
On Jan. 1, Pacifica’s
polystyrene ordinance went 
into effect with many of the
affected businesses still un-
aware that it had even been 
passed.

In response to a grow-
ing awareness of the nega-
tive effects of plastic in the 
oceans, many cities across
the state are passing similar
laws. Pacifica’s ordinance, 
which was unanimously ap-
proved by the City Council
on Oct. 26, was based on
Millbrae’s comprehensive 
ban. It mandates that all
Pacifica eateries replace 
environmentally harmful 
polystyrene containers and 
utensils, including straws 
and cutlery, with a recycla-
ble or compostable equiva-
lent.

This comes as a sur-
prise to Luigi Latorella, 
the owner of Luigi’s Italian 

Restaurant, who says he 
hadn’t been informed of the 
ban. “No one has told me
anything. But I’m all for it,” 
he added, “so long as it is 
for everybody, it’s fair. But 
they have to tell us about
it and give us some time to 
switch over.”

Ann Ritzma, Pacifi ca’s
finance director, said that 
once Recology takes over 
the city’s recycling ser-
vices, the outreach will get 
into full swing. “We will be 
putting together a handout
with Recology. They have
been doing this with other
communities and they are 
very good at it. Also, they 
do composting, and Coast-
side doesn’t. That will af-
fect the purchasing choices
that businesses make.”

Councilmember Mary-
Ann Nihart, who was instru-
mental in getting the ban 

passed, was surprised that 
nothing had been mailed
out yet. “Recology is not a 
done deal. My understand-
ing was that there would be
some notices and posting 
before the law went into ef-
fect, but there had been a 
lot of prior outreach. Don 
Eagleston at the Chamber 
of Commerce has done a 
lot of that and has a lot of
useful information. I would 
encourage businesses to 
contact the Chamber to 
learn more.”

Pacifican environmen-
talist Shelly Reider helped 
coordinate Millbrae’s ban. 
“Other cities that have en-
acted similar ordinances 
have done a fair amount of
outreach to help the restau-
rants to switch over.

Otherwise, how would 
they know to use up their 
stock? This is a city ordi-
nance and the city should 
have put something out by 
now. But, at least the ordi-
nance is in place and that is 
something for the city to be
proud of.”

Lynn Adams, president 
of the Pacifica Beach Coali-
tion, was also surprised by 
the lack of follow through. 
“I’m disappointed that the 
city hasn’t done more. As 
citizens, we need to help
to make businesses aware, 

and appreciate the extra 
cost involved. I hope we 
can all find other ways to 
take Styrofoam out of our 
lives, whether it’s egg car-
tons, unneeded packaging 
or what utensils we use for 
picnics.”

Ritzma said at this point 
the city has no plans to
prosecute non-compliant 
restaurants. “For now we
want to inform and work 
with the businesses, and 
use a carrot rather than a
stick. They can come for-
ward to say they need help 
or more time. There is also 
an exemption for hardship 
or lack of a suitable prod-
uct.”

For Councilmember Ni-
hart, the biggest obstacle is 
finding time and resources 
while the city faces other 
pressing needs.

“We’ve got some serious 
budget cuts, and it’s going 
to be tough. That being said, 
just because you passed an 
ordinance doesn’t mean 
your work is done.”  Nev-
ertheless, she strongly be-
lieves that the ordinance
was the right thing to do.
“I’m glad that the Council 
unanimously supported the 
ban and the community is 
behind it. Now we need to 
do our part to help the busi-
nesses do theirs.”

LIFE ON THE EDGE
I feel for the tenants of the Es-
planade Apartments (see 10/9/09 
photo by Adelman & Adelman),
who have been evacuated and 
rendered essentially homeless 
for up to a year by the creeping
erosion of the bluff below their 
buildings. They may bravely 
tell reporters about the mil-
lion-dollar views of the Pacific
Ocean, but the sad reality is that
the steadily crumbling cliff has 
gone down faster than anyone 
predicted. The local average 
rate of loss may be two inches a 
year, but some parts of Espla-
nade have lost much more,
especially in large chunks.
People who enjoyed 40 and 50
feet of backyard when they first
moved to the neighborhood
have seen their property disap-
pear onto the beach, where it
is swept away by the tide. As
various commenters have noted
on my blog PacificaRiptide.com,
the blame game has now begun
for this unfolding disaster: the
owner/landlords, the City of Pa-
cifica, the Coastal Commission,
the original builder. Meanwhile,
those tenants are out in the cold.

BEACH WATCH
Sixteen years of biological data
from 41 beaches in North-Cen-
tral California are now available
in the new Beach Watch online

query system (farallones.org).
The Beach Watch shoreline-
monitoring program is a public-
private partnership of the Gulf of 
the Farallones National Marine
Sanctuary and the Farallones
Marine Sanctuary Association.
Beach Watch was founded in 
1993 and covers the outer coast
of central California between
Bodega Head in Sonoma County
through Año Nuevo State Re-
serve in San Mateo County, as
well as beaches inside Tomales
Bay and Bolinas Lagoon. Along
each beach segment, live bird
and marine mammals are
counted, dead vertebrates are 

documented, human and dog
activities are recorded, and 
data are collected on oil and
tarball abundance and distribu-
tion, vegetation/algae wrack, 
invertebrates, and stream and 
lagoon status (opened or closed
to the ocean). The online query
system allows public access to 
data on live birds and marine 
mammals and dead vertebrates.
Users can choose different
filters and groupings to view the 

data; for example, the data can
be queried for specific species,
by individual beaches, or for a 
particular date range. The data 
are summarized and can also be 
displayed in graph form. Info:
Shannon Lyday, Ecosystem 
Monitoring Manager, Farallones
Marine Sanctuary Association,
P.O. Box 29386, San Francisco, 
CA 94129, 415-561-6625 x302, 
email slyday@farallones.org.

SCAT, CAT!
According to outdoorsman Tom 
Stienstra (San Francisco Chron-
icle, January 3), you can tell if
a mountain lion (see photo) has 

been lurking near your favorite
hiking spot if you see scat in the 
middle of the trail. It’s the big
cat’s way of marking territory,
and the deposit most likely will 
have hair in it from the prey
animal that the feline predator 
recently ingested. Okay, enough
information on that subject.
Hikers, beware!

MEGAN’S LAW
Dick Hurley sent me a printout 
from meganslaw.ca.gov that 
shows names and pictures (and
in some cases the addresses)
of state-registered sex offend-
ers living here in Pacifica. At
last count, California’s attorney
general listed 22 sex offenders in
this town of 40,000.

HYBRID BEARS
Scientists speculate that ice 
melt caused by global warm-
ing has forced polar bears to 
move farther south in search of
food, bringing them into contact 
with grizzly bears and possibly
interbreeding with them. The 
zoo in Osnabruck, Germany
says it has such a hybrid bear on
display. Another adaptation by
polar bears that may allow them 
to survive the shrinking food 
supply in Arctic regions has been 

observed around Hudson Bay, 
where normally seal-eating polar 
bears have turned to raiding 
birds’ nests and eating the eggs.
(Earthweek.com)

VITALITY PROJECT
The whole town of Albert Lea, 
Minnesota has gone crazy.
They all have joined the pursuit
of healthy, happy lifestyles in
something called the Vitality
Project: diet, exercise, stress 
management, and cultivating 
spiritual and family values. Read
Dan Buettner’s article “The 
Minnesota Miracle” in AARP 
Magazine, January-February
2010 (aarpmagazine.org).

GOOD DEEDS
Help clean up Sharp Park Beach 
on Saturday, January 9, and 
Linda Mar Beach on Saturday,
January 16, both from 9 to 11 
a.m. See details elsewhere in
this newspaper. This is an ongo-
ing project of the Pacifica Beach
Coalition and its president Lynn 
Adams. For more information on 
their work to save our local envi-
ronment, see the Pacifica Beach
Coalition category/archives on
Pacifi caRiptide.com.

SITESEER
Kudos to Thomas Rivette et al. 
for saving old steam engines:
ctrc.org

SWAMI SEZ
“A pirate does not mow the lawn.
Lawns are for landlubbers.”
(Pirate Law #37)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Web Sites: Pacifi ca Tribune,
Wandering & Wondering, 
Goofbuster
•Blogs: Pacifi ca Riptide, 
Peninsula Coastside (SF Gate) 
•Email:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com
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My Turn
Ian Butler

The future of Sharp
Park Golf Course

Dear Representative 
Jackie Speier, thank you 
for your response to my let-
ter of Nov. 28, ‘09, in which
I argued for a national park 
and restoration of the La-
guna Salada ecosystem for
Sharp Park as opposed to
the plan to reconstruct the
18-hole golf course in hopes 
of meeting EPA directions
regarding endangered spe-
cies.

I appreciate the time and 
energy it took from your
busy schedule to reply. I’m 
pleased that you enjoyed
the San Pedro Creek steel-
head salmon article I wrote
about the work of local bi-
ologists and environmen-
talists to preserve this en-
dangered animal unique to 
Pacifica.

Unique to Pacifica also
is the 400-acre Sharp Park
property. Mrs. Sharp be-
queathed it along with the 
Laguna Salada to San Fran-
cisco to be used for public
recreation. Finally, in 1930 
(during the most corrupt

era in that city’s history) 
her trustees decided to 
do something about Mrs.
Sharp’s estate. “Why not
hire that fellow Mackenzie
to build a golf course for 
our friends to enjoy?” It
seemed right then for the 
brahmins of San Francisco
to give this public park to
their favorite private inter-
est and have San Francisco 
pay for it.

It remains a fi scal night-
mare for that city. As you 
said in your letter, you 
“must represent many per-
sons with a wide range of 
interests” [golfers] and pro-
vide for them an “afford-
able golf course.”

I approach you as an
individual Pacifican who 
asks, “What’s best for Paci-
fica?” My primary concern 
began and remains the for-
tunes of my city. From this
perspective I know that Pa-
cifica’s future is built on its 
long policy of assigning its 
open space to the Golden 
Gate National Recreation 

Area to develop into many 
public recreational uses. 
This transfers the costs and
liabilities that go with the 
land, including all federal
and state laws concerning 
endangered species.

Already the GGNRA has 
improved the adjacent Mori 
Point for public recreation 
as well as restoration of 
habitat for the endangered 
frog and snake.  At the end 
of my block on Fassler Av-
enue the GGNRA has taken 
over land use from Pacifi ca
and quickly built new trails, 
an entrance and worked to
protect that land and resi-
dences from erosion.

Their law enforcement
personnel patrol it. In each 
instance they have acted 
quickly and efficiently to 
their purpose. This national 
park has done this effec-
tively all over the Bay Area. 
Pacifica has gained immea-
surably from this equation. 
Pacificans as well as tour-
ists can use these national 
parks.

Our economy benefi ts
from this use. Soon the 
Tom Lantos tunnel will be
completed and Highway 1
will detour and leave yet
another public park, this 
one for pedestrians but also 
with scenic overlooks of 
Pacifica’s beautiful natural 
seashore and vistas. The 
inclusion of the 400 acres
of Sharp Park into this 
chain of public recreational 

parks based upon Pacifi ca’s
natural assets would be the 
completion of a success-
ful partnership.  The fence 
which now separates the 
golf course from residential
Sharp Park and the pro-
posed commercial Palmetto 
Avenue street scape would 
finally be removed to be re-
placed by an entrance to a 
real public park.

Everything is already 
there — public access and 
parking, the historic club 
house and restaurant, ar-
chery and the space neces-
sary for restoration of the 
original coastal Laguna 
Salada, the natural habi-
tat of the two endangered 
species of animals. This is 
the affordable alternative 
to the multi-million dol-
lar band aid proposed golf 
course and outdoor labo-
ratory where, as the con-
sultants for SF Parks and 
Recreation said, they would 
“grow” snakes and frogs.

Ms. Speier, please con-
sult biologists and ecosys-
tem restoration engineers
who aren’t employed by SF 
Parks and Recreation. Their 
biologists never considered 
the merits of GGNRA devel-
oping Sharp Park for public 
use as well as a habitat for
the endangered species (as 
it has done elsewhere). They 
certainly weren’t thinking
of either Pacifica or the tax-
payers of San Francisco. 
Nor did they consider the 

greater audience that could 
recreate in that park and 
enjoy the experience of the 
restoration itself. Instead,
their consultants advocate 
to redesign the 18-hole golf 
course around an entirely 
artificial habitat to “grow” 
snakes and frogs. They pro-
pose yet another fence to 
exclude everyone, includ-
ing golfers, inside the cur-
rent fence that keeps every-
one else out.

For this they estimate $11 
million as start-up money 
with no end of expenses 
in sight nor any assurance
that their artificial habitat 
would work. I’ve listened
to recognized biologists 
and hydrologists who’ve 
described exactly why they 
believe this plan wouldn’t
work, and why they think
the restoration of the eco-
system itself could.

Certainly golfers and
those concerned about 
them and their political
lobby want this expen-
sive compromise and, of 
course, the SF Department 
of Parks and Recreation it-
self. Have you ever known 
of a governmental agency 
volunteering to assign its 
property (and more impor-
tantly its budget) to another 
agency? That’s why they 
hired their consultants.
From that agency’s desire 
to perpetuate itself has 
grown a nucleus of golfers 
and their political lobbies 

and others who think they
might gain political advan-
tage by keeping an 18-hole
golf course and adding an 
outdoor laboratory to try 
to “grow” two endangered 
species. No private busi-
ness would touch such a lu-
dicrous scheme as this. All 
costs are to be borne by tax-
payers. A restored Laguna 
Salada national public park 
would attract tourists and 
funding grants from envi-
ronmental and educational
organizations. Volunteers
would work for this cause, 
too.

The future of Sharp Park 
is bigger than parochial 
governmental turf wars or 
individual ambitions. And
finally, if this house-of-
cards is attempted, it will 
fail leaving golfers still in 
need of “an affordable golf 
course.” But they will not 
pay for it.

The taxpayers, also you 
constituents, will pay. I’m 
sure your political experi-
ence has informed your 
thoughts about the Sharp 
Park golf course; your con-
stituents include golfers as 
well as their lobby.

While your concerns
must be to satisfy constitu-
ents and mine simply to 
serve my city, we share a 
sense of civic duty. I hope 
you’ll consider the things
I’ve said and use your wis-
dom as well as your politi-
cal acumen to guide you.” 

Ready or not, Pacifica’s
Styrofoam ban is here

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

the length of the town, a huge
interchange near Vallemar, 
Linda Mar Beach would be 
less accessible and the hills 
would be full of houses.  Pa-
cifica would look like an ex-
tension of Daly City.”

“Fifty years ago the 1990 
population was projected
to be 90,000.  Instead it was 
36,000.  That is stunning,” 
she added. “If you want a big 
tax base, that’s sad.  If you 
like the way Pacifica turned
out, that’s a good thing and 
we owe that to many, many 
unsung individuals.”

 “The most “interesting”
era was defi nitely the sixties, 
the early days when things 
were being created in a new 
city and then the protest 
and the so called hippy era,” 
remarked Kathleen, when 
asked to defi ne an exciting
time in the community’s his-
tory.

“There were riots in Linda 
Mar at the shopping center, 
riots on the beach and the be-
ginnings of efforts for preser-
vation. Theseearliereras had
much more crime than today.  
There were more murders,
assaults, drug arrests, teen 
crime sprees, armed robber-

ies, burglaries and domestic
violence,” she continued.  “It
made for lively reading.”

Kathleen encourages 
Pacificans to get involved 
with the Pacifi ca Historical
Society.

“It is a thrilling time to be 
involved,” she says.  “We are 
creating a museum of local 
history and refurbishing the 
Little Brown Church.  We are 
restoring the only OSRR pas-
senger car in existence.  We 
have conducted very popu-
lar castle tours as a marvel-
ous fund raiser that we have 
also managed to make into a 
painless education in Pacifi ca 
history.”

Kathleen is co-authoring a 
book to be released in March, 
entitled “Pacifi ca Then &
Now” with fellow PHS-mem-
ber Jerry Crow.

If you haven’t visited the 
book store at Crespi Center I 
encourage you to do so. You 
might just fi nd that rare book 
or print you’ve been trying to 
find for years. And when you
visit her, thank her for her
countless hours of reviewing
the Tribune and giving us a 
look at Pacifi ca history for 
the past 50 years.

Horace
Continued from Page 11


