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DIESELGATE
All sides in the biodiesel debate
are talking openly about having a
community forum on the
biodiesel plant. It’s about time.
Everybody has hashed out facts
and opinions endlessly on
PacificaRiptide.com, here in the
Tribune, and at City Council.
Aren’t we all just a little sick of
this biowar? Oh yes. And this
means that it’s time for peace
talks. I have spoken with mem-
bers of all factions that have dogs
in this fight. They all seem to
want a public debate, or at least a
question-and-answer session,
with written questions submitted
in advance. So come on, y’all,

FROGS FLOURISH
Dave Gromm, director of the Calera
Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant
(WWTP), says that the plant’s
outlying wetlands are now home to
thousands of red-legged frogs,
compared to just a few when the
plant opened. Calera Creek and
natural springs provide plenty of
water to keep the ponds primed, but
if more water is ever needed to raise
the levels, the plant has a buried
PVC pipe that can feed the ponds
with treated water. Gromm is
calling a powwow with the state and
federal fish & game agencies and
the Coastal Commission to decide
how best to promote and protect
endangered species in the Calera
Creek/Rockaway Quarry wildlife
zone, namely red-legged frogs and
San Francisco garter snakes.

E IS FOR EMPEROR
Calling out that big fat typo on the
Giants scoreboard last week brought
this mysterious message from the
Emperor of Pacifica, Frank Win-
ston: “here’s a toss from way out in
left field. congrats on crashing the
gates (glossary), logging another
error for the giants. yours was a
good catch. i wish to enthusiasti-
cally and unequivocally emphasize
that I thought ‘e’ stood for ‘em-
peror’: did i drop the ball?”

JOHN MUIR AWARD
The John Muir Association, a non-profit
organization supporting the National
Park Service’s John Muir National
Historic Site, is requesting nominations
for the John Muir Conservation Award.
Awards are given in four different
categories and are open to individuals,
nonprofit organizations, public agencies,
and businesses. The categories are:
Conservationist of the Year for an
individual who has excelled in environ-
mental protection or made significant
contributions to the advancement of
conservation; Environmental Education
Conservation Award for outstanding
contribution by an individual (profes-
sional or volunteer), business, organiza-
tion or public agency to environmental
education, whether in a classroom or
otherwise; Non-profit Conservation
Award for outstanding achievement by a
nonprofit organization that promotes
environmental protection or demon-
strated significant achievement or
leadership in the advancement of
conservation; Business Conservation
Award for outstanding achievement by a
business (other than a nonprofit
organization) that promotes environ-
mental protection or demonstrated
significant achievement or leadership in
the advancement of conservation. For
more information and a nomination
form, go to johnmuirassociation.org.
Deadline for submission is September
28. Winners receive their awards at the
Conservation Award dinner on
Saturday, November 15, at the Winslow
Center, 2590 Pleasant Hill Road, in
Pleasant Hill.

RESEARCH SHIP
Research Vessel “Fulmar” at Pillar
Point Harbor’s 75th Anniversary
Celebration, Saturday, August 16,
10 a.m. to noon, end of Capistrano
Road, just north of Half Moon Bay.
Visit with NOAA Captain Dave
Minard and staff from Gulf of the
Farallones National Marine Sanctu-
ary to learn about research con-
ducted in the North-Central Califor-
nia national marine sanctuaries: Gulf
of the Farallones, Monterey Bay,
and Cordell Bank. Step aboard and
see various kinds of navigation and
other equipment used in at-sea
operations to study our oceans, and
more effectively manage and
conserve our marine resources.
Contact: Mary Jane Schramm, 415-
561-6622 extension 205;
maryjane.schramm@noaa.gov.

PALMETTO ORGANIC
“I was driving along Palmetto in
Sharp Park today and did a double
take when I caught sight of a store
with a sidewalk stand of fresh fruits
and veggies! I pulled over to check
it out and discovered  Pacifica’s
newest organic grocery store,
Palmetto Organic Grocery, 2304
Palmetto (one block south of
Florey’s, on the same side of the
street). It’s a small store, but it
seems to have a good selection of
fresh and packaged organic items,
including one of my favorites—milk
in returnable bottles. For more info,
email manager Arkadiy Goltser:
arkadiyg@palmettoorganic.com.”
(Larry Arndt)

FOGZILLA
You come from the sea/Monster of
summer/Relentless gray beast/
Snorting salt spray/Sliding along the
coast/Rolling over the ridges/Going
where you want/Constantly in
motion/Blocking out the sun/
Keeping us cool/Bringing us sleep.
(John Maybury wrote this poem one
August long ago in a land called
Pacifica.)

JEPSON FIELD BOOKS
University of California and Jepson
Herbarium at UC Berkeley want to
increase the accessibility of famed
botanist Willis Linn Jepson’s field
books by linking them to online
specimen records. But the books
first need to be transcribed so
Internet search engines can find
them. The Herbarium seeks volun-
teers to help. All you need is an
Internet connection and a few
minutes for each page. Contact
Richard Moe at
rlmoe@berkeley.edu. Info:
ucjeps.berkeley.edu

OCEAN OF INDIA
Ocean of India, serving Pakistani
tandoori and other delicacies from

the subcontinent, is now open in
the old Beach Cafe on Highway 1
at Rockaway Beach. Grand
opening is August 18.

PLOVER PROBLEM
“Snowy plovers have been very scarce
at Pacifica State Beach in Linda Mar.
Two weeks ago, I saw three, and I
haven’t seen any since then. I didn’t
see any in May, June, and most of
July. Ocean Beach in San Francisco
and the Half Moon Bay beaches also
have had fewer-than-normal sightings
of snowy plovers. I have not heard any
explanations for fewer sightings. Greg
Cochrane of the PB&R Commission
told me there was going to be a
walkaround on Linda Mar beach
beginning at 5 p.m. this Wednesday,
August 13. I plan to go along.” (Clark
Natwick, Pacifica Beach Coalition and
Environmental Family)

SITESEER
•Eat right and prosper:
slowfoodnation.org
•Bicycle recycle:
pedalrevolution.org
•Click and enjoy the ride:
zoomquilt.org

SWAMI SEZ
“Fortune favors the bold.” (Vergil)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Breaking news 24/7:
PacificaRiptide.com
•My columns:
WanderingAndWondering.com,
PacificaTribune.com
•Email me:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

A Cinematic Trip This Saturday
One thing we have an abundance of here in San Mateo County is a

fascinating history. One chapter can probably be summed up in two words,
“Trips Festival.”

The Trips Festival was the seminal event in 1966 that really became known
as the passing of the cultural baton from the beatniks to the hippies. It also was
the coming out party for Bill Graham, the father of modern concert promotions
as we know them. Before Graham’s experiment at the Trips Festival, the idea
of lights, multi-media and other “mood inducing” production elements in live
music was pretty much unheard of.

Many aspects of concert promotion and pop culture that we now take for
granted were breakthroughs at the Trips Festival. Many acts who we now
regard as part of rock & roll royalty were also discovered at The Trips Festival;
acts like Jefferson Airplane (today known as Starship) and the Grateful Dead.

In fact, one of Pacifica’s own, Steve Brown, worked for the Grateful Dead
and contributed to the making of the film. Steve will be on hand Saturday to
share rare footage and stories with us.

The film’s creator will also be on hand to discuss this amazing piece of local
and international history. Please join us this Saturday at 7:30 p.m. at the
Sanchez Concert Hall. Advance tickets can be found at PCT, call 355-8000.

What’s up at
Pacifica Community TV

Marty Anaya, executive director

Missing
something?

Editor:
Am I missing something?  Not too

long ago, a group of not-un-zealous
environmentalists campaigned vigor-
ously against a residential/commercial
development at the quarry that would
have benefited the city of Pacifica by
the creation of many jobs, increased
local business and by enhancement to
the city’s coffers by about $17,000,000
per year.  As we are all aware, the
citizens of Pacifica, by a count of the
votes, decided that they simply didn’t
want this development.

Am I to understand that the “powers
that be” and many of the same group
mentioned above are now advocating
and seem to be pushing through the
construction and operation of an oil
refinery in the same area? This is either
hypocrisy on a grand scale or I suspect
that somebody stands to make some
money.

Of course, this oil refinery is prom-
ised by its advocates to generate a
whopping $60,000 per year for the city
and benefit all three citizens of Pacifica
that drive vehicles that use the type of
fuel oil this new refinery will produce.

  Inasmuch as the citizens of Paci-
fica had the opportunity to vote on and
decide the fate of what many considered
a great development; shouldn’t we have
some say about the construction of an
oil refinery in one of the most (to use the
words of the above mentioned group)
“environmentally sensitive” and beau-
tiful areas of our city? Shouldn’t we
have the opportunity to vote and decide,
as we did before, on whether we want it
or not?

Douglas Roberts
Pacifica

Missing sign
Editor:
I can’t help but notice, when I drive

down Oceana Boulevard that the
Connemara sign has been knocked
down. I am guessing that this was done
by someone who considers themselves

a political or environmental activist. I
want to take this opportunity to encour-
age whoever knocked that sign down to
NOT do that kind of thing any more.
“Use your words” as they teach us in
preschool. The Pacifica Tribune,
pacificariptide.com, and any letters or
other comments you might care to offer
your city council have the possibility of
helping to effect whatever change you
might desire. I worked to oppose the
card club on Mori Point back when, and
against Trammel Crow and Don
Peebles bogus proposals and I must
admit that the Connemara Project is not
my idea of a thing of beauty but at this
time Connemara has been approved
and should be allowed to carry on as
well as it can in this depressed
economy.

The part of Milagra Ridge where
Connemara is located was trashed
pretty thoroughly last century by the
military coming and going from the
Nike Missile site and then it was used
for some decades as the primary rout for
various litter-bugs to drive up  Milagra
Ridge and dump amazing amounts of
trash. I expect that  Milagra Ridge might
be somewhat protected from such be-
havior by having the Connemara
Project in the way.

Even if the Connemara Project had
as little to recommend it as  the card club
on Morey Point, Trammel Crow, or
Don Peebles plan, vandalism is harmful
rather than helpful to the cause of sen-
sible sustainable development and even
if you were one of those mythical No-
Growth fanatics we hear so much about
it wouldn’t help that cause either.

Dan B. Underhill
Sharp Park

Short Lessons
Editor:
My teenage daughter and her friend

had been out for a bike ride.  Upon their
return, they found me watering the front
lawn.  I informed them that one of the
neighbor’s cats had fallen down the
storm drain on the corner.  I had heard
him crying.  We know he fell because he
is about 18 or 19 years old, can barely
walk and certainly didn’t jump down
there.  He also is unable to get out on his
own.  Oscar wanders the day begging
for food and attention.  He has a home,
but he chooses to be the neighborhood

mascot (not the word we actually use,
but it will suffice for now!).  The girls
felt badly for him and wanted me to do
something.  I lightly joked that it wasn’t
like he could grab hold of a rope or
anything, so I was short on ideas.

My daughter suggested she call the
police department and see if they had
any ideas.  I commended her and wished
her luck, trying to not sound too cynical.
She first got a police officer that listened
to her story.  He told her he had no ideas,
but would turn her over to dispatch to
see if they could help.  She explained her
story again, a tad shorter this time.  She
was met with rudeness and was told
abruptly that there was NOTHING the
police department could do, but she
would transfer her to the Humane Soci-
ety.  Before the transfer was complete,
the lady on dispatch yielded these final
words, “But they probably won’t do
anything either.”  Nice.

The Humane Society call was an-
swered by a nicer gentleman who asked
my daughter a few questions and then
explained that they would try to get out
here tonight.  He told her there was only
one person for all the animal calls in San
Mateo County.  But at least he treated
her with respect and left her with a little
hope.

Oscar’s outcome is yet unknown.
He’s still awaiting rescue as I type, and
we are hoping one of the men, upon
returning home, will have an answer, or
at least be willing to hang head first in
the hole to grab the cat.  As for my
daughter well, she’s not too “broken
spirited” yet by the response she got
from Pacifica Police Dept., but time
will tell.  We try to chalk up attitude
problems to a bad moment or a bad day,
only knowing the true weight when you
can actually walk a mile in someone
else’s shoes.  But it made her realize
why, as adults, some seem apathetic at
times, and why, as teens, some tend to
not step up.

Come on people. There are a lot of
great kids in this town that are willing to
help and wanting to make a difference.
Treat them as you would want to be
treated and they will, most assuredly,
surprise you.  One nice person at the
Humane Society was willing to do that.
I am disappointed in the Pacifica PD.
And, to my daughter and her peers,
welcome to the world!  I challenge you
to be better than that, overcome, perse-
vere and stand tall.  You can, and will,
make this a kinder place to live and a
better world to live in.  So was the
saying in the eighties -  Don’t let the
turkeys get you down!!

B. Redfield
Linda Mar

Keep Rockin’
Editor:
For nine years now Pacifica has held

a Relay For Life (the American Cancer
Society signature fundraising event) to
raise money for cancer research, educa-
tion and advocacy and create aware-
ness.  And, Relay is much more than
that - it is a time to celebrate life and
survivorship, remember those we have
lost to cancer, and to commit to fighting
back against cancer and to really make
a difference.  Every person who partici-
pates in Relay makes a difference in oh,
so many ways.  They raise money to
find a cure, they provide support to
those who need it, they connect on a
very personal level to other relayers,
they share, and it’s all because they care.

When you look at Pacifica and think
about what Pacifica is known for -  it is
many things.  It is the awesome beauty
of its geography.  It is the activism.  And,
in my experience, mostly, it is the

people.  The people of this town really
care - they care about a lot of things.
They care about the environment.  They
care about their kids, their schools and
youth sports.  And, especially, they care
about each other.  No place is this more
evident than at the Relay For Life event
- probably the largest event of its kind in
this community.  The attendance has
ranged from a small number of folks to
over 500.  Just this July there were at
least 357 registered participants and
many, many more who came to experi-
ence one or another part of Relay - be it
the celebration carnival during the day,
the moving luminaria ceremony at
night, or the fight back ceremony led by
the 49ers Gold Rush the following
morning.

Pacificans have supported this event
with amazing enthusiasm, braving ev-
erything from cold, rainy weather to
blistering heat.  Why, because they care.
They care about whether their neighbor
gets cancer. They care about whether
their children will live in a world where
no one will ever again have to hear the
words “you have cancer” again.  They
care about supporting their friends,
neighbors, loved ones, and even those
they don’t know who must deal with the
impacts of cancer in their lives.

Many in this town may not even
realize that our little bedroom commu-
nity raises the most money of any Relay
on the Peninsula as far as Los Altos, and
more than two events in San Francisco
combined.  That is more than Redwood
City, San Mateo/Foster City, Belmont/
San Carlos, Burlingame, Menlo Park,
to name a few, Hats off to you Pacifica!
And, the Pacifica Relay provides the
most amazing sense of community I’ve
seen, with several local Pacifica Relay
traditions.

And, my message is Pacifica - keep
rockin!

 And, in order to do that, we need to
continue to get more people there.
There are folks who have been there all
nine years and continue to participate.
There are teams that fall of  for a variety
of reasons.  In order to continue this
great representation of caring, we need
more Pacificans - survivors, teams, and
general attendees.  The people who plan
this event for years on end get spent and
everybody has their own life to attend
to.  More people sharing part of their
time will be what will allow this very
special event to continue.  There is
always a need for talent of any sort of
planning, organizing, mobilizing, en-
tertainment, etc.

The community of Pacifica is a
powerful force when it commits itself to
something.  I am grateful that Pacifica
has committed what it has to Relay.  I
have a very personal gratitude.  My
husband has been alive for the past 5
years only because of a new drug that
became available just in time as a result
of research.  Too many Pacificans have
not been so lucky.  We need to take this
challenge and not make it a matter of
luck.  We can be a force in making this
happen.

As great as the support for Relay is,
we know it can be better.  I am consis-
tently amazed at how many people in
this town still don’t even know about
Relay.  When our team staffs the table at
the Farmer’s Market every Wednesday,
or we have a table at Linda Mar
Safeway, people still ask what this is all
about.  Well, we have had many things
in the Tribune, and would love to have
more, and yet people don’t seem to
know.  I ask everyone who does read the
paper to inform everyone you know
about Relay.  Get involved and get them
involved.

Pacifica does a great job with this, in

spite of many hurdles it has faced, just as
every cancer patient and survivor faces
many hurdles on a daily basis.  And yet
ñ there is more to do.  Everyone knows
someone (or many someones) who
have fought the battle.  Let’s continue to
make a difference.

You can always contact me at
valeriejeffries@comcast.net or 303-
8245 for more information.

Thank you Pacifica!  Let’s keep
Rockin!

Valerie Jeffries
Linda Mar

Farmer’s Market
Editor:
I shop at the Pacifica Farmer’s Mar-

ket every Wednesday since it opened. I
can’t say enough about the fresh pro-
duce you can buy and the other things
you can purchase.

The person or persons that run it
should get a medal.

Keep up the good work.
D. Santoro
Pacifica

Drowning sorrow
Editor:
In response to the admitted political

junkie who was the author of “I need a
drink”. Before you drown your sorrows
in alcohol, I want to shine some light on
Mr. Obama’s comments. I am sure he
spoke of a civilian national security
force to rely on rather than our military
when we have a problem with a nation
that does not require military action, as
our conflict in Iraq did not.

Iraq was not responsible for 9/11, as
we have all been made aware of. Iraq
did not pose or emanate an immediate
threat to our country, and going to war
with Iraq seems to not have helped this
nation’s gas problems in any way,
shape or form. I think having a civilian
national security force that is just as
powerful, strong and well-funded as
our military is a great idea and can save
millions of dollars, thousands of lives
and loads of time when faced with a
problem that does not call for military
action. If President Bush had such a
civilian security force in place I am
positive we would not have troops in
Iraq at this very moment.

Lastly, on the subject of fear, the
only things I fear are people who fear
change. I have lived in Pacifica for over
a year and not to generalize the people
of this town, I have run into many who
seem to be against change in some way.
I love this town. I think its beauty and
uniqueness match no other in the Bay
Area, but when it comes to a great idea
that’s put in front of the people’s faces
for the betterment of our society, some-
thing gets defiantly lost in the fog.

Noelle Knotts
Pacifica

Join us
Editor:
I am an enlisted Navy veteran of the

1991 Persian Gulf War and serve as
Second Vice Commander of your
American Legion Post 238 in Pacifica.

I find it hard to believe that it has
been 17 years since I stood duty during
the summer of 1991 as a radar operator
in the Combat Information Center
(CIC) of the guided missile cruiser USS
Texas (CGN-39) helping to enforce the
first no-fly zones over the skies of Iraq
in the aftermath of Operation Desert
Storm.

Our Post celebrates the 50th anni-
versary of its founding in Pacifica this
year which coincides with the incorpo-

ration of our city. The American Legion
is one of the largest veterans organiza-
tions in our nation.

Many leading citizens and founders
of our city who were then veterans of
World War II and the Korean War came
together for a common purpose to es-
tablish a Post here. Our proud history
continues written by new members who
are actively serving our nation’s armed
forces here at home and overseas in the
combat zones of Iraq and Afghanistan.

Few people realize just how many
young Pacificans are currently serving
in our nation’s armed forces. We wel-
come all honorably discharged veterans
and those now serving on active duty to
join our growing membership and help
our Post continue to make a difference
in our Pacifica community. The com-
mon bonds of fellowship, citizenship
and prior military service continue to
help make our state, community and
nation a better place.

We recognize the support and de-
fense of our nation is an important re-
sponsibility of all American citizens.
That responsibility can also be fulfilled
other forms of public service.

The future of American Legion Post
238 will be written by a new younger
generation of veterans stepping for-
ward to join us. Will you be one of
them?

Tom Sullivan
American Legion Post 238
Pacifica

Towing policy
Editor:
The purpose of this message is to

make you aware of an interesting po-
lice policy:  Pacifica Police Dept.
tows cars that have been moved within
the period of time required by the
municipal code.

As many residents of Pacifica
probably already know, Pacifica mu-
nicipal code Sec. 5-2.03 states that,
“No person who owns or has posses-
sion, custody, or control of any ve-
hicle shall park such vehicle or leave
the vehicle standing upon any high-
way for a period of more than 72
hours.”

Most of us probably take this to
mean that, as long as we move a car
every 72 hours, we’re in compliance
with the municipal code - and the
police would have no reason to tow the
vehicle.  Well, that’s just not accurate,
according to Sergeant David Steidle
of the Pacifica Police.

Although moving a car every 72
hours is in compliance with the “letter
of the law”, current Pacifica Police
policy is to enforce the “spirit of the
law”, which requires the odometer to
increase by at least one mile every 72
hours.

 I know.  That’s a pretty strict inter-
pretation - and seems pretty authori-
tarian to me.  Had I known that they
care about odometer readings, I would
have driven the car - not just moved it.

I contested the tow with the police
department, was granted a vehicle
hearing with Sgt. Steidle, and he ruled
that the police had acted properly in
towing the vehicle.  He stated that I
could appeal in writing to the city
clerk but that the tow was acceptable
enforcement of the municipal code.

I know that parking issues in Paci-
fica are probably of great interest to
the Tribune’s readership, and that this
nasty little edge to Pacifica Police
Dept.’s enforcment of what seems to
be a pretty reasonable municipal code
could catch many by surprise - espe-

Continued on page 14A

let’s agree to disagree in a town hall
meeting at Sanchez or Council
Chambers or a church or a school
auditorium or wherever. Who’s
gonna make the first move?


