
HILL FOR SALE
57-acre property, one of the largest 
undeveloped parcels with resi-
dential zoning within greater San 
Francisco Bay Area (see photos).
Adjacent to more than 1,200 acres
of Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area, including historic Sweeney
Ridge. Could be partially developed 
as gated subdivision or exclusive 
private ocean-view estate. Irregular
shape. Lies along west-facing slopes 
of Cattle Hill between Highway 1
and western boundary of GGNRA.
Elevation ranges from 100 to 690 
feet, with lower southwest por-
tion containing less than 10 acres 
suitable for subdivision develop-
ment. Site has some residual trees 
but contains primarily undisturbed 
native vegetation. Estimated 800 
feet of frontage along Highway 1,
and proposed entry road as outlined
by Caltrans, are 1,175 feet south of
Reina Del Mar Avenue and 1,774
feet north of Rockaway Beach Av-
enue. All utilities (water, gas, sewer, 
and phone) along highway can be 
extended to site. Entire property
within Pacifica. Prior owner submit-
ted plan in 2001 for 11-lot subdivi-
sion, with balance of property (47
acres) to be donated to GGNRA for 
trailhead to improve public access 
to Sweeney Ridge. Other options in-
clude development of several ocean-
view, gated estate compounds with
private trail system for hiking and
riding horses. Spectacular ocean
views, location next to GGNRA,
proximity to San Francisco, and
residential zoning provides new
owner with opportunity to create
both real estate and conservation
values at significant discount, with
added benefit of short-term seller fi-
nancing. Sealed bids due November
18. Latest offer $1,795,000. (adapted
from real estate listing posted on
Pacifica Riptide)

FRIDGE IT
A Houston Style Magazine ar-
ticle “Who Are the Wealthiest
Black People in America?” says:

“Real estate magnet R. Donahue
Peebles of Florida ($350 million) 
is in eighth place.” (Reported on
Pacifica Riptide by a regular reader,
who says, “A long time ago I set a
Google Alert to scan for R. Donahue
Peebles. The alert scans the Web
for your search term and emails you
when it finds any mention of the
term. I never turned off the Peebles 
alert. That’s how I got the item
about ‘real estate magnet.’ Then this 
morning I got the Google Alert that 
my item was posted on Riptide.”
And so the “magnet” is now famous
on the Internet.)

FRIED BUTTER
“On a fine afternoon at the Texas
State Fair, a ringmaster encouraged
a gaggle of children to flap their
arms like butterfly wings. ‘What
could possibly go wrong on a day 
as beautiful as today?’ he asked. But 
a hundred yards away, something
had gone quite wrong. People were 
queuing for an unusual delicacy:
balls of butter, dipped in dough
and cooked in a vat of boiling oil.
Fried butter, in other words. The 
balls were dusted with a thin coat of
powdered sugar. When bitten, they
collapsed with an unctuous squelch.
Fairs are known for their decadent
snack offerings. Most are unhealthy,
and some push the conceptual
boundaries of food into new terri-
tory. The Los Angeles County Fair,
which ended on October 4, featured 
a Meat Lovers’ Ice Cream Cone 
(don’t ask). The Minnesota State 
Fair is known for its foods-on-a-
stick. The Texas fair bills itself as the 
fried food capital of the state. The 
claim is credible. Sprinkled between
the pig races and carnival rides are
vendors selling fried ribs, fried gua-

camole, fried ice cream and even 
fried bacon. Fried butter is a new de-
velopment. At the beginning of the 
fair it won an award for creativity.
The inventor, Abel Gonzales, won
the same award in 2006 for a differ-
ent recipe—fried Coke. Nutritionists 
would shudder at all the fat, sodium
and trans fats. Defenders say that 
the key is moderation. ‘If this is not
your lifestyle, then it’s OK to indulge 
once or twice a year,’ says a spokes-
woman for the fair. Opinions among
fairgoers were divided. A woman
selling toffee said that people had no 
business frying butter, with diabetes
and high cholesterol as common as 
they are. She said she preferred to
cook with olive oil. But a man eating
a basket of fried butter with cherry
jam was not too bothered. ‘It’s just
butter,’ he maintained.” (The Econo-
mist, October 10)
 
STRAIGHT FLUSH 
“Pacifica’s local water company,
North Coast County Water District 
(NCCWD), offers only a $50 rebate
for any new toilet that uses less 
water than the old ones. It will also
rebate the cost of recycling the old 
toilet. Nevertheless, it is worth it to 
get a new HET toilet. We love ours.”
(Linda Corwin)
 
CONSPIRACY THEORIES
“But as former Nixon aide G.
Gordon Liddy once told me (and he 
should know!), the problem with
government conspiracies is that 
bureaucrats are incompetent and
people can’t keep their mouths shut.
Complex conspiracies are difficult
to pull off, and so many people 
want their quarter hour of fame
that even the Men in Black couldn’t
squelch the squealers from spilling
the beans. So there’s a good chance
that the more elaborate a conspiracy
theory is, and the more people 
that would need to be involved,
the less likely it is true. Why do
people believe in highly improbable 
conspiracies? In previous columns 
I have provided partial answers,
citing patternicity (the tendency to
find meaningful patterns in random
noise) and agenticity (the bent to
believe the world is controlled by
invisible intentional agents). Con-
spiracy theories connect the dots 
of random events into meaningful
patterns and then infuse those pat-
terns with intentional agency. Add 
to those propensities the confirma-
tion bias (which seeks and finds
confirmatory evidence for what we 
already believe) and the hindsight 
bias (which tailors after-the-fact 

explanations to what we already
know happened), and we have the 
foundation for conspiratorial cogni-
tion. Examples of these processes 
can be found in journalist Arthur 
Goldwag’s marvelous new book,
Cults, Conspiracies, and Secret
Societies, which covers everything
from the Freemasons, the Illumi-
nati and the Bilderberg Group to
black helicopters and the New
World Order. “When something
momentous happens, everything
leading up to and away from the
event seems momentous, too. Even
the most trivial detail seems to glow 
with signifi cance.”…What should
we believe? Transcendentalists 
tend to believe that everything is
interconnected and that all events
happen for a reason. Empiricists 
tend to think that randomness and 
coincidence interact with the causal
net of our world and that belief
should depend on evidence for each
individual claim. The problem for 
skepticism is that transcendentalism
is intuitive; empiricism is not. Or as
folk rock group Buffalo Springfield
once intoned: Paranoia strikes deep.
Into your life it will creep ...” (from
Michael Shermer’s Skeptic column 
in Scientific American, September 
2009)

READ ONCE
“Mysteries, New York Times 
Bestsellers, Paperbacks in Excellent 
Condition. Most read only once.
Waldport Flea Market” (classified
ad in local shopper Pacific Skinny,
Waldport, Oregon, October 8). A
discerning buyer sure could tell if
one of those books had been read 
TWICE!

TWIST OF LYME
I am pleased to report that my
antibody test for Lyme disease was 
negative, as was my initial blood
screen for the bacterium, and an 
infectious-disease specialist has 
cleared me for action. Bring on the
swine flu, the West Nile virus, and
the fact checkers!

SWAMI SEZ
“The wish to believe, even against
evidence, fuels all the pseudosci-
ences from astrology to creation-
ism.” (Isaac Asimov)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Email:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com
•Web sites and blogs: Pacifi ca 
Riptide, Wandering & Wondering, 
Pacifica Tribune, Goofbuster,
SF Gate (Peninsula Coastside)

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering
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Healthcare
reform

Editor:
As a young school student 

I was told, after asking about 
communism, (the ugly big sis-
ter of socialism) that it was not
a good system because sooner 
or later those in power end up 
with all the goodies. This is 
done by government acts and 
laws that are passed by those in 
power that grant benefi ts and 
properties to themselves and 
the government while passing 
laws that restrict the liberties of
thegoverned. Ourgovernment, 
within the past year has taken
over huge portions of our fi nan-
cial system, our auto industry 
and now is determined to take 
over the healthcare industry. Of 
course, thoseingovernmenttell
us that this is all being done for
the health and benefit of us, the
governed, and will be good for 
thecountry.Touseawordused 
by the politically correct, and so 
as not to hurt anyone’s feelings, 
they are being disingenuous. 
Or lying, if you prefer. It is not 
problems with healthcare that 
these “benevolent” rulers are
interested in. It is a major step
toward the socialization of our 
country, a dangerous power 
grab that will result in more 
power by the government over
all of us. How many of us need
more bureaucracy?

I have in the past, expressed 
thoughts on this page, about 
the value of truth. I have abso-
lutely no doubt that truth will, 
sooner or later, always prevail.
Humans, regardless of age,
race, gender, religion or men-
tal capacity recognize, believe, 
crave and cherish truth.

A Congressman, during the
President’s recent address to 
the joint session of congress 
blurted out two words during 
his 45-minute speech.

You will note that nothing 
said during the speech by the 
President has been questioned, 
denied, confirmed, investi-
gated, repeated or reported in
any detail by the press or media
pundits. The most talked about
and reported part of the speech 
was the Congressman’s two 
words. This is because these 

two words contained infi nitely
more truth than all of the 5,902 
words spoken by the President. 
The people, the press and all 
the other media unknowingly 
and unfailingly, whether they 
agreed or not, recognized this 
andmade it the issue of the day. 
This is a “gotcha” by the truth 
itself.

And he was lying.
Douglas Roberts
Pacifica

Library thanks
Editor:
The Pacifica Libraries’ staff 

and I would like to extend our 
sincere and grateful thanks to 
the Pacifi ca Rotary, its affili-
ated groups and selected local 
businesses for choosing the Pa-
cifica-Sanchez Library for their 
annual community project. Af-
ter weeks of preparation, the 
library was painted by a dedi-
cated group of volunteers over 
the weekend of Oct. 10-11 and 
it looks terrifi c!! This was a ster-
ling example of a community-
building project and makes the 
library a perfect choice for such 
an activity since in my highly 
biased opinion, the library
also is integral to community-
building. People participating 
in the project include but are 
not limited to: Steve and Col-
leen Wright, Dave Bertini, Jerry 
Crow, Kevin Casey, Jack and 
Barbara Hug, Bill Durst, An-
drea Masters, Tom Sullivan, 
Julie Lancelle, Fern March-
field, Tom O’Brien, Natalie 
Zonuri, Tara Gonzalo, Kamy 
Lowenthal, Heather Self, Jen-
nie Dignam, Romina Avram, 
Rebekah Paz, Edward Paz,
Priti Lalchandan, Jack Olson, 
Tomoko Shiosaki, Natalie Vas-
bender, Ernesto Chavez, Jose 
Loli, Hande Ozsarp, Amanda 
Nyugen, Eric Ruchames, Bar-
bara Kempster, Bob Jacobson, 
Caroline Barba, Gerry Trecroci, 
Reggie Pomicpic, Patrick Hall, 
Yvonne Lorvan, Robert San-
tiago, Wendy Santiago, Joseph 
Santiago, Samuel Santiago, 
Ginny Jacquith, and Orton-
Wisegarver.

The following businesses 
donated materials and services 
to the project: Mike Goodnol, 
Pacifica Lumber; Dave Reed, 
Linda Mar Ace; Wayne Nowak,
Kelly-Moore Paint; Bob Men-
garelli, Russell Hinton Painting; 
Brain McLeran, McLeran Roof-
ing; John Barnes, John the Sign 

Guy; Louie Piccardo and Chris 
Porter, Coastside Scavengers.

The library looks great! 
Thanks so much.

Thom Ball
Manager, Pacifica Libraries

Please explain
Editor:
As the pastor of a Catholic

parish, I am very troubled by 
the editorial cartoon which ap-
peared in last week’s Tribune, 
the work of Tom Jackson. I 
am not sure if Mr. Jackson is 
a Catholic. In the past, I have 
found many of his cartoons to 
be humorous, insightful and 
thought-provoking. However, 
last week’s cartoon was, in 
my mind and for many of my
parishioners, insulting and a 
cheap shot at Catholic tradi-
tion. Let me cite some of the 
problems with Mr. Jackson’s 
work. First, he chose to draw 
inspiration from Victor Hugo’s 
famous novel, “The Hunch-
back of Notre Dame.” That 
novel was fi rst published in 
1831. It’s unclear to me why 
Mr. Jackson, in attempting 
to make fun of the Catholic 
Church, would go rummag-
ing around in the dustbin of 
history and turn to a work of 
fiction more than 175 years old 
to find ammunition. Second, 
the cartoon features four large 
portly, balding men dressed 
in black robes. They are obvi-
ously supposed to be monks 
(again using a tired sterotypi-
cal image). The problem is that 
in the novel itself, the main fi g-
ure representing the “offi cial”
church is not a monk at all....
It is Quasimodo’s adoptive fa-
ther, who is an archdeacon, or-
dained, yes, but not someone 
who lived in a monastery. It’s 
a very inaccurate and mislead-
ing illustration. Then there is 
the figure of Quasimodo him-
self, obviously having been 
killed by a huge church bell. 
Again, this has nothing to do 
with the novel. Quasimodo 
starved to death, near the body 
of the young girl he loved and 
cared for, Esmeralda, who had 
been hanged at the instigation 
of Quasimodo’s father who 
turned her over to the authori-
ties.The novel portrays Qua-
simodo making his way to a 
huge graveyard in Paris where 
the bodies of hanging victims 
were thrown, to be close to the 
only love of his life. Finally, 

there is the caption in Mr. 
Jackson’scartoon...”thankfully
it didn’t happen during the ser-
vices.”

This is the worst aspect of 
all, the most unfair and fl at-out
wrong. It depicts a group of
monks, churchmen, symbol-
izing the worldwide Catholic 
Church as uncaring, unfeeling,
untouched by the presence of
human pain and tragedy and 
suffering, turning a cold shoul-
der and an even colder heart to 
the neediest of God’s people, 
and the poorest of the poor. 
Mr. Jackson may have never 
heard of groups in the Catholic 
Church such as the St. Vincent 
DePaul Society, which tends 
to the needs of the homeless, 
single-parent families, people 
struggling to keep their homes 
and pay their monthly rents 
and utility bills in this critically
ill economy. Mr. Jackson may 
not be familiar with services
such as Catholic Charities in 
this Archdiocese. A partial list-
ing of services follows: an Al-
zheimer’s Day Care Center on 
Broad Street in San Francisco, 
a Senior Center on Ocean 
Avenue in San Francisco, Im-
migrant Services (including
Employment Counseling) on 
Howard Street in San Fran-
cisco, Adult Day Services on 
Walnut Street in San Carlos, 
Boys and Girls Homes (and 
shelters) on Euclid Avenue 
and 3rd Avenue in San Fran-
cisco. And there are vast orga-
nizations such as Catholic Re-
lief Services, which are raising 
funds and gathering resources 
to help the victims of the re-
cent earthquakes, typhoons 
and tsunamis in Samoa, Indo-
nesia and the Philippines.

Iamwriting to request some 
clarification, some explanation 
from Mr. Jackson about the
point he was trying to make in 
his cartoon. In a free country
and with a free press, anyone 
and everyone should be able to 
express strong opinions about 
crucial issues in a respectful 
and constructive way. Is it too 
much to ask that a writer or 
cartoonist do proper research 
and get basic facts straight be-
fore venturing out on a limb 
such as the place where Mr. 
Jackson now seems to be, cas-
tigating the Catholic Church 
without really knowing the lay 
of the land?

Rev. Piers Lahey
Sharp Park

Tribune
oversight

Editor:
Last week’s Pacifi ca Tri-

bune letter section included a 
letter from Mark Colby which 
was published twice; I hope 
that this was a mistake and not 
an endorsement.

Dave Rauenbuehler
Edgemar

Editor’s Note: An oversight. 
We now have a new proof-
reader and will ask her to check 
for such errors in the future.
Thanks to those who brought it 
to our attention.

Save public
golf

Editor:
(This letter was originally 

adddressed to “Dear Friends of 
San Francisco Golf”):

Asanative San Franciscan, I 
was both thrilled and very proud 
this week as the greatest golf-
ers from America and around 
the eorld met at Harding Park 
to contest the President’s Cup. 
As I watched the competition
unfold, I reflected back through 
my own seven decades playing 
golf in the great golfi ng town of 
San Francisco.

With my thoughts returning
to my youth in San Francisco , 
however, I have been alarmed
by news that the city’s other 
wonderful 18-hole municipal 
courses, Sharp Park and Lin-
coln Park, are in jeopardy.  The 
news of Sharp Park is particu-
larly distressing.  To me it is 
unthinkable that San Francisco 
would seriously contemplate 
the destruction of that Alister 
MacKenzie masterwork.

Sharp Park is a great course 
of the old school:  a seaside 
course, designed by one of 
history’s greatest architects, 
where the wind and weather 
dictate the play of the game.  
Dr. MacKenzie’s beautiful de-
sign does not punish with nar-
row fairways and heavy rough, 
but rather charms and inspires 
and exhilarates with beauty.
Dr. MacKenzie does not force 
golfers to hit any particular 
shot, but instead gives them op-
tions to challenge their imagi-
nations. Sharp is an unpreten-
tious place, where golfers enjoy 
a scenic walk in the salt air, 
then a sandwich and a beer in 

an old-fashioned pub.  In these 
ways, Sharp connects golfers 
to the Scottish public course 
roots of the game.  This is Dr. 
MacKenzie’s great gift to the 
American public golfer.

Without the public courses, 
golf becomes inaccessible. The 
game shrivels and dies. The 
glorious restoration of Harding 
must not be at the expense of 
Sharp or Lincoln. So I write this 
letter to urge my friends and 
fellow-San Francisco Bay Area 
golfers to preserve Dr. MacK-
enzie’s legacy, and defend San 
Francisco ’s golf heritage and 
public courses. Defend them 
with your time, your money, 
and your passion. Do not let 
anybody destroy Sharp or Lin-
coln .

See you around the links.
Ken Venturi
Honorary Chairman, San

Francisco Public Golf Alli-
ance

Ban styrofoam
Editor:
Our oceans provide as much 

as 90 percent of the oxygen we 
breath according to scientifi c
papers. Our oceans cover 70 
percent of the Earth and are a 
major life-sustaining source of 
protein for people worldwide. 
And, our oceans are dying 
sooner rather than later largely 
due to pollution that we as indi-
viduals can control and unwise 
fishing practices. We must take 
action now. One simple step 
Pacifica can take to help keep 
the oceans alive is to ban styro-
foam.

When styrofoam breaks 
down sea life mistake it as food
and die from consuming it.  
Responsible restaurants have 
already found environmentally 
sound alternatives for take-
away food, so it can be done.

Support our city council in 
the banning styrofoam. And 
then let’s address some other 
major ocean killers, where Pa-
cifica can make a difference,
like banning plastic bags and 
a cigarette butt tax as Mitch 
Reid suggested to fund keeping 
them off our streets and going
into the ocean.

I challenge the city council 
to be leaders for once, rather 
once more waiting to see what 
the rest of the world does.

Jeri Flinn
Past President, Pacifica

Beach Coalition
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