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It’s election time again, and the
future of civilization hinges upon you
personally making the right choices.*

To help you decide I will call upon
my unique qualifications, including
two semesters of Community College
and diploma from the Hyena School
of Comedy.

This year we have so much to vote
on that we have a special four-sided
ballot  (not sure what that looks like
but you’d better brush up on your
origami). So let’s roll up our sleeves,
attach our nasal clothespins and get to
work.

John McCain and Sarah Palin like
to use the word “mavericks”. One
thing Pacificans know about Maver-
icks is that the waves there are enor-
mous - it would eat them alive!

Therefore I am endorsing the only
candidate that would have a chance,
Barack Obama, who was a Hawaiian
surf bum in high school.

Jackie Speier is the obvious choice
for congressional representative, be-
cause she is hotter than Sarah Palin,
and can pronounce nuclear.

Pacifica is in the 19th State As-
sembly District, and although no one
is exactly sure what a State Assembly
District is, everyone I know is voting
for Jerry Hill, because he comes to a
lot of Pacifica events and has a really
cool beard.

Prop 1A is for high-speed rail,
which is like the Ocean Shore railroad
but much faster and with less falling
into the ocean. Vote yes.

Prop 2 would require that farm
animals have enough room to stretch
their limbs. Anyone who votes no
should be forced to live out the rest of
their lives in an economy airline seat.
Vote yes.

Prop 3 is for Children’s Hospitals.
I love children, but they make terrible
doctors. Vote no.

Prop 4 would require pregnant
teenagers to notify Sarah Palin.  Vote
no.

Prop 5 mandates that rather than
locking up nonviolent drug offenders,
they would be required to crash on
Amy Winehouse’s couch. Vote yes.

Prop 6 would designate half of the
state’s population as prison guards
and the other half as prisoners. Vote
no.

Prop 7 would mandate renewable
energy which sounds great but every-
one is against it, including both politi-
cal parties, the Sierra Club, and my
barber.  I’d better recommend a no
vote or my next haircut could be scary.

Prop 8, also known as “Gavin’s
Law”, eliminates the right of gays to
marry, denying them the opportu-
nity to suffer like the rest of us. Vote
no.

Prop 9 would keep criminals in
prison longer. With the economy
tanking, it would be a greater deter-

rent to release them early. Vote no.
Prop 10: See Proposition  7, add

T. Boone Pickens. Vote no.
Prop 11 changes the way dis-

tricts are drawn up. Right now it is
done by monkeys with darts. Under
Prop 11 it would be done by differ-
ent monkeys. I have no monkey pref-
erence.

Prop 12 provides assistance to
veterans. It is supported by every-
one except those who secretly wish
we had lost World War II. Vote yes.

Measures Q and R would tax
parking facilities and vehicle rental
businesses in unincorporated San
Mateo County if such things exist.
Vote yes.

Now on to the stuff Pacificans
really care about (judging by yard
sign quantity), starting with the
school board. We have three candi-
dates running for two seats: Eileen
Manning-Villar, Cynthia Kaufman
and Laurie Frater. I will refrain from
endorsements because all three are
highly qualified and dedicated
women, even the one with the mous-
tache.

We have a highly contested City
Council election, with five candi-
dates vying for two seats, $700 a
month, and an opportunity to get
yelled at by Tod Schlesinger.

Incumbent Cal Hinton may be
older than John McCain, but is still
capable of stopping an automobile
with his body.

Incumbent Pete DeJarnatt, also
known as “the quiet Beatle”, has
done his part to make Council meet-
ings shorter. Plays a mean sitar.

Mary Ann Nihart was voted in
High School “Most likely to negoti-
ate a Middle East peace accord”.
Pacifica might be a slightly tougher
challenge.

Jeffrey Simons didn’t vote in 75
percent of recent elections, in a risky
ploy to court the “non-voting vote”.

Tod Schlesinger consistently
mistakes City Council meetings for
pro wrestling matches. If elected he
may accidentally assault himself.

I’m rooting for Pete and Mary
Ann, with Cal as a respectable alter-
nate. Those not satisfied with any
two candidates may write-in
Pacifica’s beloved “Emperor”, frank
d. winston. He is no longer alive and
it would technically be a demotion,
but I would love to see his name in
the final tally!

Ian Butler is host of Laugh Lo-
cally, which airs Friday and Satur-
day night at 10:00 on PCT26 (This
week’s topic: Tod Schlesinger!).

Contact him at ianbutler@netzero.net.
His views are not those of the Pacifica
Tribune, because a newspaper is an inani-
mate object and cannot have an opinion.

*But no pressure.

Fairly unbalanced endorsements

with an honest approach who is outside
the powerful influence of self interest
groups. 

Vote for Jeff Simons. He is highly
intelligent and he is not obligated to the
in-crowd. Do you know what happens
when the SAME people get entrenched
in the workings of the government?

We MUST break this cycle of ap-
pointing close friends to government
posts regardless of their merit.

Simon says, vote for Jeff Simons.
Janet Breger
Sharp Park

Congregation
thanks

Editor:
 On behalf of the congregation of St.

Andrew Presbyterian Church, I would
like to thank the Pacifica community for
the assistance we received on October
5.  We designated that day to serve the
community with a variety of projects
including a canned food drive for the
Resource Center, a clean up of Pacifica
State Beach and a hymn sing at Pacifica
Rehab and Nursing.  We would like to
thank the people who donated to our
canned food drive: we filled the bed of
a truck with your donations and re-
stocked a depleted food closet at the
Resource Center.  We would like to
thank the people who encouraged our
clean up at the beach with smiles and
thanks you.  And we would like to thank
the administration at Pacifica Rehab for
welcoming us.  It was a great joy to
serve.

Penny L. Newall, Pastor
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church

A new voice
Editor:
It seems like the people in this town

who are perfectly content with our down-
ward spiral are taking a crack at Jeff
Simons for his voting record.  Jeff only
voted in the general elections in 2004
and 2006.  He moved to California in
2003 and to Pacifica in early 2004.

First of all, for someone relatively
new to this city, he’s been able to learn
a lot and educate the public in a short
amount of time.  When he wasn’t at the
polls voting, Jeff was active in support-
ing a mixed use development in the
quarry, something all the city council
candidates NOW support.  He has done
a lot of research about our out of control
city attorney’s budget, the true meaning
of sustainable development, and how
our city has driven us into so much debt
while cutting city staff and city services
and doubling your sewer fees for a
smelly plant.

Jeff has been a vocal advocate for
the POOCH group which is now hope-
fully near building our first dog park in
Pacifica. He led the effort to remove the
tires from Mori Point when the City
Council seemed like they were going to
do nothing. He spoke to the Planning
Commission in support of local devel-
opments like The Prospects and Har-
mony@1, and most recently the Little
Brown Church Museum (in fact, he was
the only person among the candidates
and city council members to do so!).

Jeff is married, has kids in school in
this community, owns a home in Paci-
fica, and still devotes the time to be a

civic activist.  He has done more for the
good of Pacifica than any of the people
who want to distract you from the fail-
ure of our current council by attacking
his voting record.  I have every confi-
dence in Jeff’s ability to lead this town
out of our financial mess, which was
created by the people who are now
trying to discredit him.

Janet Kennedy
Linda Mar

Supports
Simons

Editor:
The election is almost upon us, less

than a week from the day this letter is
printed. Many people have already
voted. For those who have not I want to
once again voice my support for Jeff
Simons.

There have been some almost Rovian
tactics to smear Jeff (and some other
office seekers as well) that I find abhor-
rent.  Jeff has been painted as someone
who wants to paper the hillsides with
more ticky-tacky.  This is ridiculous on
so many levels.

Jeff and I differ on the need for
housing but it is Jeff’s attention to the
FISCAL details that won my support.
When elected Jeff Simons will be one of
five Councilors not THE COUNCIL.
Jeff will not be a majority and will not
enact anything all by himself.  My be-
lief is that Jeff will help put the City of
Pacifica on a sound financial course.

I do not want to denigrate Pete
DeJarnatt or anything he has accom-
plished in his years of service.  Solar
panels for the WWTP, hiking trails and
the like are great and worthwhile addi-
tions to our city, but not at the expense
of essential services like fire and police,
and not at the expense of social services.

During Pete’s long reign, we have
seen our fire services reduced and in the
last two years, the current Council “laid
off” (fired) three firefighters.  Our po-
lice department is way understaffed.
Both our FD and PD do an admirable
job, often above and beyond the call of
duty.  My fear, and the fear of many, is
that in a natural disaster, which will
surely happen, they will not have the
manpower or resources to respond ad-
equately.  Pete and his supporters make
much of Pacifica’s budget surplus.  A
surplus earned at the expense of essen-
tial services, a surplus earned at the
expense of our infrastructure is nothing
more than a house of cards.

Elect Jeff Simons to the Pacifica
City Council.  Elect one more voice of
reason for a balanced City Council.
Thank you for your attention.

Bruce Hotchkiss
Fairway Park

Voice of reason
Editor:
We need strong leadership on our

city council, someone who is a stabiliz-
ing force who adds balance and reason
to the council.

Cal Hinton is a council member who
listens and works to resolve citizen con-
cerns in a timely manner.

Cal Hinton worked nine years as
chair of the wastewater committee dur-
ing the development of the new state of
the art wastewater treatment plant; re-
moving sewage treatment from a resi-
dential neighborhood. As fire chief, Cal
planned and supervised new construc-
tion of the Linda Mar fire station using

federal revenue sharing funds without
Pacifica taxpayer money, and with
proper application of resource, improved
Pacifica’s fire rating from a Class 6 to a
Class 4 when the city was laying off
seven firefighters.

Cal Hinton was a major support of
the new police station. Cal has sup-
ported and contributed to our Pacifica
libraries. He appeared before the Coastal
Commission and was successful in get-
ting the Coastal Commission to ap-
prove an emergency revetment along
the 500 block of Esplanade. He has
served nine years on the School District
Review Committee during the modern-
ization of all of Pacifica’s schools. Cal
Hinton was instrumental in retrieving
the Ocean Shore Senior apartments from
private ownership, returning them to
senior housing.

We need Cal Hinton’s leadership on
the Pacifica City Council for balance
and reason.

Charlene Thomas
Linda Mar

Truth in Labeling
Editor:
Several letters to the editor last week

tried to smear school board candidate
Cynthia Kaufman. These letters had
nothing to do with real education issues
at play here in Pacifica. They attempted
to witch-hunt Cynthia with inflamma-
tory, inaccurate labels. If Cynthia signed
a petition nine years ago about a legal
appeal in Philadelphia, what the hell
does that have to do with Pacifica or our
school board races? Please focus on real
issues. If you want to label Cynthia, call
her a college professor, philosopher,
and Measure N supporter. Now that’s
truth in labeling.

John Maybury
Linda Mar

Dirty
campaigning

Editor:
We are writing to sound an alarm

regarding dirty campaigning in Pacifica
politics.  Last week, many of us re-
ceived a flyer smearing Cynthia
Kaufman, candidate for School Board,
for her supposed “support” of a death
row inmate.

Typical of a smear campaign, the
flyer contained misleading half-truths
and did not identify the author of the
flyer, an apparent violation of state cam-
paign law.

 In fact, Dr. Kaufman, Chair of the
Philosophy Department at De Anza
College, signed a petition nine years
ago, along with faculty from nearly
every major university, including
Stanford, Cal, Yale, Harvard, and
Princeton, requesting a new trial for an
African-American journalist/activist
who had been sentenced to death. The
trial has been widely criticized, and in
2001, a federal judge overturned Abu
Jamal’s  death sentence based on trial
errors. Abu-Jamal is no longer on death
row and his sentence has been com-
muted to life in prison.

We know Dr. Kaufman as someone
who has dedicated her life to standing
up for fairness and justice for all. Those
should count as positive qualifications
for someone serving on the school board.
She has already shown leadership in
standing up for families  of special
needs children. We look forward to

having her on the school board where
she will stand up for what is right.

  Together we need to condemn dirty
politics in our town.  ‘Hit and run’ flyers
with misleading sound-bites by anony-
mous authors harm all of us by degrad-
ing the quality of political discourse in
Pacifica.  Every school board member
and candidate running for office should
condemn these cowardly tactics, and
we need to demand an investigation by
local law enforcement.  By all means,
let there be vigorous political debate in
this town, but to the individual(s) re-
sponsible for this flyer we have a mes-
sage: stop with the dirty tricks and join
the civil debate in which the rest of your
community is engaged.

Mary Ellen Carroll
Eileen Manning-Villar
Dr. Julie Deardorff
Dr. Jeff Martin
Dr. Norma Jo Waxman
Catherine Wachtler
Josh Gordon

New leadership
Editor:
On Nov. 4th, I would like you to

consider that Pacifica is at a critical
juncture.

As we face the challenges of an
uncertain economy, more than ever
Pacifica needs leadership that brings
people together.

We can stay in the divisive politics
of the past, or move forward with posi-
tive solutions as a community.

Having worked closely with both
women, I know that all campaign ac-
tions and motivations of Eileen Man-
ning-Villar and Cynthia Kaufman have
been collaborative, ethical, and positive
with the very best interests of the chil-
dren in Pacifica at heart.

They each bring brilliant and well con-
sidered personal and professional traits to
the Pacifica School Board.  I can simply
not say enough about the intelligence and
integrity of both of these fine women.

It is truly an honor to know them.  As
a council candidate, I hope for the very best
future we can create in Pacifica and I know
that Cynthia and Eileen can contribute in
exceptional ways.

Please consider this when you cast
your vote November 4th.  Remember:
Together we can thrive!

Mary Ann Nihart
Sharp Park

Bullying
Editor:
In schools, passing anonymous

notes to hurt someone’s reputation
is bullying.  It is not tolerated in
schools and should not be tolerated
in our community, especially in the
election process.

Last week, an anonymous letter, from
a factitious address, was mailed to some
households in Pacifica.  It stated, “Cynthia
Kaufman  support for convicted Philadel-
phia cop killer and Black Panther Mumia
Abu-Jamal.”

I googled and found the May 7, 2000,
New York Times advertisement that lists
Cynthia’s name along with hundreds of
other educators and scholars from across
the country requesting a new trial.

From the ad, the 1982 trial that
convicted Jamal of killing Philadel-
phia police officer Daniel Faulkner
has been challenged by leading legal
analysts and scholars from Stuart

TRUE LIES
“The Fog Fest proved that
people are eager for Democratic
change. Visitors swarmed our
booth. We registered 83 new
voters, passed out many voter
registration forms, signed up
new club members, and took in
over $1,000 in donations. The
Republican booth was surpris-
ingly polite this year—they
agreed not to tell lies about us,
and we agreed not to tell the
truth about them.” (Jim
Heldberg, Pacifica Democrats
newsletter editor)

GOOD SAMARITAN
BARACK
Norwegian newspaper VG
reports a story from 1988 about
a newlywed trying to get to
Norway to be with her new
husband, and the stranger who
helped pay her luggage sur-
charge. Mary Andersen was at
the Miami airport checking in
for a flight to Norway to be with
her husband. A ticket clerk told
her she would have to pay a
$103 luggage surcharge. But
Mary had no money. As tears
streamed down her face, she
heard a “gentle and friendly

voice” behind her saying, “That’s
okay, I’ll pay for her.” Mary
turned around to see a tall man she
had never seen before. “He had a
gentle and kind voice,” she says.
She assured the stranger that he
would get his money back. The
man wrote his name and address
on a piece of paper. When she
finally walked off toward the
security checkpoint, he waved
good-bye to her. Who was the
man? Barack Obama. Twenty
years later, Mary is thrilled that
the friendly stranger at the airport
in 1988 may become the next
president. She has voted for him
already and donated $100 to his
campaign. “He was my knight in
shining armor,” says Mary,
smiling. (She paid the $103 back
to Obama the day after she arrived
in Norway. At that time he had
just finished his job as a poorly
paid community worker in Chi-
cago, and had started his law
studies at Harvard University.)
Mary has even convinced her
parents to vote for Obama. Mary
says that when her friends and
associates talk about the election,
especially when race relations is
the heated subject, she relates the
story of the kind man who helped
out a stranger in need more than
20 years ago, years before he had
even thought about running for
high office. (The blog “Leisha’s
Random Thoughts” translated the
Norwegian newspaper article and
reported this story on the Internet.)

WRITE FOR CHANGE
Author Louise Dunlap teaches a
workshop on writing for social
change, sponsored by San Bruno

Mountain Watch
(mountainwatch.org). Louise,
author of “Undoing the Silence: Six
Tools for Social Change Writing,”
helps community activists make
their advocacy writing more
eloquent, powerful, and effective.
Her workshop is at SBMW, 44
Visitacion Ave., Suite 206,
Brisbane, on Sunday, November 2,
from 1 to 5 p.m. Suggested dona-
tion: sliding scale $20-$30. Pro-
ceeds shared between Louise and
SBMW. Bring one to two pages of
work in progress (or ideas for
letters, testimony, or short articles
you are working on). Also bring pen
or laptop. For more than four
decades, Louise has been leading
workshops for people in the labor,
women’s, peace, racial justice, and
environmental movements around
the U.S. and internationally. Call
415-467-6631 or email
sanbruno@mountainwatch.org to
RSVP. Visit undoingsilence.org.

SIERRA CLUB ENDORSES
Bill Magavern, director of Sierra
Club California, writes: “I don’t
have to tell you how important this
election is. This year, we decide
how our nation will address global
warming, our energy future, and
find out whether we can build up a
green economy from the news of
financial ruin. We’re also making
a lot of important decisions here in
California, many of them centered
around the same concerns. We
have a chance to turn back bad
energy, alternative fuels and
family planning policies, to make
a real difference in the amount of
greenhouse gases we produce, and
to protect our waterways from

factory farm pollution. Please
consider these five recommenda-
tions this Election Day:

•Yes on Proposition 1A.  It’s time
to get high-speed rail on track! It’s
our best way of quickly moving
people around our great state
without producing any pollution.
Powered by zero-emission energy,
high-speed rail could remove 12
billion tons of global warming
pollution from our atmosphere!
•No on Proposition 7.  A poorly
drafted, poorly vetted measure that
actually weakens California’s
existing renewable power laws and
could stall the growth of renew-
able power in our state. The goals
contained within this measure are
ambitious, but the proposition
lacks the necessary provisions to
achieve its target.
•No on Proposition 10.  Asks
taxpayers to fund $5 billion in
bonds for a scheme disguised as
an effort to benefit the environ-
ment. Instead, the measure will
benefit a select group of natural
gas producers and manufacturers,
wasting money and time on
technologies that won’t address
global warming or promote clean
air.
•Yes on Proposition 2.  Not only
will this pro-animal initiative
make conditions better for farm
animals, it will also reduce the
concentration of harmful animal-
waste pollution from factory
farms.
•No on Proposition 4.  Let’s turn
back this bad family planning
idea, and send a strong message
against this dangerous amateur-
abortion-promoting measure.”

 SHAME ON MCCAIN
A trusted source writes, “You
won’t believe this. My cousin
lives in South Carolina. The
robophone calls from the
MacSleeze campaign are sending
out calls that Obama isn’t going to
Hawaii to see his ailing grand-
mother, he’s going to go there to
destroy the evidence that he
wasn’t born in the United States.”
Shame on Senator McCain for
condoning these kinds of vicious
smears. What happened to the
Straight Talk Express and the
maverick reformer John McCain?

DEAD MAN WALKING
Tri-School Productions (Mercy
Burlingame, Notre Dame, and
Junipero Serra High Schools)
presents the movie “Dead Man
Walking,” 7:30 p.m., October 31
and November 1, 7, and 8. The
Gellert Auditorium, Junipero Serra
High School, San Mateo. Tickets
at the door or at serrahs.com: $12
adults, $8 students and seniors.
PG-13, parental guidance sug-
gested.

OBAMA SURGE
Of 87 presidential projection sites,
86 now have Obama winning the

270 electoral votes required to
become president. With
McCain’s campaign in full
meltdown, Obama is reported
ahead in Georgia for the first
time. Obama now leads in
Virginia, North Carolina,
Maryland, Florida, and Geor-
gia—four potential pickups. In a
startling new poll, Newsweek
has Obama ahead by 12. Among
its findings: Obama leads 49-41
among independents, 80-17 with
nonwhites, only 2 points behind
with whites, and 54-39 with
women. Obama also leads all
age groups except seniors by13-
18 points, is especially popular
among Boomers, and even holds
sway among the 65-and-over set
by 6 points. Why is he running
so strong? Bush’s own voters
feel betrayed; 16 percent of 2004
Bush voters say they are now
voting for Obama, according to
Newsweek. Meanwhile, Obama
is capturing 63 percent of 2004
nonvoters who are today
considered likely voters, plus 60
percent of “early voters.” Also
significant: Obama endorse-
ments by General Colin Powell,
former Bush press secretary
Scott McClellan, and members
of Barry Goldwater’s family.
(Gary Leandro, poll watcher and
political analyst)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Goofbuster.com
•PacificaRiptide.com
•PacificaTribune.com
•WanderingAndWondering.com
e: mayburrito@goofbuster.com
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