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STOP LOSS 
Nancy Hall recently 

commented on Pacifi-
caRiptide.com about her
trip through the Central
Valley, where she saw 
lots of empty houses and
storefronts. Her post led
to a spirited debate on
Riptide about Pacifica’s
own struggles with the 
mortgage meltdown and 
the fiscal crisis wracking
the rest of the country.
Most commenters agreed
that they want Pacifica’s
storefronts and homes to 
be occupied, giving the 
city a robust economy. But 
there was major disagree-
ment about whether a 
proposed 1 percent sales 
tax increase would drive 
customers out of town.
Another big disagree-
ment was about whether
the city’s commitment to 
develop and preserve open 
space threatens the city’s 
economic base. I tossed
out this idea: Rocka-
way Quarry owner Don 
Peebles calls on his pals in 
the Obama Administration 
to help him get out from 
under his bridge loan and 
transfer ownership of the 
quarry to GGNRA, wrap-
ping it into the existing 
national parkland (Mori 
Point), which overlooks
the quarry. Such a deal!
Don gets to walk away
with some cash and a 
nice tax write-off, recoup-
ing his investment. To
sweeten the deal, the Feds 

make Peebles an offer
he can’t refuse: naming
rights - Peebles Park at 
Mori Point. Quid pro quo,
win-win, everybody goes
home happy. Steve Sinai 
suggested the city study 
exactly who comes to play 
in Pacifica (surfing, hik-
ing, etc.) and how much 
money they actually spend
here (restaurants, motels, 
groceries, gas, etc.). And
how much does a green-
hillsides city like Pacifica
add to home values? (A
Realtor once told me that 
an oak tree adds $10,000 
to your home value.) I
believe that our natural 
resources ARE capable 
of supporting us. We just 
haven’t exploited them
to their fullest. We have 
such an incredible bounty
of open space, trails, and
beaches, including three 
national parks (Mori 
Point, Milagra Ridge, 
Sweeney Ridge), a state 
park (McNee Ranch),
a state beach (Linda 
Mar), and a county park
(San Pedro Valley). But
we have this laid-back,
do-nothing attitude that 
permeates our public and
private sectors. Without 
pointing fingers at anyone 
in particular, I am saying
that we don’t make the 
most of what we have. You 
can blame City Council,
the Chamber of Com-
merce, local businesses, 
local media, even our own 
negative attitudes toward 

Pacificaan institutional 
malaise and depressive de-
spair that retards progress 
and dampens enthusiasm 
for change and progress.
Both sides in this town 
complain that nothing 
happens here. We accuse 
each other of spreading
doom and gloom. We call 
each other “naysayers.”
Both sides are frustrated.
Perhaps the only solution 
is for all stakeholders in
Pacifica to come together
and talk about common
goals and how to get
there.

FROM THE MINIS-
TRY OF SILLY RULES 
If you watched the New 
York Yankees play Team
USA on the MLB Net-
work (Comcast Cable TV
412) last week, you might 
have heard the comically
convoluted explanation for
why the American flag on
the right sleeve of Team
USA’s uniform is “back-
ward,” or reversed (the 
field of stars on the right
side of the flag). According 
to an official Department 
of Defense regulation, the
flag on the right sleeve 
must appear to fly the stars 
and stripes “in the breeze,”
i.e., with the stars to the
right, or front, with the
stripes streaming behind as 
if the player were moving 
forward. The only problem
with this brilliant policy is 
trying to understand which 
way the flag is supposed
to blow when the player 
backpedals to catch a fly
ball. Hoo-ah!

EAT YOUR HEART OUT 
“On the evening train from
Gothenburg to Stockholm, 
460 km in 3 hrs, USD 20 in 
first class, free Internet, and
you could buy a bottle of
wine from the car attendant!
Have a good day!” (Lennart

Lundgren, reporting from a
high-speed train in Sweden)

 KIDS & RECESSION
Morale is low and tensions 
are high at a growing num-
ber of companies across 
the nation. The mood is no
different at home, with con-
versations focusing more on 
money and the recession.
Parents, though, must not 
forget about their children, 
who may be too young to 
understand what’s going
on with the financial crisis 
but are keenly perceptive. 
Jerry Shapiro is a licensed 
psychologist and a professor 
of counseling psychology at
Santa Clara University. He
says parents don’t have to 
verbally express their fears
and nervousness about the 
recession for children to
realize that something is 
wrong: “They’re so intuitive
that they may pick up on the 
symptoms of fear and ner-
vousness that the parents

subconsciously express. The
children then express the
family’s anxiety in their own
performance at school, by
acting out to teachers and
classmates or by a drop in 
grades. That’s the children’s
way of saying, ‘Help, my
family needs help.’” How 
do you talk to your children
about the recession? What 
do you say to them if you’re
about to lose your home or 
if parents have lost their 
jobs? Jerry Shapiro is an ex-
pert on couples, parenting,
masculinity, family finances,
psychology of money,
and family businesses. To
contact him for interviews/
consultations, call Connie
Kim Coutain, 408-554-5126
(office), 408-829-4836 (cell).

SITESEER
See where Bernie Madoff’s 
victims live: madoffmap.
com
See how much money you

can save as a vegetarian:
bayareaveg.org 
Learn about wine at Eno-
versity in Half Moon Bay: 
ritzcarlton.com 
Swing to Big Band music at 
89.1 or online at kcea.org 
Protect your civil liber-
ties: ACLU, 650-579-1789, 
npenaclu@comcast.net 
 
SWAMI SEZ
Due to recent budget cuts 
and the rising cost of elec-
tricity, gas, and oil, as well 
as current market condi-
tions, “The Light at the End
of the Tunnel” has been
turned off. We apologize 
for the inconvenience.

MAYBURRITOVILLE
Goofbuster.com
PacificaRiptide.com
PacificaTribune.com
WanderingAndWondering.
com e: mayburrito@goof-
buster.com - 

Okay, Pacifi cans– I am a 
bit disappointed.  On Mon-
day, Feb. 16, my son Ken 
and I waited in front of the 
gas station on Highway 1 
and Linda Mar Boulevard 
with just a handful of people 
to cheer on the cyclists rac-
ing through our city.

Yes, it was lightly rain-
ing, but the small crowd 
was a poor representation
of this town that usually 
does a fantastic job rallying
around causes.

I felt certain other parts 
of Highway 1 were more 
populated than ours, but as 
I’ve spoken to people who 
were at various spots, I’ve 
learned that their area was 
sparse as well.  Then I read
in a Tribune Letter to the 
Editor that there were ac-
tually people complaining 
about the brief time that 
the highway was closed 
off.

For those who do not
see what the anticipation 
and excitement was about
… here it is (at least, for 
me).  The race was a mo-
ment in history.  Maybe 
not political history, or 
medical history, but Paci-
fica’s history.

When the lead cyclists 
came into view, they raced 
past in the southbound 
lane

Moments later, per-
haps 20 more cyclists 
passed the intersection
of Highway 1 and Crespi.
For some reason, in the
distance between Crespi 
and Linda Mar Boule-
vard, they shifted from 
the southbound lane to 
the northbound lane.  The 
euphoria was immediate.  
I could have reached out 
and touched them – that
was how close they were 
to those of us wildly cheer-
ing them on.

You could feel the cur-
rent of wind they gener-
ated, and you could hear 
the whirr of their pedals.  
It really was an exhilarat-
ing moment, and it was 
such a feeling of unity to 
look around at the strang-
ers you were with and 
know that you have all 
just been a part of some-
thing rare. Each of us had 
known this event was go-
ing to happen, and we had 
all chosen to seize the mo-
ment.

I’d hate to believe that
this event had such a low 
turnout because of rain. I 
can appreciate that some-

times it is hard to venture 
out of our comfort zone 
— something I can truly re-
late to.

I grew up in the Excel-
sior District of San Fran-
cisco, with at  least 30 kids
on our block.  I was content 
every single day of my life
to just hang out with my 
best friend Pauline and all 
the other kids on our street.  
We were never bored.  Then 
one day, an opportunity 
presented itself.  I attended 
a high school on 24th and 
Guerrero, and word spread 
that “Streets of San Fran-
cisco” was fi lming one block 
away and that Michael 
Douglas was there.  I snuck 
out with whatever other
girls dared to sneak out, 
and we showed up – in our 
brown plaid uniforms – to 
experience the thrill.  I can
still remember Karl Mal-
den and Michael Douglas 
standing in the doorway of
a Victorian house, waiting 
for their cue to knock at the 
door.  Karl Malden gave us 
a big smile.  Michael Doug-
las seemed embarrassed by 
the attention, but raised his 
hand slightly and gave us 
a sort of wave of acknowl-
edgment.  And in that mo-
ment, there was a bond of 
comraderie among those of 
us who had chanced receiv-
ing detention to venture out 
and add a memorable mo-
ment to our life.

This venture opened a 
whole new door for me.  
Although I am usually 
not daring when I am on 
my own, courage is easier 
when accompanied by a 
partner in crime.  Because 
I worked on the fundrais-
ing for Pope John Paul’s 
visit to the United States, 
I was given four tickets to 
attend a talk he was giv-
ing.

I brought my parents 
and my younger sister to 
this event, and we were 
pretty close to where he
was when he was leaving 
the stage.

It seemed my sister and 
I were in the minority of 
young folk there, and it 
didn’t seem many of the
older people were doing 
this, but my sister and I 
made the split decision to 
stick our hands towards 
the Pope as he neared us, 
and he touched our hands!  
I am embarrassed to say 
that I do not recall any of 
Pope John Paul’s speech,
but I can still visualize the 

moment he reached over 
to touch my hand and I 
can  still remember the un-
explainable feeling I expe-
rienced.

One endearing mo-
ment in history was just 
a short two months ago.  
On a promising Tuesday 
in January, hundreds of 
students gathered in fi ve 
different classrooms at
Ortega School to witness 
the inauguration of Barack 
Obama.  Students had been 
following the campaign 
and studying the issues 
for weeks, culminating
with the students in some 
grades casting their votes.  
Although these children 
learned this was the fi rst 
African-American elected 
President, they might not 
have fully realized the true 
historic signifi cance simply 
because of their age and
limited life experience.

If January 20 had been a 
holiday, I might have gone
to San Francisco’s Civic 
Center.  But I was just as 
enthralled to share the mo-
ment with all these kids 
cheering and applaud-
ing.  And when these stu-
dents reachadulthood and 
they are asked, perhaps
by their own school-age
child learning about this 
election in their history or 
civics class, where they 
were when that moment 
in history occurred, they
will undoubtedly remem-
ber sharing one television
in one classroom with their
teachers, their classmates,
and their best friends.

These are only a few of 
the significant times in my 
life – moments that change 
you and that you will never
forget.

Sometimes we have a
heads up that an opportu-
nity will be presenting itself.  
Other times, it is a spur of 
the moment choice.  If you 
do not want to participate in 
unique happenings in Paci-
fica, that’s fine.

But please don’t complain 
about them or try to change 
the course of the event.

There are those of us 
who want to remember be-
ing part of something that 
mattered.

Now for a true Money 
Matters tip for anyone who 
may be facing foreclosure.
Most people can stall the 
process by several months, 
which might give you time 
to improve your situation,
by asking the foreclos-
ing entity to “produce the 
note.”

Those are the key words.  
It is a delay tactic that is ex-
plained more fully on the 
website “comsumerwarn-
ingnetwork.com”. 

It’s my hope no one needs 
that tip but if you do please 
seize the opportunity.

Although few in num-
ber (about 20), the Pacifi ca 
Bahá’ís are making their 
voices heard in defense of 
their co-religionists in Iran, 
who are facing increased 
persecution from the Ira-
nian government and 
clergy.

Local Bahá’ís are adding 
their efforts to the state-
ments and actions of such 
agencies as Amnesty In-
ternational, the United Na-
tions, the European Union, 
and the United States 
House of Representatives 
in the effort to free the Ira-
nian Bahá’ís from system-
atic persecution, up to and 
including execution.

In addition the spear-
heading a letter-writing 
campaign to Representative 
Jackie Speier and Senators 
Barbara Boxer and Diana 
Feinstein, local Bahá’ís 
are also engaged in saying 
daily a special prayer.

This “think globally, act 
locally” undertaking comes 
in the wake of the latest 
move in a century and a 
half of active harassment 
of Iran’s largest religious 
minority, namely, the trial 
of seven Iranian Bahá’í 
citizens, members of an ad-
hoc committee to help over-
see the affairs of the Bahá’í 
community since all offi cial
Bahá’í institutions were dis-
banded by order of the gov-
ernment several years ago.  
The charges are “espionage 
for Israel, insulting reli-
gious sanctities, and propa-
ganda against the Islamic 
republic,” all completely 
unfounded.  The trial was 
scheduled for February 21; 
it is not known whether it 
took place and if so, what 
the results were.

Diane Ala’i, the UN 
Bahá’í envoy, stated that 
the International Bahá’í 
Community “rejects all the 
accusations.”

Bahá’í law specifi cally
prohibits involvement in 
partisan politics of any 
kind and strictly enjoins 
obedience to one’s coun-
try’s laws. The charge of 
espionage for Israel is tenu-
ously based on the fact that 
Bahá’í world headquarters 
are located in Haifa, Israel, 
where the faith’s founder, 
Baha’u’llah, was impris-
oned long before the es-
tablishment of the state of 
Israel.

The seven are held in 
Tehran’s Evin Prison, under 
conditions that Amnesty In-
ternational, in its February 
12, 2009 report, judges to be 
“cruel, inhuman or degrad-
ing treatment.”  They have 
been held since May 2008 
following raids on their 
homes by offi cers from the 
Ministry of Intelligence.  
The seven are: Fariba Ka-
malabadi Taefi , Mahvash 
Sabet, Jamaloddin Khan-
jani, Afi f Naeimi, Saeid 
Rezaie, Behrouz Tavakkoli, 
and Vahid Tizfahm, two 
women and five men.

As noted on the 
February 11, 2009, Con-
gressional Record, Repre-
sentative Frank R. Wolf of 
Virginia expressed concern 
over the upcoming trial of 
the seven Bahá’í leaders, 
stating, “The continued 
systematic persecution of 
the Bahá’ís … is unaccept-
able and must stop.”  Iran is 
a signatory to the UN’s hu-
man rights declaration.

On February 13, Con-
gressman Mark Kirk of 
Illinois spoke before the 
House of Representatives, 
quoting Martin Niemoller, 
a Lutheran pastor arrested 
by the Gestapo in 1937: “’In 
Germany, they fi rst came 
for the gypsies, and I didn’t 
speak up because I wasn’t a 
gypsy. Then they came for 
the Bolsheviks, and I didn’t 
speak up because I wasn’t a 
Bolshevik. Then they came 
for the Jews, and I didn’t 
speak up because I wasn’t a 
Jew. Then they came for the 
trade unionists and I didn’t 
speak up because I wasn’t 
a trade unionist.  Then they 
came for the Catholics. I 
didn’t speak up then be-
cause I was a Protestant. 
Then they came for me, 
and there was no one left to 
speak up.’”  Mr. Kirk added, 
“Madam Speaker, then they 
came for the Baha’is.”

Iranian offi cials have a 
long history of severe per-
secution of the Bahá’ís, dat-
ing back to the religion’s 
inception in Iran in the 
mid-1800s, when thousands 
were literally massacred in 
the streets.  In the 1980s, 
just after the Iranian revo-
lution, some 200 Bahá’ís 
were killed or executed.  
Thousands were arrested 
and hundreds were impris-
oned, many for long peri-
ods, some never to be seen 

again.
In the face of interna-

tional monitoring, the ex-
ecutions and long-term 
imprisonments slowed 
during the 1990s, but have 
increased again in recent 
years, and both the United 
Nations and the Bahá’ís 
worldwide are alarmed by 
the recent intensifi cation
of persecution in various 
forms, including confi sca-
tion of properties, desecra-
tion of cemeteries, denial 
of entry to schools and 
universities, revocation of 
professional and commer-
cial licenses, suspension of 
pensions, refusal of pass-
ports, and other means of 
oppression.

Others around the world 
share this alarm, including 
some prominent Iranian 
citizens, as stated in an 
open letter titled “We Are 
Ashamed,” published on 
CNN.com.  The letter elo-
quently expresses the dis-
tress of the many Iranian 
citizens who value freedom 
of religion and decry their 
government’s actions to-
ward the Bahá’ís.

The apology was origi-
nally posted on the Web 
site Iranian.com and was 
signed by 42 Iranian pro-
fessionals living abroad. 
“As Iranian human beings, 
we are ashamed for what 
has been perpetrated upon 
the Bahá’ís in the last cen-
tury and a half in Iran,” 
the letter says, going on to 
detail incidents of violence 
and discrimination the Ira-
nian government has per-
petrated against Bahá’ís.

Even Hollywood has 
taken notice, and plans are 
in the works for a movie 
about the 1983 execution 
of sixteen-year-old Bahá’í 
youth Mona Mahmudni-
zhad (http://www.monas-
dream.com).

Pacifica Bahá’ís are ac-
tively reaching out to their 
fellow citizens for their sup-
port in helping the United 
States uphold its tradition 
of  rising to the defense of 
human rights, freedom, and 
justice.

They are also are hold-
ing weekly prayer gather-
ings in the Linda Mar and  
Manor districts to which all 
are welcome 

—Submitted by Linda 
Leeb Duper, Pacifi ca 
Bahá’ís

Pacificans who are deeply involved
in the community, like

Jefferson Union High School District
Trustee David Mineta,

read the Pacifica Tribune every week.
You can, too.

Call 650-738-9999
to subscribe.


