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Letters
With the fall election season under

way, the Pacifica Tribune establishes
the following editorial policy guide-
lines for publication.

•News items related to campaign-
ing, such as fundraising events and
official endorsements, may be sub-
mitted  to a weekly column, “Cam-
paign Trail” via email to
loislane@hax.com. Publication is at
sole discretion of the editor. Submit
by Friday prior to Wednesday publi-
cation.

•Short Letters of Endorsements from
individual citizens and local civic orga-
nizations will be accepted (Limit: Not
more than 150 words) and will be pub-
lished in a special section of the paper
(separate from the Opinion Pages in the

City Council Election Tribune editorial policies

Pacifica’s Castle
reigns supreme

On the occasion of its 100th birth-
day last month, the house on 900
Mirador, known variously through the
years as McCloskey’s Castle,
Pacifica’s Castle, Sam’s Castle, or
simply “the Castle,” came to life for
many locals and visitors.

Its current owner, the Sam Mazza
Foundation, teamed with the Pacifica
Historical Society, to open its doors to
the public for tours for the first time in
its history, last month.

Neighbors who seen or even passed
by the Castle every day for 30 or 40
years, were  extremely pleased that
they were finally offered an opportu-
nity to view its interior during two
weekends in August.

A highlight of the opening tour
was meeting Paul M. “Pete”
McCloskey, the 80-year old grandson
of the original owners, who began his
Congressional career, representing
San Mateo County, from an office in
the Castle. Pete rhapsodized with sto-
ries of lore of the County that his

grandfather had passed on to Pete’s
father, and in turn, some tales of Pete’s
father, who had grown up in the Castle.

The spectators also enjoyed breath-
taking views, and such art, statuary
and furnishings garnered by its char-
ismatic former owner, Sam Mazza,
who was lord of the Castle from 1959-
2001.

Attendees also enjoyed hearing
facts by Pacifica Historical Society
docents. And one could easily and
eerily hearken back to feel they were
in the presence of former inhabitants,
such as the original owners, Henry
Harrison McCloskey and his wife,
Emily; Dr. Hickok who was convicted
of running an abortion mill on this
site; a couple of madams and floozies
from when it was a bordello, a speak-
easy or a roadside cabaret. And, too, it
would not have been improbable to
believe you felt the spirit of other
former owners, such as Annie Eakin,
the cat lady; or members of the United
States Coast Guard, who leased this
property as a lookout station during
World War II.

The turrets, and the dungeon

(where booze was stored and sold
during the days of prohibition) were
not open to the public at the times of
these tours, creating even greater sus-
picions about what else actually oc-
curred in this landmark building dur-
ing its lifetime

In addition to nearby dwellers, and
other Pacificans showing up, 50 people
came from Santa Rosa, plus others
from Philadelphia, Florida, New York
and, of course, from throughout the
Bay Area.

But the marvel of objects, tapes-
tries, paintings, and the refurbishing
of the 20 room-chateau, including an
ornate throne salvaged by Sam from
the former Fox Theater in San Fran-
cisco, left the thrilled patrons with an
enhanced sense of majesty and his-
tory. To realize that the paneling used
in this century old edifice came from
redwood trees from the Peninsula area,
milled on the Coastside, carried up
the hillside by horse-drawn carriages,
and installed by local craftsman, was
something to behold.

Will the Castle ever be open again
for tours by the public? Stay tuned.

Frankly Speaking
Frank D. Winston, Pacifica Historical Society

OBAMARAMA!
From now until the November 4
election, MoveOn.org, the Sierra
Club, and Service Employees
International Union (SEIU) are
coordinating closely with the
Obama presidential campaign
and the Democratic Party to
build the largest progressive
grassroots campaign in modern
history. This represents a
massive effort to pass a progres-
sive agenda of clean energy,
universal health care, and ending
the war in Iraq. Info: Nancy
Goodban, MoveOn Regional
Coordinator, 650-365-3520
(home), 650-787-9859 (cell)

AE 911 TRUTH
See Richard Gage, AIA, on
Saturday, Sept. 6, at the 10th
Annual Power to the Peaceful
Festival, where he will speak on
the explosive demolition of the
three World Trade Center
(WTC) buildings. Gage speaks at
10 a.m. in Golden Gate Park’s
Panhandle at Ashbury and Fell.
At 11 p.m. the group marches
two miles to Speedway Meadows

to join 50,000 music fans for a
free concert by Michael Franti and
Spearhead, the amazing hip-hop-
jazz-rock group.
(powertothepeaceful.org,
ae911truth.org)

ELECTION JOBS
Black Box Voting encourages
anyone with a technical back-
ground to search and apply for
temporary tech support jobs for
the November 4 election. Hiring is
under way for temporary techni-
cians to help with voting machines
this fall. Vendor dependence
undermines clean elections, as
described by votersunite.org. In a
presidential election year, voting
machine vendors hire and train
thousands of technicians around
the country. Wherever Election
Systems & Software has a ma-
chine, it is under contract to
provide an on-site support tech.
Hart Intercivic, Premier (Diebold),
and Sequoia also use election
support technicians. Temporary
election tech support jobs appear
on hotjobs.com, rollouts.com, and
local tech temp firms. A tech
services firm may be a subcontrac-
tor for a Big 4 voting machine
company. Sometimes you’ll find
the positions advertised by your
county elections office.
(blackboxvoting.org)

NATIVE GARDENS
Native Plant Communities for Bay
Area Gardens. Speaker: Glenn
Keator, author, instructor, field
trip leader. Friday, September 5

from 7 to 9 p.m. Los Altos
Library, 13 S. San Antonio Road,
Los Altos (right off 280). Pre-
sented by California Native Plant
Society, Santa Clara Valley
Chapter (cnps.org). Email:
cnps_scv@yahoo.com Phone: 408-
715-7020. In nature, plants occur
in communities or groupings with
shared requirements for soil,
water, and exposure. Learn which
plant communities are suitable for
the conditions unique to your
garden. Glenn Keator is the author
of classic books such as Native
Perennials for the Garden, Native
Shrubs for the Garden, and most
recently Designing California
Native Gardens with co-author
Alrie Middlebrook.

CITIZEN FORESTERS
This series of 12 classes taught by
Friends of the Urban Forest staff
and premier guest speakers is for
experienced tree care and planting
volunteers who want to deepen
their knowledge of and experience
with trees. Sign up for Citizen
Forester training: six Thursday
night lectures, each followed by a
Saturday morning field day.
Individual Section (Thursday/
Saturday combo) $35, Entire
Series $200. To register, call 415-
561-6890 x102, email
heather@fuf.net, or go to fuf.net.

POLLINATOR MAGNETS
Planting Natives for Pollinators.
Don Mahoney, speaker. Thursday,
September 4, 7:30 p.m. San
Francisco County Fair Bldg in
Golden Gate Park, 9th Avenue &
Lincoln Way. Preceded by free
plant identification workshop from
6 to 7:15 p.m. Everyone welcome.
Fun and empowering. Pollinators
are very important components of
native ecosystems, and are
becoming less common due to
urbanization. But you can help by
planting the right native plants to
attract bees, butterflies, and
hummingbirds. Nectar should be
provided for all seasons, and
nesting sites should be left
undisturbed.

PRESIDIO PROJECT
Saturdays, September 6 and 13,
10:30 a.m. to noon. Meet at the
picnic tables at El Polin Springs,
off MacArthur Avenue, in the
Presidio. RSVP to 415-561-5357
or jnichols@presidiotrust.gov.
Restoration of the Tennessee
Hollow watershed is now continu-
ing at El Polin Springs, a place
remarkable for nature and wildlife
as well as for its extraordinary
human history. Beginning in
September, habitat restoration will
begin to return ecological richness
to the wetland area surrounding
the springs. As a first phase,
eucalyptus, cypress, and pine trees
will be removed from around El
Polin Loop. Habitat will then be
restored with plants and trees
grown in the Presidio Nursery,
including coast live oak and
California buckeye, as well as wax
myrtle, toyon, willows, and native
grasses. Later, a number of
improvements will showcase the
history of the area and welcome
visitors. El Polin Loop will be
transformed into a boardwalk and
trail with a new picnic area, public
restrooms, and benches. The stone
channels and well will be restored,
and interpretive gardens and other
features will share the long history
at the springs.

SUMMER TRIANGLE
The Summer Triangle is now
showing. We don’t often get to see
starry skies in the foggy summer,
but we’re getting occasional nights
of them now. (Perhaps chalk this
up to one of the by-products of
climate warming?) I was startled
on departing the house at the
serendipitous sight of Jupiter
blazing away high in the southern
skies. Less startling but of interest
to me is the Summer Triangle,
now at zenith at nightfall. Aside
from their prominence in the night
sky, these three stars (Vega,
Deneb, Altair) have characteris-
tics—or personalities, if you
will—that make them more than
just another star. Each belongs to a
different constellation. Deneb
(which means “tail” in Arabic) is
the tail of Cygnus the Swan. (In

1975, a faint star near Deneb
flared up and temporarily became
as bright as Deneb, giving Cygnus
he Swan two tails.) Even in our
dim, light-polluted skies you can
make out the entire constellation.
The swan’s wings are just forward
of Deneb, like a jetliner, and the
body and neck are like the ex-
tended fuselage of a jet, pointing
into the center of the Summer
Triangle, where it’s head is. That
head, which is the “star” Albireo,
is something you want to be sure
to see if you ever have the oppor-
tunity to look through a high-
power telescope. The reason for
the quotation marks around star is
that it is really two stars, which to
the naked eye appear as one. One
of the two is butter yellow and the
other is sapphire blue. The
contrast is such that people gasp
when first seeing the ineffable
beauty of the scene. I have seen
pale-yellowish and ruddy stars,
but never such strikingly beautiful
and contrasting colors as this. As
to the double star: Many of the
stars we see are actually multiple.
One, Mizar, constituting part of
the handle of The Big Dipper, is
considered an eye test. People
with very good vision can see that
it is a double star. Native Ameri-
cans were known to recognize it as
a double. (Jake Sigg, Nature
News)

want to walk off-leash with their pets
in a safe environment than there are
those who oppose our right to do so.

Sharp Park, regardless of what the
city council now tries to maintain,
was given to us – with permission
from San Francisco – who actually
owns the property.

I don’t believe that by illegally
burying a report (as they claim the
former city manager did) that they can
rescind a policy without the appropri-
ate legal pathways.

That is just a little too convenient.
The city council seems to think that
their positions enable them to pursue
their own agendas without answering
to the City of Pacifica (i.e., the citi-
zens of this city).

I don’t find their excuse that “it is
just not important to them” and “they
have too much on their plate” legiti-
mate.

If it is too much of a problem for
them to address this very real issue,
then those individuals should step
down as council members and let
someone who can handle it.

Please remember this come voting
day! Most of the members of the city
council, in this respect, are not fol-
lowing the principals of democracy.

We won that beach fair and square!
And this is a call to arms for the dog
lovers in this city to take up the gaunt-
let for fair play.

Linda Roiz,
Consummate Dog Lover
and Caregiver
Sharp Park

Keys to
the Castle

Editor:
There are only a few days left to

win the keys to Sam’s castle. The 10
winners of the Resource Center ben-
efit drawing will each enjoy a won-
derful evening at the castle for 4 (you
and 3 guests) including champagne
and hors d’oevres, live music, and a
personal tour of the castle.

Tax-deductible tickets are avail-
able at $20 per ticker or 3 for $50.

All proceeds help the Pacifica Re-
source Center to help Pacifica fami-
lies in need.

Tax deductible tickets must be
purchased by Friday, Sept. 5 at 5 pm.
Call the Resource Center at (650) 738-
7470 or come to 1809 Palmetto Av-
enue. Credit cards accepted.

Thank you for helping the Resource
Center to help others.

Nancy Morrison
Pacifica Resource Center
Board President
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RIBUNET

event of a large number of them) be-
tween now and the November election.
Page placement will be at the editor’s
discretion. Each individual writer will
be limited to one endorsement letter per
month until Election Day.

•The Pacifica Tribune letter requires
letter writers to maintain a civil tone.

Freedom of speech pertains to an
exchange of ideas and a discussion of
issues that we believe is even more
important during a campaign period.

Submissions which show evidence of
name calling and personal attacks will
not be published.

•The Tribune will provide each
City Council candidate with a com-
prehensive questionnaire. Unedited re-
sponses will be published in full in an
issue prior to the election at the editor’s
discretion.

•The Tribune will make every ef-
fort to publish coverage of candidate-
related forums with help from our own

staff and community correspondents,
but with no guarantees.

•Political Advertising - Candidates
or organizations who want to publish
unedited  endorsements or other politi-
cal campaign advertising in the Tribune
are welcome to contact our display ad-
vertising representative, Carol Schivo,
at cschivo@bayareanewsgroup.com for
a rate quote or call (650) 738-4538.

—Elaine Larsen, Editor and
Publisher

SEA LION DOCENTS
If you love the ocean, are
curious about marine mammals,
and enjoy talking with people
from around the world, sign up
today to become a Sea Lion
Docent with The Marine
Mammal Center. Sea Lion
Docents talk with the public
about Pier 39’s California sea
lions and how each of us can
help protect our ocean re-
sources. The next docent
training session is Saturday,
September 13. To learn more,
call 415-289-7361 or email
edu@tmmc.org

SWAMI SEZ
“If you can’t be kind, at least
have the decency to be vague.”
(Anonymous)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Goofbuster.com
•PacificaRiptide.com
•PacificaTribune.com
•WanderingAndWondering.com
  e: mayburrito@goofbuster.com


