
I love golf. The brightly 
colored balls, the sweet 
smell of cotton candy waft-
ing through the air, the 
satisfaction of dropping a 
putt into the mouth of a gi-
ant clown. Of course that’s 
miniature golf; the full sized 
version is another story.

I only played that once, 
and since I did so as a lefty 
borrowing right-handed 
clubs, saved some time by 
rounding up my scorecard 
to infinity.

But I understand that a 
lot of people using the cor-
rect-handed clubs fi nd it
quite enjoyable, and would 
never wish to impose upon 
their recreational choices 
— unless those choices 
happen to threaten an en-
dangered species or two.

For instance, if they en-
joyed clubbing baby seals 
with nine irons, or using 
golf balls made from Panda 
testicles,

I would strongly encour-
age they take up a new 
hobby. In the case of Sharp 
Park Golf Course, it was 
built on the habitat of the 
Red-legged frog and the 
San Francisco garter snake, 
back when nature was still 
considered to be an eye-
sore and in need of mow-
ing. This forced the critters 
to move to the nearest re-
maining habitat: Pescadero 
marsh. Unfortunately, ani-

mals are poor map-readers, 
and most got lost en route, 
causing the stragglers to 
be protected by the federal 
government.

It all began when famous 
golf architect Alister MacK-
enzie, inspired by the suc-
cess of Ocean Shore Rail-
road, decided to emulate 
their winning formula by 
building a golf course on 
a coastal sand dune. After 
several delays, the course fi -
nally opened on April Fool’s 
Day in 1932, ushering in the 
park’s “golden era,” which 
lasted 6 whole years, until a 
storm washed 7 holes away, 
ushering in the park’s “un-
derwater era,” which lasts 
to this day.

In an attempt to salvage 
what was left, a berm was 
illegally built in the ‘80s to 
keep the water back. Un-
fortunately, it kept the wa-
ter back in the wrong di-
rection, causing the course 
to fl ood all the way to the 
clubhouse.

Because the protected 
frogs laid eggs in the en-
suing lake, the course was 
forced to leave it, and in-
stead supplied golfers with 
specially designed fl oat-
ing clubs, putting snorkels 
and amphibious golf carts. 
As a result, the course has 
had to be subsidized by tax-
payer money every year, 
but that’s okay because it’s 

San Francisco taxpayers.
Suckers.

Now an organization 
called the “Center for Bio-
logical Diversity,” repre-
senting a narrow special 
interest group known as 
“life on Earth” is hoping 
to turn the troubled course 
into an endangered spe-
cies habitat. SF supervisor 
Russ Mirkarimi, has intro-
duced legislation to con-
sider the idea*. This has 
led to a contentious debate, 
which so far the golfers 
have been winning handily, 
since the snakes and frogs 
have proven incapable of 
even the most rudimentary 
language. Therefore I will 
humbly attempt to speak on 
their behalf, assuming they 
are history buffs capable of 
reading a fi nancial spread-
sheet.

Golfers: The golf course 
was created by Alister 
MacKenzie, a famous ar-
chitect, in the ‘30s.

Snakes and Frogs: Oh 
yeah? We were created by 
God, an omniscient being, 
in the Permian era.

Golfers: Restoring Sharp 
Park would lead to more 
mosquitoes and West Nile 
Virus.

Frogs: Our extinction 
would allow mosquitoes to 
run rampant over the earth, 
leaving death and destruc-
tion in their evil wake. Al-
though they are quite deli-
cious.

Golfers: Sharp Park is 
on track to make a profi t
this year.

Snakes and Frogs: Only 
if you ignore the huge sub-
sidy it receives from the 
San Francisco general fund, 
and a $250,000 repair of 
the berm. With that kind of 
math, even GM could look 
profitable.

Golfers: If it weren’t for 

the berm, there would be 
no habitat for the endan-
gered species.

Snakes and Frogs: 
We’ve been here for mil-
lions of years. The berm 
wasn’t even invented until 
the Neolithic Revolution,
about 10,000 years ago. We 
can manage without it.

Golfers: We can recon-
struct MacKenzie’s historic
original design.

Snakes and frogs: The 
one that was partially below 
sea level and lost 7 holes 
to the sea after 6 years? 
And that was before global
warming kicked in.  You
might as well reconstruct 
Atlantis.

Golfers: We like animals, 
and would never want to 
hurt them.

Snakes and Frogs: It’s 
not that you’re malicious, 
it’s that you’re golfi ng on
what used to be our habi-
tat.

Have you ever tried to 
breed on a golf course? It 
can be a real buzz kill when
the sprinklers come on.

Golfers: Some of us have 
been golfi ng there for 20 
years and we’ve never seen 
an SF garter snake.

Snakes: Our numbers are 
in the tens. We rarely even
see ourselves anymore.

As you can see, the little 
critters do have a point. But 
don’t despair, it is possible 
that the area can be re-
stored as habitat, while still 
keeping a smaller nine-hole 
golf course. Or better yet, 
miniature golf.

Ian Butler is host of Laugh 
Locally on PCT26. ianbut-
ler@netzero.net Learn more 
at restoresharppark.org. 
*His other legislation is for 
SF to run pot dispensaries, 
so it’s possible he plans to 
grow weed at Sharp Park.

1. Vote May 19 (last day to 
register is May 4).

2. Research well with an 
open mind. Then you decide 
for you!

3. How will you tell Council 
and your fellow residents that 
you do not want a Pacifi ca 
Fire Station to close from time 
to time?

4. How will you determine 
that Pacifi ca’s Police Dept will 
not have to cut staff? etc etc.

Hmm.... Is Measure D a 
Council scare tactic? What cri-

teria determines a scare tactic?
What criteria determines 

that a City Council actually can 
keep two Fire Stations open 
all the time? Etc. Etc. You will 
hear that all these economic 
problems are due to Council 
actions or non actions.

Do you know that only 
by the vote of the people can 
houses be built in the quarry?

Could a City Council actu-
ally persuade a city of 38,000 
to vote for or against houses 
In the quarry 250 or 350 etc?

Do you know that in 1999, 
the Council at that time, 
did choose to allow a well-
known developer to build a 
Hotel Conference Center on 
the public property on Beach 
Boulevard?

Yep, where is it? What hap-
pened? I want to know too! 
Hmmmmm.

Keep it simple.
Vote on May 19.
Isthe retail tax  for residents

and visitors reasonable for city 
emergency services, potholes, 
beach protection etc?

Or is there a better way that 
can start immediately?

If so, please be clear as to 
what could start immediately.

Wait, you will also hear that 
City Council members are just 
so inept and presumptious. 
There is a sewer tax increas-
ing for pity sakes.

Hmm. The City built a 
state-of-the-art sewer plant 
some years ago.

To be able to pay for this
necessity, a payment plan was 
enacted. In that responsible
payment timeline there were 
spikes in the sewer fees. This 
is a long-ago scheduled “spike
year.’’ Yes, you will hear from 
some that this present city 
council just has to be respon-
sible somehow for any eco-
nomic negative in this city!

Keep it simple.
A vote is an awesome op-

portunity. Measure D  is here 
for you to study and to vote
yay or nay.

Measure D has Citizen 
Oversight.

Measure D does end in 
seven years.

Protect your local control.
Think for yourself. Be true

to yourself.
Act on May 19, Vote Yay or 

Nay... Do shop Pacifica.
Thanks for thinking for

yourself and for using your 
voting  privilege on May 19.

Pacifica’s fiscal crisis

SHARP PARK 
SHOWDOWN
April 30 is the big Sharp 
Park Golf Course show-
down at San Francisco 
City Hall, as the Board of 
Supervisors hears golf-
ers, conservationists, and 
mixed-use advocates bat-
tle over the fate of the 18 
greens. Feelings run high 
on all sides. At issue is 
preservation of one of nic-
est, most affordable golf 
courses on the northern 
Peninsula versus preserva-
tion of endangered species 
and their natural habitat 
in the wetlands on the golf 
course. Mixed use would 
allow golfers, hikers, 
red-legged frogs, and San 
Francisco garter snakes 
to coexist peacefully in 

the same place and share 
the bounties of nature. We 
kind of like that idea.

TESCO TEASE
British supermarket giant 
Tesco has announced it is 
putting on hold its planned 
Northern California 
openings of Fresh & Easy 
grocery stores, including 
the remodeled space at Pe-
dro Point shopping center. 
So if and when you see 
that construction project 
move forward to a grand 
opening, then you will 
know the economy has 
recovered. Or that Tesco is 
bonkers.

MORI MONEY
National parks are getting 
$97 million in Obam-

anomic stimulus funds,
and some of that money is 
coming to Pacifica in the 
form of trail and habitat 
restoration for GGNRA 
Mori Point. Yes we can!

SCARY SCAM
A potential burglar might 
be casing the homes of
Pacifica residents while 
posing as an employee of 
the North Coast County
Water District, according
to a warning issued by
the water district. A man
has been visiting homes 
in Pacifica’s Vallemar
neighborhood under the 
guise of performing a
water audit or another 
form of maintenance and
leaving without handing
out a business card, said 
Janice Zavala-Clark, a 
management analyst with
the North Coast County
Water District who made
the connection between 
two related incidents that 
came to her attention in 
mid-March. She warned 
residents not to be taken 
in by anyone wearing an 

official-looking uniform
or driving a pickup truck.
All NCCWD employees
carry a photo ID and
have a district logo on 
their vehicles. “The water 
district urges residents to
call the police if they see 
something similar.” (Julia 
Scott, San Mateo County
Times, 650-348-4340,
julia.scott@bayareanews-
group.com)

SWINE FLU ALERT
Governor Arnold Schwar-
zenegger has outlined the 
rigorous and thorough 
response under way in 
California, in coordination 
with federal and interna-
tional health experts, as a 
result of confirmed cases 
of swine flu. Over the past 
several days, California 
has taken several steps 
in response to swine flu
detections, including: 
Coordinated investiga-
tion with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), and local 
health officials in Imperial 
and San Diego counties.

Ordered increased surveil-
lance statewide for pa-
tients with flu-like illness.
Requested and received 
additional deployment of
CDC influenza experts to 
Southern California coun-
ties, as well as state public 
health staff, to assist local
health departments. Ex-
panded public health labo-
ratory testing of potential
flu specimens. Enhanced
veterinary activities, plan-
ning for various levels of 
animal disease surveil-
lance and outreach. Acti-
vated the Joint Emergency
Operations Center (JEOC)
of the Department of 
Public Health, in coordi-
nation with the California
Emergency Management 
Agency. Continued com-
munication with appropri-
ate public health profes-
sionals in Mexico.

PREVENT SWINE FLU
Common-sense steps
everyone can take right
now: Cover your nose
and mouth with a tis-
sue when you cough or

sneeze. Throw the tissue
in the trash after you use 
it. Wash your hands often 
with soap and water,
especially after you cough
or sneeze. Alcohol-based
hand cleaners are also ef-
fective. Try to avoid close 
contact with sick people.
If you get sick with flu, it
is recommended that you
stay home from work or 
school and limit contact 
with others to keep from
infecting them. Avoid 
touching your eyes, nose 
or mouth. Germs spread
this way.

SWAMI SEZ
“Only a few ocean-view 
homes remain.” (Conne-
mara O’Brien)
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The bonds issued by 
Pacifi ca’s city government
in 2008 meant to cover un-
funded city employee pen-
sion liabilities in the amount 
of $17.7 million were not put 
up for sale, according to city
manager Steve Rhodes.

Rhodes confi rmed the 
completion of the process of 
issuing the bonds, but said 
that by October 2008 the city 
knew that the municipal bond 
market had collapsed, and a 
large premium in higher in-
terest rates might have had to
be paid for sale of the bonds,
thereby wiping out any pos-
sible savings in interest rate 
costs.

Rhodes also said that 
there was a possiblility that
would be no buyers at all for 
the bonds.

Pacifica, like cities and 
towns all over California, is 
having trouble trying to ful-
fill the promises made to city 
employees. The Pension Ob-
ligation Bond has become a 
way whereby cities refi nance
the debt owed to Cal PERS 
(the pension system which 
covers most city employees) 
and lowers interest rate pay-
ments. (currently 7.75%) But 
with credit markets frozen, 
municipalities’ ability to fi -
nance long-term debt has be-
come much more diffi cult, if 
not impossible. This has omi-
nous implications for other 
bond issuances that may 
need to be refi nanced in the 
future as well, since there are 
bonds fi nancing the sewage 
treatment plant, police sta-
tion, and the redevelopment 
area.

In the stock market and 
real estate crashes of last 
year, CalPERS lost more than 
30% of its value. Estimates of 
how much the city of Pacifi -
ca’s regular payments to the 
fund will increase because 
of this loss vary from 5 to 11 
percent.

In spite of the city’s knowl-
edge of its growing liabilities, 
and the municipal bond mar-
ket’s current non-function-
ing status, salary and benefi t 
increases for city employees
continue:

On February 9, 2009, the 
city council approved a new 
contract with the Fire Battal-
ion Chiefs, Teamsters Local 
856.

The contract is one year 
in length and retroactive to 
July 1, 2008. The contract 
featured a lump-sum pay-
ment of $4,778.96 for mem-
bers of the bargaining unit, a 
3 percent increase in the base 
hourly rate, and an option of 
of two different health plans 
also offered to the Miscella-
neous Unit of city employees 
under the same union. The 

monthly contributions from 
the city per employee are ei-
ther $1,022 under CalPERS, 
or $1,154.26 under Teamsters 
Plan E.

On January 28, 2008, the 
city council gave a 3% raise to 
the city attorney.

Under the heading “Fis-
cal Impacts,” the staff report 
reads: “No additional budget
authority is required as the 
budget assumptions antici-
pated an increase (of salary) 
in all management posi-
tions.”

But usually the “Fiscal 
Impact” heading in staff re-
ports for employee costs al-
most never shows how much 
the contract is worth, or the 
percentage increase it rep-
resents, or the increase in 
unfunded pension liabilities 
incurred by the city. The pro-
cess is completed by placing 
the contract on the consent 
calendar, which is disposed 
of quickly at the start of city 
council meetings by a single
motion and vote of the city
council.

A typical example from 
September 8, 2008, when
three different contracts were 
approved by the city council:
“Fiscal Impact: The increases 
for FY (fi scal year) 2008/09 
have been included in the FY 
2008/09 budget”. This phrase,
or variants of it, appear over 
and over again in staff re-
ports concerning employee 
contracts.

A citizen interested in
learning the unsaid details
would either have to show up 
to a council meeting to see if 
the contract is available for 
viewing, or put in a Public
Records Act Request with the
City Clerk and go and look at 
it in City Hall. Some four (4) 
current labor contracts are 
available on the City of Paci-
fica web site. Click on “De-
partments,” then “Human 
Resources,” then “Employee 
Information.”There are also 
many “side letters” which in-
fluence compensation. They 
may or may not be available
on the web site. Transparency 
seems to have disappeared in 
this process, to say the least.

The city workers are cer-
tainly not to blame for this 
huge problem we are facing 
now. Responsibility should 
be placed squarely with our 
elected offi cials, past and 
present, who have run the
city this way for years and
let this enormous liability get 
out of control. 2008 was a 
major year for newly-minted 
contracts for city employees, 
most of which run until the 
end of 2010 or mid-2011.

How much more of a 
problem have we built for 
ourselves?
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No on D
Editor:
I’ve heard that the Pacifi ca 

Chamber of Commerce Board 
of Directors voted to endorse 
Measure D. I wonder if that’s 
because the city said the Cham-
ber would lose its $10,000 
grant from the city if Measure 
D fails?

And of the 11 members of 
the Chamber’s Board of Direc-
tors, only one — the Linda Mar 

Merchants Association, seems 
to represent local businesses 
that would be hurt by Measure 
D’s increased sales tax.

Of the other 10 directors,
three are non-profi t organiza-
tions, one is in Daly City, and 
the other six are primarily ser-
vice businesses that charge lit-
tle or no sales tax and so won’t 

be affected by Measure D.”
It’s no wonder the Pacifi ca 

Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors is endorsing Mea-
sure D. They don’t represent 
the many Pacifi ca businesses 
that will be hurt by Measure D.

Sandi Anderson
Anderson’s Swim & Scuba
Pacific Manor

Letters
Continued from Page 10

Send your letters and guest columns to the
editor at elarsen@bayareanewsgroup.com


