
NEVER NEVER LAND
Like the Energizer bunny,
Connemara’s advertorial in the
Chronicle real estate section 
keeps on going and going and 
going. The most recent one was
headlined “Final homes now
selling at Connemara in Paci-
fica.” I have lost count of how
many times O’Brien Homes 
has run some variation of this 
“story,” but the essential fact re-
mains: The houses aren’t selling.
Besides, I don’t think that mon-
ster homes belong on our green 
coast. These so-called luxury
homes are an abomination: huge 
ugly boxes dominating lower
Milagra Ridge, totally out of
character with the community
and the environment. They are 
the pampas grass of our local 
ecosystem: invasive nonnatives.
(If only they could be as easily 
eradicated.) Unfortunately, we 
may be stuck with these empty 
million-dollar behemoths for 
some time. Maybe the Conne-
mara Big Boxes should be subdi-
vided into affordable housing
for Pacifica’s struggling middle-
class and working-class families.

DRESSING DOWN
Lehna Wells emails: “Tanaka
Design Group added some
smiles to my morning coffee.
In [its] design for the Palmetto
Avenue streetscape (Pacifica
Tribune, October 21), the
woman is in a dress and all the
men are in dress shirts. Makes
me wonder if [Tanaka] ever
actually visited our relaxing and
relaxed village.”

CLIMATE COMMITTEE
On the heels of a successful
350 event on Linda Mar Beach
last weekend, Pacifica’s envi-
ronmental groups now focus
on education to raise aware-
ness of climate change and

global warming. Email info@
pacificaclimate.org and visit the
local green groups’ Web sites at 
pacificaclimate.org and
pacificabeachcoalition.org. 

FLOREY’S BOOK BLOG
Aaron Schlieve of Florey’s
Book Co. shares information
about local authors featured at 
Florey’s book-signing events.
Aaron says, “Probably the
easiest way to get the info is
to just go to the Florey’s blog 
(floreysbooks.blogspot.com).
That has any and all digital
images of the books I have, as
well as the (sometimes slightly
reformatted) text that is in the
emails I send to announce the
events. If you want to go fur-
ther back than what is up now,
just go to the archives (near the 
top on the left).” Florey’s books
and authors also appear in the
BOOKS category on
PacificaRiptide.com.

APRIL VARGAS 2010
“We’ve all advocated for pre-
serving San Mateo County’s 
natural resources and wildlife 
habitat for decades. We honor
the work we’ve done together
and appreciate your commit-
ment to the magnificent coastal
lands that we all cherish. We
now have the opportunity to
elect a leader who shares our
values and has a proven record
of fighting for fair and progres-
sive policies that protect our
environment and maintain our
quality of life. April Vargas is
that leader. Over the past 15
years, April’s leadership has
been critical to the success
of many San Mateo County
campaigns, including passage of
the Devil’s Slide Tunnel Initia-
tive, the Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space District’s expan-
sion to the Coast, and the recent

adoption of the county’s Green
Building Ordinance. To learn 
more, please visit April’s Web
site at aprilvargas.com. With
our help, she will become the
next member of the San Mateo
County Board of Supervisors
representing District 3, the seat 
that will be vacated by Rich
Gordon. The election is on June
8, 2010 and it is important that 
we provide early support for
her candidacy.” (Tim Duff, Rob
Caughlan, and Patty Mayall,
supporters of April Vargas for
Supervisor 2010, held a house
party for April last weekend in 
Pacifica.)

PACIFICA COMPUTER PROS
Ed and Stephanie Vinces,
Pacifica Computer Pros and 
Microsoft System Builders,
email: “Get hands-on experi-
ence in new Windows 7. We 
have several computers of vari-
ous generations prepared with
Windows 7 for you to test out
the new features, including the
new look and feel of the operat-
ing system, Jump lists, Snap, 
and Windows Search. The most
important improvements are
better performance, security op-
tions, pop-up controls, and new
storage options. This version of
Windows truly lets you work the
way you want. For those of our 
customers and friends who have
not been updated on our latest 
affiliation with TechShop, it is
a 15,000-square-foot do-it-your-
self workshop at 120 Indepen-
dence Drive, Menlo Park. The
space is designed to provide 
tools, equipment, training, work 
space, and a supportive, creative 
community so that we all can
design and build things we want
to make. We have been having
a great time experimenting with
the 45-watt laser, using plastic,
cloth, and wood. Please call us 
to make an appointment for you
to see the new Windows 7, not
as much fun as TechShop, but
still worth the effort.”
(compros.com, techshop.ws) 

CREEK LOVERS
Here’s some great news about 
a grant program for volunteer 
groups, teachers, environ-
mental groups, and others 
interested in helping protect 
our creeks and waterways!

The San Mateo County-wide 
Water Pollution Prevention
Program (SMCWPPP) is of-
fering $15,000 in Community
Action Grants for volunteer 
groups, teachers, environmen-
tal organizations and other
local, not-for-profit associa-
tions interested in developing
and/or implementing projects
that improve the quality of
local creeks, the Bay or the Pa-
cific Ocean within San Mateo
County. Up to $3,000 will be
awarded to groups proposing
projects to restore, protect, 
enhance, or prevent pollution 
of local waterways or which 
benefit the ecology of the San
Mateo County watershed. The 
deadline for applications for 
the 2009-2010 Community Ac-
tion Grant Program is Novem-
ber 20, 2009. For all the details, 
go to flowstobay.org 
 
DOUBLE MEANING
Pierre Messerli emails: “I had
to chuckle when I read your 
STRAIGHT FLUSH blurb last

week. We used to have ATM
machines (automatic teller ma-
chine machines). Now we have 
HET toilets (high efficiency
toilet toilets). The IRS (Internal 
Revenue Service service) can’t
be far behind!” Then there 
is the classic Department of
Redundancy Department, or 
DRED. Stay tuned next week
for more double entendres,
mixed metaphors, and other 
forms of linguistic lunacy. 

SWAMI SEZ
“Your best bet is to stick to
the facts of your experience 
without drawing conclusions
about a person’s character.”
(“Intelligence Report,” Parade 
Magazine, September 20)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
n Email:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com
n Web sites and blogs:
Pacifica Tribune, Goofbuster,
Pacifica Riptide, Wandering &
Wondering, SF Gate
(Peninsula Coastside)

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering
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The Case of the Guilty Graffiti Grammarian

met with your pioused
standards of well bal-
anced stabilities. I mean, 
after all, there are Red
ants, Brown ants and even
White ants. I hope by my
ignoring this latter group-
ing of ants, it does not
open another Pandora’s 
Box of your usual and cus-
tomary tainted tantrums.

Mr. Lahey, you also
used a quote: “ Rummag-
ing around in the Dust
Bin of History”. Well Sir,
that might just be worth 
the trip for some folks. 
It could teach them how 
NOT to live their mistakes
over.

I wish you well Sir, and 
I will leave a candle burn-
ing in the window for you.

Respectfully,
Tom Jackson
Pacifica

P.S. about my Qua-
simodo cartoon in ques-
tion. I left Quasimodo still 
alive and well; he was
safely protected within
the Church Bells hous-
ing, mumbling something
about “ Bell Faw Down.”
After all, it was Victor 
Hugo who killed off poor
Quasimodo back in 1831.

Car accident
Editor:
I’m not sure why some-

one would not stop when 
they witness an accident. 
Perhaps you had to get 
home to your kids, like I
did, and didn’t think you
needed to stop as it was
clear who was at fault.
Well, turns out it’s not so 
clear. Did you witness an
accident at Linda Mar Bou-
levard and Adobe on Tues-
day, Sept. 29, at about 7:50
p.m.? Please contact me 
ASAP. Especially if you
were driving the car in the
left lane that was stopped
waiting for the green
light, then proceeded on
the green as I did beside
you. Fortunately for you,
unfortunately for me, I
passed you and was hit by
the other car. Please get in 
touch with me. If someone 
told you they saw this ac-
cident, please ask them to

contact me. I am in the Pa-
cifica book.

Cheryl Fulton
Pacifica

New National
Park

Editor:
It is unfortunate that 

some Pacifi cans, with the 
assistance of several golf 
associations and their 
lawyers, are endeavoring 
to obstruct, with the intent 
to deny, Pacifica, the San 
Francisco Bay Area and 
beyond, a new National 
Park.

The modus operandi be-
ing used by the golf group, 
either by accident or de-
sign, gives one the impres-
sion that they are in the 
clutches of an hysterical 
personality disorder. The 
rude and disruptive con-
duct displayed by some 
at various meetings and
presentations on the issue 
tends to validate a disorder
impression. Additionally 
myths and ommissions re-
garding a much-needed,
land-use change at Sharp 
Park are antagonistic.

Some myths and fact 
ommissions:

1. Remarks being made 
by members of the golf
group infer that if the 
Golden Gate National Rec-
reation Area receives the 
golf course they will cut 
down all the trees. This is 
hilarious. None of the cy-
press, eucalyptus or ma-
ture pine trees have been 
removed from Mori Point.
Nor have they been eradi-
cated from Milagra Ridge
or Sweeney Ridge.

2. Inferences made
about the closure of the
archery range and/or the
club house are also hi-
larious. The Shelldance 
Nursery has been within 
the GGNRA for over 20
years and has been al-
lowed to operate and in-
crease its diversity of use 
unimpeded. Also when the 
nursery operator’s house 
partially burned down the 
National Park Service re-
paired it and restored it so
the nursery operator could
continue to live there and 
operate the business. Nor 
have any trees been eradi-
cated from the Shelldance 
Nursery site.

3. The archery range 
exists on approximately 

7 acres and has over one 
hundred targets and is self 
funded. The golf course is 
over 130 acres, has 18 tar-
gets, is losing money and 
is beset with signifi cant
ecological and fi nancial
problems.The hazardous 
material mitigation costs 
needed for the inoperative 
rifle range exacerbates the 
enormous burden on San 
Francisco to fi nd prudent
and urgent solutions for 
their property.

4. The golf group fails 
to inform the public that 
the property in question 
is 400 acres, and is in the
legislative boundaries of 
the GGNRA. They also fail 
to inform the public that 
the property’s inclusion 
into the GGNRA has Con-
gressional approval and is 
in the interest of the ma-
jority of San Francisco’s 
supervisors.

5. Initially the golf 
group inferred that the 
golf course would be used 
by more people than a Na-
tional Park. Now they say 
a National Park will attract 
hundreds if not thousands 
to the area, jeopardizing 
the environment. If the 
NPS has the opportunity 
to stewardship the 400-
acre park, the first orders 
of business are human 
safety and ecological in-
tegrity.

Other issues of con-
cern:

1. A large stretch of the 
sidewalk along Francisco 
Boulevard is extensively 
damaged and unsafe for 
pedestrians and bicyclists.

2. Many areas of the 
chain link fence are dam-
aged, consequently it is a 
visual blight to the area.

3. Many of the trees 
along Lakeside, Claren-
don and Francisco  are 
dead, needing removal, 
and others are in need of 
arborists’ attention.

4. The berm walkway 
along the beach is unus-
able in the winter and in 
need of resurfacing.

In conclusion, Pacifi -
cans for a New National 
Park, comprised of cur-
rent and former Pacifi ca 
Planning Commissioners, 
Committee members, en-
vironmentalists and many 
Pacifica residents, feel
strongly that the long-term 
well-being of Pacifica, the 
San Francisco Bay Area
and beyond would ben-

efit greatly by the holistic
and comprehensive atten-
dance that a National Park 
Service stewardship of 400 
acres would provide.

Ron Maykel
Rockaway Beach

A big thank
you

Editor:
The Laguna Salada 

Management Association 
(Pacifica School Admin-
istrators) would like to 
thank the Pacifi ca Police
Association for their gen-
erous, unsolicited dona-
tion of $500 per school 
to help offset state cuts 
the schools have received 
these past few years. It’s 
so important for our stu-
dents to have the support 
of the larger Pacifi ca com-
munity during these lean 
budget years. Your gen-
erosity means so much to 
us.

Marc Lorenzen
Principal, Ortega El-

ementary

Health care
Editor:
I would like to respond 

to Douglas Roberts’ Oct. 
21 letter regarding health-
care reform. Mr. Roberts
starts his letter stating that 
communism is not a good 
system because “those in 
power end up with all the 
goodies.”

This is the problem with 
any autocracy. When mon-
archies were the prevalent 
form of government, the 
aristocracy enjoyed the 
fruits of the labors of the 
poor, of whom there were 
many.

Let us compare this to 
the political system we
have been moving towards 
the last three decades: un-
regulated capitalism. Busi-
nesses are run however 
the owners wish to oper-
ate, and government is 
controlled by the business 
interests. Let’s be honest, 
the government has not
taken over huge portions
of our finance system as 
Mr. Roberts states. These 
companies failed, and at 
these companies’ request, 
our government injected 
huge amounts of cash 
into them to prop them 
up. Once again, those in 
power have ended up with 

all the goodies.
Do you consider your 

Fire Department to be a bu-
reaucracy? My experience
has been that you call 911,
and help comes to you in a
very short time. Could you 
imagine if we had to pay 
for this service every time 
we called? It would be a 
greater expense than most 
of us can afford, so insur-
ance companies would
create coverage for emer-
gency services. Imagine 
that your next door neigh-
bor has no insurance, and 
his house catches on fi re. 
With no way to pay for the 
fire department visit, the 
house burns to the ground.
Unfortunately, the fi re
spreads from his house 
to yours. Now it’s your 
problem. You suffer dam-
age, but the fire depart-
ment puts it out and it’s
not a complete loss. Now, 
think about when some-
body sneezes or coughs
near you, or your server 
at your favorite restau-
rant is obviously not well. 
Most of the time it’s noth-
ing more than a cold, but 
it could be more serious. 
Your beloved insurance
company will cover you. 
Assuming it’s curable, or 
doesn’t cause irreparable
harm to you, you will feel 
fine in a few weeks. How-
ever, if that person could 
have gone to the doctor, 
you wouldn’t have had to 
deal with the illness in the 
first place.

It’s past time for every-
body to have comprehen-
sive healthcare. We can’t 
afford the alternative.

Norman Dutton
Linda Mar

Kosher salt
Editor:
Kosher salt: that is what 

you’ll need in a couple of 
weeks. You’ll also need a 
large pot and crab season-
ing. Can you believe it? 
Crab season is just a couple 
of weeks away. The Pacifi ca
Pier is the place to be. That’s 
the place to catch fresh
dungeness crab. When you 
are ready to savor that de-
licious crab, get yourself a 
good loaf of French bread, a 
glass of wine or a good beer. 
What more could you ask 
for? See you on the Pier.

Andy Pappas, the Crab
King

Edgemar

POOCH
update

Editor:
Yes, the Dog Park is 

still in the works. It takes 
a long time for any proj-
ect to go through all the 
city departments.

But we want to say we
are still active in achiev-
ing our goal of a fenced-
in dog park in Pacifica.
We have begun raising 
funds thanks, in large 
part, to all those who par-
ticipated in our first “Dog 
Daze” event. This money
is put aside in a savings
account.

Our 501c3 papers have
been filed, also a long 
process. Now our next 
step is waiting for the 
city to release the report 
on the proposed site. We 
hope to keep the commu-
nity updated on progress 
as we receive it.

Thank you, again, for 
your continued support.

Anne D’Angelo
POOCH, vice presi-

dent

More on
health care
Editor:
With all this debate

about health care, I won-
der if anyone has con-
sidered the plight of the 
American Indian.

For many years now, 
the American Indians 
have had to endure some
pretty bad injustices
from the American gov-
ernment — especially 
the harsh conditions they 
were forced to live with 
on the reservations. 

Think about it — a
proud people who, for 
several thousand years, 
lived on this land that 
was entirely theirs.

It only makes sense 
to me, therefore, that 
the first thing our gov-
ernment should do is fix 
the living, as well as the 
medical conditions, on 
the reservation.

From there, we can
have a serious debate
concerning health care
for the rest of the Ameri-
can people. That’s my
viewpoint.

Bob Larsen
Pedro Point
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