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Working for Bill Drake
Bill Drake hired me. In effect, he was my first Tribune

boss. Of course, back in those days he was publisher and there
was an editor besides who technically did the actual hiring.

One Saturday afternoon I was called to an interview with
then-editor Dennis Hall, an ex-cop, turned-journalist who
was impressed with my UC-Berkeley credentials since he
was a Cal alumni as well.

I remember being introduced to the publisher, Bill Drake,
who was wearing his ever-present bowtie. I’m sure he had the
power of veto, but fortunately for me, didn’t use it.

I may have reported to the editor, but as far as I was
concerned as a cub reporter Drake was the one to please. It
was 1987 and I was 25 — fresh out of graduate school at
Northwestern University and eager to make my mark in
community journalism.

I had a master’s degree and had worked as a press
correspondent in Washington, D.C., but my heart and roots
harkened back to small-town reporting where I thought I
could make a difference.

Bill expected much of me. As police reporter I was
following in some pretty big footsteps — 17-year Tribune
veteran Bob Verdeckberg and before him, Tom Johnston. I
literally kept my ear to the police scanner that first year. In the
years that followed, I was assigned to just about every beat
and wrote about countless issues in Pacifica.

Over the last two decades, the Tribune newsroom staff
has shrunk considerably, but the few of us who remain still
work hard to maintain the Bill Drake legacy — despite
declining revenue and an encroaching Internet.

We do it with the help of a community that, thankfully,
recognizes and appreciates the benefits of our remaining
small-town newspaper.

Over the years many of my colleagues have come and
gone from the Tribune. I recently heard from Pat Sangimino,
a Pacifica native, now managing editor of a business publi-
cation in Wichita, Kansas. (See Horace  Hinshaw’s column
on Page 8A.)

Pat wrote his father’s obituary in last week’s Tribune. I
told him it was well written. He responded that the Tribune
taught him everything he needed to know about journalism.

And he is right. Drake made us all better journalists.
Bill Drake might have been the boss and owner — there

was no corporate ownership back then — but he worked as
hard or harder than anyone he employed.

A former UPI man, he was tough, but fair. He critiqued
each weekly issue, pinpointing the successes and weak-
nesses that helped us try all the harder the next week. I still
have many of his typewritten memos, signed off with “WD”
for William Drake.

There were many days where he worked late into the night
in his office, phone to his ear, talking to sources and taking
notes and writing thorough and comprehensive stories and
editorials.

When it came to writing obituaries, no one could hold a
candle to Drake’s uncanny ability to uncover and weave
together details and anecdotes in producing a colorful and
moving portrait. To Bill Drake, every Pacifica resident’s life,
no matter how small-town, was worth reporting.

During his 30 years at the Tribune, Drake gained a
reputation for never going anywhere without his notebook.
And longtime Pacificans still joke about the photos he tried
to take with the cap still on the lens.

Midwestern journalist Bill Drake is a man who always
believed in hard work, dedication, thorough and accurate
journalism and commitment to the community. When he
retired in 1989, everyone who was anyone in Pacifica at-
tended his retirement party and all had plenty of good things
to say about their favorite hometown reporter, editor and
publisher.

His C. Urchin’s Beachcombing column, patterned after
SF Chronicle journalist Herb Caen with his three-dot jour-
nalism style, was never the same after Drake left and I retired
it out of deference to my former boss. My immediate prede-
cessor, Chris Hunter, recognized Bill’s decades of contribu-
tion to the community and named him Publisher Emeritus, a
fitting title for a man whose life’s work contributed so much
to so many.

Now in his 80s, Bill may not have gained the historical
stature of a Walter Cronkite or Edward R. Murrow, but to
those who know him, he stands tall among his journalistic
peers.

In fact, the title of Tribune Publisher still seems alien to
me. Because for me, Publisher Emeritus Bill Drake will
always be the real deal. Here’s to you, WD!

THE END IS NEAR
The Wall Street Journal reports that a
Russian professor predicts the end of
the U.S. as we know it. He states that
moral decay, economic decline, and
unchecked immigration will lead to
massive civil unrest. Eventually, he
says, the dollar will fail and the
country will break up into protector-
ates of various other countries. (This
item was posted by Conan the
Contrarian on PacificaRiptide.com.
Note: If the professor’s prophecy
proves to be true, I want to live in the
United States of France!)

CAMEL MILK
Vital Camel Milk, sub-Saharan
Africa’s only camel milk proces-
sor, has received Food and Drug

Administration approval to export
processed camel milk to the U.S.
from Kenya. A quarter of the
shipments are made up of susa, the
traditional fermented sour milk of
the nomadic camel-keeping commu-
nities. Vital Camel Milk has been
conducting aggressive marketing to
sensitize consumers on the medici-
nal qualities of camel milk. The
campaign has so far managed to
place fresh camel milk, yoghurt, and
organic low-fat ice cream on the
shelves of major supermarkets.
Earlier in the year, the company
introduced a new technology that
increased the milk’s shelf life from
10 to 30 days without using preser-
vatives. Camel milk is known to
have components that suppress
bacteria and pathogens from causing
disease. It is also believed to cushion
consumers against peptic ulcers as
well as offer an alternative to those
allergic to cow milk. Research also
shows that it is three times richer
than cow’s milk in vitamin C and it
is also rich in iron, nonsaturated
fatty acids, and vitamin B.
(WardheerNews.com from Business
Daily Africa, August 11, 2008)

CLAM CHOWDER
A bowl of steaming hot clam
chowder down at the Chit Chat Cafe
on Sharp Park fishing pier is just the
thing for your little East Coast
winter fix. While you spoon your
soup, big waves crash against the
rocks along the Beach Boulevard

seawall. Seagulls whirl overhead. If
you’re hankering for a little feel of
New England, this is the place to be
right now. (The cafe also sells
coffee, sandwiches, baked goods—
and bait for the fisherfolks.)

INDOOR CATS LIVE LONGER
Got a cat? Keep it indoors, espe-
cially during the day. Domestic cats,
whether well fed or not, kill hun-
dreds of millions of birds, reptiles,
and small mammals, according to
the American Bird Conservancy.
Outdoor cats have shorter lives, too.

PIGGY BANKER
A Merrill Lynch banker has used his
federal bailout money to buy a $27
million Manhattan luxury apartment.
This is the kind of greed and excess
that makes one long for the return of
the guillotine.

$500,000 PARKING SPOT
At Founders Garage in swanky Vail,
Colorado, the owner of a parking
space there is selling it for $500,000.
He says he feels justified in doing so

because of great demand in the
Rocky Mountain ski resort town for
a guaranteed slot in a heated, indoor
parking garage. (Source: Vail Daily,
reported in High Country News,
December 22, 2008)

YEAR OF SCIENCE
“The Year of Science 2009 is a
national, yearlong celebration of
science, designed to engage the public
in science and improve public
understanding about how science
works, why it matters, and who
scientists are. Science helps satisfy the
natural curiosity we are all born with,
and answers the questions we all ask:
Why is the sky blue? How did the
leopard get its spots? What is a solar
eclipse? With science, we can answer
such questions without resorting to
magical explanations. And science
can lead to technological advances, as

well as helping us learn about
enormously important and useful
topics, such as our health, the
environment, and natural hazards.
Without science, the modern world
would not be modern at all, and we
still have much to learn. And you can
personally connect with the scientific
world by enrolling in one of the many
Jepson Herbarium public programs on
botanical and ecological subjects.
Most of the courses are taught at UC
Berkeley, and many of them involve
field trips and research. I have
enjoyed and benefitted from a number
of these courses over the years.” (Jake
Sigg, Nature News, free subscription
from jakesigg@earthlink.net)

SITESEER
The nose knows. Perfume tester Katie
Puckrik (katiepuckriksmells.com)
tells all about common and unusual
fragrances, including Burger King’s
disgusting new cologne, “Flame”
(which ought to be called “Shame”).

FLY ON THE WALL
President-Elect Barack H. Obama
is now in Washington to talk with
top Democratic and Republican
leaders in advance of trying to
push through an $800 billion
stimulus plan during his first
weeks in office. And on Wednes-
day, January 7, Obama lunches
with every living former Ameri-
can president: George W. Bush,
George H.W. Bush, Jimmy
Carter, and Bill Clinton. Wow!
Wouldn’t you love to be a fly on
the wall at this power lunch!

SPACE WEATHER RADIO
Space Weather Radio broadcasts
live “sounds from space” around
the clock. In the near future,
SWR will add broadcasts of
solar radio bursts and VLF
signals from the ionosphere. The
audio streams are punctuated by
scientific updates from astrono-
mer Dr. Tony Phillips.
(spaceweather.com)

SWAMI SEZ
“Truth springs from argument
amongst friends.” (David Hume)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Goofbuster.com
•PacificaRiptide.com
•PacificaTribune.com
•WanderingAndWondering.com
•e: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Letters to the Editor
Conservative resolution
Editor:
Did we all make our New Year’s resolutions? Yeah, me

too, but mine came with a slight caveat; that I would like
it to be a trade off with my liberal friends.

As a conservative, I promise I will stay out of your
bedroom (I won’t even peek), if you stay out of my light
bulbs and my SUV.

A Happy New Year to one and all and now that the 2008
Presidential election is a thing of the past, are you happy
with the outcome?

Yes? Well then, may your wish for a dazzling and awe-
inspiring change for the betterment of all mankind that you
truly believe is just on the horizon, come true. With bated
breath, I too await this global metamorphosis and should it
become apparent that a Most Merciful Messiah has truly
descended from the heavens as many believe and can bring
us world peace, prosperity and perhaps even clean up the
Democrat “culture of corruption,” like  the kind Republi-
cans were accused of participating in not so long ago (think
Nancy Pelosi), then I too may just bow at the altar of this
man once known in his earthly state as, Barry. Until then...

“There is something pagan in me that I cannot shake
off. In short, I deny nothing, but doubt everything.” _Lord
George Gordon Byron.

Frank Cimo
Park Pacifica

‘Pandering’
Editor:
 I’m very sorry that a beautiful animal (deer) was run

over by a motorist. However my stomach turns to think that
anyone cries about it. In the 12-24-08 edition of your paper
another article appears, pandering to this “holocaust.”
Does anyone care about the woman found dead at the golf
course?

Brett Bodisco
Pacifica

Sam’s Castle
Editor:
I just happened to remember Sam Mazza. My partner

(David Jay Cook II) and I, back in the ’80s rekeyed the
castle and I remember how awestruck I was, just to be
inside. Sam had told me that he had the original drapes
from the Fox Theater in San Francisco that he purchased
before it was torn down.

David handled all of Sam’s rentals in San Francisco and
the Castle. Sam was quite a storyteller about each of his
properties. He enjoyed giving you history lessons about
the places. I just thought I’d share that. David is deceased
as of 2000, but I’m still around and really enjoyed the
memories I just got from looking at the castle again after all
these years.

I have so many fond memories of San Francisco. I was
there from the dawn of disco to you name it. Lived there
from 1973 until 1996.

Bobby Turner
Sumter, South Carolina

Well-intentioned
Editor:
I read in the letters a well-intentioned, but misinformed

letter from someone urging responsible fireworks use on
New Year’s. As a member of the legendary fireworks task
force of ’08, I feel obligated to clarify.

The fact is that ANY fireworks use on New Year’s is
illegal. Only legally purchased fireworks are legal to shoot
off  9 a.m. to 11 p.m. from June 29 to July 5. New Year’s
is not included in those dates on most calendars. Violators
will receive administrative fine citations of up to $1,000 or
6 months in jail.

It is not legal to discharge fireworks on New Year’s, on
Bubba’s birthday, when your team wins the big game,
when you finish a twelve pack in the middle of the night
without spilling (as was popular this year in my neighbor-
hood) or any other time. Police will come and fine you,
according to the ordinance passed this year, up to $1,000
or six months in jail

Illegal fireworks are ALWAYS ILLEGAL, even on
special occasions (see above) and the legally purchased
fireworks are only legal on the specified days leading up to
and including the 4th of July.

The only legal thing to do with fireworks on New
Year’s is nothing.

Oh yeah, shooting off guns is always illegal too! Even
on special occasions (see above again)!!

Paul Olguin
Pacifica

Cowboys and Palestinians
Editor:
Like all the others, the current attacks by Israel are

reported as if they are simply a reaction to other recent
events, outside of the longer history of the conflict. I can’t
help but believe that Israel must have a long-term strategy
that all this carnage and repression fits into.

I wonder if the Israeli planners have taken inspiration
from the way America handled the “Indian problem” early
in its history.

 We seem to have the same attitude toward the Palestin-
ians that Europeans had toward the Indians. Very much
like the attitude toward wolves. If they impede expansion,
slaughter them until they slink off somewhere else, or just
stay in their holes and leave us alone. Pen them up some-
place where they won’t cause trouble, and, if they do,
slaughter them some more.

 The problem is that we had a fairly vast continent, with
remote isolated locations for reservations, and the world
was not full of millions of people who identified with the
Indians.

 Aside from the monstrous immorality of Israel’s poli-
cies and actions, I just don’t see how this can work. Of
course, the Palestinians are going to lob everything they
can over those security “fences”. Wouldn’t you? So, Israel
will just have to keep killing and killing and killing.

 Maybe the history of the USA and the Indians has
something  to do with our support of this.

Carl Herder
Sharp Park

Editor:
 Several writers have complained about the prospect of

a Request For Proposal (RFP) in regards to the garbage
collection contract in Pacifica.

I leave it to others as to whether $150,000 is or isn’t a
reasonable consulting fee.

 But there is an important question that has never been
answered: Why is Pacifica paying the highest rates for
garbage collection in twenty (20) cities surveyed in San
Mateo County? (H.F.&H. 2006)

 A second and related question has arisen since then
which is asked by the title of a story I wrote for
PacificaRiptide.com this past November:

Do Pacificans Subsidize Garbage Collection South of
Devil’s Slide?

 In a comparison of monthly rates for garbage collec-
tion, Pacifica pays as much as 141 percent more for weekly
collection of a 30-gallon garbage can than residents of El
Granada and Montara. Seacoast Disposal holds the con-
tract for garbage collection in Montara, El Granada, and
other communities south of Devil’s Slide. Seacoast is a
sister company to Coastside Scavenger, and both compa-
nies are owned by Louis Picardo. Some rate examples:

 One 30-gallon can per week
Coastside Scavenger $30.19/month
Seacoast Disposal $12.50/month
 One “mini” (20-gallon) can per week
CS $19.28/month
SD $8.71/month
 Second 30-gallon garbage can per week
CS $30.19/month
SD $18.32/month
Senior (65 years or older), one 30-gallon can per week
CS $14.43/month
SD $8.83/month
“Bulky Goods” collection service (appliances, mat-

tresses, etc.)
CS By mail notification in 2008, twice per year
SD Three times a year as per the contract
Lionel Emde
Edgemar

Tax survey
Editor:
I just did a half hour phone survey about Pacifica; the

caller was out of Pennsylvania. She asked how I’d like to
pay for the new tax that would be coming in June of 2009.
One choice had three parts:  Would I be willing to pay a
parcel tax and if so how much; $50.00, $100.00 or $150.00
per year?  The other choice was a new sales tax for Pacifica;
and again there were three choices: 1/2 percent, 3/4 percent

Letters Continued on 10A


