
GREMLINS
Over the years I have grumbled
good-naturedly to Tribune edi-
tor Elaine Larsen about grem-
lins mysteriously turning up in 
the newspaper office overnight
and sabotaging our best efforts 
to proofread every word of my
column. Things that looked
fine the day before suddenly 
had mistakes in them. Now,
this happens in all publications,
large and small, but new spell-
check software is supposed
to foil gremlins and eliminate
glitches. The problem is that 
computers can only spell; they 
can’t discern shades of mean-
ing and appropriate usage. In
last week’s paper, the gremlins
invaded once again, to the
bafflement of Elaine and her
staff. In Jean Bartlett’s front-
page story on Marv Dutton,
“flugelhorn” became “flagella-
tion” and Salcido turned into
“Salvidor.” The original words
were correct on the page proof
but somehow got changed dur-
ing electronic transmission to 
the printing press. The Tribune 
production team eventually
traced the typos to a bug in the
spell-checker. Elaine said it
reminded her of the evil com-
puter HAL in the movie 2001:
A Space Odyssey — “Open the
pod bay door, HAL.”

KIKU & THE
CHIROPRACTOR
“I have childhood memories
of my mother going weekly 
to the chiropractor. The fam-
ily dog Kiku (see photo) often
came along for the ride. She
was a friendly, long-haired
German shepherd we adopted
from a breeder who had cast
her out due to her unruly coat.
Although not show quality,
she turned out to be the best
family dog we ever had: kind,
loyal, and smart. One week at
my mom’s chiropractic ap-
pointment, the doctor offered
to check Kiku, too. She found
some misalignments in the
dog’s spine, corrected them,
and sent both my mom and
Kiku home as happy patients.

Every Tuesday morning at
11:30 it was the same routine,
until my folks went away on va-
cation. A pet sitter came to the
house daily to feed and check
on Kiku. Everything went well 
until Tuesday, when Kiku went
missing. We all know animals 
are creatures of habit. Weekly
chiropractic treatments  be-
came a habit that Kiku appar-
ently had come to enjoy. It was 
not long before the office called
our house with this message:
‘Your dog Kiku is here for her 
11:30 appointment. She’s been 
adjusted and ready to be picked 
up.’ Kiku had taken it upon 
herself to walk to the office
on her own. I often marvel at 
this memory, now that I have 
become a dog owner myself.
How is it that Kiku knew the 
treatments were good for her?
How did she know the way
there? What type of internal
clock did she have that allowed 
her to be on time? What made 
her go, despite her mistress
not being there? Perhaps Kiku
went there to look for my mom.
Who knows? All I know is that 
Kiku was one smart and loyal 
dog. I have been seeing patients

for more than a decade now.
Not one of my patients has
ever walked to an appointment 
when he or she couldn’t get a
ride. Hmm. Makes me wonder. 
Is it me or the dog? I’ll never 
know.” (Dr. Cynthia Luce, D.C. 
practices chiropractic at 420
Old County Road in Pacifica.
For more information, please 
visit her at lucebones.com.)

LAP BAND LAND
On a recent trip to Los Ange-
les, I noticed all the billboards
advertising lap band surgery.
Wassup with that? Guess you
can never be too thin in L.A.

PRINT WARS
So the biggest, baddest, and
oldest alternative newspaper
around, The San Francisco Bay
Guardian, has prevailed in its
lawsuit against archrival S.F. 
Weekly (part of the 16-paper
Village Voice Media chain
headquartered in Phoenix) for
unfair competition. But the

Guardian is having a helluva
time collecting its judgment, 
and a pending court appeal
is slowing things down even 
more. The Guardian just got a
lien and is now “liening” hard 
on the Weekly, seizing and
selling off its two distribution
trucks and going after its rental
income. As editor and publisher 
of an underground rag of my
own, The Isla Vista Argo (1967-
1969), I have always looked up
to the Guardian. I even wrote 
a couple of pieces for it a few
years ago. So it’s painful to see 
fellow members of the peace-
and-love movement engaging 
in legal fisticuffs, but that’s
why we call it the free press.
I’m rooting for the independent
underdog Guardian to beat the
corporate mutts from Arizona.

SOCCER MOMS
Backers of the California mari-
juana legalization drive appar-
ently are counting on suburban
soccer moms to put them over

the top on the November ballot,
reasoning that the moms would 
rather have their kids buying 
clean dope from licensed shops 
than going to back-alley drug
dealers. But I guess that those
same moms wouldn’t mind tak-
ing a legal puff now and then 
to ease their angst and ennui.
Don’t believe me? Ask Nancy
Botwin.

SITESEER
Scroungers’ Center for Reus-
able Art Parts: scrap-sf.org

SWAMI SEZ
“No pirate will ever raise his 
pinky when drinking any sort 
of beverage.” (Pirate Law #51)
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Sharp Park
Golf Course
Editor:
I was troubled to read 

Laurie Goldberg’s letter
(12/30/09) in regards to
Sharp Park Golf Course.
I would humbly request
that you take into consid-
erations issues that were
notably absent in your
letter.

Just as I consider Pa-
cifica a jewel of the Bay
Area (and state), I also 
consider Sharp Park Golf 
Course a jewel of Paci-
fica. Rich in history, it
shines in its beauty and 
also serves an impor-
tant purpose. It is one of
the few affordable golf 
courses that our senior 
citizens can ejoy (as well 
as all ages) and I person-
ally believe it would be a
tragedy if it were stripped 
from our future.

I fear that all too often 
with our busy schedules, 
today’s young people do
not take the time to put 
themselves in the posi-
tion of our elders. These
are people who distin-
guished themselves as
hard-working contribu-
tors of our community 
and if it weren’t for them,
you and I wouldn’t be 
where we are.

Also, I’m afraid that
our politicians are too 
quick to put the interests
of the elderly on the short-
sell list in lieu of special
interest groups and their 
more substantial finan-
cial contributions.

I’m sure you are a fine
person, a good mother 
and I applaud you for
your efforts to afford
your children every op-
portunity that you can in
this troubled economy, 

but please let us share
our resources with all of
our citizens.

Remember, one day
your children will be old.
Let us cherish our trea-
sures carefully and man-
age them with wisdom.

Ronald Mobley
Linda Mar

The Curios
Editor:
In the midst of all of

the Best of 2009 lists, 
I began reflecting on 
the various live perfor-
mances I’d seen this year. 
From coffee shops to the 
symphony hall, I realized
what a treasure we have
in the Sanchez Concert
Hall (aka Mildred Owen 
Hall) where some very
good acts appeared this
year.

The Curios gave their 
best performance yet and
it was one of, if not, the 
best show of the year.
Their show left me with
a better feeling than 
“Wicked” or even the
Preservation Hall Jazz
Band.

Yes, I know, “apples
and oranges,” but my in-
ternal thrill-o-meter has 
to give the Curios the nod 
this year. After all, how 
often does the entire front
row file to the back of the 
stage to sing back-up?

Taking us on an alle-
gorical house-tour, lead
singer Nancy Hall seemed 
to effortlessly make it up 
as she went along, weav-
ing her songs into the
room. Good entertain-
ment. Thank you for the
tour.

Jim Odgers
Pacifica

Cliff erosion
Editor:
The new construction

on Esplanade is pretty
much the same thing they 
tried back in ‘98, and I fear
it won’t be much more ef-

fective. Both times they 
put lots of rock at the foot 
of the cliff to stop the ac-
tion of the waves at the 
cliff base. Back in ‘98 the
houses ended up going 
down the cliffs anyway. 
The dynamics of our cliffs 
are odd and blocking the 
waves at the bottom is 
not enough to keep them 
from coming down. The 
next time you are down 
on the beach look up at 
the cliff face. You will see 
horizontal groves about a
foot apart and six inches 
deep. Those are caused by 
the action of our strong 
winds on the soft sand 
of the cliff face. If you go 
there again after a rain 
then surface runoff and 
ground water will knock 
down those grooves and 
then the process will start 
all over again. That hap-
pens whether the bottom 
of the cliff is tide proof or 
not. Based on what you
see at Ft. Funston, where 
bunkers built in the 1930s 
are now down on the 
beach, I’d say that those 
cliff faces deteriorate at 
the rate of about a foot 
a year. The current soil 
engineers say that their 
barriers are stopping the 
erosion. I have to ask,
if that is so then what is 
that 50 foot hole doing at 
the cliff top  between 330 
and 340 Esplanade? Are 
they aware that another 
hole is forming just a few
yards  away from that 
one?

What should be done? 
The property owners rep-
resentatives for all the 
buildings on Esplanade 
should get together soon 
to determine where their 
mutual interests lie.  I 
understand that the own-
ers of Land’s end have 
some sort of obligation to 
maintain a beach access 
but the bottom of their 
“Hundred Steps.” That 
has been destroyed by the 
storm tides, but the crews 
working for the other 

properties could fix that
in a hurry. They should
let the big equipment
hired by 340 Espalnade 
use their “Hundred Steps”
slope to get to the beach.
Then the equipment will 
have a way to get stone 
down there without us-
ing an expensive and 
rather inadequate look-
ing bucket lift. They will 
have to repair the dam-
age at the bottom of the 
“Hundred steps,” restore
the lawn up top and plant 
ground cover on the new
slope, but that is all do-
able. They can’t cut in 
to the cliff to make it a 
slope as the city did at
Esplanade, because that 
would bring the buildings  
down. They could move a 
lot of material to create a 
new slope on top of the
breakwaters. That would
cover the cliff face and 
turn it in to a dune, as
long as the breakwaters 
keeps the waves away 
from the base. Then you 
could plant and maintain
ice plant or other ground
cover to keep the situa-
tion stable.

My plan, whatever 
happens to the apartment 
buildings, would at least
restore the nice public 
beach access at Land’s
End.

Paul Cowan
Pacific Manor

Open letter to
the

Tribune
Editor:
For your excellent 

year-round services and 
with my earnest wishes 
for your continuous pros-
perity, I thank you this
year, again. And I’m de-
lighted that in promot-
ing joy and camaraderie,
you give space to many 
of us trying to bring the
community together. Ex-
ample: publishing my no-

tices, Writer’s Workshop, 
in your People and Places 
section.

My workshop in 2008 
brought together several 
serious Pacifica writers.
I’m honored, thankful 
and humble to be in such
good company and look 
forward to many more of 
the same to join us soon.

Finally, I wish you,
your staff and your read-
ers a prosperous health-
filled 2010 and remain 
most grateful.

Camincha
Pacifica

Enthralling 
music

Editor:
Few times in one’s

life music will totally en-
thrall. This happened a
few weeks ago when The 
Curios performed at the 
Mildred Owen Concert
Hall.

Their combination of 
instruments — drums,
cello, piano, dulcimer and 
numerous others blended 
so incredibly. Now those 
were just the musical in-
struments. What came 
out of the breaths of the 
singers took us all to an-
other level. The poetry 
and vocals by Nancy Hall 
spun us into a place of 
fantasy and love. Not to 
mention all the harmony 
from the voices that sur-
rounded her, especially 
Lee Parvin. I have been 
to concerts by The Curios 
over the years, but this 
performance brought out 
the most elation.

Unfortunately, their 
concerts do not come
about readily enough. Af-
ter 10 years of us waiting,
they have released their 
new CD “Pillow Book.” I 
have played it over and 
over again to relive the 
essence and joy of that 
evening. I highly recom-
mend that others listen
and experience this won-

derful gift. Thank you to 
The Curios.

Denise Tonge
Pacifica

Healthcare
reform

Editor:
I could not believe 

people do not try to find 
the truth before writing 
to the Trib. First of all, 
the statement Medicare 
running successfully at a 
cost of less than 5 percent 
is so wrong. It costs you 
and me billions of dollars 
in fraud alone. No one in 
Washington is even inves-
tigating the corruption. It 
is close to bankruptcy.

To put everyone on 
Medicare will surely 
bankrupt the system. You 
want to have an honest 
medical program. Stop 
the frivolous lawsuits by 
lawyers. That alone would 
pay for those people 
without insurance. And 
lastly, I do not want my 
money paying for abor-
tions for people who can-
not control themselves.
Presently, I have HMO 
through Kaiser Perman-
ente which provides me 
with a doctor that I can 
email with my problems. 
I have access to a nurse 
if I have concerns. All my 
medical records are on-
line. Before you criticize 
HMO find out from peo-
ple that have HMO.

So the only change I 
want to see is control over
medications and lawsuits
that drive up the price of 
medical care. Also, get 
rid of all those restric-
tions placed on hospitals 
and doctors. 

Stop blaming the in-
surance company. Their 
rates are dependent on 
the rise in costs from hos-
pitals that have all these 
suits against them for 
millions of dollars.

Gerald Belliveau
Linda Mar
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Turkey vultures roost in tree at Gray Lodge state wildlife refuge near Colusa, California.
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