
Pacifica Peace People are 
proud to announce the first 
recipient of their exciting
new “Student Peacemaker
of the Year” Award. It will 
be presented to Oceana se-
nior Paula Reves at Oceana’s
Award Night on May 19.

As a responsible leader of
her peers at Oceana, Reves 
encourages and supports 
others in her school com-
munity.

Her compassion, kind-
ness, and optimism are signs 
of a peaceful heart. She cel-
ebrates diversity, speaks out 
against injustice, and gently
guides other young people 
toward a more peaceful 
world.

As a trained peer media-
tor, she realizes the value of 
listening without judgment 
until those involved in the 
conflict feel fully “heard.” 
As the structure of the me-
diation is followed, nobody
“wins,” but the issue gets re-
solved. This is great training 
for resolving peace issues in 
the world at large.

Reves is self-motivated
and has held student body

offices all four years. Easily 
navigating through diverse 
groups at Oceana, she has 
been active with the Gay
Straight Alliance Club, and 
she energizes all the student 
body with her enthusiasm 
as rally commissioner this 
year.

Her community service 
includes working in Glide 
Memorial Church’s soup 
kitchen and at the San Fran-
cisco Blood Bank. She has 
been a Diller Teen Fellow 
and traveled to Israel, where 
she worked on community 
projects.

With Paula’s strong de-
sire to help those in need, it 
is no surprise that she wants 
to be a doctor. She plans to
be a neonatologist so she 
can help babies and parents 
of babies with severe medi-
cal conditions. She will at-
tend UC Davis.

In talking about world 
peace, she acknowledges 
that it will take a lot of time. 
Things are happening, but it 
is a slow process.

She says universal toler-
ance is needed.

Pacifica Peace People 
has recently expanded its 
agenda to promote positive 
actions that emphasize pro-
peace educational efforts in 
our schools and our commu-
nity as a whole. We hope that 
creating a culture of peace 
here in Pacifica will bring
people together, even those 
who may have divergent 
views, and will empower all 
of us to feel safe, secure, ac-
knowledged for who we are,
and comfortable enough to 
work peaceably with others 
in a positive and productive 
way for the betterment of 
our community.

Young people are now 
taking up the stewardship of 
our land; working for peace 
is the next step. We hope 
that by encouraging our 
young people to be peace-
makers in our schools, we 
can help foster a new gen-
eration of peacemakers in 
our world.

 Pacifica Peace People 
would like to thank the peo-
ple who contributed to this 
$500 award: Florey’s Book 
Co., Elizabeth’s Styling 

Salon, members of St. Ed-
mund’s Episcopal Church, 
and some very generous 
citizens of our community.

We will give this award to
a Terra Nova student next 
year and will gratefully ac-
cept donations anytime. You 

can donate through our Web 
site: www.pacificapeacepeo-
ple.net

— Linda Peebles

DEPT. OF REDUNDANCY
DEPT.
San Francisco Chronicle
weather report provider wun-
derground.com forecast “breezy
winds” on May 7. As opposed to 
windy breezes?

SHARP PARK PEACE
Butch Larroche posted on
Pacifica Riptide: “So far ‘all’s
quiet on the western front,’ as 
they say. Have you seen the new
fence on the levee? It will help
keep dogs off the course and 
away from the frog and snake
habitats. Also, signage has been 
installed around Laguna Salada 
deeming it a sensitive area and 
asking golfers to keep out. We 
also will re-mark the course
with several new environmental 
areas. These will be considered 
hazard areas and golfers are 
not to enter under threat of be-
ing asked to leave. Several golf
courses in the Bay Area have
these areas on their courses and
mostly the golfers respect these
areas. With these changes, I’m
sure that we will have a solution
that all can live with.” (Maybur-
ritogram: They say good fences
make good neighbors.)

PERFECTA
How about pitcher Dallas “Get
Off My Mound” Braden’s perfect
game May 9 for the Oakland A’s
versus the Tampa Bay Rays! Ac-
cording to a chart in the May 10
San Francisco Chronicle, perfect
games have occurred every few
years since 1956, but none at all
between 1922 and 1956. How
could that be? Was the hitting

that much better, or the pitch-
ing that much worse, during 
those 32 years? Beisbol idiot 
savant Juan Mayburrito would
like to hear your theories.

BLACK FRIDAY
May 14, 2010 was the 50th an-
niversary of Black Friday, a day 
that lives in infamy in Bay Area 
history, when police turned
fire hoses on students peace-
fully demonstrating against the
House Un-American Activities
Committee meeting inside S.F. 
City Hall. When I saw the film
of this event as a junior high 
school student, I was outraged 
by scenes of police dragging 
clean-cut college kids out of
City Hall and downstairs, the
demonstrators’ heads and limbs 
thumping on the hard marble 
steps. It was a seminal mo-
ment for me and many other 
young people in this country,
who were galvanized by this
brutality into joining the grow-
ing nationwide unrest and the
movements for civil rights, non-
violence, peace, environmental-
ism, and feminism.

THOUGHTFUL DONATIONS
Pacifica Resource Center (PRC)
accepts donations of travel-size
soaps, shampoos, and other
toiletries. Those who are home-
less in our “bedroom commu-
nity” particularly appreciate
these items. (The closest shower
facilities are at Orange Park in
South San Francisco. Vouchers
for those showers are available
from the St. Vincent de Paul
shop on Grand Avenue in South

San Francisco. Pacificans who
use these services rely on the
PRC pantry for their hygiene 
items, including toothbrushes,
soap, and socks.) PRC also is 
beginning to formally integrate
the pantry into City of Pacifica
disaster preparedness planning
by maintaining an inventory
of critical supplies, including
bottled water. PRC is open
weekdays at Palmetto and Santa
Maria in Sharp Park.

ART IS ALIVE
Marv Morganti says that re-
nowned artist Susan Rios has 
painted Hanni’s Fine Gifts in
Rockaway with “vibrant col-
ors depicting the view from
the front of the store…another 
aspect of ‘Art Is Alive’ in our
hometown.”

JOLLY GREEN JOB
Midpeninsula Regional Open 
Space District seeks a Resource 
Specialist I to work with Cindy 
Roessler in the Operations De-
partment. Info: openspace.org

ALL AGES WELCOME
Artists ages 3 to 120 are eligible 
to enter the Earth Day Art Con-
test. Deadline to submit entries
is May 24 at 6 p.m. Email info@
smdailyjournal.com or mail to
800 South Claremont Street 
#210, San Mateo, CA 94402.

SORRY WE ASKED
“I find it a lousy idea. You don’t
get smarter, you don’t get wiser,
you don’t get more mellow, you
don’t get more kindly. Nothing
really happens. Your back hurts
more, you get more indigestion,
your eyesight isn’t as good, you
need a hearing aid. It’s a bad
business getting older, and I
would advise you not to do it.”
(Woody Allen, speaking about
aging, to reporters at the Cannes 
Film Festival, May 15)

PACIFICANS CARE
Pacificans Care is now up and
running at Pacificans-Care.org
with a downloadable Host 
Information Guide, incentives,

deadlines, free application, etc.
for Summer Sweep City Wide 
Garage Sale on August 7. Info:
Bill Michaelis at 650-359-0836 
or Kathy Gustavson at skgust@
aol.com
 
SAVE THE WHALES
Join Hands Along the Coast
Rally to Save the Whales, Sun-
day, May 23 at 10 a.m. on Sharp 
Park Pier, Pacifica.
Info: wanconservancy.org

GHOST TRAIN 
Santa Cruz County Regional 
Transportation Commission
(RTC) has unanimously agreed 
to purchase the Santa Cruz
Branch Rail Line from the 
current owner, Union Pacific
Railroad, for a negotiated price 
of $14.2 million for the 32-
mile line, with a commitment
to invest $5 million to make 
improvements to the line. Com-
missioners expressed optimism
about the future potential of
the 130-year-old transportation 
corridor that for many years has 
been restricted for use exclu-
sively by freight rail service. 
The corridor spans many of the 
area’s top attractions -- includ-
ing parks, community centers, 
schools, beaches and villages
-- and is within a mile of almost 
half of the county’s residential
population. Info: sccrtc.org or 
831-460-3200.

SITESEER
n Model railroads for backyard
and garden: diamondcar.net
n Search Pacifi ca arrest records: 
localcrimenews.com
n Grow a vertical rain forest in your 
living room: plantsonwalls.com
n Old-time radio shows: archive.org 
n Neighborhood watch signs
and tips: nnwi.org

RUMMAGE HELP
Pacifica Historical Society des-
perately needs volunteers with
or without trucks to set up and 
run its annual rummage sale 
in Linda Mar shopping center:
today through Friday, May 21 at
noon, set up the sales room; Fri-

day, May 21 through Saturday,
May 29 from noon to 6, work
the sale (some sit-down jobs 
available). Pick your times. PHS
needs a lot of help. Call Shirlee 
at 650-355-6625 or Kathleen at
650-359-5462. They also need 
your donated items to sell at
the rummage sale. Bring them
to the storefront in Linda Mar
shopping center, today through 
Friday, May 21 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. (plus Wednesday, May 
19 till 8 p.m.). It’s time to clean 
out your closets and garages.
PHS needs your donations of 
books, CDs, DVDs, toys, games, 
kitchenware, holiday decora-
tions, clothing, furniture, etc. If
you have larger items to donate
and cannot deliver them, call 
Shirlee at 650-355-6625 to ar-
range pickup.

DOORKNOCKER
“April Vargas, candidate for 
San Mateo County Supervisor,
knocked on my door today and 
said she was out introducing
herself. We started talking about
the City of Pacifi ca and she
knew exactly what my concerns 
were going to be. We chatted
for about 15 minutes and she 
took notes on my comments.
First time someone running for 
office came out here with the
door-knocking approach. We 
both agreed that this is the best
way to get the public to know
a candidate.” (Jim Alex post on 
Pacifica Riptide)

SWAMI SEZ
“Corporation (noun): An 
ingenious device for securing
individual profit without indi-
vidual responsibility.” (Ambrose 
Bierce, “The Devil’s Dictionary”)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
Email:
Mayburrito@goofbuster.com. 
Columns: pacificatribune.com,
wanderingandwondering.com. 
Blogs:
pacificariptide.com, sfgate.com 
(Peninsula Coastside).
Copyediting/proofreading:
goofbuster.com 

Community Forum & Opinions
I

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury
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Rebuilding
together

Editor:
Once again we were for-

tunate enough to take part
in the National Rebuild
Together for our citizens
in Pacifica. This project is 
next to impossible with-
out volunteers, donations,
skilled laborers and hard
work. This year I would 
like to start by thanking 
Recology of the Coast and
the employees that helped 
make it happen. Recology 
not only donated a haul bin
for us but had the patience 
to leave it there longer than 
expected while we fixed 
an issue that we unknow-
ingly created. Rick Bau-
man Floors donated their
time to replace the hallway
and living room that were
creating a safety issue. Be-
fore the work started, Rick
approached me and stated
that he wanted to do all the 
bedrooms and dining room
as well. So, he and his crew
took care of it. AJS Rain
Gutters and Sheet Metal

replaced and painted new 
gutters and down spouts.
Originally we planned on 
patching the exterior paint
on the front of the home,
when Jason from H2 Con-
struction decided that he 
would just paint the entire 
home. Students from the
CSM Fire Science program 
cleaned, mowed, pruned, 
hauled away, put up safety
rails, moved furniture, etc.
They were only asked to
paint the hallway and ad-
joining rooms. They stayed 
late and painted every room. 
Pacifica Firefighters, retired 
and employed, did every-
thing from hanging new
doors and smoke detectors 
to painting and man power. 
Upper Crust Deli provided 
sandwiches for the volun-
teers, Linda Mar Safeway 
provided a gift card for re-
freshments and the St. Peter 
Church Group donated  ad-
ditional food and refresh-
ments. Last, but not least, 
the neighbors on Rio Vista
really came through with 
volunteering their time and 
manpower. All neighbor-
hoods should be as caring 
and eager to help as they 
were. We are looking for-
ward to next year already.

Eddy Horodenski
Pacifica Fire Depart-

ment

Bravo for
Stage 2

Editor:
Last weekend, Stage 2, 

a new and important local 
theater group, unveiled its 
first play, “The Exonerated,” 
on the Spindrift stage. The 
play, with a professional 
cast of actors from through-
out the Bay Area, presented 
in a creative readers’ the-
ater setting, was one of the 
best I can remember in re-
cent years on any stage and 
at any price. And Stage 2 
was free with voluntary do-
nation.

The play was based on
interviews with six people 
who spent years behind
bars on Death Row and
within sight of the death 
chamber for murders they 
did not commit.

One might expect six 
bleeding heart monologues 
from victims’ decrying
“capital punishment,” but 
the characters were hu-
man, admitting their faults
(but certainly not murder),
with wit and often humor.
We saw a carefully crafted
succession of events telling 
each person’s story with 
specially taped music and 
special effects which trans-
ported us to crime scenes,

arrests and incarnations of 
characters we grew to care 
about.

It is no surprise that the 
Governor of Illinois said 
seeing this play was a fac-
tor in his decision to com-
mute the sentences of 167
Death Row prisoners in 
2003. They should try this 
in California, Texas and 
other places considering 
the death penalty.

This great contempo-
rary theater group will 
hold auditions for its next 
production, “Electricidad,” 
May 22-23 at the Spindrift 
Theater. If you are an ac-
tor, try out. If not, go to the 
performance and contrib-
ute generously to keep free 
contemporary theater alive 
in Pacifica.

Anna Boothe
Park Pacifica

Horsley for 
Supervisor
Editor:
For many years I was

in a profession that re-
quires the use of Sheriff 
Civil Divisions throughout
California. I’ve had hands-
on experience with every
one of the 58 counties in
this State — and I can say 
easily, without any doubt,

that the San Mateo Coun-
ty’s Civil Division was the 
best agency to deal with 
in the entire state. That 
didn’t happen by accident,
that happened because the 
Sheriff made it possible for 
his deputies to provide hu-
man, humane and profes-
sional services as a matter 
of course.

There was no bureau-
cratic BS that is so normal 
in government. You found 
people that were enabled 
to help, to be reasonable,
to provide the service nec-
essary. And it worked. 
And please notice the use 
of the term “humane.” That 
to me is fundamental. Don 
Horsley provided that abil-
ity to his deputies.

I also know that Don 
has been a Rotarian for at 
least 20 years.

Simply, he has given his 
time and his money to help 
others, in putting Service 
Above Self. Is that enough 
for my vote? No. But when 
you combine the best Civil 
Division in the State with a
Rotarian in charge? Yes.

But why change from 
success, progress, innova-
tion, great management 
and the fi scal responsibil-
ity that we have enjoyed 
with Don Horsley?

What can be better than 

a seasoned pro who knows 
how to do the job?

One last thought: My 
grandfather carried a 
pocket knife, a promo-
tional from Pontiac Motors 
where he worked in the 
‘30s, for many years.

I’ve been carrying it for 
many years since he died. 
It’s all of 3 inches, old, 
rusty and ineffectual. Sev-
eral months ago I had to 
go through a checkpoint 
at one of the San Mateo 
courts, and a deputy sher-
iff spotted the knife (I 
didn’t exactly hide it; I put 
it in the tray we are all fa-
miliar with) and the deputy 
suggested that I move the 
knife back to my vehicle
and try the security check-
point again.

The deputy had the au-
thority to understand the 
situation and respond ac-
cordingly. No employee 
gets that freedom to handle 
a situation without gover-
nance and understanding 
from the top.

My vote is simply for 
Don, and I encourage ev-
eryone else to support him 
and vote for him. I person-
ally wish Ms. Vargas the 
best — just not in this elec-
tion.

Steven A. Wright
Park Pacifica
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‘Student Peacemaker of the Year’ Award given to Oceana student
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Paula Reves, in the center. From left to right are Delia McGrath (PPP member), Linda 
Peebles (PPP member), Jonas Barbour (VP of Oceana), Paula Reves (the senior receiving 
the award), Caro Pemberton (principal of Oceana), and David Peebles (PPP member.)


