
JUDGE JOHNNY
I had a blast judging the Dog 
Daze contests. Thanks to 
POOCH for the opportunity to 
meet a lot of nice people and
their dogs. Bev Kingsbury says 
it was a successful event: “We 
estimated about 1,000 people
(100 percent more than last 
year), 35 booths (triple the 
number of booths last year),
a fantastic park (okay, not
so good for parking), and a 
good time for all the folks who 
visited.” Bev is a canine behav-
iorist (pawsitivethinking.com,
650-888-4743) and author of
Sit, Down, Stay: Dog Training
So Easy a Human Can Do It.

GREEN APPLIANCES
California residential consum-
ers can get a $200 rebate for an
eligible refrigerator, $100 for an
efficient clothes washer, and up to
$50 for a certified room air condi-
tioner. (cash4appliances.org)

HOOKUP FOR JIM
“I am looking for a sheltered
spot to park my RV. I need a
peaceful place on a private
lot or bit of land or next to or
behind a home where I can
live and write, preferably next
to someone who understands

what it means to be environ-
mentally political. For the next
six months I must remain in the 
Bay Area, since I am commit-
ted to Environmental Futures
and my work here. I need space 
for a 28-foot Arrow, a regular 
motor home you might see 
driving down the road, and 
an electrical connection. I’m
not asking for a favor; I have
money to pay for the privilege.
I do not want to be on an RV
lot.” (Jim LeCuyer frequently 
writes for Pacifica Riptide and
the Pacifica Tribune. Email
jimlecuyer@sbcglobal.net.)

RED FLAG WARNING
Did you ever wonder what goes
through the mind of a serial
arsonist? Did you ever wonder
how wildland arson investiga-
tors find the point of origin of
a fire that burns thousands of
acres? Read Red Flag Warn-
ing, by Kurt Kamm (kurtkamm.
com), available from Florey’s
Book Co. on Palmetto.

MARY ANN ON DR. PHIL
Pacifica City Council member
Mary Ann Nihart recently ap-
peared on the Dr. Phil show
(archived at drphil.com, April
15 and 23, “Advocating for Your

Children”). Mary Ann says,
“Every day in this country, chil-
dren are restrained in public
and private schools.”

EAGLE EYE
Mar Kaden, one of our favor-
ite eagle eyes, is alarmed that
people over-rely on computer
spellcheckers and no longer
know when to use the right
word. Spellchecker software
may spell random words
correctly, but it can’t think
logically and contextually to 
suggest the appropriate word in
a sentence. Mar submits these 
fine examples of spellchecker
idiocy: a flyer at Oceana Market
advertising childcare services
“Sundays threw Thursdays” 
and Bay Area News Group
technology columnist Larry
Magid writing about “mobs...
screaming racial epitaphs.”

OCTOPUS’ GARDEN
California’s “underwater” state 
park system has expanded to
include north-central coastal 
hot spots such as Point Reyes 
Headlands, Bodega Head, the 
Farallon Islands, and Fitzgerald 
Marine Reserve. The science-
based marine protected area 
network, which extends from 
Point Arena to Pigeon Point, is 
designed to restore sea life and 
protect habitat while leaving 
almost 90 percent of the coast 
open for fishing. (caloceans.org) 

CHRON DOWN 22 PERCENT
Weekday circulation at the San
Francisco Chronicle dropped 
more than 22 percent in the last 
year to 241,330, according to 
figures released by the Audit 
Bureau of Circulation. Also in
the Bay Area, combined circula-

tion for the San Jose Mercury
News, Contra Costa Times and
Oakland Tribune -- all owned
by MediaNews Group Inc. -- fell 
5.4 percent during the week
to 516,701. Overall, weekly
circulation at the top 25 U.S. 
dailies dropped 8.7 percent
for the year ending March 31.
Among other big dailies, the 
New York Times slipped 8.5
percent in weekday circulation,
while The Wall Street Journal 
grew 0.5 percent to 2.09 million 
subscribers. (San Francisco
Business Times, April 26)
 
SMALL CLAIMS COURT
MOVES
The Small Claims Divisions
at 500 County Center in Red-
wood City, 800 N. Humboldt in 
San Mateo, and 1050 Mission 
Road in South San Francisco 
will consolidate with the Civil 
Division and relocate to the 
Hall of Justice in Redwood City. 
This office will accept all small 
claims filing for San Mateo 
County. While all administra-
tive and clerical tasks will be
performed in the Hall of Justice, 
small claims cases will continue 
to be assigned to one of three 
courthouses for trial, based on
jurisdictional boundaries. 
 
TRANSLINK
TransLink allows a commuter
to use multiple Bay Area transit 
systems. TransLink cards 
and value can be purchased
from retailers, including most
Walgreens stores, and from
participating transit systems 
Caltrain, San Francisco Muni,
BART, Golden Gate Transit
and Ferry, and AC Transit. The
TransLink card costs $5 or is 
free if signing up for Autoload

when ordered on the Trans-
Link website. TransLink can 
be used with transit benefit
programs, such as Commuter
Check and WageWorks. Transit
benefit vouchers can be used
to purchase both passes and
cash value to be added to the
TransLink card. (translink.org;
toll-free 877-878-8883)

TRAFFIC ALERT
Construction began May 3 on
a rainwater control project in 
San Bruno, the fi rst step in a
grade separation project that 
will result in dramatic safety 
improvements at a key series 
of intersections in that commu-
nity between Pacifica and San 
Francisco International Airport. 
For detailed information about
the project, visit caltrain.com 
or call Caltrain Offi ce of Public
Affairs at 650-508-7726 or email 
sbgradesep@caltrain.com.

 SITESEER
n San Mateo County Library
Chinese-language Web site:
smcl.org/zh-hant
n Bergan turbo track entertains 
cats: aspcaonlinestore.com and 
amazon.com
 
SWAMI SEZ
“YFTA is my new email acronym
for telling my absentminded 
friends: You forgot the attach-
ment.” (Dolores De Cabeza)
 
MAYBURRITOVILLE
John Maybury’s columns are
archived at pacifi catribune.com 
and wanderingandwondering.
com. He blogs on pacificarip-
tide.com and sfgate.com/inpen-
insulacoastside. John’s editing 
site is goofbuster.com. Email 
mayburrito@goofbuster.com.

Community Forum & Opinions
I

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury
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Earth Day cleanup should 
result in fewer pounds. Tri-
bune’s Elaine, Jane, Jean and
contributors: continue your 
great coverage of our town.

Leanne Chapman
Saltaire neighborhood

Protecting our 
shores

Editor:
Earth Day 2010 is a dis-

appointing day for me. Al-
most all of our beaches and
natural shores north or 
Mori Point have been lost to 
coastal armoring. Much of 
this has been facilitated by
our city government, which 
is now conspiring with San
Francisco to armor the shore
between Mori Point and Clar-
endon Road to protect the
Sharp Park Golf Course.

Armoring with rocks and 
walls at best protects the land
behindit.Overtime,armoring 
prevents shore migration and
results in a loss of the beach. 
There used to be a beach in
front of Beach Boulevard, 
but there isn’t much of one 
now because of the seawall. 
This process also results in 
deeper nearshore depths,
and greater overtopping and 
loadings on the armoring.
At Beach Boulevard, we still
have hazardous overtopping, 
constant maintenance and a 
generally tenuous situation.
The same conditions exist at 
Rockaway.

This is the result of ar-
moring — a crappy, blighted
shore that is hazardous and 
expensive to maintain.

Does it really make sense
tospendyour taxes todestroy
your beaches? Is it fair to al-
low private property owners 
to destroy public shores and 
our environment without

compensation? If we really 
believe in property rights and 
the free market, then those 
that damage our shores
should pay restitution. We 
need to do a much better job 
managing our shore. Please, 
let your representatives know 
that you want to preserve our 
natural shores and beaches.
Let’s work together to find a
better way.

The way things are going, 
one day our natural shores 
will be gone, all  replaced 
with rocks and concrete.
Think about it, and then do
something about it.

Bob Battalio
Pacifica

Respecting
our planet?
Editor:
I was parked looking out 

from Pacifica’s scenic view-
point on Roberts Road and 
snapping photos of the beau-
tiful wild seashore. I looked 
backataparkedgreenpickup
a few car lengths back and 
noticed a fresh looking fast 
food bag on the street next
to the driver’s side door. The 
wind blew and the bag rolled 
away, releasing burger wrap-
pers and other refuse. In the 
truck were three youngish
white surfer dudes looking at 
the ocean waves. It was ob-
vious to me that the littering 
was intentional and I would 
have registered a complaint 
but I had not seen them drop 
it there. No other cars were
nearby, so it would have 
been a case without an eye
witness.

The sun had not even set 
on Earth Day Clean Up Day
when, walking by the beach 
at Sharp Park, my wife and 
I saw plastic strawberry bas-
kets and even the part of a 
larger carton abandoned on 
the sand. A group of people 
were coming off the beach
still munching and drinking.

A little farther down the 

beach, Mylar chip bags aban-
doned on the sand and a fam-
ily was walking away. It was 
a great day for a picnic and 
throwing stuff around, as 
usual.

These locally disrespect-
ful people could lead us to 
believe that most humans 
make contributions to the 
polluted pig pen earth has 
become. How can a group 
of volunteers clean it up on a 
single day? Every day should 
be Earth Day.

I have seen the future and 
it doesn’t look good, here or 
in Afghanistan. People don’t 
respect others. There are 
terrorists who don’t respect 
your life and there are stu-
pid youths who don’t respect 
the environment they live in 
and eventually they swim in. 
I suspect they don’t respect 
you or I either.

John Meria
Sharp Park

Cans too large
Editor:
I wholeheartedly agree 

with Pat Loew’s Letter to the 
Editor. The new trash cans 
are huge! I am a senior citi-
zen residing in a Terra Nova 
townhouse. There are seven 
steps leading down from the 
back of my townhouse to 
the parking lot where I have
to leave my garbage can the 
evening before pick up. There 
is no way I can maneuver this 
huge can down those steps. 
Added to the frustration, is 
the fact that because I am an 
avid recycler, I generate only 
one Safeway bag of garbage 
each week. That little bag 
looks pretty pathetic at the 
bottom of the huge blue trash
can.

I paid a visit to Recology 
and strongly voiced my com-
plaint. A couple of days later 
they picked up the blue mon-
strosity and I’m now left with 
my nice little trash can con-
taining my one bag of trash 
every week.

Now I am waiting for Re-
cology to raise our bill. Be-
lieve me, this, too, will come. 
We have to pay for the fancy 
name and the fancy trash 
cans no one needs. Come 
back Coastside Scavenger 
Company.

Joan Strain
Park Pacifica

Tragic death
Editor:
On the afternoon of Tues-

day, April 20, Don Ferrera,
my longtime friend and fel-
low teacher at Laguna Salada 
School District was killed in 
a terrible car crash on High-
way 12 a few miles from my 
home.

Don was a most dedicated, 
effective and conscientious
teacher who retired from our
district as so many of us did 
in the 1980s. I thank the Tri-
bune for frequently printing 
such important items for the
local citizens and our many 
ex-students.

Art Johns
Lodi, Calif.

Spaghetti
Dinner a
success

Editor:
This past Saturday, the 

Terra Nova High School 
baseball and softball teams 
hosted a spaghetti dinner at 
the Moose Lodge. The Moose 
Lodge graciously donated the 
venue, which hosted over 150
people in attendance.

To offset the rising op-
erating costs and diminish-
ing budgets for high school
sports, teams have had to be-
come creative in fund raising 
to meet their needs. Baseball 
and softball joined forces to
host this successful event. 
Players set up, served guests, 
bused tables, and cleaned 
up after the event. They re-
ally made an effort to make 

guests feel welcome and 
showed their gratitude for 
their support.

Special thanks to the
Moose Lodge, TN baseball 
and softball players, TN 
baseball and softball coaches, 
Nancy Sorenson Court Re-
porting, Surf Camp Pacifi ca,
Mazetti’s Bakery, Bill Coo-
per, Smith Families (Jake 
Smith and Vanessa Smith), 
and Sherry family for all 
their generous donations and 
work to make the event run 
smoothly. Most importantly, 
thank you to all those who at-
tended and/or supported this
event.

Please join us at the fi eld 
to support the teams as they
finish league games. TNbase-
ball is currently fi ghting for a 
CCS bid for playoffs. Base-
ball plays this Wednesday,
May 5 (Varsity) and Friday, 
May 7 (JV) at 4 p.m. at Terra 
Nova Baseball Field. Terra 
Nova’s fi nal home baseball 
game is May 14 against Carl-
mont. There will be a formal 
ceremony honoring their se-
nior baseball players. Soft-
ball has just a few games left 
to complete their league play.
They play their last game at 
home next Tuesday, May 
11, at 3:15 p.m. They will be
honoring their senior players 
at this game. Come out to the 
field to support these teams 
as they secure their league
placements.

Amy Gubser
Pacifica

Response
Editor:
I’d like to respond to 

some interesting articles in 
last week’s Tribune. First of 
all, both the column by City 
Manager Steve Rhodes and 
Letter to the Editor by Coun-
cilmember MaryAnn Nihart
failed to mention how much 
it would cost to put these is-
sues on the ballot and failed 
to mention any sunset clause.
Without these, we would be 

paying those taxes for the 
next 100 years.

Remember the fi re as-
sessment was for fi ve years.
Don’t be fooled. Both also 
failed to mention a solution 
to the problem. Like selling 
off the old sewer plant, City 
Council chambers and mov-
ing their biweekly meetings
to the police station.

I’d also like to comment 
on another article about Na-
tional Rebuilding Day and 
the volunteers. I sure could 
have used them during Eas-
ter week when I came home 
to find my family room 
flooded. Wished I had called 
the Fire Department like Fa-
ther Piers. Instead my insur-
ance company told me to call 
someone. I did, but they were 
not available. So I stayed up
until 1 a.m. mopping, emp-
tying buckets of water and 
then again, at 6 a.m. until a 
company came with their 
drying machine. My whole 
ceiling came down. So now 
I’m dealing with four differ-
ent companies as the ceiling
contained asbestos. Hope-
fully, I’ll be back to normal 
by May 7. That’s when my 
Pod goes.

A bit of caution. The roofer 
that did the original roof fl ew
the coop and moved out of 
the area. He had a license
and got a permit but I just 
found out he never got a fi -
nal inspection. With the help 
of the contractors’ board I 
think I’ve located him so he’ll 
be hearing from me. I have
a $2,000 deductible. That’s
my pension for the month, 
but hey, I lived through the 
Depression so I’ll survive this
catastrophe.

I’d like to thank the dedi-
cated volunteers at the Com-
munity Center who did taxes 
for the seniors. Maybe the 
Tribune should do an article 
about them. A big thanks to 
Paul, Lillian, John and Mike. 
Keep up the good work.

Therese M. Dyer
Linda Mar

Letters
Continued from Page 12

Celebrate Mother’s Day with free bowling
BY DAVID J. CANEPA 

DALY CITY COUNCIL MEMBER

More than 84 million 
mothers reside in the United 
States, making Mother’s Day 
not only the busiest day of
the year for florists and res-
taurants, but one of the most 
special days for Americans. 
Mother’s Day is a day for us 
to acknowledge our mothers,
aunts, grandmothers, sisters, 
friends, and all those who
have nurtured us, by recog-
nizing their positive contri-
butions to our lives.

According to Mothers-
DayCentral.com, the origin 
of Mother’s Day in the United 
States was conceptualized
with Julia Ward Howe’s
Mother’s Day Proclama-
tion in 1870. Despite having
penned “The Battle Hymn

of the Republic” 12 years 
earlier, Howe had become
so distraught by the death 
and carnage of the Civil War 
that she called on mothers to 
come together and protest 
what she saw as the futility
of their sons killing the sons
of other mothers.

Additionally, she called 
for an International Mother’s 
Day celebrating peace and
motherhood.

Howe initially funded 
many of these celebrations,
but most of them died out 
once she no longer had the
financial resources to con-
tinue to fund the events.

Howe had nevertheless
planted the seed that would 
blossom into what we know 
today as Mother’s Day. A 
West Virginia women’s 
group, led by Anna Reeves 

Jarvis, began to celebrate an 
adaptation of Howe’s holi-
day. In an effort to reunite 
families and neighbors that 
had been divided between 
the Union and Confeder-
ate sides of the Civil War,
the group held a Mother’s
Friendship Day.

In 1908, a US Senator 
from Nebraska, Elmer Bur-
kett, proposed making Moth-
er’s Day a national holiday
at the request of the Young 
Men’s Christian Associa-
tion (YMCA). The proposal 
was defeated, but by 1909
forty-six states were hold-
ing Mother’s Day services, 
as were parts of Canada and 
Mexico.

Anna M. Jarvis, the 
daughter of Anna Reeves 
Jarvis, quit working and 
devoted herself full time

to the creation of Mother’s
Day, endlessly petitioning
state governments, business 
leaders, women’s groups,
churches, and other institu-
tions and organizations. She 
finally gained support of the 
World’s Sunday School As-
sociation, a key infl uence
over state legislators and
Congress. In 1912, West Vir-
ginia became the fi rst state to 
officially recognize Mother’s
Day, and in 1914, Woodrow 
Wilson signed it into na-
tional observance, declaring
the second Sunday in May as 
Mother’s Day.

In the spirit of Julia Ward 
Howe’s and the Jarvis’ dedi-
cation in giving back to the 
community, I have collabo-
rated with Daly City natives
Melody Gawliu and locally
renowned disc jockey Keith 

O to produce a memorable, 
unique, and family oriented 
event celebrating our moth-
ers for their wonderful works 
and contributions. This event 
not only commemorates our 
mothers but also fosters
community involvement by
bringing families together 
for one special day.

The First Annual Mother’s 
Day and Family Free Bowl 
Event will feature free “Glow 
in the Dark Bowling” for 
you, your family, and your 
mom.  The festivities will in-
clude a family photo station 
with pictures taken that will 
be posted on the web, a chil-
dren’s card making station 
with craft materials to make 
personal Mother’s Day cards, 
and a Mother’s Day Wall, on 
which people can write mes-
sages to their mothers that 

will be posted for all to see.
Come and join the fun on 

May 9 from 1-5 p.m. at Clas-
sic Bowl in Daly City. For de-
tails and to register for this 
event, email Melody Gawliu 
at dalycityevents@gmail.
com. Participants must reg-
ister by April 30. The fi rst 
180 people to register will be 
guaranteed a spot. Please be-
come a fan of “The First An-
nual Mother’s Day and Fam-
ily Free Bowl” by visiting us 
on Facebook.  I hope to see 
you there.

As a member of the Daly City
Council, Pacifica native Da-
vid Canepa, 34, represents 
the largest city in San Ma-
teo County with more than 
104,000 residents.  He can 
be reached at david@david-
canepa.com.


