
Pacifica Tribune, February 11, 2009 – Page  11A

Community Forum & Opinions

Wandering
&

Wondering
John Maybury

Letters
Continued from 10A

My Turn
Jeffrey Simons

the matter, only to be shouted at
again. It seems that I was taking too long
to pull away from the gas pump. (Un-
beknownst to me, the gas pump be-
hind me was out of order.)

Shaken, I continued my journey
and thought about this incident and
what I should have done or said. It
haunts me still that this man was so
angry about being so mildly incon-
venienced, that he was unable to
resolve the situation in a civilized
way. It haunts me still that this man
left the gas station and was likely to
be hostile to those he encountered
on the road and in his life that day.

It may be that this person had
experienced hostility in his world
that morning and thus vented his
anger at an anonymous target, some-
one who took too long at the gas
pump. I know that he has a story,
too. This is mine.

PLEASE - there is so much pain
and anger in our world right now
and we don’t need to put any more
out there. Please remember that the
person who is moving or driving too
slowly to suit you may be someone
upon whose shoulders rests the
weight of the world or an elderly
person who needs to slow down to
be safe. Please remember that the
person who pauses for a moment to
take a deep breath may be facing a
difficult ordeal of some sort. Please
remember that the person who is
distracted and inconveniences you
in some way may be someone who
has lost a job or a home or a loved
one or is struggling to feed a family.
Please remember that this could be
you.

I want the man at the gas station
to know that he is forgiven and that
the anger and hostility stopped with
me that day.

Laurie Stephenson
Linda Mar

Thank you,
Chamber

Editor:
Thank you, Chamber of Com-

merce, for giving me the Earth-
Friendly Business Award, and con-
gratulations to all the award recipi-
ents of the night. I would like to
correct a couple of mistakes in your
article about the awards night. My
real name is David Martinez, and I
am the owner of Dig It Landscape &
Gardening Service. My message for
the night was that chemicals are kill-
ing the micro-biology of the soil,
and that I use natural environmental
friendly gardening techniques. I no
longer feed my plants. I feed the
soil-food-web, which is micro-biol-
ogy of the soil.

I was enlighten more about the
soil food web, by a 12-week Master
Composter course I took, offered by
the county, for free. All it required
was my time to give back to the
community and teach people how
they can compost at home and not
let their green waste go to the land-
fill. I have done my time and some,
because I think it’s a great message
and all people should compost their
green waste, and kitchen green
waste.

I’m very excited to be helping
the Master Composters program with
a garden display at the San Fran-
cisco Flower & Garden Show, on
March 18-22, at the San Mateo fair
grounds. A group of Master
composter ( all volunteers) will be
building the display and all our plants
will be grown organically by us.
The Master Composters will also
have a information booth at the show,
so if you want to know more about
composting, vermicomposting, and
the soil food web, than come and
visit us at the show. We’ll be happy
to answer your questions about
composting, and we can also help
you get a compost bin or worm bin.

Hope to see you there!
David Martinez
Dig It Landscape & Gardening

Service

Neighborhood
schools

Editor:
Most Pacificans without school-

age children probably don’t know
much about our school assignment
system, but it affects them on a daily
basis. In Pacifica, families with in-
coming kindergarteners enter a lot-
tery for one of the five elementary
schools. Unfortunately, there is no
consideration made for proximity,
so every year families are assigned
to schools across town even if there
is one within walking distance of
their home. When you ask why traf-
fic is so bad in the morning, one of
the reasons is that there are so many
parents on the road who don’t want
or need to be there.

Besides increasing traffic, the
forced commuting across town
causes financial hardships, pollu-
tion, and safety hazards for walkers,
bikers, and other cars on the road.
Our family puts 20 pounds of car-
bon dioxide per day into the air due
to forced commuting. Additionally,
my wife is forced to cut her work
hours to provide pick-up and drop-
off services because we don’t have
another qualified driver or car to do
the job.

There’s an obvious solution to
this city-wide problem, and it would
be to add a neighborhood prefer-
ence to the school lottery. This would
mean that families who prefer the
school closest to their home would
receive enrollment priority over stu-
dents who have another school closer
to them. This isn’t a revolutionary
idea; it’s already been adopted by
ALL the other 19 school districts in
San Mateo County. I have submit-
ted a similar proposal to the Pacifica
school board.

If you want fewer cars on the
road and cleaner air in Pacifica, start
by asking the school board for a
neighborhood preference assign-
ment system. If you have questions
about my proposal, please contact
me at mikenorthrop@comcast.net.

Pacifica School Board of Trust-
ees:

k e r v i n @ p a c i f i c a s d . o r g
Karen Ervin

joanweideman@yahoo .com
Joan Weideman

m o n e i l l @ p a c i f i c a s d . o r g
Mike O’Neill

c k a u f m a n @ p a c i f i c a s d . o r g
Cynthia Kaufman

emanning-villar@pacificasd.org
Eileen Manning-Villar

Mike Northrop
Vallemar

A cartoonist’s
sensibility

Editor:
On the morning I was born, the

midwife held me up and asked my
mother: “what do you think this
screaming pimento will ever amount
to?” Mom said: “I really don’t know.
Perhaps he will find his niche as a
pinata or, even worse, a cartoonist.”

My years of artistic struggles
rested within my innate abilities to
decorate the walls on the inside of
boxcars ad alleyways with
poignantly lascivious sketches,
coupled with words of wisdom.

I am proud of my earlier artistic
training where I was tutored by some
of the most accomplished artists ever
to be out on bail. My loving parents
recognized my potential and quickly
enrolled me into the world famous
“Connect the Dots Academy,” where
staying between the lines was op-
tional. This allowed my parents time
to enroll into a relocation program
where they changed their names.

Several people have mentioned
to me that they had attended prison
art shows where they saw so many
beautiful works of art created by the
inmates.

Perhaps imitating is what landed
these inmates in the pokey. Psst, hey
buddy, do ya wanna buy an original
Rembrandt or a Renoir? I can have
either one for you by this weekend.
But you must handle them carefully
until they are dry.

I could have become an obnox-
iously inspired individual (even
more than I am now) if it weren’t for
my cat. She showed me that life is
like a cat box: You can scratch
around all you want while searching
for a space to satisfy your urges; but
sooner or later a change in venue
may become necessary.

Tom Jackson
Pacifica

Kid power
Editor:
I have a complaint about Pal-

metto Avenue. I think Pacificans
should clean that street.

Six graders at IBL middle school
should clean up that street and the
beach.

Ariel Chan
Student

Crab Feed fun
Editor:
The 3rd Annual Ingrid B. Lacy

Middle School Crab & Pasta Feed
was held on Jan. 24 at the Pacifica
Community Center and once again
it was a fantastic evening of great
food and fun!  We would like to
extend a warm thank-you to the Crab
& Pasta Feed corporate sponsors
who helped make this event so suc-
cessful:

A.I.M Sheet Metal, The Foster,
McDevitt, Holloway, and Lacy

Families, Grupo Hispano Mortgage,
Guarantee Mortgage, Johnstone
McAuliffe Construction &
Mainfreight, Pacifica Business for
Responsible Government, Sierra
Point Lumber, Friends of Ingrid, San
Francisco Deli & Spirits, The Fun
Ones and Delmy Dimas.

We would also like to express our
sincere gratitude to the following
businesses and individuals who pro-
vided the incredibly delicious food
that made this evening so special:
Joreth Torpov of Nona’s Kitchen for
his amazing baked penne pasta,
Columbo’s Deli for their famous
French bread (perfect with the crab!),
The French Patisserie for their
scrumptious desserts, and Lisa
Peterson for her wonderful mixed
antipasto plates. A special thank you
goes out to Jim Smith of Southern
Wines for his very generous wine
donation, and to The Rodeo Clowns
who make this evening so entertain-
ing.

Live auction items were addition-
ally donated by John and Michelle
Sweeney, Bernie Machado, Bruce
Banco, Tracy Holloway, Karen and
Mike Ervin, Jim Mercurio,
Disneyland Resort, Half Moon Bay
Golf Links, The Sherman Restaurant
in Burlingame, and San Francisco
Sight Seeing Tours. Sincere appre-
ciation goes to our auctioneer Gor-
don Bowman Jones who helped make
the auction the huge success that it
was.

Lastly, thanks to a fantastic and
devoted crew:

Mike Dulay, Gary and Tracy
Holloway, Charlotte and Tom Jacobs,
Kristi and Bill Foster, Brad and Cindy
Bradford, Suzanne Campos, Lizette
and Jim McDevitt, Lisa Peterson,
Judy and John McGannon, Val
Thatcher, Amy Falk, Patty Falk,
Laurinda Hein, Cynthia Lotti, Vicki
Cotter, Paula Toland, Chris and Angie
Gibbs, Carl and Kathy Weis, Dave
and Jolane Luhrs, Linda Perrotti, Jen
Utler, Annette Shives, Liz and Mike
O’Neill, Janine Galligani, Mike and
Karen Ervin, The Ingrid B. Lacy
Teachers and Staff, and all of  the
participants that came and supported
the event.  You all make such a dif-
ference. All proceeds will benefit the
Ingrid B. Lacy Middle School Pro-
gram.

The Ingrid B. Lacy PTO

Waste of money
Editor:
It never ceases to amaze me when

I read the Pacifica Tribune.
The Police Blotter expands every

week showing the increase in crimes,
particularly auto and residential
thefts.  Most of these  crimes occur
during daylight hours. (Jan. 28 edi-
tion)

 Our Pacifica City Council cannot
hire extra police officers (or
firefighters) because we have no
money. But the City Council mem-
bers feel we can afford to pay
$790,900 for a consulting contract
with Dyett and Bhatia to update the
General Plan, with the project total
expected to reach $930,900, which is
very close to $1 million, as stated in
the Jan. 28 edition of the Tribune.

 The General Plan hasn’t been up-
dated for 30 years. What, if anything,

was ever done or accomplished as a
result of that General Plan? Where
is the increase in tax base? Why are
we spending over $200,000 to hire
a consultant to study garbage com-
panies? Coastside Scavenger
works!

 Why spend nearly $1 million to
update the General Plan that will
likely do didley-squat to change
anything?

That money would go a long
way toward hiring more police of-
ficers and firefighters and help with
other important concerns of this
city.

 We are always being urged to

Beware of scam
You may have received a letter

in the mail recently from a com-
pany called Property Tax Reassess-
ment out of Los Angeles. They of-
fer to reduce your property tax as-
sessment under the guidelines of
the 1978 California Proposition 8,
which allows a temporary reduc-
tion in property taxes if the current
market value of your home is sig-
nificantly lower than your current
assessed value.  The company will
charge you a service fee of $179,
plus a $30 “late fee” if you pay
after Feb. 26, 2009. Their “letter”
appears in the form of a bill, much
like your electric bill, and can be
mistaken for an actual payment due.

This is a scam this company has
been perpetrating since last sum-
mer, with mailings going to San
Diego, Los Angeles, and Ventura
counties.

If you want to reduce your prop-
erty assessment, just submit a re-
quest online to the San Mateo
County Assessor’s office through
this link:

www.smcare.org/homeowner/
property_info_systems.asp

Click “Decline in Assessed
Value” for the application form:

www.smcare.org/library/forms/
forms_declineapp.asp

This service is provided at no
cost by the county assessor’s of-
fice. The reduction only applies if
your house has lost significant
market value from your assessed
value of January 1.

This reduction is only tempo-
rary until the current market value
of your home returns to the prior
assessed value.

 For example, if you bought your
home 2 years ago for an assessed
value of $600,000 and your current
market value is $400,000 (based on
an appraisal or Comparative Mar-
ket Analysis), you can get your
property taxes reduced to the
$400,000 level.

But there are no Prop 13 limita-
tions (typical 2% per year) on reas-
sessing your home after this adjust-
ment, meaning when the market
value of your home returns to
$600,000, your property taxes will
be reassessed to that value.  How-

ever, once your assessment is ad-
justed back to the original $600,000
value, then the limitations of Prop
13 are applied.

Sue Vaterlaus, a local Realtor
and representative to the National
Association of Realtors, passed
along this warning from the Califor-
nia Association of Realtors:

PROPERTY TAX REDUCTION
SCAM ALERT

The Los Angeles County
Assessor’s office is alerting
homeowners that various private
companies are sending mailings to
property owners offering their ser-
vices to pursue a reduction in the
owner’s property taxes. The compa-
nies may charge hundreds of dollars
to file for a reduction in value on
behalf of the property owner. Some
companies also are imposing late
fees if the application is received
after an arbitrary deadline. Solicita-
tions from private companies offer-
ing to pursue a reduction in property
taxes must clearly indicate that they
are NOT a government agency and
that their services are NOT approved
or endorsed by any government
agency. Failure to provide such no-
tice is a violation of California law.

In 1978, California voters passed
Proposition 8, a constitutional
amendment that allows a temporary
reduction in assessed value when a
property suffers a “decline-in-
value.”

A decline-in-value occurs when
the current market value of your
property is less than the assessed
value as of Jan. 1.

The assessed value is the value
shown on a property owner’s most
recent property tax bill. Typically,
an application from the property
owner is required to initiate a re-
view of the property’s value by the
Assessor.

The bottom line is . . . don’t fall
for this scam. Discard the letter, and
contact the county assessor’s office
to see if you are eligible for this
reassessment.

If you have paid for these services
and feel you have been misled, report
this company to the San Mateo County
District Attorney’s Office, Consumer
& Environmental Protection Unit, 400
County Center, 3rd Floor, Redwood
City, CA 94063. Tele: (650) 363-4651.

MEDIA HANDSHAKE
In response to reader concerns about
work furloughs and other issues here
at the Pacifica Tribune, let me just
give a little background on my work-
ing relationship with the Trib. When
a group of us in the community
started PacificaRiptide.com two
years ago, we wanted to create a
new kind of local media outlet—a
local Web site. We didn’t want to
replicate or compete with the Trib.
We wrote publicly on Riptide and
here in the Trib that Riptide would
cooperate with the Trib in posting
community news and opinion. But
Riptide has carved out its own iden-
tity and style. Riptide and the Trib
share story sources and content, and
we credit each other for “borrowed”
content. It’s a good arrangement
that benefits both of us. It’s our own
local experiment with synergy, by
which readers get more than the
sum of two parts. Riptide hopes that
the Trib survives the economic cri-
sis gripping the newspaper indus-
try. We like our ink-on-paper home-

town rag. You can spill coffee on it
and still read the news, but if you spill
coffee on your keyboard, it’s a Rip-
tide wipeout!

CHU CHALLENGE
President Obama’s Secretary of En-
ergy Steven Chu warns that climate
change is causing drought and harm-
ing our cities and farms. Chu says that
if global warming is not reversed in
the next 20 years, California agricul-
ture could dry up and blow away. Tell
your elected representatives at the lo-
cal, state, and federal level to take
action now to reduce greenhouse gases
and conserve water. And we all have
to stop wasting water NOW.

BACON EXPLOSION
Exploding like fat on the fire, a recipe
called Bacon Explosion is all over the
Internet. This heart-stopping, bacon-
wrapped sausage roll is 500 grams of
fat ready to barbecue at your own risk.

GIT ‘ER DONE
One of my pet peeves is the traffic
light on Highway 1 at Crespi Drive. It
turns red for no reason when there is
no cross-traffic at all coming from
Crespi, either vehicular or pedestrian.
It’s very annoying to have to stop
there for a red light for no good rea-
son. Also, braking and accelerating
unnecessarily are a waste of brake
pads and gas. Multiply that malfunc-
tioning signal times all the motorists
who are forced to stop for nothing,
and you get some idea of how this one
light has contributed to global warm-
ing—not to mention frustrating a lot
of drivers. Well, folks, yours truly got
all cranky on Van “The Man” Ocampo,
our city engineer and director of Pub-
lic Works. He and Claudio Ramirez of
his staff lit a fire under Caltrans, which
has sent an engineer out to that blinkin’
intersection to monitor the stoplight
and make necessary adjustments to
fix the problem. Cool. I say: Give
those men a gold star. And a steady
green light. Thanks, guys

ANIMAL STYLE
Last week I told you about In-N-Out
Burger’s secret menu. My fast-food
correspondent emailed this bit of
humint: “Dude, you can ask for burgers
or fries ‘animal style,’ grilled onions,
any number of hamburger patties, fries
“extra crispy,” a Neapolitan shake
(chocolate, vanilla, and strawberry—
together in a milk shake). At the regis-
ter, you can ask for the listing of all
their locations, folded in a neat little
handout, like a mini-map, but it’s not a
map. And you can ask for stickers.
Also, on the inside bottom of their
cups, is a Bible quote.” (U.R.)

INNER EDIROT
“Which of the following describes most
accurately a gathering of managers of
an organization I run? All of them are
correct in some way: manager’s meet-
ing (suggesting a sense of individual
participation in the process), manag-
ers’ meeting (encouraging collabora-
tion and functional interaction), man-
agers meeting (providing an all-impor-
tant sense of identity). For simplicity
and continued accuracy—and maybe
because I really don’t care anymore!—
I always write managers meeting. On
another subject, the national park near
my place in Fresno County is named
after its centerpiece feature, Kings Can-
yon, always written that way in En-
glish since its original naming in 1805
by Spanish Army Lieutenant Gabriel
Moraga based at the Presidio of San
Francisco, who called it Rio de los

Santos Reyes or river of the holy
kings, the three kings of Christian
nativity fame. The canyon never did
belong to those three kings, only
named in their honor, so Kings’ Can-
yon would be factually inaccurate.
It’s a name, not a statement of own-
ership, as in Alice’s Restaurant. A
few literate Park Service people
who’ve been attacked by anal gram-
marians point both to historical pre-
cedence and to logic.” (Pete Hammar)

.

GROUNDHOG DAY
I woke up on the morning of Febru-
ary 2, looked outside, saw yet an-
other dismally sunny winter day with-
out rain on the horizon, and thought,
“Oh no, it’s just like Groundhog Day,
the movie.” Then I got up and looked
at the calendar. Guess what? It WAS
Groundhog Day.

SITESEER
•Peregrine falcons: woodmen.org
•Maps, geography quizzes:
rethinkingschools.org
•44 presidents morphing and other
fun stuff: flixxy.com
•Safety and security tips:
creditcardwhizkid.com
•Find the nude dude:
realholidays.com.au
•Find out who donated to Proposi-
tion 8: sacbee.com
•Jeff Leedy’s humor:
artthatmakesyoulaugh.com
•Backyard Bird Count, Feb. 13-16:
birdsource.org/gbbc
•Google Earth goes to sea:
earth.google.com/ocean
•Land recycling course, Feb. 25,
San Francisco: cclr.org

SWAMI SEZ 1
“Cats look down on people; dogs
look up to people; pigs treat people
as equals.” (Winston Churchill)

SWAMI SEZ 2
“Reality is the leading cause of
stress among those in touch with
it.” (Jane Wagner)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Goofbuster.com
•PacificaRiptide.com
•PacificaTribune.com
•WanderingAndWondering.com
•e: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

shop locally to support our local
businesses, but we don’t have the
stores we need to do that. We defi-
nitely need  “Big Box” stores such
as Target,  Walmart, Home Depot
etc. as examples. The Quarry is the
ideal location considering all that
traffic that drives by toward Half
Moon Bay, as well as our own Paci-
fica residents.  That would definitely
help our tax base.

 I would love to do all my shop-
ping in Pacifica instead of wasting
time and money for gas to go to
shopping centers out of town.

L. Greene
Park Pacifica


