
Surely someone must
have noticed.

There is a profoundly
disturbing sentence buried 
in the technical language of 
the Sharp Park Golf Course 
seawall evaluation that was 
assembled for the City of
San Francisco by ARUP 
Consulting Partners. The
critical 5.4 paragraph was
ignored in the brief staff
summary presented to the
SF Recreation and Parks
Commission as they pre-
pared to vote for the eigh-
teen hole alternative.

The pertinent section of 
the report is titled Failure 
Mechanisms. ARUP uses 
“Sharp Park” to refer only 
to the golf course. They 
state:

5.4 Flooding
Adjacent to the north-

ern edge of Sharp Park is
the City of Pacifica’s Beach 
Boulevard Sea Wall. The

top of this Sea Wall is at el-
evation +24 ft (NAVD88).
This is 3.6 ft lower than 
the northern-most point of 
the Sharp Park Sea Wall 
and 5.7 ft below the Base 
Flood Elevation reported
by FEMA(FEMA 1987).
Additionally, there is an ap-
proximately 50 foot wide
gap between the Sharp
Park and Beach Boulevard
Sea Walls with an elevation 
as low as +20 ft (NAVD88).
Therefore, under 100-year
flood conditions, the north-
ern section of Sharp Park 
will be inundated with sea
water.

As citizens of Pacifica, 
WE need to take a very close
look at the public safety and
legal implications of this
original report. It may very
well be our homes and tax 
dollars that bear the brunt 
of the ill-informed planning 
taking place now.

We should be concerned 
about that the report’s last 
sentence.

We must ask, who will
pay when Laguna Salada is
flooded by the sea? Where 
will the blame fall?

Will San Francisco be 
liable for “take” (killing of 
endangered species) if the 
frogs are trapped between
the seawall and the el-
evated golf course and are 
killed by the salt, and as a 
result the endangered San
Francisco Garter Snakes
starve to death? 

Will San Francisco pay 
if the salt water inundates 
their golf course through 
the “gap” or over the lower 
seawall owned by Pacifi ca?  
Or will Pacifica then be li-
able for the “take”?  

Can we Pacificans afford 
that liability? How could 
Pacifica possibly pay?

Residents of Pacifi ca
should also know that, as 
implied in the ARUP re-
port, many family homes in 
southwest Sharp Park are 
even now dangerously at
risk under 100-year fl ood 
conditions.

The ocean is not the 
only threat. The golf course
seawall creates a second 
threat since it serves as a 
dam preventing the natural 
draining of Laguna Salada
floodwaters. 

If the pumps fail, the
most serious fl ooding from 
the drainage off the hills 
surrounding Sanchez Creek 
will have no way out except 
around the seawall through
the low spot north of the
golf course – right through 

the Sharp Park neighbor-
hood.

While the seawall may 
reduce the impact of lesser 
storms, it will surely in-
crease the inevitable fl ood 
impacts of a rise in sea level 
and larger El Nino events.

Congresswoman Jackie 
Speier, at the request of 
the city of San Francisco, 
recently requested half a 
million dollars of federal 
money to further study a 
seawall for the golf course.
Her second request is for 
five million dollars more 
to elevate the golf course 
which will protect it against 
flooding while placing the 
snakes and frogs in an area 
most vulnerable to sea level 
rise.

Pacificans, think about 
it! That money is our taxes! 
Is this how we want our 
taxes used?

None of that money pro-
tects anyone in Pacifi ca
and, in fact, puts Pacificans 
at increased risk of neigh-
borhood flooding.

So do we hush it up and 
try to ignore it? Or do we 
take a hard, careful look 
and deal with reality? 

 We can’t afford to shrug 
and say it’s out of our 
hands.

You can read the entire 
report at:

www.parks.sfgov.org/
site/uploadedfiles/recpark/
meetings/Recreation_and_
Park_Commission/support-
ing/2009/item10SharpPar-
kAttachments121709.pdf

FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS
Glen Bell, founder of the Taco 
Bell chain, has died in Southern 
California. He opened his first
drive-in restaurant in the 1950s 
in San Bernardino when he saw 
how well the very first McDon-
ald’s hamburger joint was doing
in San Berdoo. Bell also started
Der Wienerschnitzel and Taco
Tia (a boyhood favorite of mine
in Redlands, California, where 
the tacos cost a mere 19 cents—
and now I wind up in Pacifica,
home of the “scenic” Taco Bell 
on the beach).

BUS FARES UP
SamTrans implements new fares
Monday, February 1, following
a series of community meetings 
and a public hearing. The adult
local fare increases 25 cents to 
$2. The cost of adult monthly
passes and tokens also increases.
The express cash one-way fare
increases 50 cents to $5, and
the express pass fare increases 
proportionally. Eligible discount 
cash fares increase 25 cents to
$1. Youth fares increase 25 cents
to $1.25. Paratransit and Lifeline 
fares do not increase until July
1, when the paratransit fare in-
creases 50 cents to $3.50 and the 
Lifeline fare increases 25 cents
to $1.75. Fares for agency-spon-
sored trips also increase then.
The fare increase helps close a
$28.4 million budget shortfall
for the current fiscal year, which
began July 1, 2009. In addition to
the fare increase, the district also
implemented service reductions
in December, resulting in layoffs,
and it has reduced expenses
through attrition and further
budget cuts. Passenger fares
cover approximately 18 per-
cent of bus operations. The last
fare increase was in February
2009. San Mateo County Transit
District operates SamTrans bus
service and Redi-Wheels para-
transit service for persons with

disabilities, and it funds shuttles 
that link employment centers
with BART and Caltrain.

GOT FLARES?
Did you know you are supposed 
to replace your highway emer-
gency flares every year? Coast-
side Scavenger does not accept 
old flares, but you can simply
soak them in water and toss
them in the trash. And instead 
of wasting money on flares that 
expire in a year, go to Kragen’s
Auto Parts on Manor Drive
and buy yourself two reflector-
ized emergency triangles for 10
bucks. (You also might find them
in Ace Hardware’s automotive 
section.)

HAPPY TRAILS
Peninsula Open Space Trust
(POST) has handed off Rancho 
Corral de Tierra (see photo) on
the southwest slope of Montara 
Mountain to the National Park
Service for eventual inclusion
in the Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area (GGNRA). This
will create miles of new hiking
and biking trails, extending the 
unspoiled natural open space 
beyond Sweeney Ridge, McNee 
Ranch State Park, and San Pedro 
Valley County Park. For details
and photos, see the POST post
on PacificaRiptide.com, with
a link to Tom Stienstra’s story 
in the San Francisco Chronicle
(sfgate.com/inpeninsulacoastside).

YOUNG MAKERS
TechShop works with Disney/
Pixar, Make Magazine, and The
Exploratorium to create a na-
tionwide program called “Young
Makers,” designed to support
kids who like to build things.
The pilot program launches on
Saturday, January 30 at The
Exploratorium in San Francisco.
There are two components to the
program: Open Make, a series
of public talks with Featured

Makers and related drop-in 
workshops on Saturdays (1/30,
2/27, 3/27, and 4/24) at The
Exploratorium in San Francisco;
Young Makers Program Pilot,
a core group of 15 to 18 kids
paired with adult mentors to
work on more intensive projects 
for exhibit at the Maker Faire
(May 22-23). TechShop invites
any interested young makers in 
grades 8 through 12 to apply for 
consideration to participate in 
the second, core group. To apply, 
email youngmakers@techshop.
ws with the following informa-
tion: Young Maker’s name, mail-
ing address, city, state, ZIP, email
address, phone number, age, 
grade level, school name, para-
graph explaining what makes
you a Young Maker! Please 
apply only if you can commit to 
completing the entire program.
Note that, while your application
does not guarantee participation 
in the core group, the public talks
and workshops are available to 
anyone who wants to attend.
(Jim Newton, Founder, TechShop, 
email jim@techshop.ws
Main: 1-800-640-1975, Cell: 1-650-
766-6306, techshop.ws)

COTTONTAIL RANCH
My pal Scott McKellar has taken
a special interest in the rabbits of
San Pedro County Park in Linda 
Mar. At first, Scott thought these 
cute little critters were called
bush rabbits, but then someone 
informed him that they are actu-
ally cottontails. So if you see a
tall guy carrying a bag of carrots
in the park, that’s Scott.

SITESEER
•Pilot interviews and videos 
by Pacifica’s Petit Prince, Evan 
Isenstein-Brand (see photo):
evanflys.com
•Chris Dant and Lionel Emde 
photo essays on Esplanade 
crisis: adequatebird.com and 
pacificariptide.com
•Stunning aerial photos by the 
Adelmans: californiacoastline.org 

DUH
Lehua Wells nominates this
quote from last week’s Tribune 
for a big-time Duh Award:
“Overall, pretty much every-
body is reasonably safe as long
as that bluff holds.” (spokesman 
for owner of red-tagged apart-
ment building at 330 Esplanade)

SWAMI SEZ
“The best argument against 
democracy is a five-minute 
conversation with the average 
voter.” (Winston Churchill)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Web Sites: Pacifica Tribune, 
Wandering & Wondering, 
Goofbuster 
•Blogs: Pacifi ca Riptide, SF 
Gate (Peninsula Coastside) 
•Email:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Community Forum & Opinions

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

My Turn
Margaret Goodale
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and the Democrats for the
mess that they made. It will
take years for us to recover 
from the damage that they
have done.

Jim Gunn
Park Pacifica

Plastic bags
Editor:
Recently New York Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg proposed
that NYC begin charging
shoppers 6-cents for each
plastic bag issued at the regis-
ter. The policy is the latest at-
tempt by the city to go green

and reduce its environmental 
footprint, and it comes several 
months after Ireland intro-
duced a similar ban that cut
the use of plastic bags by 94
percent.

With all the recent bans on 
plastic bags around the world,
it’s natural to wonder just how 
effective all the bag banning 
will be. Instead of simply en-
acting laws to phase out plas-
tic bags — which seems like a 
wishy-washy attempt at most. 
Ireland has done the same as
NYC. Also there has been a
reduction of 94 percent.

Plastic bags were not out-
lawed, just made publicly
unacceptable. From San
Francisco to Melbourne, and
entire countries from China to 
Bangladesh, to some African
nations, the tides are a-turn-

ing against plastic bags.
Paul Hurley
Linda Mar

Golf Tax?
Editor:
On Aug. 4 of last year, our 

then-Mayor Julie Lancelle 
promised the S.F. Parks & 
Recreation Open Space Com-
mittee (PROSAC) that the city 
of Pacifica is “definitely inter-
ested” in assuming the liabili-
ties and costs of operating the 
proposed redesign of the S.F. 
golf course in Sharp Park. 
When a member of the com-
mittee said, “For me the issue 
is to what degree is the city of 
San Francisco being served 
and to what degree should the 
city of San Francisco be pay-
ing for the city of Pacifi ca’s

needs? Is there an interest by 
the city of Pacifi ca in actually
running this operation and 
taking over the legal aspects...
anything going on with the 
snake or the frog or anything 
else that goes on there?” Lan-
celle replied, “The city of Paci-
fica is taking it seriously.” The 
questioner said “OK.” Then-
Mayor Lancelle elaborated: 
“Yeah. We’re defi nitely inter-
ested in doing it if that is the 
preferred course of action; 
if that would help facilitate
it.” This public exchange is 
available for all to hear if they 
download the S.F. PROSAC
Internet site (Aug. 4, 2009 
agenda ite 5-b. “Presentation 
by the Mayor of Pacifica, Julie 
Lancelle.”) Or you can do as
I did; purchase an audio CD 
to listen to. After then-Mayor 

Lancelle’s promise to some-
how get Pacifi ca to pay for the 
San Francisco compromise 
plan, the general manager of 
San Francisco Parks & Rec, 
Phillip Ginsburg, said on Nov. 
19 “we will immediately em-
bark on a multi-jurisdictional, 
multi-stakeholder approach 
to secure funding for this cap-
ital project that would include 
San Mateo County, the city of 
Pacifica...and our state and 
federal government.” Other 
public statements followed 
Ms. Lancelle’s testimony that 
include the city of Pacifi ca as
a potential fi nancial “stake-
holder” in the redesigned 
San Francisco golf course at 
Sharp Park.

As a past supporter of Ju-
lie Lancelle, I feel personally
responsible for her actions

in promising that the city of 
Pacifi ca will “take seriously” 
financing and running the 
San Francisco golf course 
and assume the legal costs of
its operation. After propos-
ing and losing Measure D in 
last May’s defeat by over 60 
percent of Pacifica’s voters, 
is Lancelle proposing another 
tax for Pacifi ca? How else 
does she think (and dare to 
promise) the city of Pacifi ca’s
running the golf course and 
assuming the fi nancial liabil-
ity” for San Francisco’s prop-
erty? Will we be voting on yet 
another tax hike proposed by 
our City Council? I look for-
ward to that vote for this time, 
unlike the last time, I’ll be vot-
ing with the winning side.

Jack Dodson
Linda Mar

The Elephant in
the Living Room

Letter to Governor Schwarzenegger
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:
The Pacifi ca School District Board of Trustees recently had 

a meeting concerning your cuts in education.  The scenario 
you have suggested, combined with the past cuts, leaves most
School Boards with very few choices other than to make cuts 
that directly impact the youngest victims (our school children)
of poor leadership in Sacramento.

When looking at the cuts I can only think of a movie you 
once starred in entitled “Terminator.”  Here is a list of budget 
cuts that either have happened or will happen if your currently 
proposed cuts are implemented in the Pacifi ca School District,
and probably many other districts in the State of California:
Past Cuts
nPacific Heights Middle School Terminated
n Oddstad School Terminated
n Linda Mar School Terminated
n Controller and Personnel Positions Terminated
n Dean Positions at Cabrillo and Vallemar Terminated
n Personnel Commission Terminated
n Custodial and Maintenance Staff Reduction Terminated
n Custodial Supervisor Terminated
n 2 Classroom Days Terminated
n Principal at Linda Mar Education Center Terminated
n Some school supervision and office support staff Terminated
Proposed Cuts
n 20 children/classroom at kindergarten 
n 3rd grade Terminated
n 5 Class Days Terminated
n PE Teacher Terminated
n 8 Jobs in District Office Terminated
n Coaches for Teachers Terminated
n Counselor for Middle School Terminated

The cuts currently proposed by you for the Administrators 
would leave a total of 4 people in the District offi ce to over-
see a daily attendance of 3,100 students, 300 employees and 
a budget of approximately $23 million. We can’t operate if we 
eliminate enough jobs to meet your mandated cuts.

In looking at the past and current cuts to the education of 
our children supported by your administration, the future for
our kid’s education is as bleak as the future portrayed by you 
in your movie “Terminator.”

If you want to understand how the voters of Pacifi ca feel about 
your budget, please attend the 7 p.m. Feb. 1 public budget meet-
ing at Vallemar School. I look forward to seeing you on Feb. 1.

Mike O’Neill
PSD Board President
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