
with an African or salsa 
rhythm you will love the 
performance at the Chit 
Chat Cafe at Pacifi c Manor 
across from the post offi ce. 
I saw the show two weeks 
ago.  The leader is James 
Henry. You can get a sam-
ple of his music at www.
myspace.com/handsonfire-
band. It was a good time 
and will be repeated.

Janet Breger
Sharp Park

Speed Kills
Editor:
This letter is to the jerk 

who sped around the cor-
ner on Rio Vista Drive a 
few weeks ago and killed 
one of our neighbors. She 
was a great neighbor — 
friendly, always glad to see 
you and never caused any 
trouble, even if her name 
was Jinxy.

Residents and others 
seem to think Rio Vista is 
a little speedway. It Isn’t. 
Our street is fi lled with kids 
of all ages on bikes, skate-
boards, whatever, all the 
time.

Jinxy was NOT the fi rst 
pet to die on our street, I 
hope she is the last. A lot 
of people forget or don`t 
know why there is a stop 
sign at Capistran and Ros-
ita, look it up.

Please people, slow 
down. Thanks.

Jeff Bagshaw
Linda Mar

Editor’s Note: My 
thanks to Mr. Bagshaw for 
highlighting an ongoing 
problem. My own little cat, 
a rescue from the Penin-
sula Humane Society, was 
struck by a car on Rosita 
Road a few weeks ago  
Fortunately, it was only a 
glancing blow or she’d be 
dead.

 Pacifica drivers: Please 
slow down. Next time, it 
may well be your pet, or 
worse yet, someone’s child.

Pacifica’s 
loss

Editor:
It is with great sadness 

that I write this letter. It 
was my honor to sit next 
to Mildred at the Chamber 
luncheon on Wednesday 
and share a laugh or two. 
She was as vibrant as any 
time I have ever seen her. 
She was planning to be at 
the “Finding Aloha” Surf 
Movie Friday and was shar-
ing the upcoming schedule 
of musical performances at 
the Sanchez Concert Hall. 

She signed up to clean Hig-
gins Road for Earth Day, 
by herself if necessary. She 
was that type of person. 
Mildred loved life, the arts, 
people, and all that is good 
in the world. We all have 
lost a great friend in Mil-
dred Owen.

Lynn Adams
Pacifica

Cut don’t tax
Editor:
Like everyone else is do-

ing, us included, cut back 
on pay. My husband took a 
great decrease but he has a 
job. Really take a look and 
there are things that can be 
cut before our fi re and po-
lice that protect us. Close 
some places like you say 
one or two days a month. A 
lot of companies are doing 
this. 

But taxing us who are 
really struggling is not the 
answer. I, for one, will not 
shop in Pacifi ca, and who 
knows, may not even be 
able to live here as it is. 
This is not the time to ask 
or demand more money 
out of those of us who can-
not make ends meet now. 
We all have to cut back, do 
without things we are used 
to, stay home instead of go-
ing out to dinner, movies, 
dances and what have you. 
Buy less, clothing, food, 
toys, make up, computers, 
TVs, etc. and live like we 
have nothing, as we are all 
getting there fast. No more 
taxes. Make cuts now!

Carol Kirkpatrick
Park Pacifica

Support PSD
Editor:
There has been a lot of 

press regarding the state 
of the economy in Califor-
nia and in Pacifi ca.  The 
economy is hitting every-
one hard and it is diffi cult 
not to feel the stress that 
comes with it.  Parents and 
the employees of the Paci-
fica School District are re-
ally feeling it, due in part to 
the on-going cuts that will 
be made to ensure that the 
school district can meet the 
needs of our children on a 
budget that is less than ad-
equate.  

Fortunately, we have 
very solid, smart, dedi-
cated and caring leadership 
working hard to ensure 
that cuts that are made are 
in the best interest of the 
children and the long-term 
fiscal stability of the school 
district.

Superintendent Susan 
Vickery pointed out that the 
services to be cut are also 
people who are losing their 
jobs. While it is hard not to 
feel it personally when your 
favorite teacher or other 
staff member, your neigh-
bor, your friend loses their 

job, it is important to keep 
it in perspective and know 
that the cuts are made to 
ensure that our children can 
continue to receive the best 
education under the cir-
cumstances. Those respon-
sible for making the tough 
decisions, Susan Vickery, 
Josie Peterson, Kitty Min-
del have spent countless 
hours working the num-
bers, presenting the data 
and listening to the School 
Board, parents, staff, union 
representatives and the 
community at large, and 
then working the numbers 
again. This effort has been 
ongoing for years; to date 
PSD has cut the budget sig-
nificantly and the cuts have 
never hit the classroom.  

Now they are forced to 
look towards the staff who 
most directly affect our 
children. These are not easy 
decisions to make. They 
need our trust and support. 
Know that PSD leadership 
really does have the best 
interest of the children in 
mind — and isn¹t that what 
is most important?

Karen and Paul 
Meadow

Cabrillo Parents

Partnership?
Editor:
It’s the dreaded 3-P 

word. A public/private 
partnership? One that we 
can all “get behind?” How 
about Andres Duany’s proj-
ect with a City Hall and a 
statue of Councilmember 
Vreeland?

SOLD!!!!!!!!
Gil Anda
Linda Mar

A real loss
Editor:
Is the light at the end of 

the tunnel really a train?
The news of the sell-

ing of the Quarry hit me 
very hard. I have been here 
since this city had a movie 
theater and car dealer-
ships. It also had furniture 
stores and clothes shops 
other than Ross. There was 
a chance that some of those 
entities would return and 
this city would be a better 
place for all of our children. 
The hope of that has just di-
minished.

Two city councilmem-
bers were in conversation 
with the Peebles Corpora-
tion’s representatives and in 
Mr. Vreeland’s own words  
“positive negotiations’’ 
were going on. In fact, the 
negotiations appear to me 
to have been disingenuous 
and ineffective and prob-
ably will put this city back 
15 to 20 years. Mr. Vree-
land said it was probably 
the economic downturn 
that caused the Quarry to 
be put up for sale. I do not 
believe this to be true.

However, this loss of the 
quarry development along 
with the lack of any alter-
native plan could be the 
catalyst to fi nally see the 
majority of this council for 
what it is, in my opinion: 
inept. 

We do not have now, 
nor have we had, any sus-
tainable economic devel-
opment plans. What we do 
have is Measure D a new 
tax plan. It is a proposal to 
charge 1 percent more for 
any taxable item we buy in 
Pacifica. 

Additionally, if we buy 
a car anywhere it will cost 
us an additional 1 percent. 
This hurts us and Pacifi ca’s 

businesses and puts them 
at a competitive disadvan-
tage. We were told a new 
grocery store was coming 
to Pacifi ca. It is not here 
and what company would 
want to start at a disadvan-
tage?

This tax is supposed 
to raise $1.7 million. We 
are told this is to replace 
the fi re parcel tax which 
is going to sunset, but the 
money from this tax can be 
used at Council’s discretion 
and has few restrictions.
Maybe we can build match-
ing grease factories in the 
unused Quarry.

We have a $4 million re-
serve. I would suggest we 

use that until we the citi-
zens get a plan on how this 
city plans to sustain itself 
without constantly raising 
taxes or sewer rates.

Bill Moore 
Park Pacifica

Not alone
Editor:
Thank you, Jim Wagner, 

for your column in the Tri-
bune, “Pacifi ca Wins, Paci-
fica Loses.” You expressed 
everything I have wanted to 
say for many years. You are 
not alone.

Cindy Canas
Pacifica

MILDRED OWEN, R.I.P.
I am deeply saddened 
by the death of Mildred 
Owen, the beloved cre-
ative force behind Pacifica
Performances and Sanchez 
Concert Hall. Mildred was 
involved in the local music 
and arts community for 
many years, and extended 
many kindnesses to her 
friends and colleagues 
in other organizations, 
including my Wandering 
and Wondering, Pacifica 
Riptide, and Pacifica Peace 
People. It was always a 
pleasure to see her at a 
peace vigil or in the con-
cert hall, where she em-
ceed events ranging from 
chamber music and clas-
sical recitals to Celtic and 
bluegrass bands. (Please 
see people's tributes to the 
life of Mildred Owen or 
leave your own remarks by 
going to Pacifica Riptide’s 
obituary posted on Riptide, 
and click Comments at the 
bottom of the post.) We all 
will miss Mildred so much. 
"She was supposed to be 
here forever," said a good 
friend of Mildred's on hear-
ing of her death.

WILDERNESS WIN
Congress has passed and 
sent to the president a 
bill to protect more than 
700,000 acres of wilder-

ness additions and wild 
rivers in California, such 
as: 115,000 acres of public 
land within Sequoia-Kings 
Canyon National 
Park, including Redwood 
Mountain Grove and Old 
Hockett Trail;
200,000 acres in Riverside 
County, including addi-
tions to Joshua Tree 
National Park and the San 
Jacinto and Santa Rosa 
Mountains National 
Monument; more than 
500,000 acres in Inyo, 
Mono, and northern Los 
Angeles counties, includ-
ing the Eastern Sierra and 
White Mountain ranges; 
and a 29,000-acre Ancient 
Bristlecone Pine Forest. 
This is the largest des-
ignation of new wilder-
ness since 1994! Bravo to 
Congress.

SIGN OF THE TIMES
Good friend Bill Khoury of 
the late, lamented Sam's 
Deli in Linda Mar shopping 
center gave me his Bud 
Light neon beer sign when 
he closed up shop. Unfor-
tunately, I have no space at 
home for this fine example 
of American advertising art 
(which is in good working 
order, as you can see on-
line from the photo posted 
on Craig’s List and Pacifica 
Riptide). I need to sell the 
sign to raise badly needed 
cash. If you want to see the 
sign in person and make 
an offer, our pal Dave 
Newman has it up in his 
shop at 337 Grand Avenue 
in South San Francisco, 
open 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

BIRDS’ NESTS
Photographs by Sharon 
Beals, Helen Crocker Rus-
sell Library, San Francisco 
Botanical Garden at Stry-
bing Arboretum, Golden 
Gate Park, April 1 to June 
30, opening celebration 
April 9 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Intricately detailed pho-
tographs of birds' nests in 
the research collections at 
the California Academy of 
Sciences, the Museum of 
Vertebrate Zoology, and 
the Western Foundation 
of Vertebrate Zoology. 
Preview Sharon’s pictures 
online at Planet Citizen, or 
look up her cover story in 
Audubon Magazine from 
last year. (Let your fingers 
do the walking, Googlers!) 

REAL UTOPIAS
Eric Olin Wright, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, has 
written a book called Envi-
sioning Real Utopias. The 
entire book manuscript is 
online with the consent of 
Wright's publisher, Oxford 
Press. Google the book 
title or his name to find out 
more. And thanks to Jake 
Sigg’s Nature News for 
this and other fascinating 
items of local and world 
environmental interest. 
Subscribe free to Jake’s 
email newsletter by writing 
him at jakesigg@earthlink.
net.

WAR MEMORIAL
Jim MacLeod, a hom-
eowner on Reina del Mar 
in Vallemar, put up an 
antiwar display in his front 
yard to honor Middle East 
war dead, commemorating 
coalition and civilian casu-
alties in ongoing military 
actions in Iraq, Afghani-

stan, and now Pakistan. 
His sign reads: "We are 
waiting for that 'Change'
to come!" Some of Jim’s 
military-style white crosses 
nearest the road have been 
pulled up or run over, but 
neighbors have offered 
help to replace them and to 
guard the site. For pictures 
and details, search in the 
Google box on the top-
right sidebar of Pacifica 
Riptide.

IMPORTANCE OF 
MAMMOGRAMS
“San Francisco magazine 
interviewed me (and some 
others) about my photogra-
phy career and experience 
with Flickr, and especially 
my use of photography 
to spread the word about 
the importance of mam-
mograms. They published 
eight of my photos, includ-
ing one of my mastectomy 
photos. The magazine is on 
newsstands now and the 
pictures are available at 
the magazine’s site online 
and on Pacifica Riptide 
(use Google search box 
in upper-right sidebar). 
My photos documenting 
my cancer, mastectomy, 
and chemo experience 
are available on Flickr.” 
(Deborah Lattimore)

TRAIL MIX RECALL
Back to Nature (Kraft 
Foods) has recalled Nan-
tucket blend trail mix, due 
to possible Salmonella 
contamination of Califor-
nia-grown pistachio nuts 
in the mix. Costco has 
been making robocalls to 
customers who bought 
the product, asking them 
to return it to the store 
for a refund or exchange. 

Other stories may follow 
suit. In any case, do not 
eat any Nantucket mix
until you check with your 
grocer or go online and 
check the Food and Drug
Administration warning 
for the dates printed on the
recalled packages.

ODD BOOK TITLES
A heavyweight study of the 
future of soft cheese has 
won Britain's annual com-
petition to find the year's 
oddest book title. "The 
2009-2014 World Outlook 
for 60-milligram Contain-
ers of Fromage Frais," by 
Philip M. Parker won the
Diagram Prize, awarded 
Friday by trade magazine 
The Bookseller (thebook-
seller.com). The runner-up 
was primate study "Baboon 
Metaphysics," by Dorothy 
L. Cheney and Robert M. 
Seyfarth. Horace Bent, 
who runs the award, said 
Parker's volume was a 
surprise winner, given the 
competition from racier-
sounding finalists like 
"Curbside Consultation of 
the Colon"  a medical man-
ual  and hobby handbook 
"Strip and Knit With Style." 
Bent said "Fromage Frais" 
was a worthy winner that 
had "turned the supermar-
ket chiller into the Petri 
dish of literary innovation." 
Fromage frais  literally 
"fresh cheese"  is a dairy 
product that originated in 
France and has a similar 
consistency to sour cream. 
The book is a 188-page
study of the global retail 
market for the product. 
Parker's book is published 
by Icon Group and sells 
for a hefty $795 (euro589.) 
The Diagram Prize was

founded in 1978, and the
winner is decided by public 
vote. This year's other 
finalists were "The Large 
Sieve and Its Applications" 
and "Techniques for Corro-
sion Monitoring." Previous 
winners include "Bomb-
proof Your Horse," "Living 
with Crazy Buttocks" and 
"People Who Don't Know
They're Dead: How They 
Attach Themselves to Un-
suspecting Bystanders and 
What to Do About It." (Jill 
Lawless, Associated Press, 
March 27)

INNER EDIROT
�n CEO with “pull”: Dig 
this crazy headline from 
the March 19 Contra Costa 
Times, sent to us by G-
Man: "AIG CEO a reluc-
tant defender — Despite 
being on the job for only 6 
months, company leader
magnate for criticism." Fire
the newspaper’s spell-
checkers!
�n Really dumb idea: NBC-
TV’S Sci Fi Channel is 
changing its name to Syfy 
Channel on July 7. Fire the 
network’s lawyers!

SWAMI SEZ
Liquidity is when you look 
at your retirement funds 
and wet your pants.

SITESEER
�n Melting glaciers: 
extremeicesurvey.org

MAYBURRITOVILLE
�n Goofbuster.com
�n PacificaRiptide.com
�n PacificaTribune.com
�n WanderingAndWonder-
ing.com
�n Email: mayburrito@
goofbuster.com

Five years ago, I authored
a Tribune article commenting 
on the big white elephant sit-
ting in the middle of tow, the 
elephant that no one wants to 
talk about. No, I wasn’t talk-
ing about the Quarry. I was 
talking about our lack of sus-
tainable economic develop-
ment strategy that we could 
pass on to future generations.

Given the recent news that 
Don Peebles has decided to 
sell the Quarry, I think it is 
time once again to talk about 
our white elephant. So here 
goes. Here are my Top 10 
Reasons why Pacifi ca needs
to acquire the Quarry.

1) Pacifi ca is a community
without a heart, a center of 
town, a place that we can all 
point to and say “hey, there is 
our downtown.” Think Bur-
lingame, think San Mateo,
Millbrae, Half Moon Bay, 
Santa Cruz NS the list goes 
on and on. Residents of these 
towns have pride. They want 
to show off their downtowns.

2) Given reason #1, the 
Quarry is the single most 
important land parcel in the
City. As the cornerstone of 
the Rockaway Beach Rede-
velopment District, it alone 
offers the possibility of cre-
ating a downtown. In my 
humble opinion, a down-
town will position Pacifi ca 
for economic sustainability
for future generations. Don’t 
we want to control our own 
fate? Or do we prefer to play 
victim waiting for another out 
of town developer to show us 
the way?

3) Today represents the 
best time in recent memory 
to acquire the property at a 
fair price. A $90 million ap-
praisal? What a joke! The site
is worth much less today than 
what Peebles paid when they 
purchased the site for $7.5 
million in 2005. Just look at 
what home values, commer-
cial rents and vacancies have 
done since 2005? Now is the 
time.

4) If the city is the devel-
oper, we can mobilize our 

environmental and other 
community groups to deter-
mine how best to develop the 
site. We all know the property 
needs to be developed. It’s ob-
vious even to those who value 
it for open space or dog parks. 
Let’s use our environmental
groups and values to our best 
advantage. Let them help de-
termine our fate!

5) The city’s Redevelop-
ment Agency needs to be
the lead applicant for coastal 
permits and other entitle-
ments needed to actualize a 
vision. Let’s face it folks, pri-
vate developers barely stand 
a chance against the all-too-
powerful California Coastal 
Commission. Our city, repre-
senting almost 40,000 strong 
and multiple generations, is 
the property’s best hope to se-
cure land-use entitlements.

6) California redevelop-
ment powers already exist 
over the Quarry property. Lis-
ten folks, do you know how 
difficult it is to form redevel-
opment areas in this day and 
age?

If we were starting from 
scratch it would be virtually 
impossible to look the state 
in the eye and say the Quarry
is a “blighted” property. Why 
not use this asset to our best
advantage; it’s long overdue. 
Truth is, we should have 
bought the Quarry decades 
ago. Let’s not miss today’s op-
portunity.

7) The Quarry has both 
access and visibility off High-
way #1. Folks this is huge!
Highway #1 is our main ar-
tery, our lifeline. It provides
much-needed nutrients ($$ 
money) for our community. 
How often do you take a Sun-
day drive down the Coast and 
end up spending your hard-
earned money down in Half 
Moon Bay or points further 
south?

8) Oh, but what about traf-
fic? The congestion? More 
cars? I don’t know about you 
all, but I think the calamity in 
our credit markets represents
a huge wake-up call that as a 
society we need to start liv-
ing within our means. That 
means reduced consumption 
and less use of our cherished 
automobiles. We all know that 
any supportable development 
plan needs to prioritize pe-
destrians, folks on bikes, dog 
owners, a mixed use place
served by public transit.

9) The city should partner 
with the GGNRA in the pur-
chase of the Quarry. For all of 
you who rallied behind Pee-
bles and/or Trammel Crow, 
wake up.

Most of the site will remain 
as permanent open space. 
There is no way around it. 
The GGNRA as a joint appli-
cant on development applica-
tions is the best way to go and 
the city has the power to build 
such an alliance.

10) I don’t know about you 
but as each year ticks by and 
I get closer to my ultimate
fate, I want so much to do 
something meaningful, truly 
meaningful, for my children’s 
generation. I look forward to 
the day when my kids look at 
me and say, “Hey dad, I know 
now why you chose to live in 
Pacifi ca. Oh, and can you give 
my friends and I a lift down-
town.”

Dan Murphy, a resident of 
Pacifica, is a principal with 
UrbanGreen Devco LLC, a 
San Francisco focused urban 
development company. He is 
a member of the Urban Land 
Institute, the San Francisco
Housing Action Coalition, 
San Francisco Planning and 
Urban Research (SPUR) as 
well as the U.S. Green Build-
ing Council.
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