
TRASH TALK
Pacifica Riptide’s ace reporter 
Lionel Emde posted a real 
scoop over the weekend about 
the city’s November 30 “com-
munity forum on solid waste
disposal services, including
recycling.” Garbage collection
was the main topic, but also
that the notice fulfilling the
legal requirement appeared
on page 17A of the Pacifica
Tribune (November 25). Why
page 17A with no news story
attached? “Tribune publisher/
editor Elaine Larsen told me
that the notice was received
just before the newspaper’s
publication deadline, and
there wasn’t time to do a story,
much less give it more promi-
nent placement. If it weren’t
for Elaine, I never would have
known the notice was there.
I went right over it,” Lionel
wrote. “Now why would such
an important, once-in-a-life-

time event such as changing 
trash collection firms be so
under-noticed? Maybe because 
it’s becoming evident that the 
City of Pacifica wants to shove
the problem/contract at Recol-
ogy and not do a request for
proposal process (RFP). An
RFP might (horrors!) protect
the ratepayers, who have
been paying the highest rates
for garbage collection in San
Mateo County, courtesy of the
gougemasters at Coastside
Scavenger. And, of course, the
city mustn’t be let off the hook
for its complete lack of over-
sight between 1995 and 2006.
An RFP would encourage a
competitive bidding process—
you know, that thing you’ve
heard of and never seen here
in Pacifica. The city manager
characterized this process as
‘contentious,’ and he’s right—
it’s really a bitch when all of
us unwashed citizens come

out and speak our minds. But
it’s important that we do so,
and ask that an RFP be insti-
tuted for this contract, and tell 
them what we’d like to see in
recycling services—something 
other than being told by Coast-
side Scavenger that containers
bearing recycling numbers 1,
6, and 7 be ‘thrown away.’”

CLASS ACT
Assemblymember Jerry Hill,
D-San Mateo, has volun-
tarily reduced his salary by 
an additional 10 percent, for
a cumulative reduction of
20 percent. On February 20,
2009, the day the budget was
signed, Assemblymember Hill 
voluntarily reduced his sal-
ary by 10 percent, consistent
with the state employee salary
reductions. “I feel that this
additional salary reduction 
request is necessary in light of
last week’s announcement by
the Legislative Analyst’s Office
that our state faces a $20 bil-
lion budget deficit in 2010 and
the fact that state employees
continue to receive furloughs
and salary reductions,” said
Assemblymember Hill.

DO THE TWIST
In the San Francisco Chron-
icle (November 26) “Band-
width” review of White Pee,
bandleader Michael Boul 

says the band’s name means
“the stream of life.” Here is 
the opening paragraph of 
the review: “This quartet’s
eldritch sounds are hard to
pin down. Guitar, percussion
and knob twists emit abstract 
oscillations that range from 
unexpected abrasive noise to 
ambient drone. The band’s
music sounds shapeless—with
nominal structure and no ap-
parent breaks defining songs. 
White Pee plays with one’s
expectations: The listener is
hypnotized by the meditative
quality of minimal, elongated
synth whispers, and then 
startled by a jarring, resistant 
guitar growl.” I don’t know
which sounds worse, the re-
view or the music.

BIZARRE DREAMS
Psychologist Darren Lipnicki 
of Perth, Australia, writing in 
a recent issue of the Journal
of Medical Hypotheses, says 
that people have more bizarre
dreams during low geomag-
netic periods coinciding with
high solar winds. If you can
make sense of this, please ex-
plain it to me. I just report the
news from Earthweek.com. 

SPAM POLLUTES
Who knows how much energy
it takes to send, process, and 
filter all the email we get and

send all day long! Several 
studies have been done on the
amount of electricity and gas
it takes to power the Internet. 
Sending an email may save a 
tree, but how much does it cost
in other terms? It’s yet another
conundrum in the ongoing 
saga of modern civilization’s 
unintended consequences. 

ECONOMY REBOUNDS?
After my annual Thanksgiv-
ing bike ride around Linda 
Mar, and based on admittedly 
subjective data (my nose), I 
can report that this year more
homes were roasting turkeys
and baking pies than in the
past few years. It smelled won-
derful out there! But I have a 
question for the Oxymoron De-
partment at Ford Motor Com-
pany: How can a car named
Freestyle also be Limited?

SWAMI SEZ
“A pirate does not use the
word ‘fabulous.’ Ever!” (Pirate
Law Number 19)

MAYBURRITOVILLE 
DOT COM
•Web Sites: Pacifi ca Tribune,
Wandering & Wondering,
Goofbuster
•Blogs: Pacifi ca Riptide, In
Peninsula Coastside (SF Gate) 
•Email:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Too many residents in
our region have experienced 
the devastating effects of
this year’s Great Recession. 
Unemployment has reached 
record highs. More families 
than ever before are seeking 
shelter. The nonprofit organi-

zations that provide direct ser-
vices to the most vulnerable in
our communities are strained
to the breaking point.

The number of low-income 
households that do not have
electricity because they have 
fallen behind on payments

jumped 75 percent this year. 
More than two thirds of the 
requests for food assistance 
at Second Harvest Food Bank 
of Santa Clara and San Mateo 
counties are from people who 
have never sought help before. 
Think about that – people who 
have never needed food be-
fore but need it now.

During this economic cri-
sis, our economy has lost hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs. 
The belief that our communi-
ties can recover without em-
ployment, which provides the 
necessary income for housing 
and other basic necessities as 
well as other consumer spend-
ing, is deeply troubling. A job-
less recovery is not in my view
a recovery. Our communities 

will not fully recover until ev-
eryone who wants work can 
find a job at a livable wage.

It is easy to get discour-
aged by the statistics and by 
the impact of the economic
crisis. But it is during times 
of crisis that communities are 
defined. None of us can con-
trol the global economy and 
the pace of recovery. But each 
of us can make a choice to 
help someone else. By helping 
others, we build community 
and defi ne what is important 
to us individually and col-
lectively. At the community 
foundation, where we have
provided millions of dollars
in grants for additional food 
and shelter during the past 
year, we have learned in our 

work that every little bit helps. 
This holiday season, I encour-
age you to give to those who 
need your help. The decision 
to give provides hope, not only 
to those who receive but also 
to those of us who give back 
to your neighbors and our 
community. As you consider 
contributing to The Pacifica
Tribune’s Holiday Fund and 
other worthwhile causes, re-
member that your decision will 
make a difference. Together,
we can demonstrate the true 
meaning of community. To 
learn more about Silicon Val-
ley Community Foundation, 
visit www.siliconvalleycf.org.

Emmett D. Carson is CEO 
and president of Silicon Val-

ley Community Foundation, 
which is a catalyst and leader 
for innovative solutions to 
our region’s most challeng-
ing problems. Serving all of 
San Mateo and Santa Clara 
counties, the community 
foundation has $1.5 billion 
in assets under management 
and 1,500 philanthropic 
funds. The community 
foundation provides grants 
through donor advised and 
corporate funds in addition 
to its own Community En-
dowment Fund.  In addition, 
the community foundation
serves as a regional center
for philanthropy, providing 
donors simple and effective 
ways to give locally and 
around the world.

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering

Community Forum & Opinions

My Turn
Emmett D. Carson, Ph.D.

508 Pacifica Tribune, December 2, 2009 − Page 13A

out there are saying to
themselves “I don’t care. 
I don’t live in Sharp Park
and I don’t play golf.” Well, 
I personally live in Sharp 
Park but don’t play golf.
But I like the view. It is
beautiful and it’s there. Do 
you want a National Park
or swamp? Think about it. 
The outrage.

The organization who 
wants a National Park is in 
Arizona. They send a young
Harvard graduate lawyer 
from a Bay Area law school.
He’s from Michigan, is a 
good student, a nice guy,
earnest and sincere, in-
nocent as a child as to the
righteousness of his cause.
He says “The San Francisco
garter snake has a right to 
live and multiply and this is 
one of the few places that 
he can. Our scientist says
so. Several of these snakes 
were found here during the 
last survey in 1944 but only
two were found recently. 
We will see that this snake 

species survives and the
golf course is in the way.”

Then an accountant says 
Sharp Park golf course is
losing money. Now they 
have a combination to jus-
tify the bulldozer.

Well, Barbara Arietta 
has been able to ask the 
right questions of the peo-
ple in charge of the books
and it has come out that 
the accounting practices 
were translated in such a
way that the money can be
counted in different ways
showing different results. 
Now it appears that if they 
don’t count  costs of build-
ing additions or costs of 
tournaments as cost of run-
ning the golf course. Sharp
Park Golf Course makes
a profit, it does not lose
money. It seems that there 
is a law called the Golf Fund 
Ordinance which gives 
clear directions for money 
use. But it seems that “Cre-
ative financing was devised 
to shift aprox. $2 million of 
non-operating and capital 
costs on to the Golf Fund’s 
operating account.” This is 
a quote from Nancy Wuer-
fel’s report which she gave 
to all of us who attended 

the meeting at SF City Hall  
Nov. 4. Nancy also states 
in her report: “I spent my
entire working life dealing 
with budgets and finance...
I have extensive experience 
analysing governmental 
and business systems, le-
gal regulations, fund ac-
counting, record keeping 
systems, administrative 
procedures, grant admin-
istration, revenue analysis, 
and the flow of money.  I 
have volunteered on the 
Park, Recreation Open
Space Advisory Committee 
(PROSAC) since 2002 to the 
present and as a member 
participated in the devel-
opment of the Golf Fund. I
am not an advocate for or
against golf. I am, however,
an advocate for transpar-
ent, accurate accounting, 
something the Recreation
& Parks Department (RPD) 
has not done....”

Folks, watch this one,  
place bets on the winner.  
It’s better than TV. It’s real
life.  Will San Francisco lay 
down and give it up.The SF 
Board of Supervisors will 
have the last word as to 
what will happen to the golf
course. What will they look 

at? Who will they listen to? 
What is important to them?
Who has the power?

Janet Breger
Sharp Park

Keep Pacifica
clean

Editor:
After several days of driv-

ing through Pacifi ca and
watching other motorists 
continue to toss all sorts of 
scraps of paper/plastic/food 
leftovers/and God knows 
what out their windows and 
onto our city streets and by-
ways (you have to excuse 
most of them, actually...
they were distracted from 
acting responsibly because 
they were having animated 
conversations on their cell-
phones and I saw them hold-
ing the phones...this is, of 
course, against the law, but 
that’s another story). Today 
I noticed that someone had 
arranged to have two large, 
heavy concrete-supported 
public waste receptacles 
installed on the west side 
and east side of Oceana 
Boulevard, just north of the 
intersection with Paloma, 

right in front of Oceana 
High School. I am not sure 
who is responsible for this 
blessing to our community
but whoever you are, you 
should be congratulated
and nominated as “citi-
zen-of-the-year” (or maybe 
citizens) for taking a step 
so benefi cial to the well-
ness and cleanliness of this
great city. It remains to be
seen if folks will be mindful 
enough and care enough to 
actually use the new equip-
ment. I am not holding my 
breath, given what I have 
seen on our roads since the 
summer of 1997.

Rev. Piers Lahey
Sharp Park

Shop locally
Editor:
When you do your holi-

day shopping this year, 
please patronize the Paci-
fica businesses that have so
generously supported our
local fundraisers through-
out the year.

Buy your Christmas tree 
at the top of Cape Breton
and benefit the Rob Sch-
neider Music Foundation,
which is responsible for 

keeping music alive in our 
Pacifica public schools. Gift 
idea:  progressive Pacifi -
cans, one and all: Aaron at 
Florey’s Books on Palmetto 
Avenue just ordered David 
Plouffe’s “Audacity to Win” 
for me (as well as George 
Carlin’s posthumous Mem-
oir), which will arrive 
within the week--plenty of 
time before Christmas. Sup-
port your local independent
bookstore.

“Shop Pacifi ca” is not just
a cliched campaign slogan.  
Especially in these trying
economic times, spend your 
money locally (or at least
try to first) before heading 
over the hill to enrich our 
wealthier neighbor. And 
before I climb down off my 
soapbox: please give gener-
ously to the Tribune’s Holi-
day Fund, which benefits
these deserving groups: the
Pacifica Resource Center, 
Pacifica Youth Service Bu-
reau, Pacificans Care and 
the Pacifica Library Foun-
dation.

Good causes, one and 
all. Thanks and Happy Hol-
idays.

Connie Menefee
Park Pacifica

The true meaning
of community

World Renowned Astrophysicists are People Too
BY YELENA TSURKIN

SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Shortly after I got into
U.C. Berkeley, my senior 
year calculus teacher (a Cal 
alumnus himself) highly rec-
ommendedthat I takeAstron-
omy C10 with professor Alex
Filippenko. In all honesty, I
didn’t think I would because 
science is, softly put — not
my friend. The subject itself 
did not appeal to me, and the
name “Filippenko” also didn’t 
ring any bells. I finished my 
first year without giving this 
class much thought until the
summer came and I realized 
that I had some science gen-
eral education courses (or
as Berkeley likes to put it: 
“breadth courses”) to satisfy. 
My brother, Yuriy, informed 
me that he was going to take 
Astronomy C10 with Filip-
penko in the fall. What was 
the big deal about this specific
professor? Anyway, I jumped 
at the chance to take a class
with my brother in Berkeley 
so I signed up for this course
as well. As I sat in my apart-
ment staring at my schedule
of classes a few days before 

they were supposed to start, 
it suddenly hit me: Filippenko 
is a Ukrainian last name. As a 
Russian-speaking humanities 
major, I was more interested
in whether he spoke Russian
than I was in learning about 
astronomy.

My brother, on the other 
hand, couldn’t care less if Pro-
fessor Filippenko spoke Rus-
sian. The first day of classes 
finally rolled around and my 
brother was bouncing off
the walls because he was fi -
nally going to take an actual
astronomy class instead of 
reading random astronomy
textbooks on his own. Need-
less to say, this intimidated 
me; what was I doing in this 
class? I need not have wor-
ried. I fell in love with this 
class within the first week. 
I may not have understood 
much of the material to the
crystal clarity that my brother
did, but I loved every moment 
of being in the class. It was
simply a joy to hear Filip-
penko speak so passionately 
and break down literally “out 
of this world” concepts into 
understandable terms. I now
know why Astronomy C10

is simply not the same if you 
don’t add “with Filippenko” 
at the end.

However, the question 
still bothered me. Does he
or doesn’t he speak Russian? 
Obviously, I couldn’t just 
come up to him and ask. Dur-
ing every class my brother 
would have his hand raised 
and never hesitated to ask
questions. In an auditorium 
of 700 students, Professor 
Filippenko knew Yuriy by
name and face. Was I sup-
posed to just come up to him, 
introduce myself as Yuriy’s 
sister (establish credibility), 
and simply ask, “sir, do you 
speak Russian?”

Finally, in one of the last
few lectures of the semester, 
I came to class early, took an 
aisle seat and was quite lit-
erally twiddling my thumbs
waiting for lecture to begin 
when Alexei Filippenko him-
self walked past me. With a 
few minutes left before class 
were to start, I finally mus-
tered the courage to go up 
onto the stage and ask him. 
After learning that he indeed 
spoke Russian, I shook his 
hand and returned to my seat

feeling very accomplished.
That evening from 7-10 

p.m., Professor Filippenko 
was having an optional 
three-hour lecture/discussion 
which my brother dragged 
me to. After three hours of
not comprehending the mate-
rial, but enjoying the evening 
nonetheless, I went down to 
talk to him. As my brother 
later put it, “people go to his
office hours to contemplate
the beginning of the universe, 
time dilation, the 3rd dimen-
sion wrapping around the 4th 
dimension — and you want 
go to his offi ce hours to have 
a cup of coffee and talk to 
him about life in general — in 
Russian.”

It just so happened that I 
was in the right place at the 
right time.Thatevening,Filip-
penko told me that he had
a presentation to make that
coming Saturday in Russian 
and asked me if I would be 
able to help him with translat-
ing it. Needless to say, this be-
ing essentially what I want to 
do with my life, I was ecstatic. 
It felt unreal that there was 
something I could possibly 
do for such a well-known per-

son. As I sat there in his office
— a place where people come 
to ask him for help — there I 
was working with and actu-
ally helping him. Listening to
him practice his presentation, 
I felt the urge to ask him if 
he was nervous. It was obvi-
ous that he was, but I didn’t 
understand why. He is the 
leading authority in his fi eld
so he clearly knows his ma-
terial; why then be nervous?
As my brother later put it: if 
he doesn’t get nervous that 
means he doesn’t care. He 
is after all, a person too. The 
whole experience did not last 
long. I started helping him on
a Wednesday and that follow-
ing Saturday his presenta-
tion was over. It was actually 
quite hard to accept the fact 
that we were done with this
project partly because I love 
translating and doing what I 
did, but mostly because it was 
beyond a complete honor to 
have been privileged to work 
with such a famous person, a
great professor and lecturer, 
and above all else an amaz-
ing person.

My brother’s passion for
space and astronomy leads 

him to praise the ground
Filippenko walks on. He 
knew that I felt slightly empty 
after this amazing opportu-
nity ended so quickly, so we 
started talking about the class 
which we were both taking 
and it was then that I realized
that if students were talking 
about this world renowned 
astronomer with enthusiasm, 
then obviously he has done 
something right. Let him 
serve as an example to us. Af-
ter all, he is fi rst and foremost
a person too.

I come from a very small 
high school and when I 
first arrived in Berkeley, its
size overwhelmed me and I 
thought I would not be able 
to connect with my teachers 
as I did in high school. To 
be honest, I still haven’t, or 
at least not as often as I did 
in high school. However, it’s 
these few days where my 
work seems to be valuable, 
and the few days when I can 
offer help to my professor — 
a leading fi gure (if not even 
No 1 in the world) in his fi eld 
— which make up my experi-
ence in Berkeley and are the 
hardest to forget.
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