
addressed to Martin Wahl 
of Whole Energy Fuels, 498 
Corte Madera Ave. Corte 
Madera CA. 94925 the Cali-
fornia Coastal Commission 
Enforcement Unit has in-
structed Whole Energy Fu-
els regarding the Coastal 
Act Violation No. V-7-09-001 
that “To resolve the alleged 
Coastal Act violation Whole 
Energy should refrain from 
any additional development 
of the site, and should con-
tinue to work with Commis-
sion permitting staff to sat-
isfy all special conditions of 
the permit.”

Of concern is the word-
ing. The Commission staff 
ask that WEF “should” re-
frain from any further site 
development not “shall” re-
frain.

Commission staff further 
instructs Whole Energy Fu-
els, “Once Commission staff 
has indicated to you that 
all special conditions have 
been met, construction may 
begin on the site, and the 
existing Coastal Act viola-
tion will be considered to 
be resolved.”

While no offi cer or em-
ployee of Whole Energy 
Fuels has been named by 
the City of Pacifi ca or the 
Coastal Commission staff 
as the person responsible 
for the violation most in-
dicators point to a former 
city employee currently 
working for Whole Energy 
Fuels as the person respon-
sible for the Coastal Act 
violation. However there is 
no verifi able source to cor-
roborate this theory at this 
time.

The United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service has 
recently stated concern-
ing the bio diesel refi nery’s
wildlife compliance, “The 
Service is still working with 
Whole Energy and a few 
species experts to resolve 
any outstanding issues with 
respect to Federal Endan-
gered Species Act compli-
ance. We have not issued a 
permit or letter of any kind 
to Whole Energy to date.”

Whole Energy Fuels and 
it’s offi cers and employees 
have seemingly dodged a 
Coastal Act violation bullet, 
but as readers and contrib-
utors to Riptide continue to 
learn more it is quite evi-
dent Whole Energy Fuels 
is being given a whole lot 
of leeway by city, state and 
federal staff. The only thing 
between Whole Energy Fu-
els and a completed project 
appears to be Whole En-
ergy Fuels itself.

Todd McCune Bray
Rockaway Beach

Support 
Measure D
Editor:
Good Morning Pacifi ca. 

For those of you that are 
suspicious of the intent of 

the 1 cent sales tax? One 
might suspect that the 
money along with the city 
surplus might end up being 
used to acquire a toxic as-
set or liability known as the 
Sharp Park Golf Course.

Or, regardless of any 
suspicions, you may want 
to continue supporting 
“Health, Safety and Well 
Being” in Pacifi ca. The Ge-
staltism Association and I 
urge you to give yourself 
and neighbors throughout  
Pacifica a blessing! So, vote 
for the 1 cent sales tax in-
crease with a YES on “Mea-
sure D.”

Ron Maykel
Rockaway Beach

City should 
respond

Editor:
I recently sent a e-mail to 

Mayor Julie Lancelle, April 
18, 2009, (and copied Ms. 
Digre, Mr. Vreeland, Ms. 
Nihart) after the debate that 
the Democrat Club hosted 
at Sharp Park Restaurant on 
the topic of Prop. D. The de-
bate was interrupted by an 
importune message by Ms. 
Lancelle (see Tribune ar-
ticle, 4/22), which I thought 
was inappropriate since no 
one else from the audience 
was allowed to speak. She  
talked about revenue com-
ing in from Sharp Park area 
which sparked my interest 
as that area has been a topic 
of discussion forever as I 
remember. Since this topic 
was approached I asked the 
following as stated in my 
4/18 e-mail:

Ms. Lancelle,
When approximately do 

you anticipate West Sharp 
Park project to come to 
profitability and how much 
revenue can be expected 
from it - ball park fi gure
would be OK? How much 
money, realistically, will it 
cost the city?

And question #2, six 
years ago we (Fire, staff, 
Unions, citizens, etc. etc) 
“sold” a Fire Assessment 
Tax....at that time it was 
considered a BAND-AID 
and we were promised  that 
solution would be found in 
the next fi ve years to gener-
ate revenue so the tax could 
be discontinued at expira-
tion time. The real question 
therefore becomes, why 
should we trust this same 

Council with many years 
of tenure (with the excep-
tion of Mary Anne) when it 
is basically the same story 
five, six years later?

There are approximately 
50 more questions but I am 
sure you have heard them 
before so I will not waste 
my time. Thank you, Mary 
D. Moore

Since I have received no 
response to date THREE 
weeks hence from any 
council member, I believe 
that a no response is an 
indication that there is no 
honest answer to the above 
two questions.

After this debate and af-
ter carefully thinking things 
through with no answers to 
the above and many other 
questions presented in the 
past by concerned tax-
payers, watching council 
meetings, reading Tribune 
articles, thinking through 
the spins of certain politi-
cians, working for the city 
(22-year-employee, retired)  
and realizing their method 
of operation and seeing it 
from the inside and out, 
coupled with the lack of 
foresight and innovation for 
revenue-generating proj-
ects, I have concluded this 
past week, I am a fi rm NO 
ON D advocate and urge 
my fellow citizens, numer-
ous friends, relatives, tax-
payers, business owners, 
staff and neighbors to do 
the same.

Mary D. Moore
Park Pacifica

AYSO 
volunteers
Editor:
Pacifica AYSO is fortu-

nate to have so many won-
derful volunteers that make 
great things happen. Over 
1,000 soccer players from 
80 teams came from all 
over Northern California to 
compete in AYSO’s Pacifi ca 
Fog Classic on May 2nd and 
3rd. The tournament would 
never have been possible 
without the many Pacifi -
cans who spent two soggy, 
cold days making sure visit-
ing teams had a great expe-
rience here.

To the board members 
and volunteers who were 
invaluable in helping with 
the details — thank you. 
Marie Nahass, Mary Mil-
liken, Jeff Nahass, Mau-

reen Torres, Mike Dulay, 
Rich Vaznaugh and Kim 
Ng. Thanks to Kevin Mitch-
ell and Gary Boettigheimer,
the referee coordinators,
who spent countless hours 
scheduling and two full 
days on the fields.

AYSO appreciates the 
tournament teams and 
their fi eld marshals and 
concessions coordinators 
who were willing to step 
up, spend their entire week-
end on the fi elds, and make 
sure that each location was 
well staffed and organized. 
Thanks to Ron Guidi, Bev 
Davila, Joan Pugh-New-
man, Valerie Davidson, 
Masa Rambo, Kari Trainor, 
Kevin Voigt, Mimi Agun-
biade, Debbie Tarran, Lisa 
Stenback, and David Rog-
ers. There are many more 
individuals that put in a lot 
of time as well — you know 
who you are.

I’d also like to thank 
our tournament sponsors,
NewLife Christian Fellow-
ship and Shooting Stars 
Productions. A tournament 
donation was also made in 
memory of Jan Voskes, an 
avid soccer fan.

Soccer is the most popu-
lar sport in Pacifi ca. Don’t 
miss out on all the fun and 
make sure to register by 
June 10th so your child can 
have fun playing AYSO 
soccer this fall. Check out 
www.ayso157.org for de-
tails.

Jan Dolan
Director, Pacifica Fog  

 Classic

Pacifica’s 
clogged 
arteries

Editor:
Every school in Pacifi ca 

is classifi ed as exceeding
excellence in California, so 
why shop around? We don’t 
for police or fi re or public
services. Why go to see a 

Measure D on the May 19 
ballot deserves to be defeated. 
It’s a terrible burden on Paci-
fica retail businesses and it is 
not well thought out.

In this economy everyone 
— your family and our busi-
nesses — are tightening our
belts. This Measure D will 
push Pacifi ca’s sales tax to 
10.25 percent, the highest in 
San Mateo County and actu-
ally the highest in Northern 
California. All the surrounding 
communities will be less ex-
pensive to shop in.The result 
will be a lot of families shop-
ping out of town as they come 
home from work in the eve-
ning. This 10.25 percent tax
will actually reduce retail sales

in Pacifi ca and push Pacifica
consumers out of town.

City Council fi rst guessed
the tax would generate $1.7 
million and now thinks the 
number will be $1.3 million. 
The fi re department needs at 
least $1 million to stay at 2008
levels. We predict because
of the recession, this badly 
planned tax if passed will not 
even generate $1 million. The 
fire dept will be under funded. 
That’s real bad planning.

The City budget is only 
made worse by Council tak-
ing $141,000 in benefits a 
year and unbelievably award-
ing January 2009 raises to all 
staff who made over $100,000. 
What were they thinking?

The solution is to defeat 
this badly planned and ex-
pensive 10.25 percent tax. The 
City has a $4.6 million surplus.
For years the City has taken
money out of the surplus to 
pay for routine city programs. 
Now is the time to take $1 mil-
lion out of the surplus — and 
not our pocketbooks — to 
cover the Fire Department. All 
other city agencies are going 
to have to stay at 2008 budget 
levels just like the rest of us.

Retail sales in Pacifica have 
been in free fall for months. 
Everyone has severely re-
duced spending to see when 
the economy will turn around. 
This 10.25 percent tax will 
damage all small businesses 
in Pacifi ca.

Vote No on D, let’s wait to 
see what the economy does 
this year and then, if neces-
sary, institute a fi re depart-
ment tax early next year.

Dave Nanini owns Dave and 
Lou’s Service and Tim Perry is 
co-owner of Pacifica Lumber.Cartoon commentary by Mike Bell

USGS OPEN HOUSE
May 16-17 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. is the U.S. Geo-
logical Service (USGS) 9th
Triennial Open House. Sci-
entists at the USGS Menlo
Park campus are leaders in 
research on earthquakes,
water quality, volcanoes, 
coastal and marine geol-
ogy, mineral and energy 
resources, geography, and
the San Francisco Bay
ecosystem. Exhibits and
presentations illustrate the 
diversity of projects that 
USGS employees are en-
gaged in. Take advantage 
of this unique opportunity
to interact with USGS sci-
entists, enjoy hands-on ex-
hibits, and gain a greater 
appreciation of our human 
connection to the natural
systems of our dynamic
planet Earth. Parking and
admission are free. Pets 
are not allowed, other than 
Certified Seeing-Eye or
Assisted-Living animals.
All exhibits are wheelchair 
accessible. Handicapped 
parking is available. Lim-
ited food service is avail-
able. Alternatively, many 

restaurants are nearby in 
downtown Menlo Park and 
Palo Alto, less than a mile 
away. Open House is “kid
friendly.” Info: 650-329-
4390, wmcesic@usgs.gov

PADDLE TO THE SEA
Tuolumne River Trust
sponsors a three-week
festival celebrating the Tu-
olumne River as it courses 
from the Sierra Nevada 
to San Francisco Bay.
Kayakers and rafters begin 
this journey on the upper 
stretches of the Clavey and
Tuolumne rivers, travel 
through the Central Valley,
where canoeists take the 
lead, pass the confluence 
of the Tuolumne and San 
Joaquin rivers, and con-
tinue on to San Francisco 
Bay. Join them for kaya-
king, rafting, canoeing, 
and weekend celebration 
festivities. Come for a day,
a week, or the entire trip, 
May 16 to June 7. Info:
Tuolumne.org.

WINGS OF FREEDOM
Participating in the
Collings Foundation’s 

“Wings of Freedom” tour,
the Boeing B-17 Flying 
Fortress “Nine O Nine”
WWII Heavy Bomber, 
Consolidated B-24 Lib-
erator “Witchcraft” WWII 
Heavy Bomber, and P-51
Mustang fly into Mof-
fett Federal Airfi eld in
Mountain View for a visit 
May 15-23. This is a rare
opportunity to see these 
unique and rare treasures 
of aviation history. The
B-17 is one of only nine
in flying condition in the
United States. The B-24J
and Dual Control P-51C 
Mustang are the sole 
remaining examples of
their type flying anywhere 
in the world. Visitors are
invited to explore the 
aircraft inside and out: $12
donation for adults and $6
donation for children un-
der 12 requested for access 
to up-close viewing and
tours through the inside of
the aircraft. Visitors also 
can experience the once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
actually take a 30-minute 
flight aboard these rare 
aircraft. Flight experiences
are a tax-deductible dona-
tion. Flights on either the 
B-17 or B-24 are $425 per
person. Get some “stick 
time” in the world’s great-
est fighter! P-51 flights are
$2,200 for a half-hour and
$3,200 for a full hour. For 
reservations and informa-
tion on flight experiences,
call 800-568-8924. The
planes will be on display

at the Main Gate near the 
Control Tower on Cody 
Road. The tour will arrive
at 2 p.m. on Friday, May 
15 and will be on display
until the aircraft departs
Saturday, May 23 at 4 p.m. 
Hours of ground tours and 
display are: 2 through 4
p.m. on Friday, May 15; 10
a.m. through 4 p.m. Satur-
day, May 16 to Saturday,
May 23. The 30-minute 
flight experiences are 
normally scheduled before 
and after the ground tour 
times above. The tour trav-
els the nation as a fl ying
tribute to these aircraft;
the flight crews who fl ew 
them; the ground crews
who maintained them;
the workers who built 
them; the soldiers, sailors, 
and airmen they helped 
protect; and the citizens
and families who share the 
freedom that they helped
preserve. The B-17 and
B-24 were the backbone of
the American effort during
the war from 1942 to 1945,
and were famous for their 
ability to sustain dam-
age and still accomplish
the mission. Despite the 
risks of antiaircraft fire,
attacking enemy fight-
ers, and the harrowing
environment of subzero
temperatures, many B-17s 
and B-24s safely brought
their crews home. The 
P-51 Mustang was affec-
tionately known as the 
bombers’ “Little Friend,”
saving countless crews 

from attacking Axis fight-
ers. After the war, many
aircraft were scrapped for 
their raw aluminum.

SUSTAINABILITY HUB
Sustainable San Mateo
County (SSMC) is pre-
paring the ground for 
changing society. The 
Sustainability Hub is
SSMC’s newest commu-
nity resource for promot-
ing a healthy economy,
environment, and society
in San Mateo County. This
first-of-its-kind webtool
provides the community
with an easy way to share 
and find Sustainable Solu-
tions and Local Resources, 
as well as the first and
only Bay Area Green Jobs
Board. The Sustainability
Hub is a one-stop toolkit 
tailored for San Mateo 
County individuals, com-
munity groups, businesses,
and cities. Building upon 
the annual Indicators for 
a Sustainable San Mateo
County Report, the Hub
illustrates the connections
between what is happen-
ing in the Indicators Re-
port and how we can make 
improvements. Plenty of 
solid, credible sustain-
ability information already
exists, and there’s no need
for reinvention. Rather,
the Hub gathers informa-
tion most relevant to the 
local region in one place,
saving people time and 
frustration from searching
through an overwhelming 

sea of eco-information. 
The Sustainability Hub 
webtool is designed so 
that “portals: can be added 
for communities outside
San Mateo County. Visit
the Sustainability Hub at 
sustainabilityhub.net.

INNER EDIROT
“Roll Models and Spokes-
people” (double-pun head-
line on story about bicycle 
transportation advocates,
UC Berkeley Web site,
May 8)

SHARP PARK
NATIONWIDE
The May 11 Sports Illus-
trated magazine supple-
ment Golf Plus features a 
cover story on the big con-
troversy over Sharp Park
Golf Course, pitting golfers
against environmentalists 
and politicians in Pacifica
and San Francisco.

SWAMI SEZ
“As you slide down the 
banister of life, may the 
splinters never point the
wrong way.” (Dolores De 
Cabeza)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
�n My blog:
Pacifi caRiptide.com
n My editorial services:
Goofbuster.com 
�n My columns:
WanderingAndWondering.
com
n My address:
mayburrito@goofbuster.
com

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering

Community Forum & Opinions
My Turn

Dinah Verby
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OuriTurn
Dave Nanini and Tim Perry

Pacificans, take note: The 
latest budget revision from 
the State Department of Fi-
nance calls for “borrowing”
8 percent of city, county 
and special district property 
tax revenues to balance the 
state’s budget. For Pacifi ca, 
that could mean a loss of 
up to $900,000 in property 
tax revenue starting July 1, 
2009.

This is in addition to the 
$1 million loss from the ex-
piring fire assessment.

While we hope this does 
not happen, it could be-
come reality if the various 
state ballot measures fail 
on May 19.

Our local Measure D 
(1% local sales tax) will 
help offset these losses by 
providing an ongoing, local 
stream of revenue that can-
not be taken by the state.

Some Measure D oppo-
nents have created a dan-
gerously false impression
that the CIty has a $4+ 
million “surplus” that will 
carry us through. They are 
wrong. If Meaure D fails, 
current City budget esti-
mates call for $1.2 million 
in cuts even with the use 
of $4.4 million dollars in 
emergency reserves for the 
next fi scal year. In other 
words, vital services includ-
ing safety, community and 
human service programs
will be reduced if Measure 
D fails. There’s no getting 
around it. 

Sadly, the people who 
need these services the 
most including seniors,

youth and the poor will suf-
fer the most from these cut-
backs.

Also sad is the fact that 
the Measure D opponents
have proposed no alterna-
tive funding sources other 
than a one-time use of re-
serves. What is their plan 
for next year? And the year 
after?

Some folks are trying 
to blame City Council for 
this situation. However,
our City Council is not re-
sponsible for the worldwide 
economic crisis, or the fact
that fi nancial institutions
were mismanaged. Nor is 
City Council to blame for 
the fact that there is a credit
crunch and banks are cur-
rently not fi nancing devel-
opment projects.

Our City Council is do-
ing an excellent job of try-
ing to balance our budget
and keep Pacifi ca solvent
by presenting us with an 
option for local control 
over local funds. City Coun-
cil is not forcing this tax on 
us. They are letting us, the 
voters, decide. It is our de-
cision whether we want to 
preserve our vital city ser-
vices.

I respect every person’s 
right to vote no. But please, 
if you vote no, do so with 
the certain knowledge that 
you will be voting to cut vi-
tal city services, which will 
be harmful to all of us.

Better yet, please re-
think, change your mind, 
and Vote Yes on D, for ev-
eryone’s sake.

New reasons to 
vote yes on D

Vote no on ‘D’

Letters
Continued from Page 10
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