
DRAKE WAY
I started writing this column 
after Bill Drake had retired 
from the helm of the Tribune,
so I never had the oppor-
tunity to work for him, but 
I knew he was still a sharp
newspaperman, because 
one day in front of Safeway,
right after I had written that I 
shop mainly at locally owned
grocery stores, Drake saw
me coming out of Safeway (I
bank there at the Wells Fargo
ATM), and he asked why
I was in there. He seemed
satisfied with my explana-
tion, but I realized I had just 
been grilled by a pro. Bill had 
a newsman’s steel-trap mind,
didn’t miss a trick. So I am 
glad to join my Tribune col-
leagues in asking the city to
rename Aura Vista, the street 
our newspaper is on, William
Drake Way, in honor of our 

publisher emeritus.
IRISH BAKERY
Thanks to the Tribune read-
ers who clipped out Todd 
Bray’s “Time Travel” item 
(April 8) about Irish baker 
John Campbell and took it 
up to the city to share with 
Campbell. Now I really have 
to get up to San Francisco 
and try Campbell’s bread and 
scones.

GARDEN TOUR
Take a free, self-guided tour 
of home gardens that are 
water-wise, low maintenance, 
low on chemical use, bird
and butterfly friendly, and 
attractive. A variety of home 
gardens landscaped with
California native plants will 
be open to the public Sunday,
April 19, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Locations throughout 
Santa Clara Valley and

the Peninsula. Free admis-
sion; registration required
at gngt.org before April 18
at 12 noon, or until the tour 
reaches capacity, whichever 
comes first. Space is limited;
register early to ensure a 
place. Volunteers receive 
invitations to visit native
gardens throughout the year.
For more information, email
info@gngt.org

NATIVE-PLANT SALE
Go to 780 Frederick Street 
@ Arguello in San Fran-
cisco, and visit Nature in the 
City’s Nursery at the HANC
Recycle Center. Greg Gaar,
local ecological activist, has 
more than 40 species of na-
tive plants, sown from local 
seed. Donations are asked on 
a per-plant basis. Discount 
donations can be negotiated
for large orders. Monday
through Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Sunday from 12
noon to 4 p.m. (inside the re-
cycling center). 415-753-2971. 
Some choice plants available:
bee plant and California 
phaceliaexcellent bee plants, 
buckwheatsfor bees and
butterflies, checkerbloom,
cow parsnip, blue-eyed grass, 
pink currant, seaside daisy, 
and much, much more. (na-
tureinthecity.org)

HERON WATCH
Each year since 1993, the 
great blue herons have re-
turned to Stow Lake to court,
mate, and raise their young:
119 chicks have fledged to 
date! San Francisco Nature
Education middle- and high-
school interns have spotting
scopes to show these mag-
nificent birds to the public.
Naturalists lead two separate 
nature walksone for adults 
and one for familiesaround 
Stow Lake and Strawberry
Island. Seniors and children 
are free. There is a $10
donation for adults on tours.
For more information, visit 
sfnature.org or call 415-387-
9160.

GREEN STAYCATION
This year, many families
are ditching the road trip
and staying close to home.
That’s great for your carbon
footprint and for your wallet.
And because you’re already 
in the Bay Area, one of the
world’s most beautiful places,
there’s much to explore. Let 
Bay Nature be your guide. 
Use Bay Nature’s interactive,
searchable map (baynature.
org) to find hikes and nature-
related events in your area.
Bay Nature’s interactive map
is free to use and allows you 

to search by location, park 
size, event date, and topic.
Find a trail or outing nearby
and show the family the best 
of Bay Area nature.

ECOSCRAPTURE 
CONTEST
Whole House Building Sup-
ply will hold an ecoscrap-
ture (sculpture made from
salvaged materials) contest 
in early October 2009. The 
contest is a way of promot-
ing environmentalism, green 
businesses, and the arts. Do
you have contacts in insti-
tutions (schools, industry, 
commercial, retail) with a 
busy lobby where such a
sculpture could be displayed?
The sculpture would take 
up no more than 3ft x 3ft x 
7ft space and would be light 
enough to be hand carried. It
should be indoors for a week
or two to protect against the 
elements and theft. Judges 
and materials (industry,
office, commercial castoffs) 
are needed. Any thoughts
and suggestions would be
appreciated. Please forward 
widely. Contact Paul 650-856-
0634 (message center)

LEAVE THE 
DRIVING TO US
Looking for cool places to 
hang out around the Penin-
sula without the expense of 
gas and parking? The spring
edition of SamTrans Fun 
Transit Guide (samtrans.
com) gives you options,
including information on 
how to get there using the 
bus. The transit guide lists a
variety of community events,
such as festivals, fairs, farm-
ers’ markets, and sporting
events.

SITESEER
n Protecting coast & ocean:
montereybayaquarium.org/cr
n Montara Mountain map: 
store.usgs.gov
n German model train layout: 
miniatur-wunderland.com
n South Bay sugar rush: 
psycho-donuts.com

SWAMI SEZ
“Whiskey is for drinking; 
water is for fi ghting over.” 
(Mark Twain)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
n Goofbuster.com
n PacificaRiptide.com
n WanderingAndWondering.
com
n Email: mayburrito@goof-
buster.com

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering
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Taxes
Editor:
Let’s defeat this unre-

stricted new $1.7 million tax 
city council is pushing on us.

April 15 is income tax day. 
Guess what is going up in Cali-
fonia? Personal income taxes, 
as well as sales taxes, taxes on 
everything imaginable! Where 
has council stopped the spend-
ing? NOWHERE!

In the May 19 election, I’m 
voting NO! I urge you to vote 
NO!

Gary Pate
Park Pacifica

Exercise
Editor:
Okay, kids, here’s one we 

can all do. We know we need 
to exercise our brains to fore-
stall the mental disabilities of 
old age, so try not doing this:

Don’t write a list for when 
you go to the grocery store 
and don’t take your cell phone 
in, either. Do you think you 
can do that?

Jack Dodson
Linda Mar

Public
notification

Editor:
(This letter was originally 

sent to management of the 
Blood Centers of the Pacific.)

I give blood when the op-
portunity arrises in my neigh-
borhood. I (and I expect many 
other blood donors) could give 
more often if the computer-
ized records of our donations 
was used to keep us informed 
about when we could safely 
donate again and where to do 
so. I understand that we, the 
individual donors, could keep 
track of it ourselves and re-
search online where there is a 
blood drive happening but we 
are all busy with other things 
and Blood Centers of the Pa-
cific probably has all the infor-
mation it needs in its comput-
ers already. I think that most 
people who give blood don’t 
need to be advertised at or told 
that we are heros. Just inform 
us a week or so in advance of 
the next time we should show 
up and where to do so. An e-
mail would be fi ne. There is 
no need to waste paper. It is a 
simple easy way to contribute 
something we will never miss 
but may mean the difference 
between life or death to the 
person who needs it.

Dan B. Underhill
Sharp Park:

Editor’s note: For many
years the Blood Centers of the 
Pacific regularly provided the 
Pacifica Tribune with notifica-
tion of blood drives held at the 
Pacifica Moose Lodge. We 
would be happy to resume 
publishing this notification if
the Blood Centers staff would 
provide it.

Trenching
Madness

Editor:
The city has confi rmed as 

of 4/8/09 that Whole Energy 
Fuels (WEF) started construc-

tion of the biodiesel refi nery
but was ordered to halt work. 
According to a high-ranking 
city offi cial WEF jumped the 
gun due to a misunderstand-
ing by WEF. The WEF Coastal 
Development Permit (CDP) 
clearly states no construction 
can begin on the site until all 
18 conditions of approval are 
met, and all the city permits. 
licenses and leases awarded to 
WEF for the biodiesel refi nery
clearly state the same.

To me this jumping of the 
gun by WEF is rather inexcus-
able. What has happened is 
WEF started trenching for the 
various utilities that will con-
nect the WWTP to the biodie-
sel plant. Again in the CDP it 
clearly states such trenching 
work cannot begin until all 18 
Conditions of Approval (COA) 
of the CDP are met. To my 
knowledge and by confi rma-
tion from the City of Pacifi ca 
WEF hasn’t yet complied with 
all eighteen COA of their CDP. 
WEF has been well educated 
in the terms of their CDP and 
have decided to ignore those 
conditions. Claiming igno-
rance at this late stage is not a 
reasonable defense.

WEF has obviously decided 
for one reason or another, 
most likely due to the time 
restriction on the California 
Air Resources Board (CARB) 
grant which runs out soon, 
to start construction illegally. 
It is my understanding from 
conversations with CARB staff 
that WEF looses the CARB 
grant money if construction 
cannot be completed by June, 
2009. This is merely a theory 
though. Why WEF decided to 
start construction illegally is 
something for the CCC staff 
to fi nd out I would think. I 
would hope if the CCC fi nds 
WEF acted outside the scope 
and spirit of their CDP that the 
CCC will rescind the biodiesel 
plants CDP.

As WEF has started con-
struction and created a unholy 
mess of the WWTP parking 
lot I think the city is obliged to 
cancel any permits, licenses 
and leases it has with WEF. 
By illegally starting construc-
tion on their biodiesel facility I 
think it shows WEF cares little 
for the community or the local 
planning process or the state 
and federal agencies charged 
with permitting such projects. 
This is not, after all, a city of 
Pacifica project, but a private 
project leasing land and me-
chanical services from the 
city. I think it’s time to stop the 
madness and cancel the WEF 
lease and rescind the CDP. 
WEF knew better and if they 
didn’t, well that’s even worse.

Todd McCune Bray
Rockaway Beach

Earth Hero
Editor:
I like to think of Mildred 

Owen as an “Earth Hero.” 
Not only was she a champion 
for people and art, she was 
a champion for the Earth.  I 
know for a fact that she person-
ally sorted most of the Pacifi ca 
Performance waste, recycled 
or reused what she could and 
discarded as little as possible. 
Ialso know that at 80 years old 
she was a “weed warrior” with 
the Chamber of Commerce 
chopping weeds along High-
way 1 between the Moose 
Lodge and Calera Creek and 
along the entrance to Rocka-
way. For Earth Day this year 
she signed up to clean Higgins 

Road, by herself! In her honor, 
her family will grab bags and 
gloves and complete the task. 
If you would like to join them, 
please meet on the 1600 block 
of Higgins Road at 9 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 18. The Paci-
fica Beach Coalition will be 
there with bags and gloves 
and Mildred will probably be 
there too, working alongside 
us. Picking up what we miss,
giving us a kind word, shar-
ing the load. It was her way. 
Happy Earth Day, Mildred. 
We’ll work for the Earth like 
you have for all of these years. 
Thank you for showing us the 
way.

Lynn Adams
Pacific Manor

Kind Mildred
Editor:
I took a voice class with Mil-

dred and saw her often about 
town but I remember Mildred 
best from the kindness she 
showed my dad. They were 
both in Pacifi ca Nursing and 
Rehab — Mildred recovering 
from knee replacement sur-
gery and my dad a permanent 
resident with Alzheimer’s. 
Mildred always engaged him, 
calling him by his name and
telling me how special “Harry” 
was. It’s curious how we re-
member people. I remember 
Mildred for her kindness and 
compassion.

Laura Siegel
Park Pacifica

Dig this
Editor:
Whole Energy with their 

consultant, Scott Holmes, Pa-
cifica’s retired Public Works di-
rector, began digging trenches 
at the wastewater treatment 
plant this week without per-
mits for the biodiesel refi nery.
The city personnel were just 
as surprised to fi nd out this 
was going on as members of 
our community. Time is run-
ning out on the grant money. 
My guess is fi nancing has not 
been available and the few 
who have rushed this project 
through the back door are at 
it again. They need to be far 
enough along in the process 
to get the grant money. I guess 
they don’t care that the permit 
is not approved and that ev-
erything is not in order.

This affects all of Pacifi ca 
not just a few. My guess is 
most of the public does not 
realize the fact that they have
removed the second fi rewall 
because of cost that we were 
all assured would be there 
for safety. Has the fi re depart-
ment signed off on this? If 
they are confused about the 
process to build something 
of this nature maybe they 
shouldn’t do it. We don’t want
to be their guinea pig. People 
should be outraged that this 
has been allowed to happen.
Now we are told permits will 
be issued for the electrical and 
utilities after the fact. I would 
say the residents should let 
their councilmembers know 
they are not happy about this 
and demand some answers 
and to make sure Whole En-
ergy follows procedures like 
everyone else has to. This is 
not a store or an in-law; this is 
a facility that will have hazard-
ous chemicals as well as ex-
tremely fl ammable grease. Do 
we want this done without the 
benefit of permits and proper 
inspections? I don’t. It amazes 
me that this could be allowed 

to happen when supporters of 
this same project went to the
Coastal Commission demand-
ing permits for Mr. Peebles to 
put “no trespassing” signs in 
the quarry. I am not surprised
by these actions yet I am dis-
gusted.

Julia Boyle
Vallemar

Vote no
Editor:
On May 19 our city is ask-

ing you to vote on a 1 cent 
sales tax for the City of Pacifca, 
claiming it will “preserve pub-
lic safety; prevent cuts to es-
sential city services.” Before 
that vote, the City Council will 
likely parade out a projected 
budget full of cuts to police,
fire, and youth programs to 
scare you into voting for it. Do
not fall for their scare tactics. 
Vote NO on D.

Most other cities looking 
at massive budget defi cits put 
the horse before the cart; they
looked at where they could 
trim their budgets before they 
went to the people to ask for
short term sales taxes. The 
City of Pacifi ca put their sales 
tax before the public without 
any discussion of what, specif-
ically, we could do to manage 
a $1 million short fall in our 
budget with the expiration of
the fi re assessment tax. There 
are no proposed reductions 
in staff salaries. There are no 
proposed reductions in our 
inflated city attorney budget.
City Council is asking the citi-
zens to shoulder the burden 
in hard fi nancial times, yet
not one City Council member 
has offered to refuse or reduce
their pay or benefits.

This sales tax will also give
Pacifica the highest sales tax 
in the state of California, tied 
with two other communities.
It will harm local businesses 
that are already struggling to
stay afl oat. Do we want to see 
more empty storefronts in our
community?

We have other options be-
sides a sales tax and besides 
reducing emergency ser-
vices. A City Council member 
boasted of a $7 million reserve 
during his campaign, claim-
ing we were prepared for an 
emergency. Where is that re-
serve? We have already paid 
taxes to fund that reserve, but 
City Council wants to double
dip your pocketbook rather 
than touch any money that is 
not currently obligated to any 
expenditures.

If the city is earnest in the 
need for money to protect city
services, then vote no on D and
let them make the argument
to pass the fi re assessment tax 
again. But do not fall for their 
doom and gloom prediction
that $1 million (a mere 3% of
our total budget) will put you 
in harm’s way if Measure D 
fails. Promote common sense
with our economy and vote
NO on D.

Jeffrey W. Simons
Fairmont

Golf course
Editor:
Keep the front nine, elimi-

nating the short 100-yard par 
3. This would protect the most 
vulnerable portion of the wild-
life areas.

Create revenue by making 
the current #11 into a driving
range. I grew up on the Win-
ston Manor and Colma Driv-
ing Ranges and I can tell you 

there is a lot of revenue to be 
made if managed correctly.

Turn the 18th green into a 
practice area.

Issue a time-dated receipt
for all play at all times so as to 
validate players on the course.

Ed Bell
Pacifica

Response
Editor:
Frank, thank you for the 

compliment and I would be 
happy to have you as a client
but I am sure you can more
than adequately defend your-
self.

I agree that our exchanges 
have probably exhausted the 
goodwill of the Tribune read-
ers; although several of my Pa-
cifica neighborshave indicated
that they enjoy our spat. As 
far as an invite to a gunfi ght,
I am more of a make love not 
war type of guy (as I am sure
you guessed by your white 
zinfandel and canapes offer) 
so a high noon date wouldn’t
work for me and by the way 
I am more of a beer and gua-
camole guy. I am sure that in 
the future there will be reason 
enough for us to resume our 
dialogue and I look forward 
to such a time whenever that 
occurs. In the meantime I will 
enjoy watching the Republi-
can party self destruct and lose
market share as the Fox noise 
machinecontinues to try to de-
monize our increasingly popu-
lar president. I can only note 
that after the last eight years of 
agovernment that reduced our 
liberties and our pocket books 
it is refreshing to have a group 
of leaders that lead with their 
heads instead of their “guts” 
but I am sure you would have 
plenty to say about that.

Mark Coby
Linda Mar

On the issues
Editor:
Pursuant to some letters in 

last’ week’s Tribune we could 
start with the million dollar 
handout to 30 million Ameri-
cans. If you think our country 
has fi nancial problems now, 
when you do the math it comes 
out to $30 trillion.

Having lived in Sharp Park 
since the 1950s, I was a caddy 
at Sharp Park Golf Course in 
high school. I would hate to 
see the golf course go. The 
bench on the 9th hole was
placed there by several friends
and myself in memory of our 
friend, Lido Landi, who holds 
the course record of the old 
original course confi guration.
The Landi family owned two 
markets in Sharp Park into 
the late 1060s. My family’s
favorite restaurant resides in 
the clubhouse at Sharp Park.
Since San Francisco owns it 
and Pacifi ca doesn’t, we are at 
their mercy as to its use.

I am glad that both de-
velopers have failed to build 
housing in the Quarry. I have 
always supported commercial 
development but not housing. 
I am fortunate that since 1991 
I have operated a small busi-
ness in Pacifi ca and do not 
have to commute on Highway
1. It is great to live in Vallemar 
and want development for we 
do not have to contend with 
northbound traffi csouth of the 
Vallemar traffic signal. I have 
empathy for my fellow resi-
dents who must commute to 
that point and adding housing, 
no mater what traffi c improve-

ment claims are made, will 
just cause a worse backup for 
those residents. The last devel-
oper threatened us Pacifi cans
with a big box superstore if we 
did not vote for his plan. I was 
still waiting to see that store go 
up when I read that he is sell-
ing the quarry for almost triple 
what he paid for it.

I support our current City 
Council and their direction. 
I am against any organized 
group who is pro-development 
at the expense of the existing 
residents’ quality of life.

Supportthe fi re department 
tax but bring back our fi re de-
partment and quit subsidizing
Daly City and Brisbane’s gen-
eral revenue fund.

John F. Palmer Jr.
Vallemar

Wake up
Editor:
No bailout. Measure D will 

add 1 percent sales tax. Total 
with state increase is 10.25 
percent. Whenever you buy a 
car or other big ticket item, an 
additional 1 percent for Paci-
fica.

Don’t be fooled by cuts in 
public safety. Measure D is 
only 3 percent of the city bud-
get.

Why hasn’t the City Coun-
cil and city staff operated as a 
business enterprise all these 
years. They surely can fi nd a
way to increase revenue by 
a 3 percent cut. What about 
a four-day workweek? All of 
us are having to scale back. 
Stop asking the taxpayers for 
money. Enough is enough.

Sandra Varga Orsini
Pacifica

Budget
Editor:
So, the City Council is sup-

posed to have their fi rst 2009 
budget session on April 15. 
How appropriate — income 
tax day. I assume council will 
be late posting any budget 
documents on the city web-
site. So much for giving vot-
ers advanced notice and time 
to study a multi-million dollar
city budget.

I looked around the city 
website to see what our tax 
dollars are being spent on. 
Found out in 2008 the city took 
$2 million out of the surplus 
to cover costs. Some of that 
money went to police dep-
partment  So I agree with the 
opponents to Measure D that 
public safety funding will be 
OK if this year only $1 million 
is taken out of the $4.6 million
surplus and given to the fi re 
department.

If the police can get funding 
from surplus, so can the fi re 
department.

One problem, however.
If you look at the salary in-
creases in the human re-
sources section, you don’t see 
a lot of contracts posted. The 
city for some “reason” is late 
telling the public what those 
costs are. But one thing stands 
out. It appears all department 
heads and senior managers 
who made over $100,000 a 
year all got pay raises in Janu-
ary. Can this be right, or fair?

Dave Ahlquist
Park Pacifica

Editor’s Note: Pacifi ca’s city 
manager alerted the Tribune
about the fi rst budget session 
Friday and requested space be 
reserved for public notice pur-
poses in today’s newspaper.

Letters
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