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It’s that time of year 
again — the hills of Niles
Canyon are as green as
Ireland, the sky as blue as
the ocean and the sound
of a lonesome whistle and 
the pounding thunder of a 
steam locomotive can be
heard echoing through the 
heart of the canyon.

Join the Golden Gate
Railroad Museum, the Niles 
Canyon Railway and the
Southern Pacific 2472 as
we celebrate Spring Steam
Weekend.

In conjunction with 
Niles Canyon’s Steam Fest,
the Golden Gate Railroad 
Museum will run former
SP2472 for two weekend 
excursions on March 27-28. 
In honor of GGRM’s 35th 
anniversary, the event will 

also include a unique pho-
tographer’s special, a sun-
set reception onboard our 
1940s art deco lounge car 
and a moon light special.

According to my GGRM
buddies, a new look for 
the 2472 will be one of the 
highlights of this event (If 

you want to know what she 
will look like, sorry, but 
they told me it’s a secret.) 
But it’s always fun to have 
a surprise. Information is 
available at www.ggrm.org 
and www.ncry.org.

Until then, ALL 
ABOARD!

How many times have
we all been stuck in the 
Highway 1 traffic jam that
extends to Linda Mar beach
or up past the golf course?
Miss a plane flight, a busi-
ness appointment or are 
your kids late for school? 
We all have lost a lot of time
stuck on Rt. 1.

That’s going to change
after years of talk. CalTrans 
and the City of Pacifica are 
moving forward on fixing

the Rt. 1 traffic jam that ex-
ists between Fassler Avenue 
and Vallemar.

Fixing this bottleneck 
will save everyone in Linda
Mar, Pedro Point and Rock-
away 10-15 minutes each
day, 78 hours a year. Almost
two full weeks.

Could you use those two 
weeks you waste sitting on
Highway 1 doing something 
else? We think a Rt. 1 solu-
tion makes good sense.

The major cause of the
traffic delay are cars turn-
ing off Rt. 1 into Vallemar 
and turning off Fassler onto 
Highway 1. That stops the
north-south traffic flow.

These unacceptable de-
lays block emergency vehi-
cles and increases the com-
mute hassle factor.

The solution is common 
sense: widen the road ap-
propriately and double the 
turning lanes, particularly 
into Vallemar, so twice the
number of cars can turn per
signal.

We must remember, we 
are the traffic! Every single 
one of us in a single occu-
pant car is the traffi c. Add 
to this mix Half Moon Bay, 
El Granada, Montara, Moss 
Beach and the expected in-
crease when the tunnel is 
finished in two years.

The funding is set up to 
pay for this because Paci-

fica voters increased the
sales tax we all pay 1/2 cent 
in 2004.

You might remember
the Nov. 2004 Measure A 
one-half cent sales tax cam-
paign.

Then-Mayor Jim Vree-
land was featured on the
campaign mailer as well as 
100 percent of the Council 
(Vreeland, Lancelle, Digre,
DeJarnatt, Hinton) endors-
ing infrastructure improve-
ments that included high-
way improvements.

In Pacifica, Measure A
passed overwhelmingly
11,767 vs. 3,831 (75 percent 
majority) indicating the vot-
ers really expect progress to 
be made.

The rest of the fund-
ing comes from gas taxes
(which we all pay for) and 
federal dollars.

The Pacifica School Dis-
trict (elementary district)

passed a resolution support-
ing a Rt. 1 fix.

If Pacifi ca does not use 
this money, it will be given
to some other town. Paci-
fica voters’ expectations of 
traffic improvements will be 
ignored.

Some opponents to fi xing
Rt. 1 have decided we should 
all ride buses. Or change the 
start time for Vallemar and 
Cabrillo schools. Or make 
parents pay for school buses 
for those schools. We think 
that is unfair and unreason-
able.

We have the Measure A 
money. We all pay the 1/2 
cent sales tax add-on. We 
use it, or we lose it. The traf-
fic is coming anyway. We’re 
not going to stop the com-
pletion of the tunnels.

The same cooperative 
problem solving that en-
abled the Devil’s Slide tun-
nels to be built can be ap-

plied to  Rt. 1.
Fixing Rt. 1 will offer us 

the same traffic and safety 
improvements as did the 
tunnel. As a community 
we cannot allow any more 
delay to a reasonable Rt. 1 
solution.

This not the time to 
throw up our hands. We 
must reach an agreement
because the entire southern 
part of Pacifi ca plus South 
Coast residents are count-
ing on us.

Without a Rt. 1 solution, 
we all will remain stuck in 
traffic, creating pollution, 
delays and missed appoint-
ments. Emergency vehicles 
will remain delayed. Nerves 
frazzled. A bad situation all 
around.

Do you want to save those 
78 hours currently spent sit-
ting in traffi c? Reduce the 
hassle factor? Support the 
Rt 1 traffic solution today.

ISLA VISTA ARGO
I mentioned to some friends 
that I was looking for Internet
records or copies of my old 
underground newspaper, The 
Isla Vista Argo (1967-69). What 
a bonanza they came up with:
Library of Congress, National
Library of Australia, UC Santa 
Barbara Library, and other 
college and university archives 
around the nation. See links to 
various collections in my Argo
story on PacificaRiptide.com.

SOLAR SHIP
A joint effort of scientists,
sailors, and investors from
around the world, Planet Solar 
has made a huge push for
solar energy by developing the
world’s largest solar-powered
boat. The 60-ton smart yacht
is voyaging around the world,
leaving nothing but waves in
its wake. The global shipping
industry has been struggling
to find ways to improve its
efficiency and generate fewer
carbon dioxide emissions, but
despite breakthroughs in salt
water and algae fuels, prog-
ress has been slow. According
to EarthJustice, “ships trans-
port 90 percent of the world’s
consumer goods, including
computers, cars, shoes, clothes
and toys...Ships burn tons of
fuel per hour, generating 3 to 4

percent or more of human-gen-
erated global warming gases 
-- more than commercial avia-
tion.” The futuristic-looking
Planet Solar boat demonstrates 
the versatility of renewable en-
ergy, and a bright hope for how
the shipping industry might 
one day be able to eliminate its
carbon footprint. Picking up 
and dropping off passengers 
at various major ports, Planet 
Solar is scheduled to return to 
Europe in April 2011. This ven-
ture aims to raise awareness 
that transportation and cruise
boats currently emit a large 
portion of the planet’s total car-
bon emissions (PSFK). Because 
the shipping industry is under-
regulated, its environmental
and public health impacts
will escalate tremendously as
global trade triples over the
next two decades -- unless new
air pollution and no-discharge
laws are enacted by national
and international bodies
(earthjustice.org, planetsolar.org).

DO-IT-YOURSELF PR
Media Alliance has published a
guide on “how to pitch sto-
ries to reporters, write press
releases, and develop a press
list... covers more advanced
media strategies such as creat-
ing media events, organizing
press conferences, planning

media campaigns, and docu-
menting unfair media cover-
age.” This is an ideal resource 
for community volunteers and 
nonprofit groups doing their 
own publicity. Info:
media-alliance.org

COASTSIDE GEOTOURISM
The San Mateo County Re-
source Conservation District 
invites you to the next Blue 
Circle meeting “Geotourism in
Coastal San Mateo County,”
Wednesday, March 24, 3:30 to
5:30 p.m., Cypress Meadows, 
343 Cypress Avenue, Moss
Beach. Geotourism is “best 
practice” tourism that sustains 
or enhances the geographical
character of a place, such as its 
culture, environment, heri-
tage, and the well-being of its
residents. Blue Circle is a com-
munity forum to share ideas,
information, and resources for
the goal of natural resource 
management, education, and 
stewardship. No agenda, no 
minutes, no action items!
Check your guns at the door 
and enjoy the company of oth-
ers who care deeply about the 
future of San Mateo County.
As always, the informal talk
is followed by a social featur-
ing food, beer, wine, and silent
auction. To donate an auction 
item, email renee@sanma-
teocrcd.org. RSVP: 650-728-
8720 or bkossy@coastside.net.

HAPPY ACTIVISTS
“…It may be noble, but politi-
cal activism is hardly a barrel 
of laughs. And yet it makes you 
happier. So find two university
psychologists in new research
that looks for the first time
at the link between political 
activity and well-being. Malte 
Klar and Tim Kasser started 
by interviewing two sets of

around 350 college students,
both about their degree of
political engagement and their
levels of happiness and opti-
mism. Both times, they found
that those most inclined to
go on a demo were also the
cheeriest. So there’s a link
-- but can politics actually 
make a person happier? In 
the third study, the academics 
took a bunch of students and
divided them up into groups.
The first were encouraged to 
write to the management of
the college cafeteria asking
for tastier food. The next lot 
wrote asking the cafe to source
local or Fairtrade products. 
They were then tested on their
well-being, and the group who 
had involved themselves in
the political debate were far 
and away the strongest on the
‘vitality’ scale: they felt more 
alive and enriched than those 
who merely complained about
the menu…”
(Aditya Chakrabortty,
guardian.co.uk, March 2)

ST. PATRICK’S DAY ALERT
Why you should never iron
your four-leaf clover: You
don’t want to press your luck.
(Attributed to Michael Shaw,
who comes from a long line of 
leprecohens and shamrachs)

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Here’s a Pacifi ca “name” you
might not want to remember:
Richard M. Nixon. His house in
San Clemente was known as La 
Casa Pacifica. (Submitted by
Niki Wise of Eugene, Oregon)

LOWE’S MILITARY
DISCOUNT
Lowe’s home improvement
stores now offer an all-day,
every-day 10 percent discount 
to all military personnel who 

are active, reserve, retired or 
disabled veterans and their 
family members, with a valid, 
government-issued military
ID card. All other military
veterans will receive the dis-
count on the Memorial Day,
Fourth of July, and Veterans
Day weekends. The discount
is available on in-stock and
special-order purchases up 
to $5,000. Excluded from the 
discount are sales on Lowes.
com, previous sales, and
purchases of services or gift
cards. In addition to offering
military discounts at specific 
times during the year, Lowe’s
has extended benefits for
its employees serving in the 
military and offers employ-
ment opportunities to military
personnel after their military
service has ended. Currently,
more than 12,000 Lowe’s em-
ployees are military veterans  
or reservists.

SWAMI SEZ
“The only thing that stops God 
from sending another flood is
that the first one was useless.”
(Nicholas Chamfort, 1741-1794)

SITESEER
n Schwarzenegger vs. Coastal
Commission:
Californiawatch.org
n Death Race 2010, the ulti-
mate extreme sport:
youmaydie.com
n San Mateo County coastal
tsunami flood zone map:
conservation.ca.gov

MAYBURRITOVILLE
n Web Sites: Pacifica Tribune,
Wandering & Wondering,
Goofbuster
n Blogs: Pacifica Riptide,
SF Gate (Peninsula Coastside)
n Email:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

Community Forum & Opinions

Our Turn
Jim Wagner and Mark Stechbart
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worn out just thinking
about it. She raised her 
own vegetables, canned
and raised chickens.
We never got one from
Hoover. We plucked the 
chickens and made pil-
lows and comforters
which still keep me warm. 
I was so used to baked
bread that when I sang on
a local radio station for a
local bakery I got a loaf
of sliced bread. I really
wanted the donuts but I
guess at 5 years old, one 

is entitled to forget a few
words.

My memory of Lent 
was when a nice, short 
pudgy priest gave me a 
box of chocolates that he 
won at a raffle. (I was re-
ally, really skinny then so 
I guess for punishment 
he passed them on to me
with one condition: that I 
didn’t open or eat any for
40 days.) It taught me a lot 
about temptation and dis-
cipline but that’s what we 
learned in a Polish Catho-
lic school. The school is
gone now but the church
is over 100 years old and 
is on the National Regis-
try List.

As for Valentine’s Day, 

I swept many a floor, in-
cluding my dad’s shoe 
shop. I never got a Val-
entine from him, but I did 
manage 3 cents and that 
bought me one scoop of 
ice cream.

So, Tommy, how many 
Valentine’s did you get 
this year. I got five. Ha, 
ha, ha. Those were the 
good times. What will this 
generation write about 50 
years from now: texting, 
Facebook, Tweeting? I 
wish I’d be around to find 
out. Don’t you? P.S. Keep 
doing the cartoons in the 
Tribune. They make my 
day.

Therese M. Dyer
Linda Mar

Importance
of

Democracy
Editor:
Debra Saunders, SF 

Chronicle (3/9/2010) con-
tends, “March 4 showed 
how little educators and 
students value education.”  
She specifically noted the 
protests by Oceana High 
School students as wast-
ing time out of the class-
room.

On the contrary, this
was the most important 
day for educating stu-
dents. Democracy is our 
system of government. It 

requires that our popula-
tion be educated. That is 
why our forefathers estab-
lished free education for 
all. It requires that people 
make their voices heard.

Education is more than 
teaching reading, writing,
math, science and history 
from books in a class-
room. The most powerful 
learning happens when 
academics become rele-
vant to the real world.  On 
March 4, the lesson for the 
day was democracy.

Oceana High School 
students peacefully pro-
tested in the community. 
Then students reviewed
statistical information
about government funding 

of various groups. They
learned that propositions 
passed by voters and de-
cisions of elected offi cials
impact local services like 
education. The fi nal les-
son of the day was “What 
can we do now?” Writing
letters and protesting are 
the only options for high 
school students until they 
turn 18 when they can
vote.

On March 4, Oceana 
High School students
learned the most impor-
tant lesson of their lives: 
How to participate in the 
democratic process.

Joan Weideman, 
Board Member

Pacifica School District

Fix the Highway
1 commute hassle

Spring Steam is in the Air Second Annual Dog 
Daze of Pacifica 
coming May 1

Many are asking, 
“What is happening with
the dog park?”  Rest as-
sured that the process is
alive and well and pro-
gressing, albeit slowly.
P.O.O.C.H. has been 
busy.  They have raised
several thousand dollars
toward the construction
of the park, have offi-
cially been recognized
as a 501(c)(3) non-profi t
organization, and are fi -
nalizing plans for their
next big fundraiser, The
2nd Annual Dog Daze of 

Pacifica.  This year, the 
event is co-sponsored by 
Pacifica Parks, Beaches 
& Recreation.  Save the
date, Saturday, May 1, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Frontier-
land Park.

 For more informa-
tion, please contact Paci-
ficaPooch@yahoo.com,
or go to P.O.O.C.H.’s
web site at www.Paci-
ficaPooch.com. The
schedule of events will be 
posted; watch for more 
information.

— Beverly Kingsbury
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