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HAIL TO THE CHIEF
Congratulations to Barack H.
Obama, inaugurated as president
of the United States on January
20. President Obama’s speeches
have been favorably compared to
those of the great Roman orator
Cicero.

CITY FOR PEACE
Pacifica Peace People (PPP) has
been gathering signatures on a
petition to encourage the City
Council to pass an official
resolution declaring Pacifica a
City for Peace. PPP has more than
1,000 signatures so far but has

been unable to find a council
member to sponsor the resolution,
so it has decided to make the
declaration itself. PPP will run a
full-page ad in next week’s Pacifica
Tribune. If you would like to help
make Pacifica a City for Peace,
email:
leslie@pacificapeacepeople.net with
your full name as you would like it
to appear in the ad. In addition, if
you can help pay for the ad with a
donation of $5 or more, PPP would
very much appreciate it. (Your
name will appear in the ad even if
you can’t donate.) To donate, use
the PayPal link on
PacificaPeacePeople.net. Or email
leslie@pacificapeacepeople.net and
ask for an address where you can
mail your check. Please make
checks payable to Pacifica Peace
People.

INNER EDIROT
Bay Area News Group (BANG)
newspapers carried a story January
8 about avalanches, mudslides, and
road closures in Washington state,
but the headline read “Widespread

flooding strikes in Midwest.” Some
poor copy editor needs a geography
lesson!

FRIENDS OF
FARMERS MARKET
“Sponsorships are considered an
advertising expense for businesses.
If you have a small business that
would care to offer a deeper level of
support for our farmers markets, I
welcome hearing from you. And
thanks to the select and chosen few
who suggested this fine idea and
invested early.” (Erin Tormey,
Founder, Coastside Farmers
Markets, 650-726-4895,
farmersmarket@coastside.net)

ROAD HOGS
“Beware the fast-food/testosterone
traffic zone around Linda Mar
McDonald’s. My two most recent
encounters with certifiable turkeys
in that area involve beefy boys
driving big macho machines. The
one on January 16 was a real doozy:
a Honda Ridgeline with a local
PCFCA bumper sticker and a very
confusing set of rear-window

decals—Yankees and Red Sox. How
does this guy sleep at night? Any-
way, with his meaty left arm jiggling
on the windowsill and clutching a
McDonald’s drink, which he kept
sucking on, this bozo came bouncing
out of the drive-up window lane and
drove up Linda Mar Boulevard
alongside me. At the Adobe lane
merge, he gunned it and cut me off
without signaling, then stuck his fat
finger out the window and flipped
me off. Have a nice short life,
douche bag! The other incident
occurred December 19 at the same
spot. A big dude driving a large
white pickup truck and trailer
zoomed out of the shopping center
parking lot across both lanes of
Linda Mar Boulevard, right in front
of me. I slammed on my brakes and
gave him a defensive, warning toot
on the horn. He flipped me off and
then gunned his engine and lurched
forward as if to hit my car with his
truck. I just stared at him in disbelief,
which I know you are not supposed
to do. The cops say not to gesture or
even have eye contact with bad guys.
I guess that is seen as an aggressive

BY JEAN BARTLETT

CORRESPONDENT

On Jan. 6, 2009, Congresswoman
Jackie Speier (D-12th District, CA)
joined her fellow Congresspersons as
the 111th Congress was sworn in.

With the country in the throes of
economic hurdles and a new Presi-
dent and his transition team holding
the hopes and worries of U.S. citizens
as perhaps never before, Speier has
rolled up her sleeves to face the chal-
lenges.

JB: How did the first two weeks of
the 111th Congress go?

Rep. Speier: I think we’ve gotten
off to a good start. Since being sworn
in, the House has passed two impor-
tant bills on workplace equality: the
Lilly Ledbetter Equal Pay Act and
The Paycheck Fairness Act. We also
passed an expansion of children’s
healthcare, known in California as
“Healthy Families,” which was ve-
toed twice by President Bush but is
supported by President-elect Obama.

JB: What issues are you bringing
to Congress?

 Rep. Speier: I want to focus on
bringing accountability, innovation
and reform to government. I intend to
introduce legislation on a variety of
topics: from combating staph infec-
tions in hospitals to better regulating
our financial systems, to seeking ways
to encourage the development of more
skilled, green-collar jobs.

JB: Real and immediate action is
something people want from Con-
gress. Many people are concerned that
political representatives are so
weighted down by politeness and po-
litical correctness that nothing hap-
pens. Are you willing to bite the bullet
and charge in to get things done?

 Rep. Speier: My style has always
been more about charging ahead than
hanging back. The travel requirement
for a Member of Congress from Cali-
fornia can be grueling and the only

reason I put up with it is so I can bring
about much-needed change in Wash-
ington. I hear from constituents every
day and I think they know that I am a
fighter and am less concerned with
making friends than I am about mak-
ing sound public policy.

JB: What do you envision for this
country with Barack Obama at the
helm?

Rep. Speier: I have high hopes for
President-elect Obama. We face try-
ing times and it will not be easy to
repair all the damage done over the
last eight years, but I believe Barack
Obama is up to the task. He gives our
nation a much-needed fresh start, par-
ticularly in foreign policy. I am im-
pressed with his commitment to a
leaner, more accountable government
and look forward to working with him
to reform the earmark process.

JB: There are those who are not
thrilled that Barack Obama is Presi-
dent. What do you say to them?

Rep. Speier: We live in a democ-
racy. In my lifetime, there have been
more Presidents that I disagreed with
than I supported, but they were still
my President. To those who do not
support Mr. Obama, I ask only that
they give him a chance to make his
proposals then debate the ideas on
their merits.

JB: How are you going to reach
across the table to work with Repub-
licans?

Rep. Speier: I have always reached
out to Members who share similar
interests. One of my first acts when I
joined Congress was to sit down with
Arizona Republican Congressman Jeff
Flake. I had long admired his stance
against earmarks and, even though we
have different views on many issues,
we have agreed to combine forces to
reform the process.

 I am also working to increase
awareness for public cord-blood bank-
ing, piggybacking on legislation
authored by Republican Congressman

Chris Smith, whose 2005 bill created
the National Cord Blood Inventory.

JB: These are very tough economic
times and people are afraid and mad.
Do you have words of encouragement
or advice?

Rep. Speier: There is no shortage
of so-called experts offering financial
advice, but most of it isn’t worth the
makeup wasted for their television
appearances. At times like these, it is
important to remember what our pri-
orities really are. Is your family taken
care of? Are you able to save for
unforeseen circumstances?

 On a more practical level, it may
be a good time to refinance your home.
The amount of an FHA conforming
loan has been raised and interest rates
are quite low.

JB: Do you think volunteerism
could help us all?

Rep. Speier: Volunteers are the
backbone of our society. In tough
economic times, when philanthropic
donations to charities are reduced,
volunteerism becomes even more cru-
cial. This is another area where Presi-
dent Obama can be a transformational
leader by converting his millions of
on-line campaign supporters into a
potent volunteer force for change.

JB: Now seems to be the time that
Congress and the country are taking a
real look at its actions and in-actions.
In that regard, is there any work in
Congress to make sure that what hap-
pened and is still happening due to
Hurricane Katrina will never happen
again?

Rep. Speier: Unfortunately, with
our changing climate, more and more
deadly hurricanes and other weather
events are likely in the near future.
Fortunately, Americans already did
the single most important thing to
make sure that the Hurricane Katrina
response doesn’t happen again – we
elected Barack Obama. The shameful
lack of planning prior to Katrina was
the product of an administration that

did not believe in public service or the
responsibility government has to pro-
tect and serve the people who trusted
them with that authority. That is clearly
not the case with the new administra-
tion.

JB: Rumor has it that if all the auto
and bank executives currently in
trouble, didn’t receive any kind of com-
pensation for a year or were fired with-
out any compensation package, their
companies wouldn’t need to be bailed
out. In addition, chat around the water
cooler centers on the various executive
behaviors which have led to a lot of
ruin. Any comments on these opinion-
ated statements?

Rep. Speier: I certainly agree that
the principle reason for many of the
bank and auto company failures was
poor – or downright incompetent –
leadership. Remember, when Secre-
tary Paulson first proposed his bailout
of the financial industry back in Octo-
ber, there were no provisions for cur-
tailing executive salaries or limiting
bonuses and severance packages. I was
one of the first Members of Congress
to call for severely restricting execu-
tive pay and I believe we should con-
tinue to investigate wrongdoing on the
part of CEOs and other top officials of
these companies. Over the last decade,
executive compensation has dramati-
cally outpaced the salaries of average
workers and the divide between rich
and poor in America has grown into a
yawning chasm. Those who made the
decisions that led to this market col-
lapse must be held responsible and I,
for one, will continue to push for inves-
tigations into any potential criminal
wrongdoing.

 I think it is only fair that, if your
company accepts taxpayer dollars, then
you also accept reasonable restrictions
on executive salaries, bonuses and other
big ticket items.

JB: How can/will this country start
again encouraging innovators and in-
ventors so that we can create a benefi-
cial Environmental Revolution?

Rep. Speier: The economic re-
covery package that Congress and
President Obama are working on in-
cludes investments for alternative
energy sources and other forms of
green technology. This is s a wise use
of taxpayer money that will create
hundreds of thousands of well-pay-
ing jobs and help move our country
away from our dangerous and dirty
carbon-based energy policy.

 In the shorter term, we can en-
courage the purchase of fuel-effi-
cient vehicles by providing direct-
to-consumer rebates to those buying
low-MPG cars and trucks.

JB: Are there areas of science
and medicine that you really encour-
age individuals to get out and create?

Rep. Speier: First off, I encour-
age anyone interested in science and
medicine to pursue it. We are desper-
ately in need of innovative original
thinkers to guide us into the future.
Specifically, I think there is still much
to learn from stem cell research and
we have only scratched the surface
when it comes to climate change.
Over the past twenty or so years,
many of the world’s top scientists
have come from other countries, such
as Japan and Germany, who invest
more in education. That is something
that must change. For our nation to
survive and thrive, we must increase
our investment in education, particu-
larly in the sciences.

JB: How would you like to see
this country participating with the
nations of the world?

Rep. Speier: Diplomatically. We
should be a collaborator in a commu-
nity of nations, not the playground
bully.

JB: Why is it important to you to
be a voice in the House?

Rep. Speier: What is important
to me is to spend every day fighting
to make our country and the world
better, safer and more equitable. I am
honored to represent San Francisco

and the Peninsula in the United States
Congress but, were I not here, I would
be fighting for the things I believe in
wherever I was.

JB: You began your career in poli-
tics with the late Congressman Leo
Ryan, does he still influence you?

Rep. Speier: Greatly. Congress-
man Ryan was the most passionate
public servant I have ever met. When
I was first sworn-in back in April, I
recited three things that I learned from
Leo Ryan: Remember who you work
for, question the status quo and al-
ways stand up for what you believe in,
even if you stand alone.

JB: Would you like to put out a
hope of where you would like to see
this country six months from now or
one year from now?

Rep. Speier: My first answer is:
JOBS.  We need to get America back
to work now. Many of the good ideas
coming out of Congress provide solu-
tions for the long-run, which is impor-
tant, but to quote FDR’s domestic
policy advisor Harry Hopkins, “people
eat in the short-run.”

 I think in six months, we could see
real progress on reforming the regula-
tory and oversight processes to pro-
vide better transparency to our finan-
cial systems. And by next year, I would
like to start seeing a real change to
how healthcare is delivered.

JB: Any comments you want to
send out to Pacificans?

Rep. Speier: Pacifica is a special
place. Some of my dearest childhood
memories involve traveling over the
hill from South San Francisco to go to
the beach. I don’t have to tell you;
you’re lucky to live there! I also have
a personal affinity for Pacifica dating
back to the first time I ran for office. In
the 1979 special election to fill Leo
Ryan’s congressional seat, I finished
in third place, district-wide, but in one
city, I came in first. That city was
Pacifica.

In the 111th Congress, Rep. Jackie Speier stands up to be counted
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act. Well, excuse me all to hell.
Anyway, I had to restart my car,
which had stalled when I slammed
on the brakes to avoid colliding
with this jerk, and I proceeded on,
while he whipped around behind
me and got in the left-turn lane. I
saw Dolan Concrete Pumping on
the side of his truck, but I couldn’t
get a license number. It is a local
business at 520 San Pedro
Avenue, according to an Internet
search, but when I tried the phone
number, it didn’t work.” (Dolores
De Cabeza, PacificaRiptide.com)

NEW EATS
Pacifica is lucky to have a new
organic taqueria (Joe Murillo’s
Green Enchilada), a new sushi
place in the former Raymond’s, a
new Pakistani/Indian buffet
(Ocean of India), and a rumored
new surf-and-turf spot (chef
Derek Burns) in the old garden
center in front of Sea Bowl.

SITESEER
•The National Guard belongs at
home: Bringtheguardhome.org

•Consumer Federation of Califor-
nia: consumercal.org
•Social lending: lendingclub.com
•Don’t get bogged down again:
getafghanistanright.com
•Demand justice in post-Katrina
shootings: colorofchange.org
•Help for families of autistic
children: autismpartnership.org
•Make oral history come alive:
storycorps.net

SWAMI SEZ
“A husband is someone who, after
taking out the trash, gives the
impression that he has just
cleaned the whole house.”
(Anonymous)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Goofbuster.com
•PacificaRiptide.com
•PacificaTribune.com
•WanderingAndWondering.com
•e: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Visit our website at
www.pacificatribune.com

and fact-finding trips to Reno.
CTEAC can literally save Pacifica.
I encourage the city council to act
now!

Paul C. McGregor
Future CTEAC Chairman
and Founder (for life)
Manor District

GreenTech
Businesses

Editor:
Mayor Julie Lancelle’s thought-

ful speech to Pacifica Democrats
perceptively identified Pacifica’s
unusual ability to work together for
volunteer causes, and our unusual
inability to work together for finan-
cial goals. Pacifica’s weak business
base continues to hurt the finances
of our entire community.

Our City Council deals with this
problem all the time. But since our
Council members are not business
people, they tend to think of finan-
cial solutions in terms they do un-
derstand — taxes, assessments, and
fees.

We need more creative solutions.
We need businesses. Our residential
population is not balanced by suffi-
cient businesses. Our shopping cen-
ters have empty sites.  Our people

want to work nearby. We need busi-
ness jobs, incomes and taxes.

The world wants “GreenTech”
ideas and businesses. We can capi-
talize on this.  Pacifica has.many
people who understand environmen-
tal issues, but few GreenTech busi-
nesses. We are ideally suited to de-
velop leadership in the emerging
GreenTech fields of energy, envi-
ronment, computers and communi-
cation.

The Chamber of Commerce has
already done some work on this, but
much more could be done. The City
Council could even appoint a com-
mittee of local business people to
market Pacifica as a GreenTech cen-
ter, to attract new and existing busi-
nesses.

Jim Heldberg
Park Pacifica

If it’s not
broken…

Editor:
If something isn’t broken, don’t

fix it. It seems our City Council
never got this message when it comes
to Coastside Scavenger. The only
thing broken and in need of repair is
the City Council.

Coastside maintains the best re-
cycling center in the state of Cali-
fornia. It is open six days a week,
eight hours a day. I maintain three
households, including my mother in

law’s house in Turlock where they
charge seniors $22 per month.

I maintain a house in San Bruno
for my grandsons. They charge $22
per month and their recycle center is
open Saturday 12-4 only and neither
city offers a mini-can as Coastside
does. Seniors here pay $14.35 per
month, for a 30-gallon can.

Now our worn-out and over-
worked City Council has no time to
use a telephone themselves to find
out what other cities are charging. If
you are too old and too tired to
handle the duties you were elected
to do, you need to resign and let
some younger people handle the job
the way it was intended. There is no
reason for you to spend $150,000 to
study the garbage companies, a job
you were elected to do. I certainly
hope we can get term limits so you
do not sit on the council too tired to
do the job you were elected to do.

A perfect man would be Nick
Gust, the best mayor this town ever
saw and Cal Hinton for the knowl-
edge and three younger people who
could work with them.

Pete Pereira
Linda Mar

Why America’s
Veterans Should
be Honored

Alexis Rinck, an eighth grader at
Ocean Shore School won a first place

gold medal from the membership of
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
#10245 in Pacifica for her essay,
“Why America’s Veterans Should be
Honored” in their annual Patriot’s
Pen competition. Rinck will move up
to District-level competition.

The following is
the text of her
winning essay:

War; you need a conflict and
people to fight. War is an ugly thing,
something that does a lot of damage
and is hurtful to everyone. It takes a
brave soul to face the ugly, at the
source. America’s veterans have
faced the hardships and the brutality.
Why should American’s veterans be
honored? The more appropriate ques-
tion would be: Why shouldn’t we
honor America’s veterans?

War isn’t a vacation place. Not
many people want to be there. Many
who went to fight in war were drafted.
Many people take it for granted that
war is not as bad as it seems, but
many veterans would say otherwise.
Veterans have come back home with
stories.

Stories that are so frightening and
graphic, they still cannot bear to tell
some of them. Seeing violence of
that nature is traumatic to anyone.

Someone has to cook dinner and
someone has to take out the trash, but
someone has to fight in war, too. It’s

so admirable to know that veterans
spent part of serving their country.
It involves a lot of self-sacrifice,
selflessness and an honorable per-
son to do such a deed. If only the
younger generation would realize
that without veterans fighting, we
may not be here today. Veterans
have made a difference no matter
what war they fought or served in.
They were there to help and that is
true nobility.

It isn’t always about the “Why?”
sometimes it is about the “How?”.
So, how can we honor America’s
veterans? Veteran’s Day should re-
ally be made into a learning day
because kids should know why they

should be proud to be American.
What would be really great would
be if veterans could come into class-
rooms and talk with the kids about
their time in war, how they felt, their
experiences and being a patriot. It
would be beneficial to both veterans
and kids.

Why shouldn’t America’s veter-
ans be honored? They didn’t just
serve in a war; they helped our coun-
try.

So even for people who are not in
favor of present wars, support the
troops by sending care packages and
letters; they would appreciate it. If
you cannot stand behind our troops
feel free to stand in front of them.


