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Wandering
&

Wondering

John Maybury

SITESEER
•Very funny video about moving
to Canada if McCain wins:
slatev.com
•25 ways to save energy in home
& garden: consumerreports.org
•Election aids:
PacificaRiptide.com (click
Categories: online help with
presidential candidates, the real
John McCain, Palindrone)

NEGOTIATE
The Bush administration scorns
talking to geopolitical enemies,
notoriously referring to such
diplomatic engagement as
“appeasement.” But CentCom
chief, General David Petraeus,
encourages diplomacy. Citing his
Iraq experience, Petraeus says,
“You have to talk to enemies.” He
says it is necessary to have a
particular goal for discussion and
to perform advance work to
understand his counterpart’s
motivations, according to the
Washington Independent. A draft
version of the new National

Intelligence Estimate concludes that
Afghanistan is in a “downward
spiral” and casts serious doubt on
the ability of the Afghan govern-
ment to stem the rise in the
Taliban’s influence there. Petraeus
encouraged diplomacy to tackle the
violence. “Negotiations with some
members of the Taliban could
provide a way to reduce violence in
sections of Afghanistan gripped by
an intensifying insurgency,”
Petraeus says, noting that Britain
has helped reduce violence in Iraq
through negotiations. “They’ve sat
down with thugs throughout their
history, including us in our early
days.” (Source: progress.org)

SECRET WATERFALL
“Serenity and I collected litter from
the ‘Secret Waterfall’ (Westline
Outfall) site this week. The trash,
which had to be hauled up a steep
cliff with no trail, weighed in at
more than 100 pounds. All of it
washed into the creek with the rain
on October 3 (and the creek had just
been cleaned up October 1). It is
likely that a similar amount of litter
was swept into the ocean before it
could be collected. This is a typical
amount of trash following a rain
throughout the rainy season. Any
able-bodied individuals who would
like to help out are welcome. Email
me at ianbutler@netzero.net.”

DOUBLE STANDARD
What if things were switched
around? Think about it. Would the
country’s collective point of view
be different? Could racism be the
culprit? Ponder the following: What
if the Obamas had paraded five
children across the stage, including
a 3-month-old infant and an unwed,
pregnant teenage daughter? What if
John McCain were a former
president of the Harvard Law
Review? What if Barack Obama had
finished fifth from the bottom of his
graduating class? What if Obama
were the candidate who left his first
wife after a severely disfiguring car
accident, because she no longer
measured up to his standards? What
if Obama were the one who met his
future second wife in a bar and had
a long affair while he was still
married? What if Michelle Obama
were the wife who not only became
addicted to painkillers but also
acquired them illegally through her
charitable organization? What if
Cindy McCain had graduated from
Harvard? What if Obama had been a
member of the Keating Five (United
States senators accused of corrup-
tion in 1989, igniting a major
political scandal as part of the larger
savings and loan crisis of the late
1980s and early 1990s)? What if
McCain were a charismatic,
eloquent speaker? What if Obama
couldn’t read from a teleprompter?
What if Obama were the one who
had military experience including
discipline problems and a record of

crashing seven planes?
What if Obama were known to
display publicly, on many occa-
sions, a serious anger management
problem? What if Michelle
Obama’s family had made its
money from beer distribution? What
if the Obamas had adopted a white
child? You could easily add to this
list. If these questions reflected
reality, do you really believe the
election numbers would be as close
as they are? This is what racism
does. It covers up, rationalizes, and
minimizes positive qualities in one
candidate and emphasizes negative
qualities in another, when there is a
color difference. (Internet sources)

JOAN BAEZ
“Five decades on from her first
performance she remains a political
phenomenon as well as a musical
one—endorsing for the first time a
presidential candidate, Barack
Obama. She has, however, one thing
in common with his opponent: both
were in Hanoi in December 1972,
John McCain as a prisoner of war,
Baez on a visit to North Vietnam that
reflected her absolute opposition to
America’s war. Baez’s commitment
to peace and justice has always been
outstanding: campaigning for civil
rights in the American south, in Israel
and Palestine, for Czech dissidents
under communism, for Amnesty
International and against the invasion
of Iraq (where she lived briefly as a
child). She is one of only four
performers who were at both

Woodstock in 1969 and Live Aid in
1985. Her new album, Day After
Tomorrow, has returned her to the
U.S. album charts; she has just toured
Britain. The protest songs of the
1960s, she says, are needed again.
Anyone who remembers listening to
Baez the first time round—perhaps
through a haze of student self-
righteousness, joss-sticks and funny
cigarettes—knows that, however
naive the simplicities of the world-
view that she has championed
throughout her career, she and her
voice will be for ever on the side of
the forces of light.” (Guardian
Weekly, October 10) [Note: Joan Baez
and I both grew up in Redlands, Calif.,
in the Fifties and early Sixties, and
through the years our two families have
remained friends to this day.]

OBSESSION
The New York Times (National
Edition), Wall Street Journal (Na-
tional Edition), Milwaukee Journal-
Sentinel, Philadelphia Inquirer,
Charlotte Observer, Columbus
Dispatch, Miami Herald, Des Moines
Register, Denver Post, and some 70
other newspapers, have bundled a
DVD called “Obsession” as an
advertising supplement paid for by
the Clarion Fund, a shadowy New
York-based nonprofit organization.
The film, which purports to be a
documentary, calls radical Islam a
menace comparable to Adolph Hitler
and cuts back and forth between
scenes of Nazi Germany and the
Middle East for sensational effect. An

outraged reader in Raleigh-
Durham, North Carolina, asked,
“What’s next, KKK robes?”
(media-alliance.org)

OBAMA/MCCAIN TAX PLAN
Senators Barack Obama and John
McCain both say they’ll cut
federal taxes if elected. According
to taxpolicycenter.org, if your
annual salary is less than $112,000,
you’d pay less in taxes under
Obama’s plan; if your salary is
higher, McCain would cut your
taxes more. “While the aggregate
tax cut is bigger for McCain, a
larger number of voters get more
money under Obama,” says Alan
Viard, a tax policy expert at the
conservative American Enterprise
Institute. “Obama is choosing to
emphasize tax cuts for the middle
class, whereas McCain’s strategy
is to keep rates lower at the top as
a way to facilitate long-run
growth.” For example, a person
with an income of $1 million could
see his taxes increase under
Obama by as much as $94,000,
whereas under McCain’s plan he
could save about $48,000.
(parade.com, October 12)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Goofbuster.com
•PacificaRiptide.com
•PacificaTribune.com
•WanderingAndWondering.com
e: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

‘Tis the season. The season when crazy claims and outrageous accusations
are the norm. As my head spins from watching the 24 hour news cycle on the
“Major” networks I am reminded that there are alternatives.

Of course one watching only those “Major” channels might assume that our
November election is all about shady associations, lip-stick wearing pigs and
a plumber named Joe!

Seems quite a shame when there are so many non-news distractions passing
for news these days. However, as mentioned, for lucky local Comcast
subscibers there are options...well, an option. That option is, of course, PCT,
Pacifica Community Television.

On PCT, channel 26 you’ll be able to see a quite civilized discussion among
the five local candidates currently vying for the two open city council seats.
This forum hosted by the Pacifica Democrats club is our only head-to-head
examination of the local candidates before the election. With so many funding,
infrastructure and other challenges the city currently faces, this election should
be of particular concern. So, do yourself a favor;  check the listing in this paper
and tune in on the next available viewing.

This past Saturday PCT also taped the Pacifica School Board candidate
forum. As the school are also facing unprecedented funding challenges, this too
should be a sincere opportunity to evaluate and decide on important issues to
our future. Again, check the local listing.

The broadcast should be available for by next week. Speaking of funding
PCT will be conducting its annual Telethon on November 15th and 16th.

Please tune in as you’ll have the opportunity to support the station that
supports you with incisive, local election coverage.

And we promise, no plumbers named Joe and no lip-stick wearing Pigs!

Local, incisive election coverage

My Turn
By Martin Anaya

behind the scenes for what is best for
Pacifica!

Lynn Adams
Pacific Manor

Rights of
animals

Editor:
As people who care about our envi-

ronment, we need to care about the
welfare of the animals who live here
too, including animals raised for food.
By voting Yes on Prop 2, we can help
stop the current cruel and inhumane
treatment of factory farm animals that
are crammed into cages so small they
can’t turn around, lie down, or extend
their limbs. Calves are tethered by the
neck and can barely move, gestating
pigs are severely confined, and hens are
impaled in their overcrowded wire
cages. That’s nothing but a living hell.
The passing of Prop 2 will improve our
health and food safety, safeguard the
environment, and support California
family farmers.

As the great Mahatma Gandhi said,
“The greatness of a nation can be judged
by the way its animals are treated.”
YESonProp2.com.

Tiffany Woods
Vallemar

Food supply
Editor:
Elections bring out the best and

worst in ideas and people.  How about
that Prop 2 measure?

Smells like chicken, sounds like
chicken, tastes like chicken, must be
chicken. It is a primary food source for
most of us.  It is not a dog, not an ape, not
even a cat. It’s a chicken. This is a food
source that would eat itself into the
grave, if provided the opportunity.  I
really don’t care if my chicken has taken
its morning run. I want a safe, economi-
cal, stable food supply.

Prop 2 would likely drastically re-
duce or eliminate the production of
chicken in California.  So is it better to
buy a chicken who was decapitated in

California, Arizona, or Mexico?
I would prefer a place closer to

home, where the FDA can perform its
job.  Does an egg take more of a ball
shape when a chicken gets to run around
prior to laying it?  I like the oval, egg-
shape. Killing a chicken quickly while
ensuring it is safe and economical is as
far as I go. I guess the chicken comes
before the egg in Prop 2. Most of us our
meat-eating humans and killing a
chicken is not as friendly as picking
wheat.  However, it is a necessity of life
and I am glad I am not a chicken.  I will
be voting NO on Prop. 2.

And on another note, okay, I will say
it. Can some of our local election candi-
dates get at least good, up to date pic-
tures of themselves?  Some of those
pictures are terrible. Please, no sun-
glasses.

Jeffrey Cooper
Linda Mar

Misplaced fears
Editor:
My wife and I went to city hall in

2004 to get married. Our children, par-
ents and friends were there to help us
celebrate. We knew that it would be
challenged in court however we did not
want to miss the historic occasion.

Thanks to the California Supreme
Court we now have the legal right to
marry.  Proposition 8 has been put on
the November ballot to “protect mar-
riage” Protect marriage from what?

Eleven thousand and more same sex
couples have married since May 2008.
For those in favor of Prop 8 please tell us
what you are trying to protect? Do you
now lay awake at night questioning
your marriage? Do you no longer love
your spouse?  Are your children being
prayed upon by eleven thousand same
sex couples or as the yes on 8 ads would
have you believe…are your children
now being taught in school to become
gay?  Do you now question your reli-
gious beliefs, your sexuality? Have you
quit your job?

I am sure these seem like ridiculous
questions however the idea that some-
one worries about whether their neigh-
bor has gotten married also seems ri-
diculous.

With a world in economic crises, a
war killing thousands of people, people
loosing their homes and jobs, thousands

of Americans without healthcare, same
sex marriage is what you are worried
about?

Please explain why you oppose
same sex marriage. Why you are proud
that the supporters of Prop. 8 have spent
millions of dollars to fight this instead of
spending the money to support  families
without healthcare or loosing their
homes.

If you are secure with your religious
beliefs, your sexuality,  your lifestyle,
family and marriage, why do you care
about the choices other people make?
What are you truly afraid of?

My wife and I have been together 27
years and will be together until death do
us part, whether prop 8 passes or not.
We don’t need a piece of paper to ac-
knowledge our commitment to each
other; however, what we want is No on
Proposition 8.

Dawn Hocevar
Park Pacifica

Positive attitude
Editor:
I first met Eileen Manning-Villar

when our sons we were both attending
the Pacifica Co-op Nursery School.
She was highly involved at the school
including taking on the role of president
of the Co-Op’s board of directors there
on top of her already busy schedule.

I have gone on to interact with
Eileen in several different community
groups including local sports teams
AYSO and Pacifica National Little
League) and the local parcel tax cam-
paigns in support of our schools.  It was
during the campaigns in support of
Measures Q and N (in which we were
both heavily involved) that I really had
the opportunity to see Eileen at work.

During the recent Saving Pacifica
Schools campaign, both Eileen and I
raised funds in support of Measure N.
She proved herself to be highly fiscally
responsible as the campaign’s co-chair
overseeing fundraising.  However, I
especially appreciated Eileen’s “can
do” attitude which was a refreshing
change from the “you’ll never raise
money in Pacifica” sentiment that was
sometimes heard early on in the previ-
ous year’s campaign.  By the way, the
amazing volunteer groups in both cam-
paigns, raised much more than we had
“heard” could be done.

So much is possible in Pacifica.  We
just need to have a grounded, positive
attitude to do it.   I am voting for Eileen
Manning-Villar for the Pacifica School
Board because she has that attitude and
has the generosity to continue to put it to
good use in the support of Pacifica
Community.  Please join me in electing
Eileen Manning-Villar to the governing
board of the Pacifica School District.

Stephanie Hamilton
Sharp Park

Holy Toledo!
Editor:
I took Julia Boyle’s advice in her

letter to the editor of Oct. 15 and
googled the three candidates for school
board. Holy Toledo! And that’s an un-
derstatement. Richard Campbell says
in his letter to the editor of the same
week: “Cynthia Kaufman has the
proven ability as an advocate to effec-
tively stand up to the powers that be in
Sacramento.” Well, if you google
Cynthia Kaufman you will find that she
is, indeed, an advocate. However, she
seems to be an advocate for radical
change on a number of issues, none of
which I can possibly agree with and
none that the children of our school
district should be exposed to.

Our mayor, Jim Vreeland, has en-
dorsed her, along with Planning Com-
missioner Richard Campbell.

If they endorsed her without finding
more about her, shame on them. If they
endorsed her knowing her background,
then I call into question their motives
and agendas for this city. Her politics
are way out of line with mainstream
Pacifica. Don’t take my word for it.
Google Cynthia Kaufman.

Sharon O’Brien
Linda Mar

No to Kaufman
Editor:
Cynthia Kaufman does not repre-

sent this community and should not be
elected to the Pacifica School District
Board.

What did not come up in the school
district board debate is that she signed
and supported a convicted cop killer
who was an active member of the Black
Panthers. She’s way out of step with this
community.

Google “Cynthia Kaufman” Mumia
Abu-Jamal and see for yourself.

Tom Dickson
Park Pacifica

Ageless Hinton
Editor:
Twice in the past three issues of the

Tribune the candidates for City Council
have given their ages along with their
reasons for running for office. Cal
Hinton has not revealed his age in either
of these opportunities. How old is he
and why is he so reluctant to reveal that
information?

Jane Turrel
Linda Mar

Supports Frater
Editor:
I have had the pleasure of serving my

final two years on the Pacifica School
Board with Laurie Frater. I strongly urge
Pacifica voters to vote for Laurie so that he
can continue the good work (rising test
scores, modernizing facilities, sound fiscal
management, passage of the parcel tax, to
name a few) that he has so ably started.

I have been involved in education is-
sues affecting the Pacifica School District
for 15 years, including six years on the
School Board I know first hand that Laurie
is intelligent, conscientious, hard-work-
ing, consistently well prepared and totally
dedicated to the children of this district. He
is a man of integrity.

Especially in this volatile economic
climate, Laurie’s business expertise is
sorely needed on the board to protect and
oversee the district’s budgetary concerns.
Look at his endorsements: former Super-
intendent Dr. Michele Garside; former
School Principals Brian Connor, Laurel
Trask and Dr. Alberta Freitas; School
Board Trustees past and present Ervin,
Menefee, O’Neill, Frankel, Massie,
Schneider, Mineta, Brink and Matysiak.
These are people who have made educa-
tion their top priority.

Laurie is solely dedicated to the educa-
tional needs of the students of Pacifica.
That is his “ideology.” He possesses no
ulterior political agenda. Laurie has been
volunteering in district schools since 2000
and was a constant presence at school
board meetings long before he became a
trustee. Newcomer Cynthia Kaufman
never attended a school board meeting
until she announced her candidacy two
months ago.

Check out Laurie’s website at
www.lauriefraterforschoolboard.org and
join me in voting for experience, commit-
ment and continuity on Nov. 4. Vote for
Laurie Frater for School Board.

Connie Menefee
Park Pacifica

Fannie Mae
crisis

Editor:
The Glass-Steagall Act. was en-

acted during the Great Depression.  It
was formed by Congress shortly after
the stock market plumetted in 1929
while there were bank collapses across
the United States.  It was formed to help
prevent future collapses and failures of
U.S. banks as happened in the ’30s.  It
was repealed nine years ago by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.  This left the door
open for a repeat of the pre-Glass
Steagall Act era.

We hear a lot about greedy mort-
gage brokers and lenders.  But I urge
you to read the article, “The Rest of the
Meltdown Story” by Neal Boortz.  He
talks about a process called “Redlining”
and accusations that people of various
minorities and low income not getting
loans.  He says political correctness
won the day and Congress set up the
Community Redevelopment Act al-
lowing activists groups and organizers
the ability to stop a banks’ efforts to
grow if it didn’t make loans to unquali-
fied borrowers.  Hence the “subprime”
mortgage.  One of these activist groups
was ACORN.

President Bush tried seventeen
times to reform Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac since 2001.  This is all
documented.

See youtube video ‘Fannie Mae/
Freddie Mac Hearings 2004’ at http://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=Yga7TlsA

Maxine Waters is saying the system
was not broken and praised Frank
Reines outstanding leadership and the
fact that 100% loans were being given.
Barnie Frank said he didn’t see any-
thing to report regarding safety and
soundness issues.  Franklin Reines said
that the assets were so riskless that the
cap for their holdings should be under
2%.  Don Manzullo (R-Illinois) said in
1998 the earnings per shares were $3.23
and that if Fannie Mae had followed the
regulations that year there would have
been no bonuses.  However,  Franklin
Reines received $1.1 million bonus on a
$526,000 salary and Jamie Garlic re-
ceived a $779,000 bonus on a $567,000
salary. The the republicans on the video
were very concerned and calling for
new regulatory structures from Con-
gress.  At the end it shows Bill Clinton
stating that the democrats resisted any
efforts to tighten-up Fannie Mae and
Freddie Ma c standards by George Bush
or himself.

Who received the most campaign
contributions from lobbyists for Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac.  Barack Obama
was #2 and John McCain #62.

I’m no expert on the above but en-
courage you to do your own research
and arrive at your own conclusions.

I hope I’m not too late for next weeks
newspaper.  This crisis affects all of us
Pacificans.  Thanks so much for helping
me get it in the paper.  Believe I’m in the
limit of words.

Jennifer Ann Madsen
Park Pacifica

Supports
Kaufman

Editor:
As concerned citizens and parents with

children in Pacifica schools, we strongly
endorse Cynthia Kaufman for Pacifica
School Board.  We have been friends and
neighbors with Cynthia and her family for
several years.  As a result, we know
Cynthia very well.  She is an energetic,
committed, and dedicated person, who is
always thinking creatively about ways to
improve our community.

Cynthia was deeply involved in the
successful Measure N campaign, canvass-
ing neighborhoods and leading the phone
banking effort. Cynthia worked on the
strategic planning committee at Ocean
Shore School, where we saw first-hand her
collaborative approach to addressing fun-
damental issues of concern to the Ocean
Shore School community.

Cynthia has an extensive background
in education, as she chairs the philosophy
department at De Anza College.  She has
also taken up leadership positions in stra-
tegic planning committees at De Anza
College, and is a key figure in guiding the
direction of that institution.

Cynthia possesses great intelligence,
and has the rare ability to master the details
while never losing sight of the big picture.
Given the daunting challenges that our
district faces, we need Cynthia’s talents on
the School Board now more than ever.  She
will always put our kids first.

Josh Gordon and
Gali Schaham Gordon
Vallemar

No to Pete
Editor:
It’s time to replace Pete DeJarnatt on

the City Council. While he deserves
credit for his concern with environmen-
tal issues, he seems to neglect every-
thing else (e.g., running the city.)  He
says economic development is impor-
tant, but even given the many years he’s
been on Council, can someone point to
something that currently and directly
contributes to the city’s economy and
say “Pete played a major role in that?”  I
can’t.

The Council’s economic strategy,
which Pete supports, isn’t much more
than building trails in the hope that
hikers buy sandwiches in town;  and
praying for grants.  (Please don’t be
fooled by council-members trying to
take credit for projects they had nothing
to do with, like Fresh & Easy and
Walgreen’s) As evidenced by the city’s
decaying infrastructure, loss of ser-
vices, huge debt, and rapidly increasing
fees and property taxes, that strategy
hasn’t worked.  I can’t see how it ever
will.

At the Pacifica Democrats Candi-
date Forum, listening to Pete defend the
city’s heavy use of grants in lieu of
working to develop an economic base
and take control of our own economic
future, was like listening to a panhan-
dler in downtown San Francisco ex-
plain that he doesn’t bother working
because he makes enough money from
begging. Getting your fair share of the
pie is one thing, but leeching off other
cities and counties to make up for your
own lack of effort in developing an
economy is not something to be proud
of.  I’m embarrassed that Pete thinks
otherwise.

We need to try something different.
Please consider Jeff Simons for City
Council.  Jeff and I don’t agree on
everything, but we both believe in a
City Council with a diversity of view-
points, and where both environmental
AND economic health are priorities.
Right now, our reactive City Council
primarily caters to a small cadre of no-
growth supporters, a result of which is
the absurd economic strategy previ-
ously mentioned.  I’m voting for Jeff
because, like many Pacificans,  he’s
worried about what’s happening here,
and because we need at least one proac-
tive council-member who represents
the rest of us.

Steve Sinai
Sharp Park
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