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10-YEAR ITCH

When I sit down to write this
column every week, I look at my
long, sad list of topics to cover
and, frankly, I get depressed. I
wonder why I should once again
take a few hundred words to tell
you what you already know: that
the world is going to hell in a
handbasket—global warming,
melting glaciers, the failing
economy, stock market and hous-
ing market meltdowns, rising un-
employment, the health care sys-
tem emergency, poison in our
food supply, civil war in Afghani-
stan, greed on Wall Street, the
ban on salmon fishing, the Cali-
fornia drought, bailouts for zom-
bie banks, Beyonce’s wardrobe
malfunction, newspapers going
out of business left and right,
Mexican drug cartel murders,
growing potholes, tax increases,
the childhood obesity crisis, fall-
ing test scores in our schools,
bankruptcies and foreclosures,
violence on the streets, steroids
in sports, and so forth and so on.
It’s all just too much to take in. |
think about giving up. But then
the editor of the Tribune gets an
angry letter from a reader com-
plaining about my column. (Read
his letter to the editor today; I’'m
not really sure what his issue is.)

Wow. Suddenly I feel better. I need
to keep writing this column. As long
as there is one reader out there who
doesn’tlike my column, then [ know
that I have hit a nerve. I also advise
anyone who doesn’t like Wandering
& Wondering to quitreading it. Why
torture yourself? It’s a free country.
Nobody is forcing you to read it. But
if you like my column, please write
a letter to the editor. And thanks for
hanging in there these past 10 years.
Where shall we go from here. The
one bright spot out there is our smart,
young president we just elected. |
still have high hopes for him. I am
still telling my grumpy liberal
friends to give Obama his 100-day
honeymoon before passing judgment
on him. Crikey, mate, he’s only been
on the job alittle over a month. Wait
and see. Be patient. Obama cannot

hope to fix in 100 days what it
took his predecessor eight years
to break. So this week, no bad
news from me. Let’s give it a
rest. Go visit the new French
food emporium at
thegourmetcorner.com and cel-
ebrate. It’s cool to be friends
with France again. It’s cool to
be an American again.

SWAMI SEZ

“The perfection of traveling is
to travel without baggage.”
(Henry David Thoreau)
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