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&
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John Maybury

FEELINGS
Jayzus, the stock market sounds
like some bipolar basket case.
The financial reports are full of
words like fear, panic, irrational
exuberance, surrender, capitula-
tion, bounce, and depression.
But I am more worried about
Sarah Palin stirring up racist
hate speech at her campaign
rallies, and John McCain’s
apparent inability to rein her in.
And I am even more worried
about recent revelations by
former federal agents that they
and their confreres had spied on
innocent Americans’ personal
calls to loved ones overseas.
One of these ex-spooks reported
a typical comment heard in the
Feds’ wiretap room: “Hey, check
this out. You’re not going to
believe what I heard.” Where is
the shame? This kind of intru-
sive, inappropriate monitoring of
private phone conversations is
one of the uglier aspects of our
post-9/11 world. It is unaccept-
able in a democracy and is yet
another reason why many
Americans fear and hate their
government. Things need to
change from the top down.

REAL MCCAIN
“The current Rolling Stone article
about Senator John McCain shows
us a short-tempered, self-centered
person who has always been
focused only on self-gratification,
who is hot-tempered when he does
not get his way, who regards and
treats women as less than equal, and
who consistently lies to get ahead in
his career. Yes, John McCain was a
prisoner of war in North Vietnam.
So were 600 other Americans at the
time. He would have us believe that
he was offered special privilege
because of his family (three genera-
tions of high-level armed forces
officers). As the Rolling Stone
article says, ‘... In fact, his wounds
were attended to only after the
North Vietnamese discovered that
his father was a Navy admiral. What
has never been disclosed is the
manner in which they found out:
McCain told them. ...’ (Summer
Rhodes, PacificaRiptide.com)

REAL MAVERICKS
A descendant of cattleman Samuel
A. Maverick (d. 1870) was inter-
viewed on KGO Radio on October
6. She said her family does not
appreciate Republican presidential
candidate John McCain and his
running mate describing themselves
as “mavericks.” (Reported by
“Undisclosed Recipient”)

GREASY HANDS
When the media got wind of AIG’s
plan to throw a big party for itself at
the Ritz-Carlton in Half Moon Bay,
to be paid for with a half-million
dollars of its ill-gotten gains from
the government bailout (i.e., yours
and my tax dollars), the giant
insurance conglomerate suddenly
cancelled the posh event.

FRESH & EASY
“Fresh & Easy Buzz” is a blog with
a wide readership: Fresh & Easy
execs, Tesco execs in the U.K.,
Fresh & Easy store workers, people
in the food and grocery industry
globally, and consumers in general
all over. Pacifica Riptide has been
sharing local news with Buzz about
Pacifica’s new Fresh & Easy store
now under construction in Pedro
Point shopping center. Email
comments about Fresh & Easy to
Mayburrito@goofbuster.com.

HUMMER FACE-OFF
Last week I told you a story about
Patty McKellar having a “spiritual”
encounter with a hummingbird out
on her back deck. Former Pacifican
Niki Wise, now living in Eugene,
Oregon, responded: “I had a
hummingbird confront me in the
garden like that. There was nothing
‘spiritual’ about it, merely territorial
aggression. That’s what humming-
birds seem to be about, aggressive
and territorial, chasing each other
away from the food sources.”
Have you had a run-in with a
hummingbird? Email
Mayburrito@goofbuster.com.

REDWOOD BLUEGRASS
Redwood
Bluegrass
Associates
present the Del
Williams Band
and the David
Thom Band on
October 25 at 8
p.m., First
Presbyterian
Church, 1667
Miramonte
Avenue (at Cuesta

Drive) in Mountain View. Tickets
are $18/advance, $20/day of show,
half-price for teens 13-18, free (when
accompanied by a paid ticket-holder)
for ages 12 and under and for music
students. Pre-concert jam session at
5:30 p.m. usually includes a special
guest musician or two. Refreshments
include fruit pies and savory meat
pies. Music information: rba.org or
call 650-691-9982.

BAD TV
“Watching television may be bad for
the kids; making televisions, it seems,
may be bad for the climate. To
produce flat-panel displays, manufac-
turers rely on nitrogen trifluoride
(NF3), a potent greenhouse gas that
was not covered by the emissions-
regulating Kyoto Protocol when it
was drafted in 1997, because so little
of it was used then. Now exploding
sales of flat-panel TVs and other
digital devices, coupled with incom-
plete recapture of the chemical during
manufacture, could spell trouble,
warn researchers at UC Irvine.”
(Scientific American, Sept. 2008)

PUBLIC COMMENTS
The National Science Foundation
funds the Deliberative E-
Rulemaking Project (DEER) at the
Benton Foundation (benton.org). It
explores models to improve the
quality of public comments submit-
ted to legislative and deliberative
bodies. We sure could use their help
for our City Council meetings.

CARBON FOOTPRINT
Measure your carbon footprint with a
fun, new ecological calculator and
quiz. Earth Day Network’s new tool
helps you understand and combat
climate change. Create a three-
dimensional avatar and tour your
virtual neighborhood. Then you will
be asked a series of questions about
your food consumption, energy use,
transportation mode, residence type,
recycling commitment, and spending
habits. The calculator tells you how
many “planets” would be needed to
sustain human life if everyone lived
like you do, and how many acres of
land and tons of carbon would be
needed to sustain your lifestyle. You
can revisit your quiz to see where
“you went wrong,” and find out how
to reduce your carbon footprint.
(EarthDay.net)

Sneaking in
Editor:
A letter in the Tribune took the Fog

Fest to task for “sneaking” a  flyer
supporting Prop. 8 into the Fog Fest
program. The Fog Fest board would
like the letter writer to know that we
had nothing to do with that flyer. How-
ever, others saw people distributing
the program with the flyer inserted.
This was not authorized by the Fog
Fest. The people distributing these pro-
grams were not Fog Fest volunteers.
We strongly object to groups inserting
their propaganda into the programs
and distributing them as if they were
Fog Fest-approved materials.

Board of Directors
Fog Fest Organizing
Group (FFOG)

Welcome
change

Editor:
I am writing as a Pacifica School

District (PSD) parent in support of
Cynthia Kaufman’s campaign for
School Board.

There are no professional educa-
tors currently on the Board, and as a
teacher with 17 years experience,
Cynthia’s  addition to the School Board
would be invaluable and a welcome
change.

Cynthia certainly knows her way
around school budgets and curricu-
lums.  For example, she is committed
to improving the science curriculum in
our city’s schools, and she is best-
positioned to effectively implement
that curriculum to the maximum ben-
efit of our children in the most cost-
effective manner.

Cynthia also has the proven ability
as an advocate to effectively stand up
to the powers that be in Sacramento
and obtain our fair share of school
funding toward this end.

 I urge everyone interested in im-
proving the performance of our schools
in a fiscally-sound manner to vote for
Cynthia Kaufman for School Board.

Richard Campbell
Vallemar

October
surprise?

Editor:
President Bush, in an attempt to

resuscitate his falling poll numbers
and in a move dubbed as an “October
surprise” sure to bolster the McCain
campaign, announced to the world last
night, a cure for cancer.

Democratic Congresswoman
Nancy Pelosi and Senator Harry Reid
immediately called for a joint press
conference on the steps of the Capital
building at 2 a.m. this morning, de-
nouncing this new breakthrough as,
“reckless and irresponsible.”

“Has the President no empathy for
those in the medical industry? Is he not
cognizant of the fact that tens of thou-
sands of cancer research scientist, hos-
pital administrators, doctors and nurses
will be put out of work as a result of this
ill-considered news,” queried the

House Speaker and U.S. Senate Major-
ity Leader whose poll numbers have
dropped even below those of the lame
duck President.

Pelosi said the House will consider
holding hearings to determine if charges
should be levied against the Bush ad-
ministration and what roll, if any, did
Vice President Dick Cheney play in the
timing of the release of this ambiguous
disclosure.

Truth or fiction? You decide.
Frank Cimo
Park Pacifica

Support Nihart
Editor:
We are on the verge of an important

election. On Nov. 4, we will choose the
person who will lead this nation over the
next four years.

On our local level, we will select two
members of the Pacifica City Council.
In my humble opinion, the voters of
Pacifica should elect long-time com-
munity leader, Mary Ann Nihart, to the
Pacifica City Council.

I got to know Mary Ann, last spring,
when we worked together (along with
Joan Weideman) as co-chairs of the
Saving Pacifica Schools – Yes on Mea-
sure N campaign.

During those intense months, I
worked many hours with Mary Ann,
which allowed me observe first-hand
those qualities that will make her an
excellent addition to the Pacifica City
Council.

Besides being an extremely hard
worker with top-notch organizational
and leadership skills, Mary Ann is an
independent thinker, who speaks her
own mind.

Importantly, Mary Ann works well
with others, valuing collaborative ef-
forts over all.

In her 25 years of involvement in the
Pacifica community, Mary Ann has
come to know residents from all over
this city. These qualities, in particular
her ability to bring the broader Pacifica
community in to the cause of supporting
a parcel tax for the benefit of Pacifica
schools, proved invaluable to our ef-
forts to pass Measure N.

Please join me in supporting Mary
Ann Nihart for Pacifica City Council.

Eileen Manning-Villar
Vallemar

Civics lesson
Editor:
In regards to the letters by Sharon

O’Brien and Charlene Thomas, I would
like to give you the very simple civic
lesson.

First of all bonds are placed on the
ballot for citizens to vote for. When they
pass, cities and counties can apply for
those grants in the areas of recreation
and building parks, building schools
and many other things.

In regards to recreation, Mr. Hinton
has always been an advocate that all
recreational programs be self-supported.
Unfortunately, this is not always pos-
sible.

Under Mr. Hinton’s theory, we
would not have recreational programs
in the city of Pacific.

Mr. Hinton has also suggested that

we throw out the seniors in the commu-
nity center and put City Hall there.
Now, in regards to no growth and sus-
tainable question I ask you this, who
was on the council when we built Holi-
day Inn, the Pacifica Beach Resort, Best
Western, the Howard Johnson Hotel
and the Pacifica Motor Inn, built homes
on the school sites of Westview School,
Pedro Valley School and Crespi School.

Now let’s look at other develop-
ment, large homes on Farallone Ave.
and the eastside of Pacific Manor, and
across from the old Crespi School and
condos on Roberts Road. I can name a
lot more homes that were built with the
no development or sustainable growth
people who were representing the city
at that time.

Jeff Simons believes that in order to
balance the city budget we need to build
more. Example, Mr. Simons strongly
supported 350 homes to be built in the
quarry.

And yet, the voters of Pacifica said
no, because Simons believes to solve
the sewer treatment plant cost we need
to build more.

I am sorry that I can only deal with
the facts, and I know how boring that
can be.

Fred Howard
Park Pacifica

Dear Minister
Editor:
Dear Minister of the Republic of

America ( AKA John Maybury)
Please forgive my poor English.
 I receive your e-mail and am much

interested in taking advantage of  your
big opportunity.
I am knowing Mr. Phil Gramm, evil

Republican who wants to enslave all
people and kill all our puppies, but he is,
how you say, small potatoes. I am want-
ing to speak with real brains behind this
deal. Is possible I could speak with Mr.
Barney Frank or Mr.Chris Dodd or Mr.
Barak Obama ? I believe they are what
you call Democrats.

These men used what is called the
CRA and ACORN to pressure banks to
loan billions of dollars to people who
will never ever pay it back.

Then Fannie Mae underwrites loans
with taxpayer dollars and donates money
back to Democrats! What a scam!

In my country you go to gulag for
such behavior. In your country you go
on Larry King! What a country! These
men are geniuses. I am loving it! Can I
speak to them please?

Also I would like to be speaking to
Mr. Frank Raines. This also is very
smart man. This is man who ran Fannie
Mae into bankruptcy and walked away
with millions and now blames evil Re-
publican puppy killers for whole big
mess and people believe him!

I understand he now is adviser for
Mr. Barak Obama. With smart man like
this advising him, Mr. Barak Obama
cannot lose.

Go Barak!
I am look forward to hearing from

you
Michael Brent
Pacifica
Editor’s Note: This is an attempt

to respond to John Maybury’s spoof
on spam in his Wandering and Won-
dering column two weeks ago.

Least
disappointing
Editor:
I admit that  I am  a baby-boomer

who will turn 60 next May. As I watched
the second presidential debate between
Senator Obama and Senator McCain,
even though I could only remain 45
minutes, I wondered how much of each
man’s message had been created and
influenced and structured and coached
by God-knows-how-many advisers and
strategists and various other experts.

I guess I am just nostalgic or engag-
ing in wishful thinking or both. There
have only been two times in my life
when I remember being truly inspired
by any national figure or leader, Presi-
dent Kennedy’s request “Ask not what
your country can do for you, .ask what
you can do for your country” and Dr.
Martin Luther King’s “I Have A Dream”
speech at the Washington Monument.

I am still trying to discover the true
voice and vision of both Senators and
not the carefully-crafted handiwork of a
trusted “kitchen cabinet.”

I am also remembering the practical
advice of a quotation in my collection:
“Vote for the man who promises least;
he’ll be the least disappointing.”  (Ber-
nard Baruch)

Rev. Piers Lahey
Sharp Park

Before You Vote
Editor:
Think of this country as being one of

the largest and strongest companies in
the world. Let’s say that you are The
Boss. You make all the decisions on
who is to run this company when you
retire. Think of all the people who are
qualified for the job. What sort of per-
son would you want to take over your
job to keep your company functioning
at a high level of production that secures
it as one of the top ten companies in the
world.

With America facing historic debt;
multiple war fronts; the escalating cost
of health care; an ever weakening dollar
in the world market; an all-time high
prison population forcing early release
of certain criminals; skyrocketing Fed-
eral deficit spending; a mortgage crises
with increasing bank foreclosures and
job losses like this country has not seen
since the Depression - this is an excep-
tionally important and highly critical
election year. Let’s look at the educa-
tional background of the selected candi-
dates and see what they will bring to the
job:

Barack Obama: Occidental Col-
lege: Two years - basic studies; Colum-
bia University: B.A. political science
w/a specialization in international rela-
tions;  Harvard: Juris Doctor (J.D.)
graduating Magna Cum Laude (top of
his class); First black president of the
Harvard Law Review.

Joe Biden: University of Delaware:
B.A. in history & B.A. in political sci-
ence; Syracuse University College of
Law: Juris Doctor (J.D.).

John McCain: United States Naval
Academy: graduated with a Class rank
of 894 out of 899 - Fifth from the bottom
of his class.

Sarah Palin: Hawaii Pacific Uni-
versity: 1 semester; North Idaho Col-
lege: 2 semesters - general study; Uni-
versity of Idaho: 2 semesters - journal-

ism; Matanuska-Susitna College: 1 se-
mester; University of Idaho: 3 semes-
ters - B.A. in journalism.

Education is supposedly the founda-
tion for top leaders in business, industry
and leadership. Who are you going to
hire to lead the most powerful and influ-
ential nation in the world? I am not
posting this to provoke anger and hated-
filled words. It is to get people to think
before they vote.

Wendy Powers
Vallemar

A good choice
Editor:
As the national election gets more

and more strange, and the economic
stability of the country remains shaky at
best, I’ve decide to turn my focus on
local politics.  While there are few things
we can do to influence the debate about
the financial bailout in Washington, we
can make some positive changes much
closer to home.  One way to do that, is to
vote for Cynthia Kaufman for the Paci-
fica School Board. 

Cynthia is intelligent, compassion-
ate, and motivated to make positive
changes to our local education system.
She has seventeen years experience as a
teacher at De Anza College where she is
currently the chairperson of the phi-
losophy department.  I was surprised to
find out that there are no teachers cur-
rently on the Pacifica school board, and
she is the only one running.

It seems obvious that someone with
teaching experience would bring an im-
portant perspective to the decision mak-
ing process that affects our children’s
futures.

Cynthia is the mother of a child at
Ocean Shore School, and I have come to
know her as a genuine and resourceful
member of the community of parents
there.

As Measure N recently showed, ev-
ery local vote is extremely important.
And there are few things more impor-
tant than insuring that our children have
the best possible preparation for the
challenges that will face them in their
adult lives.  If national politics has you
feeling disillusioned, do something to
help your local community.  Vote for
Cynthia Kaufman. 

Joaby Deal
Pacific Manor

Tough questions
Editor:
Thank you Pacifica Tribune for your

recent article, “Council candidates field
tough questions about Pacifica.”

Taken directly from this article I
noted each candidatesí response to the
question asked by an audience member
regarding what cuts to services they
would make if forced to make such cuts.
To me, this question invited each candi-
date to take a stand and provide an
example of their vision and leadership.
Mr. Hinton stated, “staff (I assume he
meant City of Pacifica staff) would be in
a position to know.” Mr. Schlesinger
stated he would “cut the City Council’s
salary and medical benefits.”

Mr. Simons stated he would “revise
the city attorney’s budget ... make the
school resource officer and Pacifica
Resource Center essential to keep and,
if necessary, to cut staff to bare bones as
long as the safety and welfare of people
could be maintained.”

Ms. Nihart stated, “City Manager
Steve Rhodes or the department heads
would have a better idea where cuts
should be made.”

Mr. DeJarnett stated, “He would
never make cuts that would affect pub-
lic safety. Staff would recommend what
cuts are necessary.”

So, to me, we have three candidates,
Mr. Hinton, Mr. DeJarnett and Ms.
Nihart - whose idea of leadership is to
let others decide crucial issues for them.

Mr. Schlesinger seems willing to cut
the City Council’s salary and benefits, I
assume out of spite. Only one candi-
date, Mr. Simons, provided a thought-
ful, layered response which provides us
a glimpse of a candidate who is not
afraid to take a stand, be an independent
thinker and answer a tough question.

If we want more of the same inaction
and “pass the buck” mentality of our
present City Council, then we know
who to vote for.

I’m hoping someone on our City
Council will finally take leadership, and
not merely ribbon cutting photo ops,
more seriously. I don’t want more of the
same. Therefore, for his demonstrated
attention to details, clear and balanced
vision, and willingness to take a stand
Mr. Simons has my vote.

Jeff Lintner
Linda Mar

Global
Poverty Act

Editor:
Re: $845 billion U.N. plan being

forwarded to U.S. Senate floor.
I will preface this with the fact that I

am neither an expert nor an economist.
My goal is to bring this to your attention
and urge you to do your own research,
come to your own conclusions and if
you feel as I do to write to your represen-
tatives in Washington and urge they
vote against this.

Sen. Barack O’Bama co-sponsored
a bill S.2433:  ‘Global Poverty Act’.  It
demands the president develop and
implement a policy to cut extreme glo-
bal poverty in half by 2015 through aid,
debt relief and other programs.  This bill
has already been approved in one form
by the U.S. House of Representatives
and is on the Senate Legislative Calen-
dar for pending debate.

It appears it would commit 0.7 per-
cent of the U.S. gross national product
to foreign aid over 13 years at an esti-
mated cost to the U.S. of some $845
billion.  This is in addition to what
America already spends on global aid.

The bill also locks us into United
Nations Millennium Summit goals as
the benchmark for U.S. spending.  It
would make levels of U.S foreign aid
spending subservient to United Nations
whims.  One of which could be a global
tax from 35 cents to $1 dollar a gallon on
gasoline. A “standing peace force”
meaning a United Nations army (in-
cluding Americans) that could be an-
swerable to the UN will.

I do not believe American should
give it’s decision making power to the
U.N.  We are a very generous people
and I think capable of making our own
decisions.

We have yet to win our own war on
poverty.  in 1964 - 19 percent of the
population lived in poverty and to-
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KANGAROO BURGERS?
Professor Ross Garnaut, the
Australian government’s main
climate change expert, says that
bovine belching and flatulence are
leading causes of global warming
due to methane, and he recom-
mends switching from beef to
kangaroo, which emit almost no
greenhouse gas. The head of the
cattlemen’s association called the
professor’s proposal preposterous.
(Earthweek.com)

NANO/BIO/CLEAN TECH
The 5th International Congress of
Nano/Bio/Clean Tech 2008 is
October 27-30, San Francisco
Airport Marriott Hotel. More than
100 speakers cover a spectrum of
the emerging fields of
nanotechnology, biotechnology,
and clean technology—from the
latest scientific research and
development, education, environ-
mental, societal and health and
safety implications, to nanotech
venture capital investment and
technology joint ventures. The
congress includes plenary
sessions, breakout sessions,
exhibitions, poster presentations,
and industry-focused forums.
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