave before the end of the council meet-
ing, which may be 10:30 or 11 p.m.

Members of the Council are there
anyway until the end of the meeting, so
it really doesn’t matter if they hear their
citizens first or last.  Their citizens,
many old  or busy or weak, however
would be free to stay or leave as they
choose after their 3 minutes are over.

 It would be a wise thing to rescind
the previous ruling—until there is more
public notification that the matter will
come up—until after the election be-
cause this could be an election issue and
make the Council open to criticism be-
cause at least one of the people this is
aimed against is a candidate for Coun-
cilman and, no matter how we feel
about him or his candidacy, we are
legally bound to grant him the same
“free speech” as other speakers or the
Council members themselves.  First the
Council changed the limit of 3 minutes
for their communications set forth in the
agenda but now they limit the effective-
ness of oral communications from the
public by placing it at the end of the
meeting,

This would also evade the issue of
how we deal with argumentative oral
communications speakers.  Instead of
arguing with them and fueling their
anger, just let them go on for three
minutes and enforce the signal for the
end of their speech.

If they refuse to stop, remind them
that a policeman is  in attendance to
escort them out of the meeting.  This
worked during a previous meeting and
it will work again. If we force them to
wait for any confrontation, it will only
be worse because of the frustration of
waiting until the end of the meeting.

 This is Election time, a time we
want to remind our voters of what a fair
and responsible Council we have.  The
Council can send that message by revis-
iting the issue of placing public com-
ment at the end of the agenda and re-
verse its decision in light of public op-

position which would continue the en-
tire trial period of this harmful proce-
dure to haunt us right up to Election
Day. Council should show its confi-
dence in our citizens and appreciation
of their imput by returning them to the
top of the agenda.

Anna Boothe
 Park Pacifica

Teach your
children well

Editor:
The well known adage, “honesty is

the best policy” does not necessarily
apply in all of life’s venues. I sadly was
made aware of this a few weeks ago in
court.

On the last day of December my van
was parked in the Safeway Manor park-
ing lot.  As I came out, a woman ap-
proached me with a paper in hand noti-
fying me that my Odyssey had been
rammed by a shopping cart and she had
gotten the license plate number of the
woman it had gotten away from.

I saw where it had been dented and
thanked the witness for the information.

I drove from the lot to the police
station where an officer took my state-
ment and filled out a report.

The registered owner stated that af-
ter she and her three children had loaded
their groceries from the cart to the ve-
hicle the cart started rolling away.  She
said she saw it strike the curb line but
hadn’t seen it strike my vehicle.

She then stated she would pay for
whatever damage had occurred in the
cart accident.

With this statement it would seem
cut and dry; a simple case;  a citizen
doing the right thing and paying for the
damage she caused.

Unfortunately we ended up in court.
It only took a few moments in the
plaintiff’s chair to realize I had little
chance in the case.

We were sworn in and the defendant
introduced herself stating that she was a
bailiff for the California Court District.
I thought, “why should that matter?”
Should I tell the judge that I am a hard
working carpenter?”

Continued on Page 13A


