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My Turn
By Yelena Tsurkin

I graduated from Oceana High
School this summer and couldn’t
have been more scared and intimi-
dated simply by the name UC Ber-
keley.

The fact that it wasn’t in Paci-
fica, wasn’t called Oceana and didn’t
have my teachers already made me
hate it.

I did not know how to respond
when someone told me that in col-
lege whether I choose to sink or
swim, I am completely on my own.
I could not even begin to imagine
how it would be possible to leave
the teachers who had spent hours on
end answering my questions into an
environment where I was utterly
alone.

On the first day of classes, I went
into the campus knowing one thing
- I was choosing to swim regardless
if my questions would be answered
the same way they were in high
school or not. I just didn’t know
how I was going to make this hap-
pen.

“You demand crystal clarity and
accept nothing less; you will find a
way to get your questions answered,”
my chemistry teacher told me one of
the many mornings I spent in his class-
room simply talking about the future.

He told me I would love it at Ber-
keley no matter how different it is
from Oceana. Somehow, for the first
time in two years, I doubted his words.

A few days ago, I was faced with
the question, “how would I compare
Oceana to Berkeley?”

 Without much thought, I said it
was exactly the same, but totally dif-
ferent. I suspected eventually I would
grow to like Berkeley but I never
imagined it would be so soon.

At the very beginning of the se-
mester, I decided to test my luck and
visit my math G.S.I (Graduate Stu-
dent Instructor) during office hours. I

came into his office shaking and al-
ready regretting coming there. To my
great surprise, as soon as he started
answering my questions and breaking
the problems down, I became more
and more accepting of the fact that the
person sitting next to me was not
some daunting robot; he was simply
my teacher.

After I was done asking my near
endless questions, he asked me if I
had anything else that I wanted to
know.

Needless to say, the conversa-
tion continued and by the time I left
his office, I already felt that I was
where I wanted to be. That morning,
I did not know what I wanted to do
with my life; but after these office
hours, I was sure of one thing - it is
okay not to want to be a doctor, a
profession about which I thought I
had no other choice.

One of my closest friends from high
school asked me if I regretted not going
to UC Davis over Berkeley. I told him
that I will always wonder what it would
have been like had I gone to Davis.

This past week, I had a wave of
midterms.  For one of my classes, the
G.S.I. scheduled a review session for
Sunday 6-8 p.m.  As if that wasn’t bad
enough, 10 minutes until 8 p.m., the
professor of the class walked in and
addressed us.

He told us he would be in his office
until 10 p.m. just in case any one of us
had any questions about the material.
Needless to say, I was completely
speechless.

Walking home from this review
session I knew that I would never
again care about how different things
would have turned out had I gone to
Davis.

I finally fell in love with Berke-
ley.  This is the place that is so much
like Oceana but different in so many
other amazing ways.

IRISHMAN O’BAMA
“Hello, John: It was the most
inspiring achievement! I’ve been
involved in politics since I was 12
here in Ireland. It is a joy to see
this happen. Real hope for the
world. A real chance to embrace
the world and a world overjoyed to
embrace America. The energy for
Obama is amazing! The Irish are
so happy. Can’t wait to get to
Washington in January to play the
Irish American Democrats
Inauguration Party! Regards,
Ger.”(Gerard Corrigan of The
Corrigan Brothers, aka Hardy
Drew and the Nancy Boys,
Limerick, Ireland. Their song
“There’s No One As Irish As
Barack O’Bama” is all over
YouTube.)

SF POOH-POOHS R
On Election Day, San Francisco
voters flushed their world-famous
sewer renaming plan down the
toilet. Proposition R to rename the
city water treatment plant at Ocean
Beach after lame-duck President
George W. Bush went down the

tubes. Fans of Prop R here in Pacifica
had been considering a similar
movement to change the name of our
sewer, but the latest poop on that idea
is that it has been eliminated. And
that’s enough of that!

BIOFUELBOX
Biofuelbox turns brown sludge
biosolids from wastewater treatment
plants into biodiesel fuel. Biofuelbox
supplies for free the “refinery” (its
words), a 20-foot-long container, and
charges a nominal fee to the munici-
pality for the fuel it produces.
Biofuelbox is portable and expand-
able. Todd Bray has passed this
suggestion along to the city. See
biofuelbox.com.

BEER FOREVER
“Finally! I knew all along I’d live to
be a thousand,” exults Jim Wagner,
scanning this Discovery Channel
news item: “ Scientists at Rice
University have created beer that
could extend your life. BioBeer, as
it’s called, has three genes spliced into
special brewer’s yeast that produce
resveratrol, the chemical in red wine
that is thought to protect against
diabetes, cancer, Alzheimer’s and
other age-related conditions…But
don’t expect to swill this brew
soon…proving that a person’s life
could be extended or their diabetes
controlled through a combination of
water, yeast, hops, malted grains and
synthetic biology wasn’t the goal of
the project; it was just to prove that it
was possible.”

PACIFICAM
PacificaRiptide.com now has two
Live Cameras (search Google in

upper-right sidebar), capturing views
of Pacifica in real time, one from
Pedro Point looking north across
Linda Mar beach, the other from
Longview Park looking south along
the coastline.

SEA LION BOWL
“I am seeking at least 60 volunteers
for the 2009 Northern California
Regional Ocean Sciences Bowl or Sea
Lion Bowl (formerly Otter Bowl), to
be held at San Francisco State
University on Saturday, February 21.
The Sea Lion Bowl is an academic
high school competition focused on
all disciplines of ocean sciences.
Sixteen teams will compete for the
chance to go on to the National Finals
in Washington, D.C. in April. The
National Ocean Sciences Bowl’s
mission is to enrich science teaching
and learning across the United States
through a high-profile national
competition that increases high school
students’ knowledge of the oceans
and enhances public understanding
and stewardship of the oceans.
Students who participate are highly
motivated and interested in science.
Training sessions begin December 9.
If you would like to get involved,
please contact me.” (Erin Blackwood,
M.Ed., Outreach Coordinator & Sea
Lion Bowl Coordinator, Romberg
Tiburon Center for Environmental
Studies, 415-338-3757 office, 415-
816-0001 cell)

OBAMA PRAYER
Barack atah Illinois, Elohenu Melech
Ha’olam, Boray P’ri Ha-electoral
Landslide. Amen! (Fran Herman)

TEACHER HOUSING
“New teachers are often attracted to
Coastside schools because of their
small-town atmosphere and proximity
to nature. But they don’t always stay
long, mostly because of the area’s
high cost of living. In his 10 years on
the Pacifica School District Board of
Trustees, Mike O’Neill has seen it
happen too many times. Unable to
compete for teachers with school
districts in wealthier parts of San
Mateo County, O’Neill and his fellow
board members are devising a plan to
help them afford life in Pacifica
without a giant pay hike…The idea
they came up with is remarkable for
its simplicity: Build affordable
housing for teachers at the site of a
former school. Give teachers a chance
to work where they live, cut down on
their commutes and allow them to put
down roots in Pacifica.” (Julia Scott,
San Mateo County Times, November
11)

TANOAK
If linking botany, American history,
and political economics sounds fun,
this is the workshop for you! Jepson
Herbarium presents Lithocarpus
densiflorus: An Environmental
History of Tanoak, November 23
(daylong event), instructor Frederica
Bowcutt of Evergreen State College,
Valley Life Sciences Building, UC
Berkeley. Course fee $85/$110
(Friends of Jepson Herbarium
members/nonmembers). Information/
registration: Anna Larsen,
alarsen@berkeley.edu.

WORLD MUSIC
Door Dog Music, in association with
The Jewish Community Center of San
Francisco, the Asian Art Museum,
SOTA, Thoreau Center, Kitka, and
Paintbrush Diplomacy, presents the
Ninth Annual San Francisco World
Music Festival through November 23.
(Concert/ticket info:
sfworldmusicfestival.org)

MANORGATE
“I went through that Manor Mess
intersection today, and as I turned
south, I thought of the widening of the
overcrossing to six lanes. It looks like
people haven’t considered the
outcome of feeding three lanes (in
each direction) into one lane (going in
both directions). Just wait till
Walgreens opens there.” (Bob
Pilgrim, PacificaRiptide.com)

FIT COPS
The Pacifica Police Department now
requires one hour of paid exercise
time per shift. “I wish I could get paid
for working out,” jokes Bruce
Hallman on PacificaRiptide.com.
“But seriously, I think physical fitness
is a good idea, probably paying for
itself in health care dollars saved on
heart attacks.”

NO SHOOT, SHERLOCK
I asked arborist Ian Butler what to
make of this odd-looking tree in
Yachats, Oregon (see my accompany-
ing photo). Ian replied: “Elementary,
my dear Watson. The original tree
was cut down, and after it started to
decay, a seed grew out of the top of it.
The murder weapon was a large saw,
possibly gas-powered.”

DEPRESSION
Paul Krugman’s recent New York
Times column talks about Depression
economics, and the Wall Street
Journal predictably blames it on the
victim, babbling about “The Barack
Market” as if the president-elect had

something to do with Wall Street’s
woes. Give me a break! Our
current economic crisis is clearly a
panic sell-off by greedheads who
know the gravy train is on its way
to the big roundhouse in the sky,
and market regulation with
government oversight is coming
back to save the day. Rupert
Murdoch’s wretched Republican
rag would love to hang it all on
Obama, but I think the American
people know better. They know
this mess is the result of eight years
(nay, 28 years) of free-market
mayhem: Reaganomics devolving
into Bushonomics. Consider this
online comment from Paul Craig
Roberts in his article “Economic
Crisis Is Beyond The Reach Of
Traditional Solutions”: “By most
accounts, the U.S. economy is in
serious trouble. Robert Reich, an
adviser to President-Elect Obama,
calls it a ‘mini-depression,’ and that
designation might be optimistic.
Russian economist Mikhail Khazin
says that the U.S. will soon face a
second ‘Great Depression.’ It is
possible that even Khazin is
optimistic.”

INNER EDIROT
“Found a good one in the Trib this
a.m. Back page re: Trail. ‘That
original vision hit a stag…’ instead
of snag. Very punny! Haha! Have a
good day!”
(Susan Herring)

SWAMI SEZ
“You only live once, but if you do
it right, once is enough.”
(Mae West)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Goofbuster.com
•PacificaRiptide.com
•PacificaTribune.com
•WanderingAndWondering.com
•e: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering
&

Wondering

John Maybury

A Victory
for Maturity

Editor:
It appears that one of the best

consequences of Obama being
elected will be the elevation of the
national dialog from adolescent to
adult.

After eight years of middle-
school-level belligerence, name-
calling, and fear-mongering, we
hopefully will begin to get much
more reason, compassion, and true
dialog.  I can’t wait!

I feel that the same pattern ap-
plies to our local city council elec-
tions.  Adults won.  The collective
wisdom of our community is strong
and it spoke clearly: if you want to
participate in city government, ei-
ther in an elected or appointed ca-
pacity, adult behavior is required.

This means politeness, respect,
good listening, and willingness to
compromise—the same type of pro-
fessionalism that makes for success
in a job.

It’s not so much your positions
on issues, but your ability to be a
person that others would like to work
with that makes the difference.

The door is always open, but it’s
an adults-only club.

Pete Shoemaker
Vallemar

Welcome to Money Matters, where
you could discover a financial find for
you and your family, and sometimes
help out a business or organization in
Pacifica.

Some deals might be perfect for you,
and some may not, but hopefully over
time you’ll find most to be beneficial.

The first find being given recogni-
tion is the Terra Nova Booster Card for
families.  A few weeks ago my family
attended a Friday night football game at
Terra Nova because the school band my
daughter plays in was invited to per-
form with the Terra Nova band.

Attending the game brought back
some great memories of the excitement,
camaraderie and fun of cheering on the
team during my high school years, and
I found myself and others getting caught
up in the moment.

Perhaps it was because of the middle
school band joining the Terra Nova
Band, but there were a lot of families
there that night.

It was great for adults meeting up with
friends they hadn’t seen in awhile, and it
was definitely a night of socialization and

Money matters
By Marie Martin

school spirit for the high school kids.
Observing all the families present,  I

commented to my husband that with the
price now of 49er tickets, a family would
get a much better deal attending a Terra
Nova football game. The new field is
fantastic, there’s a snack shack, parking is
plentiful and free (although you can pay to
park  next to the field), the band is awe-
some, the cheerleaders and color guard are
entertaining, the tiger mascots are fun to
watch, and the ticket prices are minimal.

For any Terra Nova sports event, an
adult ticket is $5, and youth through middle
school is $2. Can you beat that?

Well, actually, you can beat that.  You
can purchase a Booster Card for $50,
which will allow your entire family - no
matter the size - to attend absolutely every

regular season home event.
 From whatever date you buy the

Booster Card, you can attend every event
for every sport through the end of the
school year in June. The events include
such sports as football, basketball, base-
ball, water polo, swim meets, wrestling,
volleyball and badminton.

If you would like to see a schedule of
the games already lined up, they are posted
on the www.juhsd.net website.

Even if you do not know anyone play-
ing in a Terra Nova team, it shouldn’t keep
you from bringing your family or going
with friends to cheer on these kids compet-
ing their hearts out.

This is an affordable and great oppor-
tunity to teach your kids the rules of the
games, how scoring works, and even sports-

manship.
If your children may some day attend

Terra Nova, this will provide you with a
feel for the school and familiarize you with
with the campus.

It could also introduce your chil-
dren to a sport they might not have
even considered for their high school
years. Value: Priceless!

To purchase a Terra Nova Booster
Card, you can contact Lori Rittweger,
the chair of the Terra Nova Booster
Club, at (650) 738-2323.

You can also contact Yvonne
Piccolotti at Terra Nova High School
at 650-550-7600.  And the icing on
the cake ñ the entire $50 is tax deduct-
ible.  Now that’s two words you like to
hear close to the end of the tax year!

BY DEBORAH NAGLE-BURKS

WEST SHARP PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE

CHAIR

I’ve just recovered from the shock
of witnessing the Council’s recent
(Nov. 12) study session wherein ar-
chitectural consultants delivered their
facilities Plan for a Civic Center.

This barely-advertised, sparsely at-
tended meeting was a stunning illus-
tration of Pacifica’s inferiority com-
plex.

Perhaps city officials were embar-
rassed in advance about the implica-
tions of paying a fat consulting fee
($30 or $40,000, according to our
City Manager, who said he wasn’t
sure) for redundant information.
Which might explain why virtually
no advance notice was given-the lone
advertisement for it appeared in that
morning’s Tribune, a weekly paper;
likely many readers failed to see the
two-inch ad until two or three days
later, if they noticed it at all.

This seems an odd oversight, con-
sidering that future use of the former
sewage treatment plant on Palmetto
Avenue has been a hot-button item
since the previous century.

Shouldn’t we want all Pacificans
informed on this issue, the better to
participate in its outcome?

Nor were members of the West
Sharp Park Advisory Committee
(WSPAC) who have worked the past
two and a half years developing a
proposal to upgrade this neighbor-
hood, notified. Do I take this person-
ally? Well, yes, as a charter member
of WSPAC who’s volunteered end-
less hours to this project, I do.

It doesn’t require a hell of a lot of
time or energy to fire off an email
from City Hall.  One councilperson
apologized to the WSPAC members

in attendance for having forgotten.
Good thing a few of us (A) spotted the
little Tribune advertisement, and (B)
had made no other plans for the
evening.

This snub (whether unintentional
or not) looms all the more peculiar,
considering that the council itself ap-
pointed WSPAC to define a vision for
a city center and unanimously and
enthusiastically applauded our pro-
posal.

Lots of other cities have proven
capable of creating bold homegrown
— and successful plans to revitalize
and generate income. A spectacular
local example is Redwood City, where
creation of a gorgeous town square,
site of an ongoing program of musical
and community events has trans-
formed a business zone in deep, deep
doldrums into a vital, humming city
center generating impressive and un-
precedented tax revenues for Red-
wood City.

This is much like the proposal
WSPAC presented a year ago. But
why take WSPAC seriously? We’re
just a “little citizens group.” Or so
Councilmember Cal Hinton told me.

A little history: After the warm
reception for our proposal, WSPAC
was told to drop any further discus-
sion of the treatment plant site — the
jewel at the heart of our vision, the
magnet capable of attracting throngs
of people (and their money). Let’s
deal with that later, city officials said.
Let’s call that Phase 2. We’ll offer
that site to developers and let me work
it out. “You don’t think we can leave
that to some little citizen’s group, do
you?” Hinton had said to me. “That
would be ridiculous. That’s a decision
for developers, the people who’ve got
the money.” Never mind that WSPAC
had tirelessly researched similar suc-

cessful civic projects nationally, even
internationally. Never mind that the
best of them were overwhelmingly
citizen-driven.

The citizen-driven approach is not
the Pacifica way, apparently. If our
experience with WSPAC has taught
us anything, it’s that Pacifica is not
“Yes We Can” territory. A spirit of
“No We Can’t” prevails.

We are unworthy, or too stupid, or
something like that. Just hicks. Pay no
attention to the extensive business,
activist, professional, community, aca-
demic, property owner and entrepre-
neurial experience WSPAC repre-
sents. Whatever. Consensus of city
officials Nov. 12, after hearing the
$30-$40,000 consultants, added up
to: Yes, good; we’ll turn the Palmetto
site over to the developers; they know
what’s best. And we have to say that’s
the attitude they’ve consistently con-
veyed to WSPAC. It amounts to a
vote of no-confidence to us, to them-
selves and to everybody else except
“the money.”

Having gotten the message to lay
off the treatment site WSPAC sol-
diered on, creating plans which, if
ever put into effect, will dramatically
upgrade and prettify Palmetto Av-
enue.

Good stuff — so far as it goes.
Murals, arches, commodious benches
and other cool street features,
streetlights and sculpture evoking
West Sharp Park’s historic status as
the coastside’s earliest civic and com-
mercial center.

It’s good, we’re proud of it, and
it’s not enough. Not even close.  Pret-
tying up Palmetto alone will never
attract visitors in droves, and there-
fore cannot be expected to generate
anything approaching the tax revenues
to justify doing it.

Let’s return to Hinton’s conten-
tion that this matter is simply too
important to leave to “little citizens.”
This raises the question: If not us
Pacificans, I mean, then who?

As prime a plot of coastal real
estate as any in Northern California,
the treatment site has lain dormant for
a decade and more, while one devel-
oper after another sketched up plans
for it — and then one after another
dropped the ball. The “money guys”
couldn’t envision a payoff worth pur-
suing.

According to fellow WSPAC
member Shirlee Gibbs, a leading light
in the Pacifica Historical Society and
the restoration of the Little Brown
Church, there have been at least eight
of these false starts, or no-starts, dur-
ing the past 15 or 20 years.

At that pace, we can expect to see
another eight or so lame proposals
from developers between now and,
oh, 2023, and still have zip to show for
it. Or we could do what cities like
Redwood City, Portland and Chatta-
nooga and scores more have accom-
plished.

Come up with our own vision,
flesh it out and convince the “money
people” — investment types, govern-
ment agencies, etc. — who will want
to share our success.

That $40,000 (or was it $30,000)
could have far better gone toward
projecting a future we’re capable of
building for ourselves.

No we can’t? If other cities can
pull this off, so can we. Yes, we can.

Also contributing to this column
was John B. Burks, WSPAC.

Editor’s Note: Mr. Hinton or any
of the other council members are wel-
come to respond on these pages to
Nagle-Burks’ commentary.

Oceana grad reflects on
freshman term at Berkeley

Opinion
The future of West Sharp Park: No we can’t?


