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Going Coastal
After eight months of writing this

column I finally got my first hate mail
(or rather hate blog, on
PacificaRiptide.com), and it’s a
keeper! It’s from a woman named
“Kat” and includes this descriptive
gem: “...columnists like Ian Butler
make me want to throw up in the paper
and send it to him.”  Wow. I first
would like to thank Kat on behalf of
my letter carrier for her restraint. I
also recommend that if she plans to
read the column online, she should
invest in a vomit proof laptop.

My letter carrier may have been
spared from delivering Kat’s aromatic
“feedback,” but she recently deliv-
ered a mysterious email into my mail-
box. (Yes, email. Apparently some-
one doesn’t grasp this internet thing).
It was a paper copy of an email from
a group called Pacifica Business for
Responsible Government, informing
Barbara Arietta that they were kick-
ing her out. Usually getting kicked
out of something is considered bad,
but believe me, this email would look
great in a resume! (Perhaps that’s why
she forwarded it around town.)

It said they were letting her go
because she’s a “mover and shaker”
with a penchant for “negotiation and
consensus,” which is “contradictory
to the adversarial position that PBRG
takes.” Um, isn’t that like divorcing
someone for good manners, or firing
them for working well with others? If
like me, you’ve been wondering why
some people take an “adversarial po-
sition” to pretty much everything the
city does, it’s apparently a PBRG
membership requirement!

Not sure if Tod Schlesinger is in
their group, but he’s in no danger of
being kicked out for “negotiation and
consensus.” I went on after him at the
June 9th City Council meeting, and in
25 years of performing, he is my sec-
ond worst opening act ever (just be-
hind the Spastic Colons at the Fab
Mab in ’84). I’d come to talk about a
Styrofoam foodware ordinance, but
before I spoke, he and Mayor Jim
Vreeland had the following exchange:

“I came here for an argument.”
“No, you didn’t.”
Wait, that was from the Monty

Python skit “The Argument Clinic,”
but you get the idea. His “adversarial
position,” made between personal at-
tacks on the mayor’s manhood, was
the importance of not going over 3
minutes (a point that ironically took
him 5 minutes to make.) Eventually
the chief of police escorted him from
the podium, a routine occurrence for
the last year and a half. Stunned, I

PROTECT PLOVERS
•Stay out of the posted habitat
areas and remain at least 50 feet
away from birds and nests. Even
the most knowledgeable birder
will cause impacts to plovers in
these areas.
•Walk near the water line on
plover breeding beaches such as
Linda Mar.
•Walk dogs only where authorized
and always keep them on a leash.
•Dispose of garbage properly to
avoid attracting predators.
•Leave driftwood lying on the
beach. It provides nesting and
feeding habitat for plovers.
•Do not build wood structures
because upright wood provides
perches for avian predators.
•Share your knowledge with
others going to enjoy the beach.
•Volunteer to educate the public
or to restore Pacifica plover
habitat: pefplus.org
•Contact GGNRA to volunteer as
a snowy plover outreach docent in
S.F.: george_durgerian@nps.gov
•Call Point Reyes National

came on after him and mumbled
through my 3 minutes, although by
this time everyone in the room had
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.

Later, wondering how to prevent
future trauma, I remembered a line he
used: “What’s good for the goose is
good for the gander,” and in a moment
of inspiration, got the footage of his
rant, which was broadcast on live TV,
and uploaded it on YouTube (edited
to 3 minutes of course).

I naively imagined that once he
saw how he came across on the video,
he would magically start behaving
himself in a less embarrassing man-
ner, and peace would be restored to
the shire. Instead, the next day I got a
lawsuit threat on my answering ma-
chine. (Apparently, what’s good for
the goose is good for the gander  —
unless the gander sues for slander!)
This made me nervous, but according
to the lawyers, since the video is pub-
lic footage of him, he doesn’t really
have a case against me, although he
may have one against himself.

(See for yourself at http://
media.catsincharge.com/pacifica)

Several people have said they
would like the City Council to use
other means of controlling such be-
havior, such as those long canes they
use in cartoons, but legally there’s not
much they can do. One suggested an
alternative public forum modeled on
Speaker’s Corner in London’s Hyde
Park; while another suggested a TV
show on PCT called “Pacifica’s
Bigmouths.” I don’t know if that would
keep abusive speakers out of the Coun-
cil meetings, but it might render them
very hoarse.

The Council came up with their
own creative but unpopular solution
to the problem, moving oral commu-
nications to the end of the night. In the
end they chickened out and just moved
them to slightly later in the meeting,
which would only weed out those
with the earliest of bedtimes.

Freedom of speech is a two-edged
sword. Our freedom to say what we
like is balanced out by the freedom of
others to make fun of what we say. In
the era of blogs, email and YouTube,
we all have to be careful, because
anything we say can quickly become
public (especially when we say it in a
public forum on live TV).

In fact the only thing that is still
completely private is stuff that is writ-
ten in newspaper columns. Thank
goodness for that.

Ian Butler is host of Laugh Lo-
cally on PCT 26. Please direct all
vomit free hate mail to
ianbutler@netzero.net

Seashore for more information
about the snowy plover docent
program there: 415-464-5124

BEACH WATCH
This year, NOAA’s Gulf of the
Farallones National Marine Sanctu-
ary celebrates 15 years of ocean
protection through its Beach Watch
volunteer shoreline monitoring
program. The Beach Watch program
uses highly trained “citizen scien-
tists” from all walks of life to
conduct regular shoreline surveys
spanning 150 miles of coastline,
from Point Año Nuevo to Bodega
Head. The volunteers have also
conducted special wildlife surveys
during several oil spills, most
recently the Cosco Busan spill in
San Francisco Bay last November.
Find out more about the sanctuary
and its volunteer programs:
farallones.noaa.gov and
farallones.org.

GIT ‘ER DONE
Congratulations to all of you who
read my column item and contacted
City Hall about the dangerous
intersection at Francisco and
Highway 1 in Sharp Park near the
golf course. Last week the city put
up two signs warning northbound
drivers at the stop sign that oncom-
ing (southbound) traffic does not
stop as it turns left into the on-ramp.
But please, if you are turning left,
use your damn turn signal or stick
your arm out the window so the

waiting northbound cars can see that
you are indeed turning. And
southbound drivers, whatever you
do, don’t stop. Keep moving
through your left turn or you will
really gum up the works. Mean-
while, we are waiting for Caltrans to
put up the promised larger YIELD
sign for northbound drivers merging
onto the on-ramp. Let’s all take time
to thank City Manager Steve
Rhodes and City Engineer Van
Ocampo. They git ‘er done!

AUGUST: NO HOLIDAYS
August may be the only month
without any real holidays, but it is
special in another way: The Perseid
meteor shower peaks August 12.
Meteor showers are usually best
observed after midnight because
then the oncoming meteors are more
likely to graze the atmosphere ahead
of Earth’s orbital path.
(Eco Calendar, Pomegranate Press)

COOL GLOBES
Cool Globes is an outdoor art
exhibit that highlights climate
change and the simple things each
of us can do in our everyday lives to
prevent it. The exhibit features 40
custom-designed 5-foot globes—
each depicting a solution to the
climate crisis. The Sierra Club is
thrilled to be a sponsor of this
“cool” exhibit, which will be on
display at Crissy Field in the San
Francisco Marina until October 12.
Todd Bray says, “My friend Carrie

Nardello, who helped decorate the
new Log Shop surf store, is a
featured artist at Cool Globes.”

DUH!
God love the headline writers at the
San Francisco Chronicle. On July
29 they came up with these doozies:
“Less driving forces gas prices
down” and “Stingy driving reaps
rewards at the gas pump.” Well,
yeah, this economics thing really
isn’t rocket science, now is it?

SLYDIAL
Sneaky bosses and cowardly ex-
lovers now have the ultimate
passive-aggressive weapon. To
really drop the hammer on someone
without confronting him or her,
check out Slydial, which lets you
bypass a live phone call and get
right into your intended victim’s
cell phone voice mail. Call 267-759-
3425 to do the deed, but I hope you
can sleep well tonight.

“E” FOR EFFORT
Baseball fans know that “E” is for
error, but in this case, “E” is also for
effort. To wit: I have a grammar
gene that predisposes me to correct
other people’s bad English. It’s
practically a reflex action. So the
other night I was sitting at AT&T
Park watching the San Francisco
Giants play a game with much heart
but little luck. I looked up at the
Giants’ giant center-field
scoreboard screen and saw the

ballpark described as “premiere.”
Error! The adjective is spelled
“premier,” with no “e” on the end.
(Premiere is a verb meaning to open
or debut, and a noun meaning an
opening or a debut.) So the next day
I called Lindsay at AT&T Park and
told her about the huge, glaring typo
on the Jumbotron. She said she
would check with her boss and get
back to me. I waited a week, then
called her back. She said they had
looked up the word on
Dictionary.com and discovered both
spellings but wrongly assumed that
either spelling was correct. I
explained that premier and premiere
are two entirely different words, and
that premier is the correct word for
the ballpark banner. Lindsay again
said she would have to call me back
after consulting with her boss. This
time she called back within minutes.
“We decided you were right,” she
said, adding that they would notify
the team about the blooper and have
it changed on the electronic display.
Rack up another putout on my
scorecard. Give me an “E”!

UNCIVIL WAR
Pacifica Riptide and the Pacifica
Tribune have been openly airing and
discussing the issue of civility in City
Council oral communications,
Tribune letters to the editor, and
Riptide comments online. Several
interesting ideas have been floated:
starting a speaker’s corner at the
farmer’s market, public debates or

teach-ins at Sanchez Concert Hall
or other public venue, a sergeant at
arms for City Council, and allowing
oral communications after each
agenda item instead of all at once at
the beginning or end of the meeting.
Let us know your thoughts on these.

SITESEER
•Golden Gate Park science mu-
seum/planetarium reopens Sept. 27:
calacademy.org
•For bird brains: birdguides.com
•Thousands of documentaries:
snagfilms.com
•New search engine that doesn’t
search you: cuil.com
•Chill out in the hills, a Sonoma
County spa destination:
osmosis.com
•Make your own word clouds:
wordle.net
•Curry time: Oceans of India opens
Friday, August 8
•Pacifica makes cover of Chronicle
real estate section, July 27: sfgate.com

SWAMI SEZ
“An optimist is a guy that has never
had much experience.” (Donald Mar-
quis, “archy and mehitabel”)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Email your stories & photos:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com
•Breaking news every day:
PacificaRiptide.com

•All my columns online:
P a c i f i c a T r i b u n e . c o m ,
WanderingAndWondering.com

Our Turn
By Jim Wagner and Mark Stechbart

Grease Refinery
Plant is a Very
Bad Deal

The City of Pacifica does the
darndest things when it has a fa-
vored project, like the biodiesel
grease refinery plant that’s the new
darling of City Council.

City Council has stepped over
the line with this one, supporting a
crummy lease with very marginal
revenue for the City while exposing
the Vallemar school to a total evacu-
ation during an accident.

The public has an opportunity
during the next Council meeting on
August 11 to apply some common
sense.

The grease refinery is so danger-
ous the City wants Whole Energy to
indemnify the City for any lawsuits
and damages generated by an acci-
dent. This is the refinery the Mayor
says is just wonderful. The danger?

Well, they plan on an onsite 62,000-
gallon accident. That is six fully
loaded tanker trucks rolling over at
once.

And speaking of trucks, they
glossed over a truck accident on
Coast Highway, our only way out of
town. However, Whole Energy says
they will double wall all tanker
trucks, but only after they reach 2
million gallons of production. From
zero to 2 million gallons, we are all
exposed to single wall trucks. City
Council agreed to this watered down
safety program.

The Pacifica Police Department
reviewed these safety issues and
concluded because of the accident
potential, the Vallemar school must
have a shelter-in-place and total
evacuation plan.

The adjacent Vallemar childcare,
with kids as young as five, has an
evac plan as well. Where do the kids
go? They run east into the Vallemar
neighborhood and wait  on

someone’s front yard until an all
clear.

Adding insult to injury, the
Vallemar parents have not been no-
tified of this evac plan for their kids
all due to the Council approved
grease refinery.

Let’s look at the financials: Paci-
fica will get exactly 5.6 percent of
the sewer plant energy needs paid
for by the refinery. You would think
the Council would demand 100 per-
cent of the sewer plant energy needs
would be covered. Another way to
evaluate, 1.3 percent of the plant’s 3
million gallons goes to the City.
Whole Energy profits off the re-
maining 98.7 percent! This has got
to be the worse deal ever negotiated
by this City: 100 percent of the acci-
dent potential involving a total
school evacuation for 5.6 percent of
the energy needs for our dysfunc-
tional, smelly and costly sewer plant.

What were they thinking?
The damages and lawsuit indem-

nification issue is pending on Au-
gust 11.

We are concerned that even a
“moderate” accident will cause
Whole Energy to go bankrupt and
leave Pacifica holding the bag. There
is some discussion about an insur-

ance policy to cover all losses being
inserted into a renegotiated lease.
Better be a very solid insurance com-
pany.

We as a community can do bet-
ter. We suggest a town hall study
session where questions can (and
must) be asked of Council and an-
swered that night. We ask residents
to write questions now to get these
issues clarified. We need 100 per-
cent of the sewer plant energy costs
covered by the grease refinery, not a
measly 5.6 percent. We also want a
royalty per gallon of total produc-
tion paid to the city. We want an
insurance policy for all residents
and buildings exposed to risk: the
school, all students, the staff; all
Vallemar homes and businesses;
motorists on Rt. 1; Police Dept build-
ing.

We want everyone to be formally
notified of these issues with a City
letter like every other development
project before City Council.

We need a spotlight shined on
this project. The 5.6 percent benefit
to the City vs a total school evacua-
tion is unconscionable. This project
didn’t even go before the Planning
Commission. That’s kid glove treat-
ment. We have to do better.

Human activity has harmed the
wildlife and the site, and it will take
human activity to fix it. The machin-
ery, the fences, the straw, are all only
temporary, and we should hold the
vision of what the place will look like
in a few years. The net result of this
project is that nature and wildlife will
be the winner.

I am proud of our work there, and
I appreciate that members of our com-
munity are concerned about what is
going on. I generally am suspicious of
change too, but in this case I strongly
believe that the right thing is being
done.

Alan Grinberg
Pacifica

Only one person
Editor:
They say that sometimes it takes

only one person to make a differ-
ence. I don’t know if my Letters to
the Editor make a difference, but the
positive comments and telephone
calls encourage me to continue.

To the persons who leave me
anonymous telephone calls, letters,
etc. will not stop me, nor the illegal
tickets I have received or the fre-
quent harassment by our local Paci-

fica Police.
The latest incident happened last

week, when the UPS driver dropped
a package on my doorstep. It was a
package of finger print cards used
by law enforcement agencies. After
several attempts to call Bal Mor
Printing Company in Gathersburg,
Missouri, I brought them to Con-
gresswoman Jackie Speier’s office
since I had other business to dis-
cuss. Her director made copies, fol-
lowed up on it and left a message
that it was a mistake. I didn’t have to
pay for them, and could throw them
away. I really want to get down to
the original source of these and I’m
working on it.

Who knows the next time I get a
package it just might have some
white powder or some little elec-
tronic device.

Could it be that I’m attending too
many city and county meetings and
the people I meet also have concerns
and we share information?

I hope so. Then and only then
will I know we are making a differ-
ence.

Theresa M. Dyer
Linda Mar

Shame, shame
Editor:
Protesting California off shore

oil drilling while at the same time
pushing for a fuel refinery at a Paci-
fica beach is funny. But not funny,
ha ha. It’s funny, boo hoo. This, and
watching the Pacifica City Council
break our hamlet in half makes eyes
water.

It’s no wonder some people are
rude during public comment peri-
ods. Few voters still respect the May-
ors, et al. They obviously need to be
replaced.

However that may be hard to do
now that those politicians have voted
to ban oral communication at city
council meetings to the graveyard
shift.

If Mr. Curtis is right, and people
do use that time to “build them-
selves up … for face time to run for
public office” well, what’s wrong
with that?

Where else could we hear from
new prospective leaders than at a
town hall meeting.

Pete de Jarnett and the rest of the
council are trying to stifle election
day competition by silencing the
people. Shame, shame shame.

William Martin
Pacifica

Fearing success
Editor:
What I get from the various law-

suits and other carryings on against
the city and the city council is that
Don Peebles and his minions still re-
gret having lost the election.

Maybe there are people out there
who have bought into the fear mon-
gering around the biodiesel plant but,
even though they cite impending di-
sasters as their reason for concern,

I suspect that most of the opposi-
tion fear its success rather than its
failure.

Solutions to our financial woes
that don’t include rescinding environ-
mental and zoning laws would se-
verely weaken the case for why we
need Mr. Peebles choice of city coun-
cil rather than the people’s choice of
city council.

Because this council fails to
knuckle under and do their bidding,
they send people in to disrupt city
council meetings and make wild
claims that their freedom of speech
has been breached when the council
won’t change the rules and let them
take over the meetings.

I am convinced that this Pacifica
City Council can’t win for losing with
this group.

I am convinced that whatever so-
lutions this council chooses that these
same people will be appalled by them
and continue to cry foul regardless.

Dan B. Underhill
Pacifica

What’s up at
Pacifica Community TV

Marty Anaya, executive director
Catch the W.A.V.E.

Hey friends. The date of our Film Night Pacifica is fast approaching. Please call us for advance
tickets and check our web-site for more developments (www.pct26.com). Here’s some news from
Sacramento: For Public Access programmers in the states of Hawaii, California, Nevada,
Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona, the deadine to enter the 2008 WAVE Awards is rapidly
approaching (Western Access Video Excellence Awards). Aug. 15 is the date. All the info is
located at www.ACMWest.org including detailed information and registration forms for the
Denver Western Regional Conference for those interested in Public Access generally speaking.

Enter the WAVE Awards. Register for the October Conference, hosted by Denver Open
Media. Vendors, sign up now to take part in this powerful event. Thanks, everyone..... Ron
Cooper, ACM West Treasurer and E.D. Access Sacramento.

For the WAVE brochure and entry instructions, go to: http://www.acmwest.org

Pacifica’s ‘Footprints
of Pacifica’ Marathon
airs Sunday on PCT-TV

Last week, San Francisco hosted its latest Mara-
thon race. Next week at the Olympics in China, the
world will have a chance to see a marathon.

But this coming Sunday, August 10, Pacificans
can participate in a marathon of their own, featur-
ing 20 episodes of the award-winning television
show, “Footprints of Pacifica.” Aired on our local
Public Access station, Pacifica Community Tele-
vision Channel 26, from 1 to 11 p.m., the series,
produced by the Pacifica Historical Society, fea-
tures persons and places in the history of Pacifica.

For the schedule of which topic is on at what
time, see thecomplete marathon listing at page 3B.

For further information call Executive Pro-
ducer, Kathleen Manning (415) 509-6685, or the
show’s host, Frank Winston, (650) 738-9400.


