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GREEN GIFTS
Why not help the poor old tired
Earth this holiday season when
you make your gift list:
•Songbird coffee and chocolate
are organic, fair-traded, and
songbird-friendly. Visit
groundsforchange.com or call
1-800-796-6820.
•Ladybug sells organic chocolate
from Central America. Visit
chocolatebar.com or call
1-800-293-0160
•Organic Bouquet in Novato
ships sustainably raised flowers.
Visit organicbouquet.com or call
1-888-899-2468.
•How about healthy, natural fruit
baskets? Visit Organic Extrava-
ganza at proflowers.com or call
1-800-862-9958. Send organic
fruits, nuts, and seed samplers
from diamondorganics.com or
call 1-888-ORGANIC in Moss
Landing.

COCO LOCO
Speaking of chocolate (which is
something I like to do this time
of year), Aztec legend says that
the good god Quetzalcoatl came
to earth with a cacao bean tree as
a gift to mankind—consolation
for our having to live in this hell

on earth. The word “chocolate”
itself comes from the Greek for
“food of the gods.” Aztec choco-
late was a beverage called
“chocolatl,” which probably also
included some spices such as
cinnamon. But when the sweet
dark brown treat made its way
back to Europe, where it was an
instant sensation, just as coffee
had been when the conquistadors
brought it back from the New
World, it also became a confec-
tion: chocolate for eating. Today,
most Europeans consume on
average some 20 pounds of
chocolate a year, compared to the
average American’s intake of
about half that amount. Psychia-
trists long have noted that choco-
late eating peaks during the winter
doldrums. So there again you have
that familiar theme: chocolate as
consolation. Physiologically,
humans have another connection
to the bean: Cocoa butter’s
melting point is 98.6 degrees.
(Source: Vicki Davis, Newhouse
News Service)

RIGHT ON
I read about UPS studying its
routes and discovering that it is
more fuel-efficient to make right
turns only, even if it takes a little
bit longer and farther to get to the
delivery. This is because eliminat-

ing left turns also eliminates idling
time waiting for traffic to clear
and results in fewer accidents.
There’s another thing Brown can
do for you: smart thinking.

YES WE CAN
A new French high-speed train has
reached 224 miles per hour on a
test track. (Think San Francisco-
Los Angeles in two hours.)
California has voted to build high-
speed trains, so get ready to fly by
rail.

GOOD FOR BUSINESS
Just the other day, medical experts
announced that cancer would soon
pass heart disease as the Number 1
killer in the world, thanks to
increasing numbers of cigarette
smokers in Asian countries, where
the tobacco industry has refocused
its sales efforts.

MONARCH SEASON
This is the time of year to get out and
see migrating monarch butterflies.
These beautiful black-and-orange
creatures take refuge in eucalyptus
groves to rest awhile on their journeys
south. The Greater Bay Area is lucky
to have several monarch layover
spots: San Leandro (1-510-577-6085
or email
butterflynaturalist@earthlink.net);
Fremont (1-510-796-0199 or visit

ebparks.org/parks/ardenwood);
Santa Cruz (1-831-423-4609, 1-831-
420-5270, 1-831-429-2850); Pacific
Grove (1-831-648-5716, 1-831-648-
5730 or pgmuseum.org); Point
Lobos (1-831-624-4909). Be sure to
go on a mild, calm day. The
butterflies do no like wind. It is a
truly awesome experience to stand
in a eucalyptus grove and look up at
thousands and thousands of
monarchs fluttering in the sunlight
and shade. 

SITESEER
•Animal rescue flights:
pilotsnpaws.org
•Pacifica jewelry designs from
nature: stephaniehdesigns.com
•L.A.’s Totally Awesome nontoxic
all-purpose cleaner (it really works
and it costs about a dollar):
lastotallyawesome.com

SWAMI SEZ
“No matter how hard it is raining,
two pirates may never share an
umbrella. In fact, no self-respecting
pirate would even be caught dead
using an umbrella.” (Pirate Law
#30)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Goofbuster.com
•PacificaRiptide.com
•PacificaTribune.com
•WanderingAndWondering.com
•e: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

My Turn
By  Al Olson

I viewed a rerun of an Oprah Winfrey
program. The basis was “Paying it For-
ward.”

The concept was the audience, about
300 people, was give $1,000 each. At
first the excitement was, “yay, I have
big money,” but then Oprah shared that
the Bank of America donated the money
for a very unique and generous purpose.
Each audience member was to take the
funds, develop it and apply the entirety
to be used in a worthy, unselfish man-
ner.

The concluding results were phe-
nomenal. Families were saved finan-
cially with fresh food for the kids to eat.
A dear mom was given a van for her
large family and it now takes her 15
minutes to get to work instead of two
hours by bus. A women’s protective
shelter can now remain open. A de-
formed young lady can now get plastic
surgery after an ugly attack by her ex.

A kids’ program can stay open and
grow to be self-sustained. A kids’ bas-
ketball team can finally afford their
shoes.

I am taking an unselfish step being
that I am on Social Security, due to a
number of medical issues and will still
augment my family by my art, however,

the awesome step that I now take is not
in regard to me or mine.

I am CEO and founder of a non-
profit entity called “Kids Care Club” in
Pacifica. With this program, we are
trying to continue a very low cost
children’s enrichment program. We had
a daily attendance of 30+ this summer
and the kids had a wonderful time.

We are still trying to obtain a build-
ing from which to permanently run the
club. We have been renting from our
kind church community but we need a
bit more space. Also we are in need of
two vans for a new project so we can
take Kids Care Club, which screened,
talented volunteers, to needy sites such
as family shelters, foster child receiving
homes and children’s hospital wards.

What if Kids Care Club asked the
community at large to give the greatest
Christmas gift ever, one that will touch
the hearts and lives of so many? Pay
forward. What might have been used
for something very self edifying will
help us to help the children in a big
meaningful way.

Contact Al Olson at Kids Care Club,
a licensed non-profit, at 650-359-6322
or 650-720-0152.

decorated tree is a great gift in itself,
even though its  magical wonderment
was enjoyed for one day, as Santa took
it away by the next morning.

 The tree lights were brightly re-
flecting from off the top of something
made of wood half hidden beneath its
thin tree limbs. At first I just stood
staring, then I approached it and found
a note from Santa attached.

Dear Tommy: here is a desk I brought
all the way from the North Pole, “May
it offer you a warm snugly feeling now,
and in the years to come.

It had three drawers; something my
brother’s desk didn’t have. I ran my
hands over the finish and it truly made
me feel warm and snuggly.

 Maybe it was the magic of the tree
lights that added to that moment, what-
ever it was I never forgot it.

It wasn’t until considerable time had
passed before the name of the desk
maker was revealed to me; it was my
grandfather.

He had built it in the basement stor-
age sized workshop beneath his flat in
San Francisco.

He often retired into this storage
space where he became lost in his many
wood working projects and where he
could also smoke his cigar and pause for
a wee drap from his whiskey jar.

As the years ticked by the desk be-
came consigned to a storage space in a
relative’s garage where it was near for-
gotten. It had been painted green and
sufficed as a surface to stack debris
onto.

Ten years ago I received a phone call
telling me that the desk had become an
obstruction and it was about to be dis-
posed of.

I quickly retrieved it and began the
long tedious process of restoring it to its
original condition. It is now resting in
our entry hall where I walk on a regular
basis.

I often pause to run my hand over its
top and like magic I recall that Christ-
mas morning and the words: “warm
snugly feeling”.

Yesterday I stood gazing at the desk,
and from that vantage point, the Christ-
mas tree lights were once again reflect-
ing from off  its clear finish; and I recall
the warmth and joy it brought me on that
special Christmas morning so long ago.

I thought how lucky I am to have a
Warm Snugly Place where I can pause
and reflect on the GOOD things in my
life. Such as faithful friends, my many
Joys from yesteryears, my Art and the
sharing of my thoughts and glad tidings.

“May all  of You also find a Warm
Snugly Feeling now, and for the years to
come.”

Tom Jackson
Pacifica

BY BARBARA ARIETTA

SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

The Pacifica Library Founda-
tion is dedicated to supporting the
delivery of quality library services
to all citizens of our community
through leadership, fund develop-
ment and public support.

With the goal of developing a
community-supported plan for
building a 21st century modern life-
long learning center library, and in
cooperation with the City of Paci-
fica and the San Mateo County Li-
brary System, t he Pacifica Library
Foundation has recently launched
its community outreach arm, Paci-
fica Connected.

Pacifica Connected — over the
next three years - will provide a
path for Pacifica to determine how
it wants this learning center library
to serve the community, where it
should be located, and how best to
fund it.

In the first year of this effort,
2008-2009, Pacifica Connected is
inviting leaders of organizations and

institutions representing six sectors
within the community to join together
to explore how such a facility can
contribute to their goals with infor-
mation space, and collaborative sup-
port.

Year Two 2009-2010 will see Paci-
fica Connected challenging contem-
porary myths and expanding commu-
nity awareness. With a defined shared
vision, the Pacifica Library
Foundation’s Pacifica Connected will
join with leaders of Pacifica’s organi-
zations and institutions to present the
exciting opportunities to all residents
in community forums, membership
and neighborhood meetings.

Information will be posted on the
Foundation’s website and reported in
the Pacifica Tribune. Everyone will
be encouraged to offer additional feed-
back in person, at meetings and online.
These additional ideas and recom-
mendations will be incorporated to
ensure the shared vision is a reflection
of the entire community.

Finding the best site will be a criti-
cal factor. Prompt action will be the
order of the day, as the few remaining

suitable sites are in constant danger of
being dedicated to other types of de-
velopment. The criteria pulled from
the shared vision will help the Foun-
dation to determine and recommend
the best possible site to the City Coun-
cil.

The Foundation is dedicated to
making sure that any recommenda-
tion takes into account Pacifica’s
larger economic, social, growth and
development needs.

In the final year three, 2010-2011
the emphasis will be on inspiring ac-
tion and mobilizing the community.
Identifying the necessary financing is
the last and most important step. The
cost and best financing options will be
determined once the most effective
and efficient use of the space, as well
as the facility’s location, are defined.

This shared vision will become a
guide for seeking public-private part-
nerships to build this facility. The
ideas for innovative use and shared
programming open new doors for
funding, from corporations and foun-
dations to state funding. The goal of
the Pacifica Library Foundation’s

Library Foundation launches outreach effort
to help build new 21st century learning center

Pacifica Connected is to build a port-
folio of external funding options that
will cover at least 85 percent of the
construction. The county library sys-
tem will cover the majority of the
furnishings.

The generous contribution of the
Pacifica community to the Holiday
Fund will help create this shared vi-
sion.

With the community’s support,
the Foundation will be ready to launch
a capital campaign, in the not too
distant future, that will help build
Pacifica’s own distinctive modern
21st century lifelong learning center
library. This step will reduce the city’s
expenditures for library operation and
expand its ability to serve a wide
range of needs across all generations.

And although this effort seeks out
a new type of community volunteer
involvement, this task cannot be ac-
complished with volunteers alone.
Generous financial support will be
an integral factor in helping the mo-
mentum to continue. Contributions
made now will make a difference for
generations to come.
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Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How are your elves? Santa,

how are you and how are
things? May I have an
XBox360? I would like one be-
cause it has better games.

From,From,From,From,From,
FrankFrankFrankFrankFrank

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs.

Claus? I hope Rudolph is not
sick. I wish I could go on your
sled and see Rudolph. For
Christmas, I want Pokeman
Platinum for my DS. I think it
will be fun to be different char-
acters. I am leaving some-
thing for you and your rein-
deer.

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
Himal McCarthyHimal McCarthyHimal McCarthyHimal McCarthyHimal McCarthy

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How are you and your nine

reindeer?  I want a Wii with a
Wii remote with a nunchuk, and
Wii Sports. I hope you have a
Merry Christmans, Santa!

FromFromFromFromFrom
Vincent O’BrienVincent O’BrienVincent O’BrienVincent O’BrienVincent O’Brien

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How are you and your rein-

deer?  Is the Northpole fun? I
would like Ruthie and Kit, the
American Girl dolls. The rea-

son I want them is because
they are cute, cuddly, and fun!

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
Emilia EnglandEmilia EnglandEmilia EnglandEmilia EnglandEmilia England

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
I hope you feel good for

Christmas.  ll I want is a Wii and
Boom Blocks.  I want Boom
Blocks because I saw it on a
commerical and it looks so
cool.  My friend has a Wii and it
is fun!!! Merry Christmas
SANTA!!!

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
Jareed JuliamJareed JuliamJareed JuliamJareed JuliamJareed Juliam

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! I’m glad

that you liked those little treats
I gave you last year. I can’t
believe you have never had
them before! One thing I want
more than any thing is a baby
puppy! My whole family wants
one!  Can you give a perfect
one please? How is Mrs. Claus,
you, Dasher, Dancer,
Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid,
Donner, Blitzen, Rudolph and
the elves Is every thing ready
for Christmas? How many pre-
sents do the elves have to
make? Can you bring coal for
Brando because he’s being
very naughty!

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
Marina ParisMarina ParisMarina ParisMarina ParisMarina Paris

Dear Santa Claus,Dear Santa Claus,Dear Santa Claus,Dear Santa Claus,Dear Santa Claus,
Merry Christmas!  How are

you? I really want a Wii and
thank you for the iPod I got
last Christmas!

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
Liam NorrLiam NorrLiam NorrLiam NorrLiam Norr

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How are you? How are your

reindeer? Is the factory on
time? I would love a violin be-
cause I want to learn how to
play it and I like them. Merry
Christmas!

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
Sydney CrimsSydney CrimsSydney CrimsSydney CrimsSydney Crims

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How is Rudolph’s nose? Is it

still shiny?  I hope so! If you
can get me an iPod, can I
have one please? I would like
it so on weekends I can listen
to it.  How are the elves? How
cold is the Northpole thanks
for the PSP that you gave me
last year.

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
Jared HanselJared HanselJared HanselJared HanselJared Hansel

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How are your reindeer? Is

Mrs. Claus okay? How are the
elves? How are you? I haven’t
been perfect, but I’ve been
good. For Christmas may I
please have a brown, tiny
puppy with a blanky, bowl, dog
toys, and portable house.
Thanks Santa!

FromFromFromFromFrom
Constance JovesConstance JovesConstance JovesConstance JovesConstance Joves

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I wish

you a Merry Christmas. Can we
please have a star for our tree
because we would like a new
tree topper.

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
Sarah DyquistoSarah DyquistoSarah DyquistoSarah DyquistoSarah Dyquisto

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How are you? Christmas is

soon! How is your wife? Are
you ready to fly on Christmas?
Is everything going smoothly
for Christmas? How did you
get your job? While you are
thinking about that, I was won-
dering if I can have a female
pup. I have always wanted
one.

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
Mayalani LealMayalani LealMayalani LealMayalani LealMayalani Leal

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How are you doing? This year

I want a hamster because my
cousin has one and I love them.

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
HanaHanaHanaHanaHana

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How are your reindeer? Are

they ready to fly? I hope you
give my sister some stuff. How
is Mrs. Claus doing? Is she ex-
cited? I hope so. How is
Rudolph’s nose? Is it red? I hope
so. This is what I really want you
to bring me The Republic
Fighter Tank. Thank you, Santa!

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
Jack BellingerJack BellingerJack BellingerJack BellingerJack Bellinger

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How are you? Are you ready

to fly your sleigh?  How are your
reindeer?  I believe in you!  May
I please have an American Girl

doll because I have always
wanted one for so long and can
I have the Mia, American Girl
doll?

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
Kaia FordKaia FordKaia FordKaia FordKaia Ford
P.S. How did you get your

job?

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas! How are

you doing? If you want to know
how I’m doing, I’m doing fine.
We are doing good. We are
learning about clocks. If you
can, and if your elves can make
this thing, this thing is an iPod.

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
FabiFabiFabiFabiFabi

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
How are you? How is the

workshop? May I please have
a flute and songs for it? I want
an instrument. I promise I will
practice every day.

From,From,From,From,From,
Katie O’LearyKatie O’LearyKatie O’LearyKatie O’LearyKatie O’Leary

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas!  How are

you? How are Mrs. Claus and
the reindeer? I want a DS for
Christmas. Did you ever have a
snowstorm in the NorthPole?
Please be careful.

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
CeCe OropezaCeCe OropezaCeCe OropezaCeCe OropezaCeCe Oropeza

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
I hope you are doing good!

How are your reindeer? Are
they doing good? I wish you
good luck for Christmas! For
Christmas can I please have a
gold necklace with a Celtic W
on it if you are not too busy? I
want one because I broke my
mom’s and I want to give it to
her.  Thank you!

Love,Love,Love,Love,Love,
Eise Lynn ReidEise Lynn ReidEise Lynn ReidEise Lynn ReidEise Lynn Reid

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
Can you bring me a brown

train and a red scooter and a
helmet? Thank you. “You’re
welcome,” said Santa.

Montgomerey Panes, 4Montgomerey Panes, 4Montgomerey Panes, 4Montgomerey Panes, 4Montgomerey Panes, 4
Sea Spray CourtSea Spray CourtSea Spray CourtSea Spray CourtSea Spray Court

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
Thank you very much for

all my gifts last year.
This year I would like for
grandma to get better. I
would also like some blocks
so I can learn to stackk
them. I would also like for
my sissy to get an Ihome for
her room. Tell your
reindeers “Hi” fro me. I
will leave you milk and
cookies like last year.
Love Jacob. P.S. Mommy and
Daddy have been good all
year too!

Jacob Kane, 14 monthsJacob Kane, 14 monthsJacob Kane, 14 monthsJacob Kane, 14 monthsJacob Kane, 14 months
Greenway DriveGreenway DriveGreenway DriveGreenway DriveGreenway Drive

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
I want rollerskates please,

please. I would also like a radio
and a My Generation doll.

Emily Day, 4-1/2Emily Day, 4-1/2Emily Day, 4-1/2Emily Day, 4-1/2Emily Day, 4-1/2
Monte Verde DriveMonte Verde DriveMonte Verde DriveMonte Verde DriveMonte Verde Drive

Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want

rollerskates with 4 wheels on
the side and a radio. re you feel-
ing good for Christmas?

Lindsay Day, 6-1/2Lindsay Day, 6-1/2Lindsay Day, 6-1/2Lindsay Day, 6-1/2Lindsay Day, 6-1/2
Monte Verde DriMonte Verde DriMonte Verde DriMonte Verde DriMonte Verde Driveveveveve
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Clarification
Editor:
It was my understanding that the

$15,000 figure quoted by the City
Attorney as the amount of legal fees
needed for the garbage contract was
the amount necessary if Coastside’s
contract was revised, not the amount
needed for a new contract.

Chris Porter
Linda Mar


