
HAPPY NEW YEAR
As we hurtle forward into the year 
2010, we leave behind a decade 
that brought us the disastrous
presidency of George W. Bush, the 
9/11 terrorist attack on New York 
City, the stock market’s worst 10 
years ever, war in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, and reality TV. With the 
election last year of Barack Obama
as president of the United States, 
many of us hoped (and still do) 
that a new face in the White House 
would make a difference in Wash-
ington. Well, the jury is still out on 
that one, but I (for one) have not 
given up. Obama faces huge odds
against success, despite his party’s 
majority hold on Congress. He has 
to undo eight years of damage that
Bush did to the government and
the country. Obama has to deal
with huge federal defi cits, high un-
employment, military quagmires
in the Middle East, global warm-
ing, and uncertainty about health
care reform. The list of issues is
endless. So, good luck, Mister
President, and good luck to all of 
us as we enter a challenging new
decade. Happy New Year from
Wandering and Wondering, which
also now begins a new decade. I
started this column 10 years ago.
Thanks to all my loyal readers for
riding the roller coaster. Please 
continue to send me your news
and comments:
Mayburrito@goofbuster.com.

PLANES OF FAME
Tim Brand and his son Evan Is-
enstein-Brand recently visited the 
Planes of Fame Museum in Chino, 
California, and took photos for Ev-
an’s Web site: evanfl ys.com. Evan 
says, “Unfortunately, indoor shots 
aren’t very cool, but the museum 
is awesome!” He also has posted 
videos his father shot of the two 
of them flying in vintage aircraft 
up the coast from Pacifi ca to the 
Golden Gate Bridge. Check ‘em 
out on Evan’s site, YouTube, and 
Pacifica Riptide.

BIG YEAR
Wild Equity Institute welcomes all 
Bay Area residents to its Kickoff 
Celebration for the Golden Gate 
National Parks (GGNP) Endan-
gered Species “Big Year” Celebra-
tion on Saturday, January 9 from 
1 to 4 p.m. Earlier, a bike ride to 
search for California Sea Otters 
takes place from 9:30 a.m. until

12:30 p.m., ending up at the cele-
bration location, Sports Basement, 
610 Old Mason Street, Presidio, 
San Francisco. The bike ride be-
gins at the Bazaar Café, California 
Street at 21st Avenue, San Fran-
cisco. GGNP contain more endan-
gered species than any other Na-
tional Parks in continental North 

America—more than Yellowstone, 
Yosemite, Kings Canyon, and Se-
quoia combined. The Big Year is 
a race against time to see and help 
save GGNP’s 36 endangered spe-
cies. This is a yearlong competitive 
event that helps people see local 
endangered species and empowers 
them to take actions that help these 
species recover. More than $2,000 

in prizes will be awarded through-
out the year to people who see and 
help save the largest number of en-
dangered species in the Park. The 
kickoff celebration will feature 
free food from Arizmendi Bak-
ery, and free drinks and coupons 
from the Sports Basement. After 
a short ceremony, bird experts 

will lead a short hike to search for 
the Western Snowy Plover at the 
Crissy Field Wildlife Protection 
Area, San Francisco’s very own 
endangered shorebird. The 2010 
Endangered Species Big Year will 
feature trips to see and advice to
help save wondrous and imperiled 
plants and animals like the Califor-
nia Red-legged Frog, sometimes 
called “Twain’s Frog” because 
Mark Twain featured it in his
short story The Celebrated Jump-
ing Frog of Calaveras County; the 
San Francisco Garter Snake, the 
most beautiful and imperiled ser-
pent in North America; the Presi-
dio Clarkia, a beautiful wildfl ower
found in only a few locations on 
Earth; Coho salmon, which have 
declined precipitously in recent
years; and the Northern Spotted 

Owl, a curious owl that has had 
its habitats decimated and is also 
facing threats from a more aggres-
sive owl species that has invaded 
the Spotted Owl’s natural habitats.
This is the second biennial edition 
of the Endangered Species Big 
Year. In 2008, more than 14,000 

people participated in the pro-
gram. Since 2008, one previously 
endangered species, the Brown 
Pelican, has recovered and has 
been delisted, but four new endan-
gered species have been found in
the GGNP: the Myrtle’s Silverspot
Butterfly, the Gowen Cypress, the 
North American Green Sturgeon, 
and the Black Abalone. For more 
information and to sign up for the 
GGNP Endangered Species Big 
Year, visit wildequity.org.
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SWAMI SEZ
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the details, as long as at least 51 
percent of the story is true.” (Pirate 
Law #63)
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21. A journey of a thou-
sand miles begins with a cash
adventure.

22. Stupidity is not a hand-
icap. Park elsewhere.

23. They call it PMS be-
cause Mad Cow Disease was 
already taken.

24. He who dies with the
most toys is nonetheless
dead.

25. A picture is worth a
thousand words, but it uses
up three thousand times the
memory.

26. Ham and eggs. A day’s
work for a chicken, a lifetime

commitment for a pig.
27. The trouble with life is 

there is no background mu-
sic.

28. The original point and
click interface was a Smith &
Wesson.

29. I smile because I don’t
know what the hell is going 
on.

Jennie Pitsch
San Bruno

Gift of giving
to our

seniors
On behalf of the City of 

Pacifica PB&R Department,
Senior Services Division,
we would like to thank busi-

nesses, groups and individu-
als that contributed to our se-
niors during this past holiday 
period.

Chuck Gust continued 
with the Gust family tradi-
tion of providing our seniors 
with a Thanksgiving Lunch at 
Nicks Restaurant.

 Over 100 seniors enjoyed 
the bountiful meal they  pro-
vided.  The Nick’s Restaurant 
staff outdid themselves with 
excellent food and service.

November and December 
holiday periods were fi lled 
with a lot of giving for our 
Meals on Wheels clients.  Our 
Craft Class continues to make 
holiday handcrafted gifts for 
our MOW clients—as they 
do all year long for all of the 
major holidays. The Pacifi ca

Police Department contin-
ued their traditional “Folks
in Blue” program. Their ef-
forts resulted in 69 MOW cli-
ents receiving a $15 gift card 
from Safeway. The following
groups continue to provide 
comforting gifts as well:

Beta Sigma Phi, Pacifica
Garden Club, Dorcas Soci-
ety, Laureate Zeta X1, Coast-
side Cougars and Girl Scout 
Troop #1468.  Starbucks of 
Linda Mar has been donating 
pastries for our Congregate
Lunch program.

Our 3rd Annual “Night
out on the Town” Meals on 
Wheels Gift Basket Fund-
raiser was a big success! Over 
$1,800wasraised. Monies will 
be used to fund a special eve-
ning for our Meals on Wheels 

Clients on February 5th.  The 
following City Departments 
and Organizations provided 
baskets for the fundraiser:

Pacifica Police, Fire, 
Parks Beaches & Recreation, 
Childcare, Senior Services, 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
American Legion Unit 238, 
Rotary Club, Lyons Club, Pe-
dro Point Surf Club, Pacifi ca 
Realtors, Pacifi cans Care, Un-
idad Latina De Pacifi ca, Se-
nior Services Knitting Group 
and Stain Glass. Individual 
donations included: Barbara 
Paquette, Rose Briesach, , 
Pauletta Cravatto, Dave Can-
ada, Marjorie Ryan, Steven 
Devine, Penny Tomasello, 
Mr. & Mrs. Kepic, Geraldine 
Lévesque and Carl Newland.

I would also like to thank

our volunteers for the many 
services they assist with year 
round.  Services include:  De-
livering meals to the home-
bound, serving meals in our 
dining room, teaching classes, 
gift shop sales, rummage 
sales, baking goods, greeting
the public in the Community 
Center and much more!  Our
volunteers exemplify the gift
of caring and giving.

We hope everyone had 
an excellent holiday and we 
wish you all a very happy and 
healthy New Year.  Staff and I 
look forward to continuing to 
provide positive programs for 
our seniors and we appreciate 
all of your support!

Jim Lange
Senior Services Supervi-

sor

The City of Pacifica and Mayor Julie Lancelle 
presents Proclamation of the City of Pacifica

in honor of the Pyramid Alternatives staff
Pyramid Alternatives be-

ganasasubstanceabusetreat-
ment facility which emerged 
to meet a community need 
in Pacifica.  The agency grew 
with and listened to the com-
munity needs by including
mental health and substance 
abuse services.

WHEREAS, Pyramid
wanted to help families heal
and grow from the devastat-
ing effects of substance abuse, 
so they went out to schools,
senior centers, community 
centers and county offi ces to 
help.

WHEREAS, Pyramidcoun-
selors work with anyone who
walks through their doors. If
a mom is looking for help with 
her son who is drinking, they
are there.

If a father is grieving over 
the death of his wife, they are 
there. If a family is tortured by 
domestic violence, they are 
there for the whole family. If a
child is acting out in the class-
room or having trouble con-
centrating, they are there.

WHEREAS, Pyramid col-
laborates with other agencies 
and organizations including
the North County Outreach 
Collaborative to better meet 
families needs.

Pyramid knows that work-
ing collaboratively with other 
agencies provides better ser-
vice to the community.

WHEREAS, the staff of
Pyramid are empathic and un-
derstanding of peoples’ chal-
lenges and are dedicated to
helping them. They want to
make a difference and are al-
ways there, giving their heart
and soul, learning, growing
every step of the way.

THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, on behalf of the City

Council of the City of Pacifi ca, 
I would like to express our 
deep gratitude for their devo-
tion to the people of our com-
munity, and honoring them 
here today.

Done, this 10th day of De-
cember, 2009

— Julie Lancelle, Mayor
Janeen Smith, the execu-

tive director of Pyramid Alter-

natives, accepted this Procla-
mation, on behalf of the Board 
of Director’s and staff at their 
annual holiday gathering on 
Dec. 10.

 Smith said, “Thank you
to the City of Pacifi ca, Mayor 
Lancelle, and to our wonder-
ful Staff and Board of Direc-
tors who guide and oversee 
Pyramid’s mission, which is 

to provide community-based 
counseling and education in a
safe and healing environment 
that embraces the cultural
and emotional needs of ev-
ery client. We are committed 
to helping people fi nd hope,
resiliency and life-affi rming
change.

Pyramid’s vision is a com-
munity where diversity, com-

passion, safety, healing and 
growth are encouraged, val-
ued and celebrated.  In this
community, relationships,
families and children thrive 
and the devastating effects of 
substance abuse, violence and 
mental illness are diminished.”
Smith also thanked Pyramid 
Board members that include 
Chief Saunders, Elaine Col-

lins, Oceana High School, 
Barbara Wolf, Wells Fargo, 
Joanne Wynne, Former Vice 
President Bay View Bank, 
Victoria Sanchez De Alba, De 
Alba Communications, Cheryl 
Yoes, Dial Glass, Paul Chang, 
Daly City Partnership, Mark 
Coby, Attorney, Reina Ceja, 
First National Bank, David 
Blain, BPS Reprographics
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