
You know the old adage: “Fool me once, 
shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on 
me.” City Council is back for a second go-
around, but we won’t be fooled again.

Remember fi ve years ago, when City 
Council asked us to vote for the temporary, 
five-year fi re assessment parcel tax? Many 
of us voted for it, expecting the funds to 
be used the way they promised - to sup-
port the Fire Department. We voted “yes” 
- even though we worried that Council 
would become dependent on it, and try to 
turn the temporary tax into a permanent
one. We hoped the City Council would use 
those fi ve years to come up with a plan to 
make the fire tax truly temporary.

They had fi ve years to prepare for the 
day the fi re tax expired, but they sat on 
their hands and did nothing.

Now they expect us to cover for their 
failure and inaction by approving the high-
est sales tax rate in the state. So here they 
come again, hands held out, begging for 
more money. That’s why this tax isn’t a 
“sales” tax. It’s the Pacifica “fails” tax.

If Measure D passes, it will:
 Cause the local sales tax burden to 

soar to over 10% (10.25% to be precise,) 
tying it with Pico Rivera and Southgate for 
the highest sales tax rate in California.

 Last for seven years. (And then they’ll 
ask again.)

 Cause already struggling Pacifi ca 
businesses to close.

 Drive away the few remaining people 
thinking of opening a business in Paci-
fica.

 Encourage Pacifi cans and visitors to 
shop “over-the-hill.”

 Allow City Council to continue to ne-
glect Pacifica’s economy.

 Allow City Council to continue spend-
ing money on wasteful, self-indulgent pet 
projects.

 Reward City Council for failure.
Please don’t believe Council’s plea that 

Measure D is needed to prevent budgetary 
Armageddon.

 Last year Pacifi ca had a total budget of 
almost $48 million, while Measure D is ex-
pected to bring in only $1.3 million. That’s 
less than 3% of Pacifi ca’s total budget. Is 
it really that hard for Council to look for 
ways to reduce the budget by 3% before 
asking for a tax increase?  If Pacifi ca resi-
dents who have lost jobs or had salaries 
cut are forced to adjust, why can’t City 
Council?

California just increased taxes and fees 
for most of us by hundreds of dollars a 
year. Many of us who oppose Measure D 
supported the recent Pacifi ca School Dis-
trict levy. You can only go to the well so 
many times.

(By the way, you may have unwittingly 
tossed away the green fl yer the city re-
cently sent you that explained how you can 
oppose the next sewer tax increase. The 
city designed it to look like junk-mail.)

Buying a car or truck within the next 
seven years? Measure D applies to any

car or truck registered in 
Pacifica - and it doesn’t 
matter where it’s bought. 
So for a $20,000 vehicle, 
tack on an extra $200. For 
a $30,000 vehicle, that’ll be 
$300 more. And contrary to 
claims by Measure D sup-
porters that food will not be 
taxed, Measure D will tax 

restaurant and carry-out meals. Many of 
Pacifica’s mom-and-pop restaurants and 
take-out shops are barely hanging on as 
it is.

Ask City Council why we need a new 
sales tax. They blame the county. They 
blame the state. 

They blame Washington. They blame 
31-year-old Proposition 13. They blame 
the global economic crisis. Five years ago 
there wasn’t a global economic crisis, but 
they still insisted they needed the fi re tax. 
They blame local businesses for not adver-
tising enough. They blame everyone but 
themselves.

Pacifica’s economy is already on its 
knees, and now Council wants to pun-
ish Pacifi ca’s businesses with the high-
est sales tax rate in the state. What have 
Pacifica’s businesses done to deserve this? 
Has Council done anything to actually 
improve the economy in this town, rather 
than damage it?

And it’s diffi cult to believe Council’s 
promise that Measure D revenues “will be 
used to support economic development, 
including revitalization of aging business 
districts” when they’ve done absolutely 
nothing to support economic development 
in the past. Does West Sharp Park look the 
least bit revitalized under their watch?

City Council says we should vote for the 
sales tax because other cities and counties 
in California are asking for sales tax in-
creases. Yet, according to Ballotpedia.org, 
Pacifica and Chula Vista are the only cities 
requesting a sales tax increase in upcom-
ing elections.

Five years ago, we were told that a par-
cel tax was the most fair and equitable tax. 
Now we’re told that a sales tax is the most 
fair and equitable tax. Why the flip-flop?

It’s because Council paid $30,000 of city 
money to an outside consultant, whose 
specialty is helping cities pass tax in-
creases, to fi nd out whether Pacifi ca voters 
would renew the fi re tax. The answer was 
NO, because voters felt the fi re tax reve-
nues weren’t used as promised. To renew 
the fire tax would have required Council to 
make the same promises it already broke, 
along with a 2/3 majority to pass. That 
wasn’t going to happen. Instead, the con-
sultant recommended a sales tax, which 
only requires a simple majority, and al-
lows Council to spend the money on what-
ever they feel like.

City Council won’t even lift a fi nger to 
make a genuine effort to explain why they 
need the tax increase.

All they’re doing is reusing the same 
old, boilerplate, “pass-this-tax-or-else” 
scare-stories that every city uses when 
trying to push-through a tax increase. It’s 
almost insulting that Council expects us to 
believe that without their extra 3%, it will 
spell doom for police, fi re, parks, recre-
ation, beaches, the libraries, the Resource 
Center, and senior and youth programs.

Don’t reward failure. Vote No on Mea-
sure D - the Pacifica “Fails” Tax

NONA’S GOES GREEN
Assemblymember Jerry 
Hill held a press conference 
April 17 at Nona’s Kitchen 
to honor Nona’s for being
one of the first restaurants 
in the area to voluntarily
use sustainable food pack-
aging instead of Styrofoam.
Nona’s has been using
biodegradable “to-go” con-
tainers for seven years. The 
restaurant also recycles its 
cooking oil, buys from local 
farmers, and uses environ-
mentally friendly cleaning
products. Hill gave an up-
date on Assembly Bill 1358,
which bans Styrofoam food
packaging in California. Hill 
also honored other Pacifica
establishments for making
the switch from Styrofoam 
and using only biodegrad-
able containers, including:
Gorilla BBQ, Kerri’s Coffee 
Shop, Quick Stop Market, 
Mazzetti’s Bakery, Colom-
bo’s Italian Delicatessen,
Nick’s Restaurant, McDon-
ald’s of Linda Mar, McDon-
ald’s of Pacifica Manor,
Diamond Italian Restau-
rant, and Pacifica Farmer’s
Market. Hill also recog-
nized Pacifica Chamber of
Commerce and Coastside 
Scavenger Company for 
their work to educate local 
restaurants and businesses 
to voluntarily eliminate use 
of Styrofoam containers.

STYROFOAM KILLS
Styrofoam, made from 
polystyrene, is a suspected
carcinogen and neuro-
toxin that was recently
limited by the Food and 
Drug Administration in 
bottled drinking water.
In addition to the human 
health impacts, plastic 
and Styrofoam waste is a 
significant problem in Cali-
fornia, especially in coastal 
communities. According
to the California Coastal 
Commission, 90 percent of
floating ocean debris, and 
60-80 percent of marine de-
bris overall, is composed of
plastics. Public agencies in 
California spend more than 
$375 million annually on 
litter cleanup. More than 
20 cities and counties have 
already banned polysty-
rene food packaging. Two 
years after passage of the 
San Francisco ordinance
that prohibited distribution
of expanded polystyrene 
foam (EPS) food ware,
San Francisco’s litter audit 
showed a 36 percent de-
crease in EPS litter.

DEMS DEBATE D
The Pacifica Democrats
presented a comprehensive 
panel discussion on the 
proposed new sales tax
increase (Measure D) on 
April 18, filling the meeting 

room at Sharp Park Golf 
Course. As golfers teed off 
just outside the window,
longtime Pacifica activ-
ists Jim Wagner and Mark
Stechbart (two guys wear-
ing aloha shirts) spoke
on the “No” side, while 
Police Chief Jim Saunders
and PB&R Commissioner
Bruce Banco spoke on the
“Yes” side. Lively questions 
and answers followed the
presentation, taking dis-
cussion from the tax issue 
into how to save the city
from economic ruin. When 
moderator Barbara Arietta
called for a straw poll by
voice vote at the end of the 
debate, the results were 
inconclusive and a post-de-
bate debate ensued about 
who won. You will never 
hear the end of it, folks, 
this being friendly little 
Pacifica. I won’t speculate 
on who won, because it 
is always hard to tell who
yells the loudest, but after-
ward everyone agreed that 
the loudest shirts on the
panel belonged to Wagner
and Stechbart, and that the
most impassioned argu-
ments for the tax increase 
were those for more police
and fire protection. That 
is a hot-button issue that 
all sides agree on. What 
remains unclear even after
this debate is how best to
strengthen the city econ-
omy and who best to lead
the way. Everyone seems 
to have a messiah in this 
mess, and a scapegoat, but 
the answer won’t be clear
until the election May 19.

HONOR MOM
Donate to the Pacifica Re-
source Center in honor of
your mother or any mother 

you’d like to honor. The 
Pacifica Resource Center
will then send a Mother’s 
Day card to your honored
mother. Your gift will in
turn honor other mothers 
who come to the Pacifica
Resource Center for food 
and assistance. If you 
would like to participate, 
please call the Pacifica
Resource Center at 650-
738-7470.

MAN BITES SNAKE
Near Malindi, Kenya, a
farm manager named Ben
Nyaumbe has survived
an attack by a 13-foot
python. When Nyaumbe 
accidentally stepped on 
the snake, it wrapped itself
around him and dragged
him up into a tree. Dur-
ing the three-hour ordeal, 
Nyaumbe bit the snake,
smothered it with his shirt,
and used his cell phone to
call for help. Police arrived
with a rope and wrangled
the snake out of the tree,
freeing Nyaumbe, who
suffered only bruises.
The snake was taken to a
wildlife sanctuary, where it
promptly escaped.  (Earth-
week.com)

TREKAROO
Two Pacificans just
launched a new family
travel site (trekaroo.com). 
They take intuitive tools 
and combine them with the
power of a large commu-
nity of travel-savvy moms
and dads. Think Yelp for 
family travel. Two of the
founders are Pacifica resi-
dents LiLing and Brennan 
Pang. Trekaroo has nine 
kid-friendly Pacifica activi-
ties and 300+ activities for
the entire Bay Area.

MOUNTAIN LION 
DEBATE
RUN: The long-held belief
that you should stand 
your ground against a 
mountain lion rather than
run may not guarantee 
your safety, according to 
a new study issued by UC
Davis researchers. Run-
ning may be the smartest 
move if a victim is on dry
flat ground that will allow 
a fast, sure-footed escape,
concluded psychology 
professor Richard Coss,
who specializes in the 
evolution of predator-prey
relationships and was the 
lead author for the Uni-
versity of California study.
Coss reviewed personal
accounts, news reports
and wildlife agency re-
ports of mountain lion at-
tacks on 185 people in the 
United States and Canada 
from 1890 to 2000. “Even
though we found evidence 
that pumas will indeed 
chase and capture people 
who run, we also found
that people who stand
still are possibly more 
endangered,” Coss said.
“Immobility may be inter-
preted by the mountain 
lion as a sign that you are
vulnerable prey, either
because you are unaware 
of its presence or because 
you are disabled and not 
capable of escaping,” he 
added.

FREEZE: 
While welcoming the
new light shed on moun-
tain lion behavior, offi-
cials from the California
Department of Fish and
Game stand by their
recommendations posted
online: Avoid running

from a mountain lion, and
never hike alone in the
woods. “There’s no exact
art to this,” said Fish 
and Game spokesman 
Harry Morse. A number 
of mountain lion attacks
have been on joggers and
bicyclists, Morse noted. Of 
the attacks documented in 
California in the past 20
years, people who did not
survive were alone when 
the attack occurred, said 
Morse. “If you get to that 
point, you’re probably in a
world of hurt. Most people 
don’t see a mountain lion 
that attacks them. They
are very good at stalk-
ing,” Morse said. (from 
a story by Laura Brown, 
Staff Writer, Nevada City
Union, lbrown@theunion.
com)

SITESEER
Sierra Club Loma Prieta 
Peninsula chapter seeks a 
coordinator. Job descrip-
tion and application infor-
mation posted on Pacifi-
caRiptide.com, including a 
downloadable flyer.

SWAMI SEZ
“I love the salvos, son-
nets, and soliloquies of 
the songbirds celebrating 
life. They must not read 
the newspaper.” (Scott 
McKellar, The Birdman of 
Pacifica)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
n Community blog: 
PacificaRiptide.com.
n Editing and proofreading
services: Goofbuster.com.
n Trib column archives:
WanderingAndWondering.
com.
n Email: mayburrito@
goofbuster.com

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering
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ests at heart?
5) would go on foreign 

soil and apologize for Amer-
ica’s policies, principles and 
practices?

Oh I’m sorry. Am I guilty 
once again of demonizing, as 
you put it, “our increasingly 
popular President.”

Yep, change, she’s a com-
ing.

I guess that’s another 
thing I can add to that long 
list of reasons why this right-
wing whacko is gonna burn 
in hell when I die.

Question is, will I end up 
there fi rst or get an invite to a 
political slugfest at the Coby 
Beef Farm?

Frank Cimo
Park Pacifica

Happy Earth
Day

Editor:
We just had an amazing 

day Pacifi ca! How hearten-
ing it is to see so many peo-
ple joined together to help 
the Earth. Not just in Paci-
fica which had community 
groups and businesses in 
every corner, on every beach 
and bluff from Daly City to 
Pedro Point, and on too many 
streets and places of need to 
list but also at every Pacifi ca 
Public School and down the 
coast!

Thank you Pacifi ca and
fellow Coastsiders for tak-
ing time to join hands to fi ght 
litter, pull invasive plants, 
trim weeds on the side of the 
road, cleanup the beaches, 
and Celebrate Earth Day!

With pride I present to 
you the sponsors of Earth 
Day 2009. Thank you Pedro 
Point Surf Club, North Coast 
County Water District, City 
of Pacifi ca, Coastside Scav-
enger, Parks Beaches & Rec-
reation, Roy Davies Trust, 
and San Mateo County Wa-
ter Pollution Prevention Pro-
gram. Thank you too for the 
amazing support of Extreme 
Pizza,  Pacifi ca Tribune, Pa-
cifica Farmers Market, Son-
light Surf Shop, and Taco 
Bell.

 Happy Earth Day. Mother 
Earth needs a day like this 
every day and perhaps in Pa-
cifica, it will get it.

Lynn Adams
Pacific Manor

Federal bail-
out

Editor:
Good news. The Obama 

Plan is going to give money 
to California. The bad news? 
The state of California is go-
ing to raise taxes and make 
consumer goods more ex-

pensive and have fewer ser-
vices. Raised gas tax, penny 
increase in sales tax, in-
creased payroll tax, cuts in 
education, etc.

At best, it will be neutral. 
More likely Californians, 
thanks to Sacramento, will 
be worse off. More reason for 
smart people, for people with 
families, to leave the state. 
The cost of consumer goods 
will go up, there will be less 
services, the quality of gov-
ernment education will go 
down. Washington is trying 
to create jobs, while the Sac-
ramento bunch are killing 
jobs. So if you like the status 
quo in California, this will be 
OK. If you want a better life 
for your children, a chance to 
succeed, California is not the 
place to be. For illegal aliens, 
the wealthy and those on 
welfare it is still a great place. 
For those of us who pay for 
this, it is self abuse. A large 
amount of money is spent on 
entitlements.

As Reagan said, govern-
ment is not the solution, it 
is the problem. On top of 
all that, Pacifi ca wants to 
raise the sales tax another 
penny. When will this mad-
ness come to an end? Vote all 
incumbents out of offi ce in
Sacramento and Pacifi ca and 
start over.

Gerald Belliveau
Linda Mar

A cleaner
 Pacifica

Editor:
Pacifica’s beaches, 

streets, and shopping areas 
are cleaner today because so 
many volunteers contributed 
hundreds of hours Saturday 
morning to pick up countless 
cigarette butts, plastic cups, 
straws, papers, wrappers, 
bottle caps, and other trash.

Merchants should help 
keep Pacifi ca scenic by put-
ting trash containers - includ-
ing those for cigarette butts 
- at their stores. I found no 
trash containers on Palmetto 
Avenue.

Assemblyman Jerry Hill is 
helping to reduce the source 
of the litter. His AB 1358 
would ban plastic and Poly-
styrene food containers, and 
there’s another pending bill 
which would require bottle 
caps to remain attached to 
the bottle.

Bill Collins
Pacific Manor

Remembering
Mildred

“The Dash” by Linda Ellis

I read of a man who stood to 
speak
At the funeral of a friend
He referred to the dates on 

her tombstone
From the beginning to the 
end.

He noted that fi rst came the 
date of her birth
And spoke the following date 
with tears,
But he said what mattered
most of all
Was the dash between those
years.

For that dash represents all 
the time
That she spent alive on 
earth.
And now only those who 
loved her
Know what that little line is 
worth.

For it matters not how much 
we own;
The cars, the house, the 
cash,
What matters is how we live 
and love
And how we spend our dash.

So think about this long and 
hard.
Are there things you’d like to 
change?
For you never know how 
much time is left,
That can still be rearranged.

If we could just slow down 
enough
To consider what’s true and 
real
And always try to under-
stand
The way other people feel.

And be less quick to anger,
And show appreciation more
And love the people in our 
lives
Like we’ve never loved be-
fore.

If we treat each other with 
respect,
And more often wear a smile
Remembering that this spe-
cial dash
Might only last a little while.

So, when your eulogy is be-
ing read
With your life’s actions to re-
hash
Would you be proud of the 
things they say
About how you spent your 
dash?

Mike Mooney
Park Pacifica

Quick
response

Editor:
I want to thank the Paci-

fica Fire Department and the 
Daly City Fire Department 
for their quick response in 
putting out the fi re in my
daughter’s car. It was parked 
in the driveway close to my 
house. They prevented my 
house from catching on fire.

Diane Veloz
Fairmont
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