
TUNNEL OF LOVE
Herb Caen would have loved
this item, as reported in the San 
Francisco Chronicle (November 
4). BART train operator Calvin 
Peter Tom, 49, of Brentwood is
wanted by police for proposition-
ing a woman passenger he had
invited into the cab of his train 
as it raced through the tunnel
between Oakland and Orinda.
The woman says Tom whispered
in the dark that he wanted to
fondle her breasts, but when she
refused and attempted to leave,
he “temporarily” blocked her
way out of the cab, then let her
leave the train at the Orinda sta-
tion. As of press time, there was
a warrant out for Tom.

GREEN GARBAGE
Waste Management of San Fran-
cisco has installed a system at
Altamont landfill to capture es-
caping methane gas from rotting
garbage and turn it into liquid
gas to run its garbage trucks.
This has the double benefit of

keeping greenhouse gas out of 
the environment while power-
ing the fleet with cheap, clean,
locally produced fuel. Let’s hope 
Pacifica’s new trash hauler goes
green, too!
 
DOG FLU
So far, canine influenza has
been confined to animal shelters,
day care, and kennels. With its
spread, it may end up hitting dog 
parks, where some dogs have
been exposed during kenneling.
It is a nose-to-nose and air-
borne disease. This came from 
a veterinarian at Southeastern
Guide Dogs in Florida: “Many
of you may have heard about a
fairly newly discovered, highly
contagious, and sometimes fatal
disease in dogs called canine
influenza. This virus causes
upper-respiratory problems
similar to kennel cough but then
progresses to severe pneumonia.
A vaccine was formulated and 
made available in May of this
year. Since we are in the state

where this disease was first
identified and since we have a
high population density of dogs 
from multiple states, we are 
vulnerable to an outbreak un-
less we protect our dogs. A new
requirement for all dogs coming 
into the kennels or administra-
tion building will be to have 
them vaccinated against canine 
influenza. The vaccination series 
requires that an initial vaccine be
given, with a booster 2-4 weeks 
later and yearly boosters there-
after.” (If you are a puppy raiser,
breeder host, or dog owner, talk
to your vet about canine influ-
enza. See Dr. Crawford FAQs,
University of Florida, Depart-
ment of Veterinary Medicine,
vetmed.ufl.edu)

CHA-CHING
A recent study by the Na-
tional Parks Conservation
Association asked howmuch 
revenue the national parks in
California contribute to local
communities. The answer is in 
the millions, from $3 million
at Pinnacles National Monu-
ment to $83 million at Point 
Reyes National Seashore. 
Endorsed by dozens of Califor-
nia businesses and chambers 
of commerce, the study infers
that Pacifica would enjoy, 
conservatively, $7 million a 
year. (See National Treasures 
as Economic Engines—The 

Economic Impact of Visitor 
Spending in California’s Na-
tional Parks at npca.org.) You 
also can download the report
from PacificaRiptide.com.

ECHOING GREEN
Each year, Echoing Green 
awards 12 to 15 two-year fel-
lowships to social entrepre-
neurs. Fellows receive seed
funding and technical support
to turn their innovative ideas
into sustainable social change 
organizations. Echoing Green
seeks individuals or partner-
ships (organizations led by
two people) with innovative 
solutions to significant social
problems; strategies to cre-
ate high-impact, sustainable 
change in people’s lives; and the 
ability to grow and lead a new 
organization. The application 
process is open to citizens of
all nationalities working in any
country. Applicants must be 18
years of age or older, and must
have suffi cient English fluency
to participate in interviews and
Echoing Green events. Orga-
nizations must be the original 
idea of the applicant, and must 
be independent and autono-
mous. (Organizations cannot
be considered independent or 
autonomous if they are started
under the direction of an exist-
ing organization.) Organizations 
must be in a start-up phase. To

be considered a start-up, the
applicant may have been run-
ning the organization full-time
for approximately two years,
and Echoing Green’s financial
support should qualify it as a
major/primary early funder. Ap-
plicants who have only worked
on their organization on a part-
time basis or have yet to start 
an organization are generally
considered eligible. Applicants 
must make a full-time commit-
ment to the organization’s de-
velopment. Fellows receive up 
to $90,000 ($60,000 for individu-
als and $90,000 for partnerships
of two people) in seed funding
over two years. Visit echoing-
green.org for complete eligibil-
ity information, application ma-
terials, and profiles of fellows 
and their projects. The deadline 
to apply is December 2.

SWAMI SEZ
“Cats seem to go on the prin-
ciple that it never does any 
harm to ask for what you want.”
(Joseph Wood Krutch)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
DOT COM
n Email:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com
n Web sites and blogs:
Goofbuster, Pacifica Tribune,
Pacifica Riptide, , Wandering &
Wondering, SF Gate
(In Peninsula Coastside)

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering

Community Forum & Opinions
508 Pacifica Tribune, November 11, 2009 − Page 15A

course design. Then how he
mangled Nature to his own
ends to produce this golf 
course. Really, they say, it
was his worst golf course.
Then the City perverted 
it even further because it
flooded, but the time line 
was a few decades off from
Brent Plater’s version. Then
it was a money loser for the 
City. But no, it wasn’t. Then
their own unverified sur-
vey said most people don’t
want a golf course there
anyway. Forget that, it’s al-
ready there.

Finally, Ron Maykel re-
vealed the true purpose
with not one mention of the
Red legged frog or AAMBS
(Arguably America’s Most
Beautiful Serpent) — to 
make Sharp Park a na-
tional park. A national
park for a snake. I’ll bet
they spent several minutes 
doing market research on
that. People from all over 
the world will beat a path 
to Pacifica to see the actual 
habitat Alistair MacKenzie
created turned back into
a swamp unlike anything
that existed there before, to
get eaten by the mosquitoes
the AAMBS missed and
watch the fabled frogs hop-
ping. Somehow this will
benefit Pacifica’s economy 
in ways mere mortals can-
not understand.

I suppose if you extrapo-
late the logic of building a 
multi-million dollar board-
walk over an existing trail
on Mori Point to its illogi-
cal extreme a national park
might make sense in the
same way the infamous
“Road to Nowhere” did. But 
in the harsh light of reality
I am left with only one con-
clusion. Restoring Sharp
Park has absolutely noth-
ing to do with protecting an
allegedly endangered spe-
cies. It is a land grab and
a power grab as blatant as 
anything perpetrated by
the Robber Barons of the 
19th century.

Maykel characterizes 
all who oppose his group
as being in the throes of 
some hysterical, psychotic
reaction. Does that sound
familiar? I suppose farm-
ers whose land was seized 
by the railroads were hys-
terical. Those Polish peas-
ants were hysterical when 
the Nazis invaded in 1939. 
I wouldn’t stoop to belittle
their suffering. I’m merely
pointing out when people
are subjected to any tyr-
anny for the benefi t of a
few at the expense of the 
many, they tend to get a 
little hysterical. So let’s put 
a name to this new face, 
this face that speaks from 
both sides of its mouth and
claims to know better than 
us. See it, know it, point it
out to your friends. Stop it
at all costs. Because if they
succeed with this, there’ll 
be no stopping them.

Larry Bothen
Rockaway Beach

Re: Sharp
Park Golf

course
Editor:
I went to a meeting

Wednesday at San Fran-
cisco City Hall. There were
12 people sitting around 
the table discussing the
golf course owned by San 
Francisco but located in
Pacifica. They clearly want 
to do the right thing. They
listened to a “naturalist” tell 
them that we must create a 
sanctuary for the frogs and 
snakes at this location and
the golf course is a danger-
ous place for them. After 
the members spoke and 
asked questions, they al-
lowed the outside people to
talk. I asked why they can’t 
create this “zoo” for snakes 
and frogs somewhere else, 
like Golden Gate Park or 
some other park. This natu-
ralist said that they don’t 
live there, they live here in 
Pacifica at the golf course.
“This is their natural habi-
tat.” I said that before the
golf course was here, the 
area consisted of sand and 
ocean. They didn’t live 
there. She said that this is
one of the few places in the
world that they live. I told
her that when I was a child
living in San Francisco, I 
use to fi nd garter snakes in 
the back yards and empty 
lots, so her information
is not correct. They can 
live in Golden Gate Park.
Someone asked how many 
have been found on the golf 
course. She said “two” but 
in 1944 they counted many 
more. She spoke of the lawn
mowers hurting the snakes
and that they will have to 
hire a person to walk in
front of the mower to catch
the snake before it gets run 
over. One person said that
snakes feel vibration on the
ground and would probably 
get out of the way. Another
said that snakes don’t move 
when he has encountered 
them on a trail when he 
was hiking.

It is clear to me that
any snakes that were en-
ticed to come onto the golf
course due to the beauti-
ful location came from the
surrounding hills. I said 
that we could build a little
wall around the golf course 
so that the snakes will be
blocked from going onto
the course. I mentioned 
that there is plenty of room 
for the snakes in that area 
outside the golf course.
I can’t get over that this
naturalist said the garter
snakes don’t live in San
Francisco. Perhaps that is
true now because they have
been moved off their habi-
tat by the building of homes 
in San Francisco, but there 
were always snakes 60
years ago. I’m 70.

I am not a golfer, but the 
golf course is a beautiful
sight to see.

Next time the group
meets, they are going to 
look at the money that is
coming in from the golf
course. I wonder how much
money these snakes and 
frogs are going to bring 
to somebody. Follow the

money.
Regarding the account-

ing procedures which con-
cluded that our golf course 
is losing money, one of the 
12 people, Nancy W., wrote 
a report about the account-
ing procedures used by the 
Recreation and Park De-
partment. She passed out 
her report to all of us and 
explained it.

This is an interesting is-
sue.

Janet Breger
Sharp Park

Good deed
Editor:
Too often the letters to 

the editor contain gripes or 
complaints about the gov-
ernment’s or other entities’ 
actions or failures. I think it 
would be a bit of fresh air to 
hear about something nice 
or heart-warming that re-
cently occurred in Pacifica.

On Friday, Oct. 30, I was
driving down Linda Mar
Boulevard heading to the
Post Offi ce when I noticed 
that traffic had come al-
most to a stop. When I got 
closer, I saw a young man 
helping an elderly woman, 
who was using a cane, to
cross Linda Mar at one of
the cross streets. The in-
tersection did not have a
marked pedestrian cross-
ing and would be diffi cult 
for anyone to cross there.

The man turned out to
be the driver of a DHL de-
livery van who had pulled
over and stopped his vehi-
cle in order to help the lady 
get across the street. He 
deserves a lot of credit for 
doing this good deed. By 
the way, the truck’s vehicle 
license was 8H66342. If you 
see him let him know what
a good deed he had done.

It would be great if we
could see and hear more 
of this kind of event taking 
place rather than the horri-
ble items we hear about ev-
ery day in the news media.

Lion Jim Gilchrist
Park Pacifica

Save golf
course

Editor:
I have been a Pacifica

resident for over 50 years
and have been playing 
Sharp Park Golf Course for 
over 60 years.

When I was 15, I hitch-
hiked to the course from 
Daly City on weekends and 
workedforgolfprofessional
Al Schoux renting out push
carts to the players.

It would break my heart 
to see Sharp Park Golf 
Course closed.

Mr. Brent Plater should
come to Pacifi ca and look 
around. He would see that
there is no shortage here
of open space, hiking trails 
and natural habitat. The
environmentally conscious 
citizens here have consis-
tently voted to protect our
surroundings.

A hike up to Mori Point 
or along the seawall would 
show him that the golf 
course is built around a 
beautiful, natural setting 
of a lagoon, wetlands and 

open space.
The protection of the 

Red-legged frog and San 
Francisco garter snake
should not come at the 
expense of losing our sce-
nic course. There is plenty 
of habitat for them on the 
course and just south at the 
GGNRA.

Save Sharp Park Golf 
Course.

Bob Fontes
Linda Mar

Take back
our

government
Editor:
Coming up Fassler Ave-

nue, someone put up a sign 
“Take Back Our County.” I 
agree, however, we need to 
take back our city, county 
and state.

How do we do it? By at-
tending city council, county 
and town hall meetings. If 
you want your voice heard 
attend the next forum on
Dec. 4 at the South San
Francisco event center from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Adrienne 
J. Tissier, county supervi-
sor, and Congresswoman 
Jackie Speier, will be host-
ing the event and they want 
to know anything concern-
ing us on a city, county, 
state and federal level. 
Lunch will be provided and 
you need to have your res-
ervations in by Nov. 13.

Pick up forms at the Pa-
cifica Community Center,
VA on Sneath Lane or call
342-0300 for a reservation. 
I’ll be there and I hope to 
see all of you concerned 
citizens.

Therese M. Dyer
Linda Mar

Support golf
Course

Editor:
The article by Rachel

Gordon in the Chronicle on
Saturday, Nov. 7, 2009 (C1 
and C3) was very encour-
aging to the golfers at the 
Sharp Park Golf Course. 
The article was so very well 
written.

The total support of Phil
Ginsburg, Pacifica Mayor
Julie Lancelle, Richard Har-
ris, Rep. Jackie Speier (D-
Hillsborough,) all the golf-
ers and non-golfers in favor 
of keeping Sharp Park Golf
Course should put an end
to this controversial issue. 
It is an issue that should not 
be in the first place.

San Francisco Supervi-
sor Ross Markarimi and all 
non-supporters of Sharp
Park Golf Course are not
totally informed of the fi -
nancial logistics (the han-
dling of the details of an 
operation). All they know 
is that some (not all) of the
eight golf courses, handled 
by the San Francisco Rec-
reation and Parks Depart-
ment, are losing money. 
They do not know that the 
income from all the eight 
courses are “lumped” to-
gether, rather than sepa-
rating the income, and 
finding out who is actually 
losing money. From a very 

good and reliable fi nancial 
source, I know that Sharp 
Park Golf Course is doing 
their share, plus.

For those who wrote to 
the editor of the Pacifi ca
Tribune on Nov. 4,  in sup-
port of keeping Sharp Park 
Golf Course a golf course, 
thank you. We need to con-
tinue our support for all the 
golfers, especially our se-
niors.

Irene Honniball
A non-golfer

Facts, not
hyperbole

Editor:
One little phrase, just 

one tiny bit of a sentence of 
Brent Plater’s op ed piece 
in last week’s Trib caught 
my attention.  “…a park 
that will protect the envi-
ronment, bolster Pacifi ca’s
economy …”  Bolster Paci-
fica’s economy; did I read 
that correctly?  Mr. Plater 
thinks that by getting rid 
of a tax-paying enterprise 
and replacing it with a 
federal park that this will 
bolster our economy. Oh 
c’mon now Mr. Plater, do 
explain.

According to fi gures
provided by the City, the 
golf course is among the 
top 27 sources of sales tax 
revenue. Funny, I don’t see 
the GGNRA anywhere on
the list.

We’ve heard “the envi-
ronment is our economy” 
for too long.  Please supply 
facts to back up your rheto-
ric. How much tax revenue 
of any kind is our environ-
ment supplying?

If Mr. Plater and his 
followers want to throw 
around unsubstantiated
“facts,” then how can we 
believe anything they say 
or write? Mr. Plater wants 
to return the Sharp Park
Golf Course to a condi-
tion it has not been in for 
at least 100 years. Why 
go back to the way it was
just before the golf course? 
Why not go back to when 
the earth was cooling? If 
you want to return the golf 
course to yesteryear, why 
not the whole damn town? 
Let us not stop with the 
golf course Mr. Plater, let’s 
tear it all down and return
it to nature.

There seems to be this
idea that somehow more 
people would enjoy and
use a “returned-to-nature” 
Sharp Park than the hun-
dreds who enjoy the golf 
course weekly. I live be-
tween the golf course and 
Mori’s Point. I see both 
regularly and there are far 
more golfers than there 
are hikers on Mori’s Point 
– and the golfers pay to be 
there. I have not seen any 
entrance fee for Mori’s 
Point.

Mr. Plater, stick to 
facts not hyperbole. There 
may be ecological reasons 
for improving the drain-
age and layout of the golf 
course; economics is not 
one of them.

Bruce Hotchkiss
Fairway Park

Cell phone
911

Editor:
A few days ago I was 

driving north approaching 
the entrance to the Sharp 
Park Golf Course. As I 
watched, there was a young 
girl riding her bike, heading 
south and slowing a  bit as 
she reached the golf course 
driveway.

There was also a car 
ahead of me which was 
obviously ready to turn 
into the golf course. I said 
to myself, “This could be 
trouble.” Sure enough, the 
car hit the girl, knocking 
her off the bike and down 
to the ground. Fortunately, 
she was wearing a helmet 
and did not lose conscious-
ness. She did have some 
visible injuries to her right 
arm and elbow,and per-
haps some other damage. 
The motorist stopped right 
away and got out to check 
on the girl. Several other 
drivers stopped and I and 
another man used our cell 
phones to call 911. That’s 
where the problem was.

So many folks have de-
scribed how many “dead 
zones” there are in Paci-
fica, no matter who your
carrier is. The one fellow 
who dialed fi rst could only 
get one of those very fast 
busy signals....you know, 
the ones that indicate there 
was never any connection 
made.

I was able to get through, 
but I think I got the High-
way Patrol, which is not
unusual I found out, for 
a cell phone call to 911. I 
was transferred to, I think, 
about three different peo-
ple, perhaps in three dif-
ferent emergency centers 
and finally someone got
the message to Pacifi ca PD
and Pacifica Fire. When the 
calls were actually made, a 
Pacifica PD offi cer was on 
the scene within minutes...
a fire truck and ambulance 
just a short time later. All 
emergency personnel did 
their usual thorough and 
professional and compas-
sionate work to help the
young woman and secure 
the scene. This was not a 
major emergency, fortu-
nately. But it makes one 
wonder. If the 911 system 
was so sluggish and unco-
operative for a minor emer-
gency, how will it do in a 
major disaster?

Rev. Piers Lahey
Sharp Park

Editor’s Note: The Paci-
fica Tribune consulted with 
the Pacifi ca Police. This 
is their response: “When 
someone dials 911 from
a mobile phone, in most 
cases the call goes to the 
CHP dispatch center in 
Vallejo, where they receive 
thousands of calls every 
hour. There is a new E911 
(enhanced 911) system that 
Pacifica along with most 
other agencies participate
in. With this system, a cell 
phone call may, depend-
ing on where it is made, 
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