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120/09
The millennium has arrived. The
miracle has happened. This
country has finally elected an
African-American president, and
to top it off, he is politically
progressive, a body surfer, and a
pickup basketball player. How
cool is that! And best of all, he
starts in a week. So go pinch
yourself and stop holding your
breath. The inauguration of
Barack H. Obama comes
appropriately one day after
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
birthday. Celebrate good times!

PUBLIC SERVICE
President-elect Obama and
former Secretary of State Colin
Powell urge all Americans to get
out and volunteer on the upcom-
ing holiday weekend honoring
Martin Luther King, Jr. Pacifica
Beach Coalition and Environ-
mental Family have answered
the call and joined the nation-
wide work party with a beach
cleanup (9 a.m.) and habitat
restoration (10 a.m.) Saturday,
January 17, in Linda Mar. Just
show up with your gardening
gloves and a bucket. Clark

Many have known from the be-
ginning that the invasion of Iraq was
based on lies and an agenda of mili-
tarism and aggression. In Pacifica, a
grand group of residents spontane-
ously came together in June 2003 to
create a substantial PEACE campaign
and presence. We named ourselves
Pacifica Peace People. In the past
51⁄2 years, we have held peace events
at Sanchez Concert Hall, the public
library, and the remarkable “Eyes
Wide Open” exhibit and peace march
on Pacifica State Beach at Linda Mar
[Sept. 21, 2007 – International Peace
Day]. We hold vigils each third
Wednesday of the month from 6 – 7
p.m. on the southeast corner of Linda
Mar Blvd. and Highway 1 in front of
Denny’s.

Three years ago we promoted and
gathered signatures in support of a
U.S. Department of Peace. A delega-
tion met with Congressman Tom
Lantos asking his endorsement [he
refused].

We approached our own City
Council to support this visionary
development – to no avail. Over the
past year and a half, we have col-
lected nearly 1,000 signatures at Fog
Fest, Pacifica farmers’ market, and
other venues in support of declaring
Pacifica another City for Peace. Our
hope and expectation was that our
City Council would pass an official
resolution and align our city with
285+ cities throughout the U.S. to
oppose the Iraq War, to demand its
end, and to prevent unilateral U.S.
military aggression in Iran and around
the world.

We have not identified a single
City Council member to advance our
resolution before the entire council.
It is unfortunate that council leader-
ship is lacking on this critical issue
that seriously affects our city. Money
spent on the Iraq War and occupation
would have been available to our city
for necessary – and basic – services
such as schools, public safety, af-
fordable and energy-efficient hous-

ing, and health services for residents.
Through June 2008, the cost of the
war to Pacifica was $114 million
[www.nationalpriorities.org <http://
www.nationalpriorities.org> ]. The
Iraq War and occupation have cost us
$2 billion/month and will total $3
trillion before they are over.

In lieu of council’s interest in sup-
porting and promoting this resolu-
tion, we the Pacifica Peace People,
along with hundreds of other
Pacificans, declare Pacifica another
City for Peace. We will run a full-
page ad in the Tribune on January 28
with a partial listing of those who
favor this action.

We will forward the declaration to
the incoming Obama Administration
and to our Senators Barbara Boxer
and Dianne Feinstein and our Con-
gressional Representative Jackie
Speier.

Please contact us at our email ad-
dress info@pacificapeacepeople.net if
you want to sign your name on the ad.

If you would like to support Pacifica
Peace People in its work, donations are
gladly accepted through our website
at:www.pacificapeacepeople.net

We are clear about this: We want
peace and an end to the Iraq War
NOW. We are opposed to U.S. unilat-
eral military intervention in Iran and
other countries in the Middle East.
Our group believes that there are al-
ways better ways to solve differences
than by use of military force, with its
inevitable toll on human life and the
destruction caused to the infrastruc-
ture of any affected nation.

Though we have high hopes and
expectations that the Obama Admin-
istration will choose a diplomatic
rather than a military path, we Pacifi-
cans insist on such change from our
leaders. We will continue to work
against the forces of war and destruc-
tion and toward a world of peace,
justice and love.

Submitted by Delia McGrath with
help from Mark Coby, Steve Patton,
John Maybury and Clark Natwick.

Natwick and Ranger Mary Petrilli
will show you the drill. You can
pull ice plant, pick up litter, or plant
native seedlings in the dunes. It’s all
about protecting Pacifica’s snowy
plovers, our own endangered bird
species that struggles to survive on
the beach here despite heavy traffic
(people, dogs, and other creatures).
Then on King’s birthday itself,
Monday, January 19, join
GGNRA’s volunteer crew from
noon to 3 p.m. on Mori Point
(behind Moose Lodge) to work on
the trails and ponds within the
national park right here in Pacifica.
Call Cody Fyotek, Senior Volunteer
Coordinator, Golden Gate National
Parks Conservancy, 415-561-3077,
for details on waivers, equipment,
tasks, etc. Finally, in the true Lynn
Adams/Ian Butler spirit, if you’re
not a big joiner or team player, just
go out and tidy up your own
favorite hiking trail, beach, or creek
this weekend. Carry a plastic bag
for the litter you pick up and
pretend you’re just out walkin’ the
dog.

KILLER ENCHILADAS
Joe Murillo’s Green Enchilada is a
hit. Mayor Julie Lancelle cut the
ribbon at the mariachi-drenched
grand opening celebration January
10, backed up by City Councilmen
Jim Vreeland and Pete DeJarnatt. A
happy crowd of well-wishers lined
up inside the narrow galley space of
the organic taqueria to order
enchiladas, tamales, tacos, burritos,
and other Mexican fare. The
musicians played and sang on the
sidewalk out front. If you’re

jonesin’ for rotisserie chicken a la
Rockaway farmer’s market, now
you can get your chicken fix at
Green Enchilada (Fulton Valley free
range, 12 bucks).

PELICAN PROBLEMS
Are pelicans the new canaries? All
along the West Coast, the giant
fishing birds with the prehistoric
profile have been falling ill from a
mysterious disorder. Some rescued
pelicans are being treated and
released, but many more have
landed sick in backyards, parking
lots, and public highways from
southern Oregon to Baja California.
Scientists are racing to figure out
exactly what the cause of the
strange malady is. Theories include
naturally occurring domoic acid,
toxic runoff from last year’s forest

fires, and drought/La Nina. Bird
lovers admire pelicans as they glide
just above breaking wavecrests in
search of a meal. We hope the big
birds survive this latest health threat,
the first serious one since DDT
almost wiped them out years ago.

AGITATOR DISRUPTS
PEACE RALLY
January 6, as people gathered
peacefully at Highway 1 and Linda
Mar to protest the war in Gaza and
Israel, an enraged motorist stopped in
traffic and engaged in a shouting
match with the demonstrators. Then
he parked his car at the shopping
center and returned to the scene,
shouting and shoving, slightly
injuring one of the demonstrators.
When the agitated man ran through
the parking lot, several demonstra-
tors followed him to take his picture
and hold him for police, who shortly
came on the scene to question the
man and several witnesses. No one
pressed charges, so because police
did not see the incident occur, they
took down the man’s information
and released him. One bystander
noted that as soon as the police
detained him, his demeanor changed
drastically, and he spoke calmly with
police as if nothing had happened.
But I had heard the man shouting and
had seen him up close as he ran
through the parking lot, his face and
eyes full of hate and fear.

BATTER UP
Baseball comes to local cable
television on Comcast channel 412.
It’s the MLB Network, with classic
World Series games, interviews,
analysis, winter trades, etc. Can’t
wait for Opening Day? Tune in to
412 now.

INNER EDIROT
Rockets were flying and people
were dying in Gaza and Israel,
but the front-page lead story of
the San Francisco Chronicle on
January 5 was about the city’s
massage parlor inspectors. And to
top it off, the story headline was
wrong: “ambiguous attitudes”
should have been “ambivalent
attitudes.” Grrr!

FRESH & EASY STALL
In a San Mateo County Times
news story on December 24, a list
of proposed Fresh & Easy
grocery stores in the Bay Area
did not list Pacifica as a potential
location. Tesco’s expansion into

Northern California has stalled.
A company spokesman said:
“All the store openings have
been delayed.” Repeated phone
calls to the reporter for further
information were not returned.
(Lionel Emde,
PacificaRiptide.com)

VEGAWATT
Finz seafood restaurant in Dedham,
Massachusetts is trying out the so-
called Vegawatt invention that
converts deep-fryer grease into
electricity to power the restaurant’s
equipment and lights. (Wired.com)

TURN IT OFF
“We appreciate your business, but
we don’t need to know your
business. For prompt service,
please hang up your cell phone or
move to the end of the line.” (sign
in Providence, Rhode Island
bakery)

SITESEER
•Last chance to throw shoes at
Bush: aksaler.com/game.htm
•Pacifican John Flinn’s post-
Chronicle travel plans:
worldhum.com

SWAMI SEZ
“When we try to pick out anything
by itself, we find it hitched to
everything else in the universe.”
(John Muir)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Goofbuster.com
•PacificaRiptide.com
•PacificaTribune.com
•WanderingAndWondering.com
•e: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

My Turn
By  Delia McGrath
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by the residents. One could at the
time walk a loop trail through Rock-
away valley.

 The demise of these roads/trails
took place when the 100 year storms
of January 1982 hit Pacifica. Many
mudslides occurred throughout East
Rockaway and Pacifica. The char-
acter of the area was much affected
by storms. As a matter of fact the
roads in many cases, contributed to
the mudslides as a result of a lack of
hydrology considerations in their
design. The January storms of 1981
were a historic day for Pacifica with
the city’s geotechnical requirements
for building experiencing much
needed changes.

 Mr. Blackman’s statement about
Rockaway not yet seeing its intended
build-out is not aobservation shared
by many Rockaway residents, espe-
cially those with the creek running
through their yards. Tens of thou-

sands of dollars have been spent and
will be spent by creekside residents
to shore up the creek in order to
maintain what is left of their back-
yards. The incremental infill and
expansion development taking place
in East Rockaway, with its rooftops
and impervious surfaces has con-
tributed greatly to the demise of
private property. An unintentional
mitigation, unrecognized by the
planning department, is streets, such
as Rockaway Beach Avenue that
don’t have sidewalks and storm
drains that contibute to environmen-
tal degradation.

 The traffic, on Rockaway Beach
Avenue over the years has incre-
mentally gotten worse. The narrow
nature of the road and its blind spots,
not to mention the poor condition of
the road, are a growing challenge to
the East Rockaway residents, espe-
cially those at the far end of  Rock-
away Beach Avenue. In the past the
residents have attempted to get as-
sistance from the city to install speed
bumps, however a stop sign was
installed with the intent to slow the

traffic down.
 So, Troglia Terrace, because it

is flat and traffic free, has, for 15
years been the neighborhood play
ground, for children of all ages, be-
ing used for skateboarding, toddler
bicycle use and various ball sports
on a daily basis.

Some action will need to be taken
to develop a safe alternative play
site. The city designated neighbor-
hood park, that is land given to the
city by Alcoa’s Challenge Homes,
at one time, was being prepared for
use, unfortunately it was not com-
pleted due to ongoing political and
budgetary constraints.

 The greenbelt between Rock-
away Creek and Fassler is a very
active wildlife corridor and should
be considered a bio-region.

 Lastly, the green belt is/was in-
tended, as stated in Pacifica’s Gen-
eral Plan, and Open Space Task
Force Report, to have a pedestrian
trail to access Cattle Hill.

 If Mr. Blackman is hell bent on
building out East Rockaway one can
only hope it is done in a heavenly

Relatively
Speaking

Dorsetta Hale

way. In the mean time many of the
residents like myself would like to
see the paper streets stay in limbo,
until a comprehensive plan dealing
with the issues stated above, is in
place.

Ron Maykel
Rockaway Beach

Good Samaritan
Editor:
Saturday evening on the way to

dinner at the four-way stop sign in
Pacific Manor there was a stalled car
with a very frustrated looking man
inside.

My daughter, son-in-law and I were
going to pull over to see if we could
help but before we could the truck
ahead of us pulled over, a man got out
and pushed the car out of the way.

Thank you sir, it’s great to see people
helping people and you are to be com-
mended for your kindness.

Cindy Connolly
Vallemar

Where, O Where
Could our
Walgreens Be?

I recently returned to Pacifica
after living in the East Bay for 15
years. Many things remained the

Donna Fentanes

From the
Shoe

same, many things changed and
many things were changing.

Mazzetti’s still makes the most
delicious chocolate-slathered, cus-
tard filled bars. The air still has its
lingering fish aroma. The salty
wind still blows fresh and fierce
off the mighty Pacific.

Of the things that have changed,
Seavue Theater is gone, but not
my memories of the Sunday mati-
nees for a dollar, where you saw
two movies, incidentally. The gas
prices are no longer 76 cents a
ga l lon ;  and  the  o ld  Manor
McDonald’s sign, indicating how
many billions had been served, is
long gone.

But the things that are chang-

ing are the most exciting to note.
McDonald’s built a whole new
structure  wi th  a  p layground.
(That’s not fair; it wasn’t there
when I was a kid!) I considered it
my sacred duty as a former em-
ployee to pay homage during its
grand re-opening last August.
Safeway is reinventing itself, with
a new Starbucks, not less.

Perhaps, the most anticipated
change is the construction of a
Walgreen’s. In the East Bay, my
kids and I would go to our neigh-
borhood Walgreen’s every week
after church. It was one of our
rituals. All of the clerks knew my
kids. It was walking distance from
our home. So, when I saw the

“Coming Soon — Walgreen’s”
sign, I was certain I had made the
right choice to return. It was a sign!
I  was  so  exc i ted .  We love
Walgreen’s. However, now when I
drive down to the store, I feel I am
being teased with the unfinished
building. I had hoped it would be
done in time for all my Christmas
shopping, like how I used to do it
back in the East Bay. Alas, it was
not meant to be, for last year, at
least. I long to peruse the weekly
ad, and cash in on the specials. I
can’t wait to get to know the sales
clerks. Maybe one of my kids will
work there. When, O When will
our Walgreen’s Open?

Pacifican Donna Fentanes is a
single mother of 10 children.

Visit our website at
www.pacificatribune.comWhat the Barack

Inauguration
Means to Me

Fifty years ago, my parents mar-
ried in their segregated home state of
Alabama and moved to California
where I was born. I grew up as the
only black girl in all-white schools,
with the exception of two Japanese
American and Mexican American
kids. At the time, it was nothing I was
proud of. I always felt like a guinea
pig while my parents always felt pride.
There was tremendous responsibility
for me, because my little sister would
be the second and I wanted the load to
be easier for her.

As I learned the history of the
hardships my enslaved ancestors en-
dured, I began to appreciate their sac-
rifices and found strength in knowing
that they were looking out for the
aspirations of future generations and
me.

On November 4th, 2008, at 8:15
(PST) when it was confirmed on tele-
vision news that Barack Obama had
won the Presidential election, I was as
overwhelmed with pride as if some-
one from my own family had won.
Cheers reverberated from the streets,
car horns began honking and illegal
firecrackers left over from the 4th of
July began popping. My home and
cell phones rang nonstop, and I could
barely keep up with the calls waiting.

One of my daughters was in traffic

in Los Angeles, her phone cutting in
and out as though circuits became
busy. My son was out with friends and
asked me to save the next day’s news-
paper, because he was sure the front
page would be a keeper. My other
daughter, who is away at college in
New York, could barely be heard over
the screaming, parade of streaking
students celebrating on campus. And
my daughter in Oakland wasn’t wor-
ried about the sound of gunfire, be-
cause they were shots in the air, not at
people.

That night was surreal. There were
so many people I wanted to hug living
and deceased. When Mr. Obama and
his family came onstage at Chicago’s
Grant Park, I felt a wave of warmth
rush over me. I thought of all those
who’d come before me, who had to
withstand and sacrificed so much just
to be treated as equal human beings. I
stood up and hugged myself for them.

I wish I could be there when Presi-
dent Elect Barack Obama, the first
American with half-African blood
takes the oath of office. I’d be along-
side the spirits of many a great guinea
pigs and the many great people of

every color who’ve made this day pos-
sible.

Since tickets to the January 20th
Inauguration are the hottest tickets in
the world to come by, there will be
community events nationwide. Locally,
there will be free public viewings on
large screens, and a lavish, ticket only,
evening party hosted by Morris Day at
the Metreon.  Bring a new package of
socks or a $5 donation attend the event
at the San Francisco Civic Center Plaza.
A viewing with refreshments will be
held at the San Francisco Main Library
in the Koret Auditorium and a free
breakfast with entertainment in Marin
City sponsored by the Marin County
Inauguration Committee.  Saturday,
January 17, Borders Books in San
Mateo will host a Kids Inauguration
Party at 2 p.m.

For more information go to
www.performingstars.org/Documents/
I n a u g _ f l y e r _ c o p y . p d f ,
w w w . i n a u g u r a t i o n w e s t . c o m ,
www.nextarts.org, www.borders.com/
online/store/StoreDetailView_141,
and www.sfpl.org.

Email Dorsetta Hale at
thecoastisclear.dh@hotmail.com
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