
Like a blast from the 
past, I was cruising the In-
ternet and came across this
article about the defeat of 
Measure E in 2002.

Some select quotes from 
the article emphasized, in 
my opinion, the lack of
competency and leadership
the City of Pacifi ca has suf-
fered from. The article was 
from SF Gate, 11/22/2002.

“They spent their money
on this propaganda cam-
paign that was full of
wrong information. They 
assumed we were stupid.
They treated us in a way 
that was not cool,” Nancy 
Hall said.

“The development that
was proposed was really
out of scale not only with 

Pacifica but with the whole
Coastside,” said Dinah 
Verby, co-chairwoman of
Pacificans for Sustainable
Development.

“The forces that defeated
Measure E are now in con-
trol of the City Council
and Pacifica,” said Ed Mc-
Govern, veteran political
consultant who managed
the Yes on E campaign for 
Trammell Crow.

“It’s going to be squarely
on their shoulders to pro-
duce something better be-
cause that city has some
very dire economic issues 
to deal with and no po-
tential source of new rev-
enues.”

Trammell Crow pro-
jected the development

would produce millions 
of dollars in sales tax rev-
enues for the city through 
the hotel and retail propos-
als.

But to make the project 
work fi nancially, it needed 
the 315 units of housing 
said McGovern and Aik-
ens. “We were not kidding” 
said Aikens.

“A project without resi-
dential is probably doomed 
from the outset. Either (op-
ponents) thought we were 
tricking them or they didn’t 
understand the necessity 
for the plan we were show-
ing them.”

Ask the opponents what 
should go in the quarry and 
the answer is that they’re 
working on it.

Pacificans for Sustain-
able Development’s steer-
ing committee met last 
week to consider what 
should be built at the 
quarry. Mostly they agreed 
to meet again.

If some people think the 
quarry can become a natu-
ral habitat “they’re delud-
ing themselves,” said Aik-

ens. “It’s not fi ne with the 
owner. That’s a $20 million 
piece of property and the
owner intends to develop 
it.

“It’s a blasted, bombed-
out reconfi gured wasteland 
of a rock quarry. It’s not a 
pristine natural habitat.”

Meanwhile, Pacifi ca is
facing what some city offi -
cials predict will be a $1.8 
million budget cut when 
the full nature of the state’s 
budget defi cit is calculated. 

“They can gloat about
defeating an effort by peo-
ple to provide an increased
tax base in that commu-
nity” said McGovern.

“Are you going to gloat
when the council is faced 
with reducing police offi -
cers or fi refi ghters or cut-
ting back on park repairs? 
They say they deserve bet-
ter? Show me better.”

Have Pacifi cans for 
Sustainable Development
shown us “better” since 
then? Do they even have a 
plan at all, or are they just
Lucy, forever pulling the 
approval football out from 

under every development 
proposal for the Quarry? 
Meanwhile the City of Paci-
fica suffers endemic budget 
deficits during economic 
booms, during recessions, 
in the best of times and the 
worst of times.

How come PSD hasn’t 
checked in with their bril-
liant plan to solve our $14 
million projected defi cit 
over the next five years?

 If ever was a time to 
show us common folk some 
leadership, now is the time. 
SHOW US THE PLAN!

But, THERE IS NO
PLAN! The city’s economy 
has just been a shell game,
moving money from the 
Sewer Enterprise, selling
property, and a fi re assess-
ment.

The last Economic De-
velopment Committee dis-
solved because it failed to 
meet on a regular basis.
Where’s Dinah Verby, John 
Curtis, Peter Loeb, Nancy 
Hall and the rest of PSD?

Where’s the leadership 
promised? Where’s “The 
Plan?” 

In 2006 we had two in-
cumbents re-elected under 
the promise that we had 
the “healthiest economy 
in years,” and then they 
immediately ran into a 
$1.2 million budget deficit.
SHOW US THE PLAN!

One candidate won re-
election because he went 
around town telling every-
one the city had a $7 mil-
lion reserve, a comment the 
City Manager later classi-
fied as a “misstatement.”
The city then immediately 
tried to pass a 1-cent sales 
tax claiming the city was 
nearly out of money. Was 
THAT the plan?

New leadership for Pa-
cifica is sorely needed. We 
are in an election year — an 
extremely important elec-
tion that will set the tone on 
whether Pacifi ca remains a 
viable, self-governed com-
munity, or a ward of the 
county.

Pay attention to history. 
We all need to vote smart. 
We need a real plan, not 
smoke and mirrors and Or-
wellian gibberish.

One day last August my
family’s PC unexpectedly 
went haywire and, we be-
lieved, was on its way to PC
heaven. It was about five
years old, and we agreed it
was time to upgrade. Once 
replaced, our old computer 
then took up residence on
our dining table until we
decided how to dispose of
it.

Flash forward to early 
November. My daughter 
Joelle’s birthday was ap-
proaching, and I asked her

what she would like as a
gift. She said all she wanted 
was her iTunes from the old 
computer. Usually I am up 
to the challenge of securing
any hard-to-fi nd wish, but
this was something I knew 
I couldn’t deliver.

About this time I was
talking with Gary Smoot,
the technology instructor
at IBL Middle School. It 
seemed he relished a com-
puter challenge as much
as I loved the quest to de-
liver the “it seems impos-

sible” gift. Mr. Smoot of-
fered to check out our old
PC. Within a day or two he 
had worked some magic 
and, although the computer 
still had moments of doing 
wacky things, Mr. Smoot 
was able to revive the com-
puter. Since our family had 
already purchased a new 
PC, we decided to donate 
the old one to IBL (a good 
feeling, and a tax write-
off!). Before deleting all 
our files, Mr. Smoot asked 
if there was anything we 
wanted to put on a fl ash 
drive and keep. Eureka! Jo-
elle’s iTunes could be saved! 
That evening I went to Ra-
dio Shack, bought a fl ash 
drive, and the next day the 
gift that Joelle wanted for 
her birthday came to be.

As always, how does
this relate to Money Mat-
ters? To me, and many
others, actions mean more
than material items. When
my husband asked what I 

wanted for my birthday, I 
requested a few hours of
his problem-solving skills 
to get a few things of mine 
working, especially a small 
water fountain he gave me 
one year for Christmas. But 
he bought me a gift, and
the water fountain still sits
in need of repair. Every
time I pass it I wish that my 
husband would get that I 
would rather have an action 
than an item. After years of 
his growing up in a family
that is big on material gift 
giving, I will at some point 
have to accept that this may 
not change.

Also, during this time of 
financial diffi culties for so 
many people, there is an-
other thought to consider.
Gift givers may think they
are bestowing a great gift 
but in reality many recipi-
ents do not feel comfort-
able or joyous accepting 
something they know could
not really be afforded, put 

someone in debt, or caused 
them to not be able to ful-
fill another responsibility.
Is that truly how you want 
your gift recipient to feel? I 
think not!

With Valentine’s Day 
nearing, perhaps you can 
think of all the people in 
your life that you love or ap-
preciate and think of an ac-
tion you can do that would
mean more to them then 
a trinket on a shelf, cloth-
ing on a hanger, or fl owers
that will wilt. Perhaps the 
mother of your children 
would like a card saying on 
a day of her choosing you
will take the kids out for the 
day so she can have time to 
herself (and actually follow 
through and do it). Would 
your guy like a “bachelor 
pad” some weekend night 
so his buddies can get to-
gether for cards (complete 
with great snacks you’ve 
made)? Maybe your par-
ents or grandparents can 

use gutters cleaned out, or 
you could purchase energy-
efficient light bulbs and 
replace their old ones, or 
you could repair something
so they don’t have to buy a 
new one. The point is, often 
a talent you possess may
seem so easy for you but it 
would mean a great deal to 
someone that doesn’t have 
that skill. And sometimes,
it isn’t even a skill or talent, 
but just the gift of giving 
time. And there isn’t a per-
son out there who cannot 
give the gift of time.

I realize there are indi-
viduals who truly do want 
jewelry, the latest fashion,
or the most recent elec-
tronic, and you may want 
to come through with what 
you know will keep you in 
good graces. But please
don’t underestimate the 
gifts that come from the 
heart. Money matters, but 
matters of the heart matter
most.

LOCAL WILDLIFE
Last week, two hikers in the 
coastal hills a few miles south of 
Pacifica encountered a pair of
mountain lions on the trail. The
men were able to beat a hasty but 
orderly retreat back to the park-
ing lot, backed up by a stout hik-
ing stick. Rangers said they did
the right thing: Don’t run, stand
tall, make noise, leave slowly. In a 
separate incident, a wild boar on
the loose in nearby Montara was
shot and killed up in the hills.

BAD ROADS
San Mateo County roads are 
threatened by lack of state fund-
ing needed to prevent more pot-
holes, cracks, and further costly
deterioration, according to a 
statewide study. The study found 
that roads in unincorporated San 
Mateo County are in danger of
becoming far worse and far more
costly to repair without adequate 
maintenance funding. The roads
are dead average in California
– and that’s in a state with the 
second-worst roads in the United 
States, behind only New Jersey, 
according to separate study by
The Road Information Program.
“The results show that Califor-
nia’s local streets and roads are 
on the edge of a cliff,” the authors
state. “The conclusions that can
be drawn from this study are in-
escapable. Given existing funding 
levels, California’s local streets 
and roads can be expected to de-
teriorate rapidly within the next
10 years.” The study surveyed all
of California’s 58 counties and
478 cities in 2007-08. On a scale
of zero (failed) to 100 (excellent),
San Mateo County’s average
pavement condition index in the
unincorporated areas was 68
– the same as the state average
and within the “at-risk category,”
meaning adequate maintenance
is needed to avoid far more costly
repairs and replacement later.
The full report can be found at
savecaliforniastreets.org. That
study’s findings are reinforced
by a 2009 report from The Road
Information Program, a Washing-
ton, D.C. nonprofit that studies

highway transportation issues.
It found that in 2007, some 35
percent of major roads in Cali-
fornia were rated in poor condi-
tion, the second-highest share 
in the nation, behind only New
Jersey. Another 31 percent of the 
state’s major roads were rated 
in mediocre condition. Driving
on rough roads costs the state’s
motorists nearly $600 per year in 
extra vehicle operating costs – a 
total of $13.5 billion statewide,
according to The Road Informa-
tion Program, which can be found
at tripnet.org.

HELP SAVE OUR SCHOOLS
Donate to Pacifica Education
Foundation (PEF) at pacificaef.org. 
Most public school systems on
the Peninsula have a foundation 
that helps schools, and the rela-
tively new PEF already helps with 
the budget gap and is very close 
to reaching its funding goal to 
provide the district with a creden-
tialed technology teacher. Join 
the Saving Pacifica Schools page
on Facebook. Saving Pacifica
Schools, run by PSD parent Ka-
limah Salahuddin, tries to effect 
change in Sacramento by educat-
ing legislators, supporting ballot 
initiatives, writing petitions, and
arranging demonstrations. Please 
join and look under “links” and 
“events” for things you can do.
Our state Assemblymember Jerry 
Hill and state Senator Leland Yee
both have been extremely sup-
portive when it comes to educa-
tion. But the governor needs
to hear from Californians that
eviscerating public education is
not something we will stand for.
Go to his web site and write him
a letter: gov.ca.gov/interact. (Matt
Levie post on Pacifica Riptide)

SICK, DYING PELICANS
Wildlife rescue centers in
California have written to state
and federal authorities to re-
quest their urgent attention
and support in dealing with an
unprecedented number of sick,
dying adult California Brown
Pelicans being recovered from
the California coastline. To date,

four organizations (International 
Bird Rescue Research Center,
Wetlands & Wildlife Care Center, 
Pacific Wildlife Care, and Santa 
Barbara Wildlife Care Network)
have received nearly 500 pelicans
since January 1, creating a severe 
strain on human and financial
resources for each organization.
The wildlife groups ask the public
to support rescue efforts by
donating money and volunteering
to help. Contact ibrrc.org.

WHAT WERE THEY
THINKING?
“Last Sunday when I grabbed the 
paper off the front porch, I found
a Comcast flyer lying there with a
channel lineup and bundled pric-
ing offers. The expiration date on 
the flyer was December 31, 2009, 
but it said it was extended to
January 15, 2010. Whoopie! Only
two weeks past the pull date. Talk
about spoiled goods.” (Dolores De 
Cabeza post on Pacifica Riptide)

JIMI HENDRIX 
“The long-awaited official release
of the lost archive track Valleys
of Neptune by Jimi Hendrix is
scheduled for February 9 on the 
Sony Legacy label. The single,
which will be available commer-
cially, will then be followed by an
album of 12 previously unre-
leased Hendrix recordings. The
album, also called Valleys of Nep-
tune, will be released in March. It
features versions of Stone Free,
Fire, Red House, and a nearly
seven-minute cover of Sunshine
of Your Love. Bootleg copies of
the Valleys of Neptune track have

been around for years, but this 
is the real deal, and it’s almost
shocking that it’s been under lock 
and key this long.” (Phil Reser, 
music journalist)

TRAD JAZZ
Karen Brooks and Scott Anthony
had a blast at the traditional jazz 
concert at Nick’s of Rockaway
Beach on January 11. Pacifica
Riptide had posted the concert 
on its event calendar, which 
Karen says really helped boost
attendance and make Nick Gust
very happy. At sftradjazz.org you
can see the YouTube video of the 
concert.

CELEBRATE WISELY
Bay Area Clean Water Agencies 
(BACWA) is encouraging resi-
dents not to pour fats, oils and
grease (FOG) down the drain this
Lunar New Year. Many tradi-
tional Chinese dishes like sweet
and sour pork, and Korean dishes 
like mandus or fried dumplings
are prepared in cooking oil and
will be part of Year of the Tiger
celebrations on February 14. This
marked increase in cooking oil
use poses a potentially severe 
threat to Bay Area sewer collec-
tion systems. When poured down 
the drain, FOG solidifi es and
can clog pipes, costing cities and
sewer agencies tens of millions of 
dollars every year for cleanup, as
well as from fines resulting from 
sewer overflows into a creek or
the Bay. The dollars add up for
residents too: clogs in sewer lines 
can result in sewage backups and
overflows into the home, causing 

costly repairs to the pipes and
your property. An even better
reason to recycle: In many cities 
around the Bay, recycling cooking
oil not only reduces waste and
unclogs sewers, it also serves as
an alternative fuel source that 
powers many city-owned and
operated vehicles. What should
you do with fats, oils and grease?
Follow the simple step-by-step 
disposal instructions: Use food
strainers in kitchen sinks to catch
food particles and scrape leftover 
food waste into the garbage or
compost container, not the gar-
bage disposal. Pour cooking oil 
into a clean, sealable container.
Check baywise.org for free drop-
off locations near you.
 
SITESEER
n Images of old Cliff House, Sutro 
Baths: cliffhouseproject.com
n Take a quiz to see how well 
informed you are: pewresearch.
com
n Stop state raids on local funds: 
savelocalservices.com
n The original RV: gtamarketing 
.com/1937FordHousecar.html

SWAMI SEZ
“When drinking rum, the ONLY 
thing a pirate adds is more rum.” 
(Pirate Law #54)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
n Web Sites: Pacifica Tribune,
Wandering & Wondering,
Goofbuster
n Blogs: Pacifica Riptide,
SF Gate (Peninsula Coastside) 
n Email:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com
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