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DEAR AMERICAN
I ask you to support an urgent
secret business relationship with a
transfer of funds of great magni-
tude. I am the Minister of the
Treasury of the Republic of
America. My country have a
crisis that cause need for large
transfer of funds of 800 billion
dollars US. If you assist me in
this, it would be most profitable
to you. I working with Mr. Phil
Gramm, lobbyist for UBS, who
will be my replacement as
Minister of Treasury in January.
You may know him as Senator
who was leader of American
banking deregulation movement
in the 1990s. This transaction is
100 percent safe. This is a matter
of great urgency. We need blank
check. We need funds as quickly
as possible. We cannot directly
transfer these funds in the names
of our close friends because we
constantly under surveillance. My

family lawyer advise me that I
should look for a reliable and
trustworthy person who will act as
next of kin so funds can be trans-
ferred. Please reply with all your
bank account, IRA, and college
fund account numbers and those of
your children and grandchildren to
wallstreetbailout@treasury.gov.bs
so that we may transfer your
commission. After I received that
information, I respond with detail
information about safeguards to
protect the funds. Confidential to
Agent 99: Remain alert until we
contact you with access code to
Swiss bank account. A deposit of
750 billion dollars US is being
transferred to your account now.
Thank you for your service to the
Republican Underground Economy.

WOMEN IN BLACK
“Come stand with us on Saturdays
from 1 to 2 p.m. at the southwest
corner of West Manor Drive and
Palmetto Avenue in Pacifica. We
share a common vision of a world
without war, violence, aggression,
oppression, or injustice. We choose
to bear witness in silence. We bring
awareness to and express our grief
about war, rape as a tool of war,
ethnic cleansing, violence, and
human rights abuses wherever they
occur in the world. Women in
Black, an international peace
network, began in Israel in 1988,
when Israeli and Palestinian women
first stood together for peace and the
end of violence. Then Italian
women, moved by this effort,
mobilized in Italy. Yugoslav women
were next to take the step. Then
women in many countries began to
stand together. In Pacifica, we
began in March 2003 on the
Saturday after the Iraq War began.
We welcome those who share our

perspective to stand in silence with
us. For local information, please
email Susan Miller at
millersusan50@comcast.net.”

SITESEER
•San Jose Sharks video campaign:
bobkilburg.com
•Gheeva Chung’s new culinary arts
center, Pedro Point Creative:
ppcreative.com

PET FOOD RECALL
American Society for Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (aspca.org)
advises pet owners to stop using
certain dog and cat foods manufac-
tured by Mars Petcare US, which
has voluntarily issued a nationwide
recall because of potential contami-
nation with Salmonella serotype
Schwarzengrund. This voluntary
recall affects several brands of dry
pet food in the United States,
including Pedigree, Special Kitty,
Paws & Claws, Natural Dog Food,
Red Flannel, Country Acres, Buju
& Ziggie, Member’s Mark, Natural
Cat Food, Retriever, Bruiser, Doggy
Bag, PMI Nutrition, and Pet Pride.
The recall may affect several brands
widely distributed at pet specialty

stores, supermarkets, mass retailers,
and other retail and wholesale
outlets. In an emergency, pet
owners may call ASPCA’s Animal
Poison Control Center at 1-888-426-
4435.

BARACK O’BAMA
The song/parody “There’s No One
as Irish as Barack O’Bama” is by
the Corrigan Brothers, known as
Hardy Drew and the Nancy Boys.
You can reach this Irish band at
the_corrigans@eircom.net or visit
hardydrew.com.
The band from Limerick, Ireland
has appeared on MSNBC’s Hardball
with Chris Matthews, in Newsweek
magazine, and in the Los Angeles
Times and Washington Post.

CORRECTION
Last week I told you about Bill Collins
trying to help make Pacifica a greener,
more environmentally sound commu-
nity. Due to a production error, his email
address was cut off. Here is his address
again, followed by Bill’s call to action:
94116bc@gmail.com. “Our City
Council is considering a ban on
polystyrene containers still used in some
restaurants, and other good things may
follow, including a bag deposit to reduce
demand for paper and plastic bags, and a
ban on gas-powered leaf-blowers.
Maybe you have some ideas to share.
Let’s work together.”

PLANT POSTERS
California Native Plant Society
deadline for submitting abstracts to
present a poster at its January 2009
Plant Conservation Conference is
October 15. See cnps.org. Also: cash
prize for Best Student Poster.

TYPO VIGILANTES
Irony of ironies: The power of the
pen could land them in the pen.

Typo vigilantes have been busted
for editing national park signs, and
they could be banned from all
national parks for this grave offense.
(cnn.com)

NATURE’S CHILD
California Biodiversity Council
presents “Children in Nature”
October 8-9 in Oakland on the
theme “Nature Deficit Disorder.”
Today, children are much less
connected to the natural world than
at any other time in history. Yet this
is the generation we will look to as
our future stewards. They are not
fueled as we were by visceral
memories of the sheer joy and
discovery of climbing trees,
exploring trails and building dams
in a stream. Growing evidence
proves that the simple act of
unstructured play in nature results in
healthier and happier children.
(Biodiversity.ca.gov)

GREEN SCHOOLYARD
The Growing Greener School
Grounds Conference is October 10-
11. San Francisco Green Schoolyard
Alliance hosts this workshop-style
event that brings together approxi-
mately 250 teachers and community
members from all over the San
Francisco Bay Area to learn about
creating, using, and sustaining
ecological schoolyards. The
conference gives participants the
opportunity to learn ecology-related
curricula, construction, and garden-
ing techniques while simultaneously
improving the grounds of schools
hosting the workshops. Keynote
address by Richard Louv, author of
“Last Child in the Woods.”  (Rachel
Pringle at
rachel@sfgreenschools.org or 415-
355-6979 extension 3224)

PLANETWALKER
John Francis, Ph.D., is known
the world over as the
Planetwalker. In 1971, he
witnessed an oil spill in San
Francisco Bay. The effects of the
spill compelled him to stop using
motorized vehicles. Several
months later, he took a vow of
silence. His non-motorized
lifestyle lasted 22 years, and his
silence 17. During that time Dr.
Francis walked across the United
States, earning a B.A., an M.S.
and a Ph.D. He later sailed and
walked through the Caribbean
and then walked the length of
South America. During this time
he was appointed United Nations
Environment Goodwill Ambas-
sador and recently was a speaker
at the prestigious 2008 TED
conference in Monterey. He is
the author of “Planetwalker: 17
Years of Silence. 22 Years of
Walking.”

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Goofbuster.com
•PacificaRiptide.com
•PacificaTribune.com
•WanderingAndWondering.com
e: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wherever you are – In Heaven
or on Mars
I know what you’re doing –
You’re Dancing with the Stars.
Marie West
Pacific Manor

Financial woes
Editor:
This started out as a response to

Jeffrey Simons September 22, 2008 at
02:59 PM  contribution to the “ Opin-
ion: Dismay and Thinking the Un-
thinkable” thread on http://
www.pacificariptide.com/  but the
implications and connections run
much further than the scope of that
letter and if it is too far afield to fit in
the “comments” section I suppose it
could start a new thread.

Strictly on the local level, and in
keeping with what Mr. Simons was
talking about, I can say that solving
our local financial woes by letting
developers do as they please is the
civic equivalent of solving one’s per-
sonal financial problems by going
into prostitution.

It isn’t that it won’t bring in some
money, because it probably will, but it
has more to do with looking, not that
far, into the future to what will have
been gained and what will have been
lost when it is all finished.

One developer planned to build a
card club so we could have gambling
and the kinds of crime that come with
it on Mori Point.

Most of the plans have been less
spectacular, adding more and more
housing (although in many cases the
sales pitch to change the zoning to get
the housing included fancy promises of
giveaways to the community that the
developer would not put in writing on
the ballot) with first the more obvious
attendant needs of many and various
kinds of infrastructure changes that
housing developments require, and
then later with the ones that get under-
stated or overlooked when the devel-
oper is making his sales pitch but mate-
rialize after.

The financial woes that the endless
stream of developers are supposedly
going to rescue us from stem not from
(and therefore cannot be solved by) the
amount of development we push
through the planning department.

Back when George Herbert Walker
Bush was vying with Ronald Reagan
for the Republican candidacy, he (quite
rightly) referred to  Reagan’s economic
policies as “Voodoo economics”.

Like snake oil sales it relies more on
emotional excitement than on anything
else.

Much of the electorate rallied be-
hind Reagan’s Tax Cuts (primarily for
the rich) and the subsequent Service
Cuts (primarily from the poor) and
looked to a brighter new day when Big
Government would be off our backs,
and more significantly off the backs of
the fabulously wealthy and of multina-
tional corporations.

Our mainstream media is complicit
enough to arrange that the public views
everything as if it stands alone and is
happening in a vacuum. The Savings
and Loan scandal of 1989 came out of
nowhere for most of us and we and our

children and their children etc will be
paying for that for some lifetimes to
come.

Some people made out like bandits
some got convicted of crimes. John
McCain (one of the Keating Five) was
determined to have been discovered
with his hand in the cookie jar, not due
to criminality like most of the others,
but rather due to having bad judgment.

OK, so next we have the Dot-Com
Boom brought to us by many of the
same people who ended up with the
money when the S&Ls went under and
got bailed out with money our yet-to-
be-born descendants have yet to make.

This is a process that Catherine Aus-
tin Fitts  (If you ever have heard of her
in the mainstream media it would be on
a list of people you must NEVER listen
to...  like Greg Palast) refers to as “Pump
and Dump”. Ain’t deregulation
grand?!?

Once that isolated incident often re-
ferred to as the Dot-Com Boom and
Bust was over the regulation free (not to
say lawless) speculators decided to take
it to a whole new level.

Having taken over the Republican
Party to the point where one could not
say “Republican” and “Fiscally Con-
servative” in the same sentence without
one’s tongue planted firmly in one’s
cheek.

Now, with housing prices inflated to
the breaking point and mortgage loans
made as if there was no tomorrow we
have another isolated incident which is,
of course, quite a surprise to everyone
except, of course, those to whom it is not
a surprise at all.

The reason Pacifica, and every other
little burg is broke is because we got
government OFF OUR BACKS,  and,
more significantly, off the backs of  the
criminal individuals and corporations
who were lying in wait to rob us.

It is because American Towns and
The American People got robbed and
then got robbed again and then got
robbed again that resources happen to
be scarce at the moment.

This IS trickle down economics. I
think our city council was dealt a pretty
bum hand and played it surprisingly
well.

Mary Anne Nihart seems like a
stand up kind of gal but I can’t think of
a reason for the life of me why we would
want either one of the Peebles twins
making decisions for our town.

Catherine Austin Fitts, in some of
her lectures, makes reference to “finan-
cial wealth”, the most common usage of
the term “wealth”, and then she makes
reference to “physical wealth”, a refer-
ence to safe neighborhoods, green hills,
a feeling of community. She doesn’t
pose these as either/or but was equally
valuable.

Dan Underhill
Sharp Park

Mounting Debt
Editor:
 I wasn’t able to attend the city coun-

cil candidates’ forum last Saturday so
apologies to candidates et al if my ques-
tion was answered and didn’t make it
into the Tribune’s story.

Here’s the question I submitted for
them:

“Municipalities and special districts
are facing the problem of fully funding
their employee pension obligations un-

der the accounting rule GASB-45.
 The city of Pacifica is currently in

the process of issuing pension obliga-
tion bonds which will cost $25 million
to $30 million and increase Pacifica’s
long-term debt obligations by 50 per-
cent.

However, these bonds cover the
city’s obligations only through August
2007, thereby leaving us with more than
a year’s unfunded liability to date.

What will you do to address this
growing problem?”

 I saw no answer from any of the
candidates that proposed any action to-
ward answering this problem.

 The original staff report estimated a
$130,000 savings by issuing long-term
bonds versus monthly payments to
CalPERS toward this huge unfunded
debt.

Council member Pete DeJarnatt as-
serted that: “...the city is refinancing
those bonds to reap about $1 million in
savings.”

 The truth is that all these figures are
estimates, and until the bonds are issued
we won’t know what “savings” there
will be. And more importantly, the issue
remains unexamined.

 Pacifica is not unique in this regard;
politicians generally don’t want to talk
about it because we’re looking at the
affordability of employee pensions.

 But to go on without doing anything
more than adding long-term debt to the
city’s balance sheet is irresponsible, in
my opinion. We at least should look at
the problem before it overtakes our
civic finances.

Lionel Emde
Edgemar

‘Talking heads’
Editor:
Responding to Frank Cimo’s letter

last week I would note that he has appar-
ently developed the ability to pierce the
voting booth curtain and has stood be-
hind all of the people he listed and
watched them vote in every election
(including those they voted in before he
was born) and tells us that they never
voted for a Republican.

Who needs the Patriot Act when
Frank can see all and then tell us all.
These are the same talking heads that
gave George Bush a free pass on the
invasion of Iraq!

The same journalists who have
given candidate McCain a free pass on
all of his flipflopping on the issues.

 By the way if Governor “I can see
Russia from Alaska” Palin gave inter-
views to more than the carefully se-
lected journalists (three so far) maybe
the voters would get an analysis of
where the candidate stands instead of
listening to her convention speech over
and over again.

I get it; “fair and balanced”, the Fox
entertainment show logo,  with all of
those journalists who have undoubtedly
split their votes between dems and
repubs according to Frank’s exacting
standards are the only ones who give the
candidates the “deference” they de-
serve.  I don’t think so but I wonder if
Frank knows how I have voted in every
election too; just wondering.

Mark Coby
Linda Mar

Amusing
answers

Editor:
I read with amusement the City

Council candidates’ answers to ques-
tions at the Democrats forum. I truly
wonder if some of the candidates live in
reality. It sounded like one incumbent,
Council Member Hinton, and two chal-
lengers, Jeff Simons and Tod
Schlesinger, said that the city should not
depend on grants. Every city, county,
and state uses grants to help fund pro-
grams that can’t be supported by their
discretionary budget funds. One of the
programs that are supported by grants is
the senior lunch program and Meals on
Wheels.  Mr. Hinton uses the senior
lunch program, which received grants
from the county, state and Pacificans
Care.  The Police Department, Fire ser-
vices, Child Care Services all receives
grants. If there were no grants, we
would lose a lot of our recreation pro-
grams and programs for seniors.  I just
can’t understand their opposition to
grants.

Mr. Simons also says Pacificans
cannot afford new taxes. Since 1980,
cities have been operating under
Prop.13 that requires voter approval of
new taxes. At no time has this City
Council ever created a new tax on the
citizens without their approval.  No-
body enjoys paying more taxes, but it
takes money to provide basic services
like police and fire and public works,
and also to have the quality-of-life ser-
vices that many of us want for our city
such as recreation programs, senior ser-
vices, and child care.

In the late 60’s we started a lunch
program for senior citizens. Maybe half
a dozen or a dozen attended the lun-
cheon then, but now many more seniors
attend the luncheon at the Community
Center. Many seniors take advantage of
this and other wonderful programs, and
I will do everything I can to help keep
those kinds of programs in Pacifica. Mr.
Simons doesn’t seem to care about the
seniors or child care or recreation pro-
grams. Under his leadership, we would
give up all of those things that make this
a wonderful city.

I’m voting for Council Member
Pete DeJarnatt and Mary Ann Nihart for
Pacifica City Council.”

Fred Howard
Park Pacifica

Pacificans for
Sustainable

Development
endorses

Editor:
Pacificans for Sustainable Develop-

ment is a group of local citizens who are
dedicated to supporting the best pos-
sible blend of ecology and economy for
Pacifica’s future. Our endorsements for
the upcoming election are the follow-
ing.

For City Council:
Pete De Jarnatt and Mary Ann

Nihart
For School Board:
Cynthia Kaufman and Eileen Man-

ning-VillarWe feel that these candi-
dates have the best combination of vi-
sion, commitment, maturity and profes-

sionalism. We feel that they would
work well with the incumbents and with
the various community groups,  and
would be able to help build the alliances
necessary to move

Pacifica forward.  We urge that you
vote for them.

Pete Shoemaker and
Andrew Leone, co-chairs
Pacificans for Sustainable
Development

Sad part
Editor:
During election time we all have

candidates we support.
Some are so angry they rely on those

hateful web sites that write and smear
lies. I support the war and others don’t.
Those who are against the war protest in
front of Denny’s Restaurant in Linda
Mar.

I have no problem with that because
that is their strong belief. The letter
attacking Republican vice presidential
nominee Sara Palin was uncalled for. It
shows that letter was full of lies. It’s
what the internet writes. The same of it
is that those individuals believe them.

The only truth the individual wrote
was her belief that abortion is wrong. I
agree 100 percent. Killing 1 million
babies a year is deplorable. No wonder
why this country is in such disarray.

I think the main reason for that hate
mail was that Sara Palin brings to the
Republican party some hope for the
country and is a new breath of fresh air.
The responsible person that wrote that
letter is full of hate and that is really the
sad part of it all.

Gerald Belliveau
Pacifica

Fuel prices
Editor:
I have just heard again on national

news that the projections are that the gas
prices will drop again.

 Accuse me of succumbing to con-
spiratorial thinking, but I can’t help but
point out that the oil companies appear
to be repeating what they did during the
last election:  drop oil prices just before
the election.

It’s no secret they are closely allied
with the Bush administration (recall the
energy policy talks with VP Cheney),
and I am sickened to think they are
manipulating the American public with
this cheap trick once again.  If you don’t
believe me, here’s a headline from
CNN from April 19, 2004:  “NEW
YORK (CNN) - A top Saudi official has
assured President Bush that his country
will increase oil production to lower gas
prices before November to help the

president’s re-election prospects, ac-
cording to a broadcast report Sunday.”

It is revolting to think they’re up to
these dirty tricks once again when the
economy is in peril and the collective
American psyche is susceptible to ma-
nipulation.  Let’s not fall prey once
again to this “shell” game.

Paul Jones
Linda Mar

No to Palin
Editor:
During a live screening on KQED,

many celebrities from the 1960s were in
the studio. What I found to be more
interesting was a fellow volunteer
named Catherine Finnegan. She sent
me an email from her friend in Wasila,
Alaska regarding Republican vice
presidential nominee Sarah Palin. With
her permission, I would like to share her
insights with you.

As Mayor of Wasila, population
5,000, Palin was forced to hire an ad-
ministrator, pushed by power brokers
with a threat of recall, because of pre-
cipitous firings. She increased the ex-
penditures over 33 percent. The city
taxes were increased by 38 percent and
a progressive property tax on food. This
huge increase was not enough to satisfy
her wish list. She inherited a zero debt
and left $22 million in debt. She spent
$1 million on a  park and $11 million on
a sports complex that the city of Wasila
did not have clear titled to. She also
remodeled city hall and redecorated her
mayor’s office more than once while in
office.

She also fired the city librarian be-
cause she refused to remove certain
books. Ther residents rallied, so she
backed down on her letter of termina-
tion.

As governor of an oil producing
state and as a result of high oil prices,
she created a surplus of money. Instead
of investing in technology which would
make Alaska more independent, she
distributed the money to everyone in the
state.

Palin has pushed her state’s lawsuit
against the U.S. Department of Interior
which sought to list polar bears as an
endangered species.

She also favors drilling in the Artic
National Wildlife Refuge.

I won’t vote for John McCain be-
cause of what Palin has said on TV, and
I quote, “The Iraqi War was a task sent
by God. It’s God’s Plan.” I don’t know
what God Palin worships, but the one I
know is a peace-loving God.

Bad things happen to good people
when good people stay silent.

Theresa M. Dyer
Linda Mar

I’m lost!
I’m a Tabby/Bengel
mix with no collar
who has been
loitering on the 800
block of Rosita for
about a month. I
appear well-fed and
am very lovable and
vocal. If you’re my
owner, please come
take me home.
Leave a message at
355-3518.


