
NEW RECOLOGY SERVICES
Hey, fellow Recology custom-
ers, still confused or unclear 
about what to put where and
when? Here is our handy guide 
to getting rid of all your stuff in
the right containers on the right 
days:
n BLUE RECYCLING TOTER 
(biweekly): plastic containers
#1-7, glass bottles and jars, 
metal cans, aluminum foil,
paper, cardboard (plain and
waxed). Everything should be
clean and dry. (Recycle clean,
dry plastic bags at Safeway,
Oceana, and other markets.)
n GREEN COMPOSTING
TOTER (weekly): garden
greenwaste, ALL food (includ-
ing tea bags, coffee filters and
grounds), milk cartons, soiled
paper (dirty/used paper towels,
napkins, plates, food wrappers
and containers), unpainted and
untreated wood.
n TRASH CAN (weekly):
bagged kitty litter and pet
waste, unrecyclable plastic,
broken glass, light bulbs, any-
thing else that can’t be reused,

recycled, or composted. New
wheeled trash toters coming in 
July. See the Recology postcard
that just came out with instruc-
tions.
n Still have questions? Call 
Recology of the Coast at 
650-355-9000.

SAVE THE REDWOODS
California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) has
released the final Environmen-
tal Impact Report (EIR) for a
controversial highway-widen-
ing project that threatens to
degrade the ancient redwood
grove at Richardson Grove
State Park and could change
the rural character of Humboldt
County along Highway 101. The
Environmental Protection Infor-
mation Center and the
Center for Biological Diversity
have vowed an all-out legal
challenge of the project, and
are seeking to have state and
federal legislators pressure
Caltrans to rescind the project.
Go to biologicaldiversity.org to
learn more and take action.

DOG PARK PROPOSAL
A door-to-door flyer going around
Linda Mar says a proposed dog
park behind Sanchez Art Center
is a “fair idea but wrong location.”
The flyer cites risk of bacterial
pollution of adjacent San Pedro
Creek, noise pollution from sunup
to sundown, and smell in an area 
surrounded by homes. The flyer
urges residents to take action
against the proposal, available for
public review and comment until
May 27 at both public libraries
(Sharp Park and Sanchez); Plan-
ning & Economic Development
Department, 1800 Francisco Bou-
levard (at Santa Maria Street, next 
door to Parks, Beaches & Recre-
ation, around the corner from City 
Hall); and online at cityofpacifi ca.
org (click Departments, then Plan-
ning, then Environmental Docu-
ments, then Draft Initial Study/
Mitigated Negative Declarations
Pacifica Dog Park at the Pacifica
Center for the Arts).

L.A. OR BUST: FLY OR DRIVE?
Personally, I prefer trains (amtrak
.com via coast or valley), but if I
had to choose between flying and
driving, I high-five I-5 (please note 
that, not being one of those Ange-
lenos, I don’t say THE I-5, thank 
you very much). Thus I read with
great interest a comparison of both 
travel modes in AAA’s May/June
2010 issue of VIA (viamagazine.
com). The auto club printed letters
from members about their favorite 
ways to go south: a business 
professor calculated the cost of
flying ($154) versus driving ($251);
other readers cited superior airline
safety versus inferior airline food

and service; one commenter said, 
“Perhaps we don’t need to go at 
all”; and my favorite response—
only $54 for the train, with a 
dining car, nice scenery, and no
fighting traffic.

SAMTRANS SUMMER 
YOUTH PASS
SamTrans Summer Youth Pass
is now available. The pass gives
kids unlimited rides on SamTrans 
buses from June 1 to August 31. As 
part of this year’s campaign “Just
Go,” kids will receive a flashlight
key ring (quantities limited). At
just $40, the three-month fl ash 
pass is only $4 more than one
regular monthly Youth Pass. Order
forms, how-to-ride info, and a list
of fun destinations are posted at
samtrans.com/syp. The program
also has a Facebook page (Sam-
Trans Youth), updated regularly 
with tips on fun places to go on
SamTrans. The pass is available to 
anyone 17 and younger at 70 Sam-
Trans pass sales outlets (samtrans.
com/farebuy.html) throughout
the county, including all Safeway
stores. The passes also can be
ordered by mail. For an order form
or to find the location of a pass 
sales outlet, call SamTrans Cus-
tomer Service at 1-800-660-4287
(TTY 650-508-6448).

INNER EDIROT
Peter Loeb is on a roll. First, he 
notes that the May 22 San Mateo 
County Times front-page lead 
headline reads: “Once lagging 
state, county skirts ahead.” Peter
says, “I’m bothered by the word
‘skirts,’ which means to avoid or 
go around, as in ‘skirts the issue.’

They must have meant some-
thing like ‘scoots.’ (Editor’s note:
another fine example of spell-
checkeritis!) But what makes this a 
classic is the super-head, printed in 
a sort of yellow-orange color and 
all caps: ENGLISH-LANGUAGE 
LEARNERS.” Next, Peter says 
Lee Hildebrand’s article on Mose
Allison in the May 23 San Fran-
cisco Chronicle Datebook (sfgate.
com) describes Mose as a “vocifer-
ous reader of books.” Peter quips,
“Does he read them aloud -- and 
shout? Surely the writer meant 
‘voracious’ but was a victim of
spellcheckeritis. And don’t call him
Shirley.”

SITESEER
Japanese surf art @ Superfrog
Gallery, 1746 Post Street, San
Francisco, through June 13: links.
sfgate.com/ZJQO

SWAMI SEZ
“Bitter, small-minded, and full of
hate, and they in no way speak
for Arizona.” (Phoenix mayor Phil 
Gordon on lobbyists and legisla-
tors who passed Arizona’s racist 
new anti-immigrant law)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
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mayburrito@goofbuster.com
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wanderingandwondering.com,
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and really represents the 
voters, not special inter-
ests.

Matt will be at the IDES
Hall in Half Moon Bay (es-
pecially for us Coastsiders)
on Tuesday, June 1, starting 
at 6 p.m. I encourage every-
one to come out and meet 
him. There will be a no-host
bar and complimentary ap-
petizers. Matt will give a
short informal talk and 
answer all your questions.
You’ll find out why so many 
people are supporting him
for San Mateo County Su-
pervisor.

Even if you can’t make 
it on the First, I hope you’ll 
check out his website to 
find out more about him: 
Vote4Matt.com.

IDES Hall is at 735 Main
Street HMB. Hope to see
you there!

Carol Negro
Pacifica Manor

The real
issue

Editor:
At the meeting of the

Open Space Committee on
May 12, the Snowy Plovers 
on Linda Mar beach were
the main order of business.
Most of the discussion cen-
tered around the dog “prob-
lem.”

However, it became clear
that the one issue that takes
precedence over all others
was not discussed; in fact,
when it was brought up, it
was dropped faster than a 
red-hot frying pan. It was:
is Pacifica liable under fed-
eral law if the Snowy Plo-
vers disappear from Linda
Mar beach? If we are, then 
the dog “problem” becomes
moot. Who will pay this
fine? We all will.

A few facts: 1) There al-
ready have been scientific
studies that show that not 
only do the Snowy Plovers
see dogs as predators, but
the mere appearance of 
dogs on the beach is enough
to scare them away. Does
that mean they always run?
No, but it affects their ner-
vous system and makes
them more skittish.

When flushed, resting 
Plovers use energy reserves
needed for migration. 2) 
The last time explanatory
signs were posted, they 
were mysteriously torn 
down or disappeared. 3) 
Almost all the dog own-
ers in Pacifica that I know 
are true environmentalists,
want the Snowy Plovers
protected and do leash
their dogs, but there are
a few that just don’t care
and let their dogs run free. 
We’ve all seen that. Also, it
turns out that leashing your
dog just may not be good
enough.

So let’s return to the
main question: If Pacifica 

is breaking the federal law 
on endangered species, can 
we afford to allow dogs on 
Linda Mar beach? For this
we need strong leadership 
from our City Council, or 
the city could fi nd itself fac-
ing a debilitating federal
lawsuit.

Stan Zeavin
Linda Mar

Happy
birthday

Editor:
Happy birthday to Viv-

ian Pappas who is celebrat-
ing her 84th birthday on
May 26. Vivian has lived
in beautiful Pacifica for 44 
years. We will be celebrat-
ing with cake and ice cream 
and celebrating all the good 
memories of our years to-
gether. Vivian has seen
many changes here in Paci-
fica, all of them good. Viv-
ian is the wife of Andy, the 
crab king. May your 85th 
be as good as your 84th.

Alma Carrizosa
Pacifica

Memorial Day
Editor:
Once again we are cel-

ebrating Memorial Day, the 
day we honor those who
died while defending our
country. Too bad you can’t 
pick your place to die. My
son had just celebrated his 
19th birthday when he was 
killed while on Army duty. 
Big mistake — he was in
Germany, not Vietnam. The 
city he grew up in refuses 
to acknowledge him in the 
yearly Memorial Day cere-
mony. I read of other young 
men who died at that pe-
riod who have also been ig-
nored. Where is the justice
they all fought for? This is 
“the land of the free,” right? 
Yes, the right to pick and 
choose.

I have no choice but to 
light a candle alone and
say, “I miss you, Philip.”

Marie West
Pacific Manor

City
assessments

Editor:
Pacifica’s city manager, 

Steve Rhodes, reports the
16-member Financing City 
Services Task Force is rec-
ommending a Public Safety
Assessment as part of the 
solution to resolve the city’s
structural deficit. Pacifi ca 
property owners would be
asked to approve the as-
sessment just as they did 
the Pacifica Fire Suppres-
sion Assessment.

Resolving the structural 
deficit is not something 
property owners can be as-
sessed for. Prop. 218 says 
that only special benefits
over and above the benefi ts
conveyed on the public at
large are assessable. Bal-
ancing the city budget does 
not constitute a special ben-
efit to the property owners 

as defined by Prop. 218.
Article 13, Sec. 35 of 

the California Constitution 
says the fi rst responsibility 
and obligation of Pacifi ca’s 
leadership is to give prior-
ity to public safety services.
The taxes enacted pursu-
ant to this section are dedi-
cated exclusively to this 
purpose. These may be the 
taxes needing a structural 
change.

Apparently, personnel 
costs are a major contribu-
tor to the structural defi cit. 
Mr. Rhodes says the city
will not revisit existing la-
bor agreements but, rather, 
will seek cost savings from 
future contracts.

Prop. 218 allows a spe-
cial tax for the purpose of 
bridging the gap between
savings from future con-
tracts and costs of existing 
agreements if approved by
the electorate.

If personnel cuts be-
comes its only option, as 
described as Option C in
the Task Force report, the 
city must remember the 
California Constitution’s
public safety mandate.

A special tax would also 
be an allowable way to in-
crease funding for public
safety services as opposed 
to a property owner assess-
ment.

The California Consti-
tution must be adhered to 
with regards to any solu-
tion the city adopts to re-
solve its structural defi cit. 
Otherwise, it is risking un-
intended costs as the re-
cent Prop. 218 lawsuit fi led 
against the city would sug-
gest.

Curtis Stellingwerf
Sharp Park

Mega homes
Editor:
I’m with Pacifi ca City

Councilmember Maryann 
Nihart. The ordinance does 
not go far enough. I live in
a neighborhood with two
mega homes and one with
a large addition. One of the 
mega home’s second story 
large windows looks down 
on my side and back yard. 
There went privacy.

And they are across the 
street. The house with the 
large addition, second story, 
looks down on at least two 
back yards, mine and the 
next-door neighbor’s. In
my opinion, garages should
be included in the square 
footage. Also, how close 
to property lines can these 
mega homes be built?

Twenty to 25 feet is 
plenty. Notification is a 
“must.” This neighborhood
had none. Why wait one 
year for revision? Why only 
one study session? This is 
another “do it piecemeal” 
situation. A waste of tax-
payers’ money. 

I commend Council-
member Julie Lancelle for 
her research. Where was 
everyone else?

M. Ridgeway
Linda Mar

Breakfast of 
Champions
Editor:
The annual Pacifi ca 

Sports Club’s “Breakfast of 
Champions” awards pro-
gram was hosted last Satur-
day by the Pacifi ca Moose
Lodge. Fifteen high school 
student-athletes were hon-
ored for their sports achieve-
ments this year.

Members of the Moose 
Lodge prepared the break-
fast. Special thanks to Rich 
Russitano for coordinating 
the breakfast. His team of 
cooks prepared a marvelous 
breakfast. And, it was great 
that Ang Gaggero returned
to his old stomping grounds 
to help in the kitchen. He 
now lives in Brentwood.

A special thanks to Maz-
zetti’s Bakery for providing 
pastries.

Additionally, a civic award 
was presented to Hazel Beck 
for being the ultimate volun-
teer. For over 40 years she 
has offered her services to 
the Pacifica Parks, Beaches 
and Recreation Depart-
ment as well as Mercy High 
School-San Francisco where 
she’s an assistant coach to 
her husband, Don Beck.

We also had the pleasure
of having Tom Piccolotti and 
Brian Martinez of the Paci-
fica Islander minor league
football team as guest speak-
ers. They shared the Island-
ers’ involvement with the 
community.

Congratulations to this 
year’s scholar-athletes – 
Jenny Piccolotti, Terra Nova 
High School; Jake Barradas,
Terra Nova High School; 
Alyssa Cote, Oceana High 
School; Franks Escajadillo,
Oceana High School; Kris-
ten Mezzera, Alma Heights
Christian Academy; Zachary 
Lim, Alma Heights Christian
Academy; Andy Vanderbilt,
St. Ignatius College Prepara-
tory; Gina Mazzetti, Mercy 
High School-San Francisco; 
Ryan Patterson, Junior
Olympic gymnast and for-
eign exchange students from 
Terra Nova – Amelie Dem-
mle, Sjoerol Dekker, Herta 
Arnaud, Natalie Vasbender, 
Anthony Van Depitte and 
Oceana’s Arild Geujies.

Thanks also to City Coun-
cilmember Julie Lancelle for 
her welcoming remarks.

The Breakfast of Champi-
ons awards program is one 
of two events sponsored by 
the Pacifica Sports Club. The 
other program is the Pacifi ca
Sports Hall of Fame awards 
dinner, held each February. 
The Pacifica Sports Club 
welcomes the public to sub-
mit candidates for consider-
ation into the PSHOF. Send 
a description of your can-
didate, listing their sports
achievement to Pacifi ca
Sports Club, P.O Box 626, 
Pacifica CA  94404, or email 
to horaceh1@yahoo.com.

Horace Hinshaw
President, Pacifica 

Sports Club

Smaller can
size

Editor:
I would like to encourage

Recology to offer a 10-gal-
lon trash bin.

Their cheapest option is 
a 20-gallon bin for $20.24 a 
month.

It will take my household 
2-3 weeks to fill up a 20-gal-
lon bin. If your household 
also produces very little 
trash, please consider ask-
ing Recology to offer 10-
gallon trash bins at a lower
price point.

They can be reached at 
650-355-9000.

Thanks.
Amy Lynn Caplan
Pacific Manor

No bargain
Editor:
Kudos to the Pacifi ca

City Council. Their new 
stimulus plan is working, 
and working very well.

Unfortunately, the stim-
ulus plan seems to only be 
benefiting our “new” trash 
company who, after paying 
off all of the debts incurred 
by our “old” trash company, 
has increased rates for 
trash removal, eliminated 
senior discounts and gotten 
every citizen of Pacifi ca to
work for them! Oversized 
trash containers, revised
schedules and mandated 
trash reeptacles are but a 
few of the “refi nements”
our “new” trash company 
has brought to the coast. As 
a senior, on a fi xed income, 
my trash service cost has 
increased by 40.26 percent
over last year! If I qualified
under their “Life Line Pro-
gram” which, thankfully, I 
do not, then I would realize 
only a savings of $ 3.04 per 
month over the cost of the 
lowest regular trash service, 
and that’s after providing 
all the necessary documen-
tation needed to qualify for 
the program! Not exactly 
a great bargain, is it? Now 
since there was no bid pro-
cess involved in the award-
ing of the contract, primar-
ily based on the fact that no 
other company was willing 
to assume the debt of Coast-
side Scavemger, the knight 
in shining armor who res-
cued our trash service was 
probably more of a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing.

Well, my fellow citizens, 
get used to it and keep sep-
arating your trash because 
the harder you work, the 
fewer employees are re-
quired by Recology of the 
Coast and, next year, expect 
another rate increase. How 
do you like our community 
stimulus package now?

Peter S. Beck
Pacifica

Ugly new
fence

Editor:
The ugly new fence at

Sharp Park is San Francis-

co’s misguided fi rst step to-
ward saving the Sharp Park
golf course.

Of course, all the rest of 
the golf course is fenced 
and we don’t object to be-
ing kept out, so what’s the 
big deal?

This new fence is only 
the beginning. Ultimately 
an even higher fence will 
totally surround Laguna 
Salada. 

The SF Recreation and 
Park Department’s current 
plan for the golf course cre-
ates a higher path along 
the levee that is fenced on 
one side and has a boulder 
shoreline on the other side.

The future golf course as
envisioned by the SF Recre-
ation and Park Department
artificially and arbitrarily 
confines the remnant la-
goon and its inhabitants to 
the vulnerable, narrow strip 
nearest the ocean.

Because wetlands will be 
restricted to the back of the 
levee and not be allowed to 
expand inland, all of us 
must be excluded.

The SF plan creates and 
will worsen confl ict be-
tween public access and 
enjoyment of the seashore 
and lagoon and the ethical 
responsibility to preserve 
other species like our beau-
tiful snakes. Currently and 
in the foreseeable future, 
if San Francisco wants to 
avoid liability for killing en-
dangered species, we must 
be shut out.

But there is another, gen-
tler solution. All the people 
who enjoy walking the levee 
now could be easily accom-
modated with a boardwalk 
on the dunes if the natural 
barrier beach were to be re-
stored. Similarly, a suitably 
restored lagoon could ex-
pand inland and away from 
the beach as needed. 

An adequate wetland 
complex could create many
acres of suitable habitat in-
land that could serve mul-
tiple needs.

And imagine a board-
walk following the shore-
line and allowing access to 
the lagoon for everyone. 
Boardwalks into wetlands
have been used with great 
success all over the state.

But San Francisco has 
chosen to fence us out and 
to ignore the alternative of 
creating suitable frog and 
snake habitats inland along 
Sanchez Creek that would 
help the species survive as 
the ocean rises.

The SF plan will also re-
quire more and more rock 
to be dumped on our public 
beach and may fi nally elimi-
nate everything but rocks.

We Pacifi cans under-
stand the importance of our 
beaches to our town’s econ-
omy and to our individual 
quality of life.

Do we accept the imposi-
tion of San Francisco’s plan 
which endangers the beach 
where we play, our freedom 
and our endangered ani-
mals?

Margaret Goodale
Pacifica

Letters
Continued from Page 14


