
I remember a wag who 
once said that there were only 
two types of people, those 
who divide everyone into two 
groups, and those who don’t.  
Good logic. An updated ver-
sion would be people who 
voted for change, and those 
who didn’t. Be careful of what 
you ask for still holds true. (Of 
course, the alternative was no 
better.)  The President is sur-
rounded by the Council on 
Foreign Relations, the shad-
owy but real organization 
working for a socialist world 
government. John McCain 
is also CFR, and would have 
supported the same current 
socialist/global agenda. The 
much despised and reviled 
George Bush, is  a Skull & 
Bones member from Yale, 
as is John Kerry. The S&B is 
another group working for 
global governance. No sur-
prise that  GWB  was promot-
ing open borders, the Super-
highway, the North American 
Union, a new North American 
currency, (the Amero as early 
as Jan 2010), and his worldly 
laundry list went on. No con-
servative, pro-American he! 
And you wondered why our 
southern border is a sieve for 
illegal immigration? The Re-
publican Party is also domi-
nated by  the World Insiders.

Saul Alinsky was a Chicago 
street community organizer 
who was always working for 
“change.” However, Alinsky’s 
“change” was a street code 
word for a socialist revolution 
and redistribution of wealth. 
No surprise,  he was also a 
Marxist/Leninist, and founded 
the organizations that Presi-
dent Obama worked for and 

represented as their counsel. 
Recently, Alan Keyes, an in-
dependent who ran for presi-
dent in 2008, called President 
Obama  a Communist. My, 
my, strong words!

In 2001 in an Op-ed letter 
to the Tribune I wrote, “The 
two major mortgage bodies, 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, 
have infused tens of millions 
of dollars into the real estate 
market, creating a false, and 
eventual collapsing real es-
tate economy. These giant 
government sponsored enter-
prises are the real culprit.” A 
reference to false,  higher real 
estate prices. To busy giddy 
minds, we are supposed to 
be outraged at the 165 million 
dollars given to AIG execu-
tives. This is less than 1% of 
the 183 billion dollars given 
to AIG itself. Why the bail-
out of a bankrupt insurance 
company? Why was Franklin 
Rains, head of failed Fannie 
Mae, given  90 million dol-
lars as a bonus? Not a media 
peep!  In less than a week, 
Congress gave two trillion 
dollars (not the reported 700 
billion.) to the banks. When 
asked by Congress what they 
did with the money, Congress 
was told  “we can’t tell you.” 
Huh? Hey, that’s our money, 
whadda you mean you can’t 
tell us?

Thirty years ago it was 
sound fi nancial advice for 
capital preservation to avoid 
dollar denominated assets. 
Today, that same advice is 
crucial in spades. We all hear  
sad stories involving savings 
accounts/investments/ IRAs/
401Ks/stocks and bonds, all 
down 30-50%. I read where 

8 trillion dollars has been 
lost by investors in the fi nan-
cial markets. The banking 
collapse destroys the capital 
formation of a country. The 
underlying problem is not the 
stock market, it is the credit 
(bond) market. There is too 
much debt to be serviced by 
the GDP.(read derivatives). If 
you think for a nano-second 
that the fi nancial markets are 
coming back to bail out your 
financial portfolio, you are 
sadly mistaken.

The country is insolvent-
it ain’t coming back! As the 
one-liner goes - what part of 
the word “insolvent”  don’t 
you understand? And you 
can take that to the bank! 
Bad pun intended. And all the 
while, Congress bails out the 
banks. If you aren’t mad as a 
wet hen, you should be. Have 
you noticed,  the banks priva-
tize their profi ts, and social-
ize their debts! Bottom line, 

they have euchred 50% +or- 
of your life savings, and if 
you don’t change your ways, 
you will surely lose the rest. 
DYODD & LOL.

Are you still an anthro-
pogenic (man-made)  global
warming fan? If yes, not 
good. “For how many years 
must the planet cool before 
we begin to understand that 
the planet is not warming? 
For how many years must 
cooling go on?” Geologist 
Dr. David Gee, Chairman 
of the science committee of 
the 2008 International Geo-
logical Congress. “The global 
warming scare is being used 
as a political tool to increase 
government control over 
American lives, incomes and 
decision making. It has no 
place in the Society’s activi-
ties.” Jack Schmidt, Norwe-
gian Geological Survey and 
the U.S. Geological Survey. 
I could fi ll a page of the Tri-
bune with similar statements. 
But if you live inside the ma-
jor media box along with the 
90 and 9, then you are part of 
the sheeple being sheared on 
a daily basis. Would Al Gore, 
Mr. Internet himself, lie to 
us?

Cap and trade. Another
wonderful scheme to sepa-
rate more people from their 
money with resultant higher 
taxes. Alternative energy, cur-
rently 1% solar and 2% wind 
as estimated  numbers, just 
won’t cut it. Perhaps double 
in 10  years - wow! We should
be independent of  Mideast 
oil after 30+ years,  why 
hasn’t that happened? Why 
not drill Alaska’s ANWR? We 
need 2,000 acres, which is a 
page of a newspaper com-
pared to a football fi eld in 
relation to Alaska. And it’s a 
barren region to begin with. 
Nuclear energy should be a 
no-brainer, and coal is on the 
cutting edge of being clean.   
Hey, enviros - get real - hey 
Americans, get mad!

So I sent a copy of “Semi-
centennial – the Book,” the 
compilation of columns 
from last year, to my con-
servative mom in San Di-
ego, who said it was “funny, 
but why do you always have 
to pick on George Bush?”

That’s like asking why 
dogs lick themselves (an-
swer: because they can 
— and they lack opposable 
thumbs). George made it 
possible for marginal sati-
rists like me to appear witty, 
but now we have our work 
cut out for us.

In honor of Mother’s 
Day, I pledge to lay off the 

ex-president, who mom 
pointed out was NOT re-
sponsible for 9/11 because it 
happened a mere 10 months 
after his election. I will start 
criticizing President Obama 
just as soon as he has been 
in offi ce long enough to be 
responsible for anything, 
September 12 at the earli-
est.

In the meantime, here is 
a local angle on some past 
presidents:

Richard Nixon: his Cali-
fornia home was called 
“Casa Pacifi ca” (Spanish for 
“Western White House”).

John F. Kennedy: shot on 

November 22nd, the same 
day of the year Pacifi ca was 
incorporated. (There is no
evidence that Lee Harvey 
Oswald knew this at the 
time.)

Ronald Reagan: was once 
treated by Pacifi ca’s resident 
hand therapist Nancy Petty. 
(Apparently he had gone so 
far to the right his left hand 
had begun to atrophy.)

Oops, I’m sounding par-
tisan again, sorry mom. I’ll 
move on to strictly local 
issues, which she knows 
nothing about. Such as the 
disclosure that Jeff Simons, 
the city council candidate 
who ran on a platform of 
fiscal responsibility, owes 
$11,000 from his losing 
campaign. He owes it to his 
wife, which can only mean 
one thing: lots and lots of 
dishwashing.

$11,000 is more than 
Mary Ann Nihart spent on 
her winning campaign, but 
a drop in the bucket com-
pared to the $1.3 million 
Peebles spent not convinc-
ing us to vote yes on L. Re-

member when he said that 
if L lost he would put a big-
box retail in the Quarry? 
Many of us, tired of driving 
over the hill for stuff, replied 
in our best Pee Wee Herman 
voice, “Is that a promise or 
a threat?” Now that he has 
put the property up for sale 
we have the answer, it was 
a threat.

A question to the folks 
who made the “No On D 
– No taxation without rep-
resentation” signs: can you 
even vote on something if
you don’t have representa-
tion?

This just in: Petra Wul-
lenjohn; a Pacifi can in her 
40s, was asked by the perky 
young checker at Ross if 
she wanted the senior dis-
count. (Note to checkers: 
this is akin to asking some-
one if they are pregnant, if 
the answer is no - duck!)
She left in a huff and went
to Safeway, where she pro-
ceeded to be carded while 
purchasing a bottle of wine, 
restoring balance to the uni-
verse. (For the record, she 

looks 37.)
Kudos to Lynn Adams 

and the thousands who
participated in Pacifi ca’s
most successful Earth Day 
cleanup yet, for realizing 
that if any institution is truly 
“too big to fail,” it’s planet 
Earth. My favorite day to 
pick up litter? The day after 
Earth Day. I can personally 
get the whole city spotless 
in about half an hour.

Previously, I invited 
readers to come up with a 
new slogan to replace “Sce-
nic Pacifi ca!” and got many 
passionate responses, in-
cluding several that can be 
printed in a family paper.
Most were of the complain-
ing variety, such as Steve 
Sinai’s: “Too many hippies 
here!” and Mike Bell’s: “We 
never miss an opportunity 
to miss an opportunity!”

The top three entries
from a remotely pro-visitor 
standpoint: “Where global
warming is our friend!” by 
Jennifer Ball, “We like it 
this way!” by Peter Loeb,
and my personal favorite,

“Where the hills roll out 
to where the sea rolls in” 
by beatnik plumber Dan 
Underhill, who gets bonus
points for leaving out the 
exclamation mark.

Finally, our community 
has lost a local legend. 
Mildred Owen, whom Roy 
Earnest described as “The 
Bill Graham of Pacifi ca,”
recently passed away. I 
had the honor of introduc-
ing her at the “Evening 
with The Stars” event last 
year and opened with this 
line: “There is one person 
whose name is synonymous 
with the Sanchez Perform-
ing Arts Center, and that 
person is — Don Francisco
Sanchez. But Mildred Owen 
is the one who turned it into 
a thriving concert hall.”

Sanchez already has 
his adobe, let’s rename the 
room “Owen Hall.”

Ian Butler is Host of Laugh 
Locally on PCT26, which 
he promises will have new 
shows again eventually.
Ianbutler@netzero.net.

Tourism close to home

SAVE OUR SCHOOLS
Saving Pacifica Schools, a 
newly formed political action 
committee (PAC), is running
an online petition to secure 
TARP funds for reimburse-
ment of monies lost in the col-
lapse of Lehman Brothers. The 
Pacifica School District (PSD)
was required by law to deposit 
money in the county treasury,
which invested the money
in Lehman Brothers bonds.
When Lehman Brothers went 
bankrupt, PSD lost $700,000.
On May 21, Congressman 
Barney Frank is holding
hearings on disbursing TARP
funds to public entities that 
have been financially dam-
aged. If you would consider
“signing” the online petition, it 
would help bring recognition 
of PSD’s financial situation 
to Congressman Frank, and
perhaps more important, to 
U.S. Treasury Secretary Tim
Geithner. Please sign the 
petition at thepetitionsite.
com/1/savpacschools. (Matt 
Levie, PacificaRiptide.com)

MISTER CLEAN
Ian Butler took a picture of
trashed Sanchez Creek, which 
runs through Sharp Park Golf
Course, and posted the photo 
on PacificaRiptide.com, along

with an invitation to golfers
and environmentalists to join 
him in a creek cleanup May 9
(both sides in the golf course 
debate claim to be stewards 
of nature). It was interest-
ing to see who showed up
to “walk the talk” with Ian:
a sprinkling of folks of all 
political persuasions. (Read
Riptide’s Recent Comments 
to see what happened at the 
work party.) Meanwhile, I
want to nominate Ian for a 
NoBull Prize for his Earth Day
trifecta: He recruited a bunch
of kids hanging out in front of 
Manor Safeway drinking beer,
loaded them into his truck,
and soon had them picking up 
trash on the beach. Ian said
they were hard workers. And 
so in one fell swoop, Ian dis-
covered a cure for pollution,
teen alcoholism, and juvenile 
delinquency. Not bad for a 
comedian.

VEGGIE DAY
The Belgian city of Ghent is
about to become the first in
the world to go vegetarian
at least once a week. Ghent 
means to recognize the impact 
of livestock on the environ-
ment. The UN says livestock
is responsible for nearly
one-fifth of global greenhouse 

gas emissions, hence Ghent’s 
declaration of a weekly “veg-
gie day.” Public offi cials and
politicians will be the first
to give up meat for a day.
Schoolchildren will follow suit
with their own “veggiedag” 
in September. It is hoped the 
move will cut Ghent’s envi-
ronmental footprint and help 
tackle obesity. Around 90,000 
so-called “veggie street maps” 
are now being printed to help 
people find the city’s vegetar-
ian eateries. (Chris Mason,
BBC News)

COUNTY TOPS
Moody’s Investors Service 
has affirmed San Mateo
County’s issuer rating of Aa1 
as part of its annual ratings 
review. The Aa1 rating was 
initially assigned by Moody’s 
last August when the County 
refinanced its Youth Services 
Center bonds. Moody’s also 
assigned an Aa3 rating to
the County’s 2003 Maguire 
Jail bonds and affirmed the 
Aa3 rating assigned to the 
2008 Youth Services Center
refinancing as part of the 
review. With issuer ratings of
Aa1 from Moody’s and AAA 
from Standard and Poor’s,
San Mateo County continues
to be the highest-rated county 
in the state. These high ratings 
are a reflection of the County’s
creditworthiness. This means 
that the County can borrow
money (issue bonds) at lower 
interest rates, which saves 
taxpayer dollars. (Marshall 
Wilson, San Mateo County)

PET FOOD ALERT
The U.S. Food and Drug

Administration (FDA) has
confirmed that the agency
is investigating NUTRO pet
food, following a series of 
unexplained illnesses and
deaths. Consumers have been 
complaining for more than
two years that their pets have 
become ill after eating NUTRO 
products; many have recov-
ered when they were switched 
to other foods. The company 
has steadfastly denied that its 
food is to blame. Until now, 
the FDA has been mum about
whether it was actively inves-
tigating the company. Today, 
the FDA’s Division of Freedom 
of Information confirmed the 
agency has an ongoing inves-
tigation into NUTRO  and said 
that investigation could be
criminal or civil in nature. The 
office did not elaborate on the 
nature or focus of that investi-
gation. The investigation came 
to light when the FDA denied 
a Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request by Consumer-
Affairs.com seeking a list of
complaints and lab results the 
agency has collected regarding 
NUTRO pet food. The agency 
denied the request and said 
that releasing the information 
could hamper “prospective 
or ongoing” action by law en-
forcement. “The document(s) 
constitute record(s) compiled 
for law enforcement purposes, 
the disclosure of which could
reasonably be expected to
interfere with enforcement 
proceedings,” wrote the FDA’s
George A. Strait, Jr., assistant 
commissioner for public af-
fairs. (Lisa Wade McCormick,
ConsumerAffairs.com, April
20)

GREEN CAREER
Contemplating a green career 
change? Not sure how to start? 
Acterra’s “Be the Change” 
environmental leadership pro-
gram can give you the training 
and experience you need to 
help you down the path to a 
new “green” career. Many
of our graduates have used 
the program as a way to ease 
back into the workforce after 
a period at home, and others
have used the experience to 
“green” their current job or 
company. “Be the Change”
is training a corps of leaders 
of all ages who are develop-
ing productive, innovative
solutions to the environmental
challenges before us. The pro-
gram offers a 10-month course 
that starts in September and 
features monthly seminars 
that teach participants how
to be effective change agents
where they live, work, wor-
ship, or play. The curriculum 
revolves around environmen-
tal information, personal skills 
mastery, and social change 
processesand everyone does a
project to put what he or she 
has learned into practice. We 
have top-notch speakers and 
advisors, and the other class 
members are also emerging 
leaders with demonstrated 
skills. All members learn 
from one another and come
away with a group of 25-30 
new friends. We are holding
info sessions for potential
program applicants to: learn
more about program content;
meet others who care about
our environment; talk with 
“Be the Change” participants,
advisors, and program staff.

Dates and locations (all from 
6-8 p.m.): May 21, Sunnyvale 
Community Center; June 
3, Redwood City Council 
Chambers; July 30, Mountain 
View City Council Chambers. 
Contact: Rebecca Araiz Iver-
son, Director, Be the Change 
Environmental Leadership 
Program, 650-922-1787 (cell)

SWAMI SEZ
“Your conscience is what 
hurts when the rest of you 
feels good.” (Wiley Riposte)

SITESEER
�n Help ban Styrofoam state-
wide: environmentcalifornia.
org
�n Nothing to do? Nowhere to 
go? PacificaRiptide.com event 
calendar
�n San Francisco top U.S. 
recycler at 72 percent: sfgate.
com
�n New Bay Bridge construc-
tion photos/videos: bata.mtc.
ca.gov
 n Warren Buffett’s green 
prefabs: lowimpactliving.com
 n Erwin James, writer-con-
vict-fugitive: guardian.co.uk
�n Puzzles, riddles, tests, 
games: humorsphere.com
�n Algae, fuel of the future: 
valcent.eu
�n The mayor of Mississauga, 
a real firecracker: youtube.
com

MAYBURRITOVILLE
�n Columns: WanderingAnd-
Wondering.com
�n Blog: PacificaRiptide.com 
�n Editorial services: 
Goofbuster.com 
�n E-mail: mayburrito@goof-
buster.com
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One of my favorite dates 
with my husband, Mike, 
before we were married,
was one Saturday evening 
when we decided to play 
tourist and experience an 
area of San Francisco from 
that perspective. 

Indian summer weather 
was prevailing, just beg-
ging us to be outdoors. We 
took BART to Powell Street, 
hopped on a cable car and 
hung on the outside until 
we reached our destina-
tion – Fisherman’s Wharf.  
We bought clam chowder 
from one of the restaurants 
hawking it from the side-
walks. 

We went to the Wax Mu-
seum and checked out sou-
venier shops. 

A street artist did our 
caricature, which we still 
possess. We had a tarot 
card reading, watched a 
mime, and listened to street 
musicians. 

The fi nal stop was the 
Buena Vista Café for Irish 
coffees to warm us up. 
Then a cable car ride back 
to Powell Street, this time 
in the dark of night with 
all the downtown lights 
providing a spectacular no-
cost view. 

The best part is, we both 
still remember this as one 
of our favorite times to-

gether.
After this great outing, 

our goal was to occasion-
ally choose a different part 
of the City and explore it. 
But we got married, had 
kids, and yada yada yada 
and we never played tourist 
again!

This month marks 20 
years since we moved to 
Pacifica, and I have to admit 
that we have not explored 
our present hometown as 
well as we should have by 
now. With the economy the 
way it is, leading many peo-
ple searching for fun closer 
to home, I would like to of-
fer this column as a forum 
for Pacifi cans to share their 
favorite spots or opportuni-
ties here in town.

Each neighborhood has 
its own uniqueness and 
most likely has a fairly un-
known treasure – like the 
llamas on Danmann Av-
enue in Pedro Point. 

So, I’m putting it out
there. I’m asking that you 
share your knowledge of a 
free or inexpensive sight or 
outing that you enjoy – ei-
ther solely, with friends, or 
as a family – here in Paci-
fica. 

Feel free to e-mail me at 
marie.martin@comcast.net
or send me a note c/o the 
Tribune.

Send your education news
to education writer Jane Northrop at

jnorthrop@bayareanewsgroup.com

“Patriotism means to stand
by the country. It does
not mean to stand by the 
president or any other public
official save exactly to the 
degree in which he himself
stands by the country. It 
is patriotic to support him
insofar as he efficiently
serves the country. It is 
unpatriotic not to oppose
him to the exact extent that 
by inefficiency or otherwise 
he fails in his duty to stand 
by the country. In either 
event, it is unpatriotic not 
to tell the truth- whether 
about the president or 
anyone else- save in the 
rare cases where this would
make known to the enemy
information of military value
which would  otherwise be 
unknown to him.”

— Theodore Roosevelt


