
Thanks
Editor:
Pacifica School Volunteers 

would like to thank all the 
people who worked so hard 
on the 7th annual Children’s 
Book Sale and Celebration of 
Literacy held on April 25 at 
the Linda Mar and Fairmont 
Starbucks stores.

First, we are grateful to 
sponsors First National Bank 
of Northern California and 
Starbucks.  Both companies 
gave time and money with-
out which the Book Sale and 
raffle would not have been 
possible. Thank you.

Kudos to all the people and 
families who donated books 
by taking the time to drop off 
the books at the First National 
Banks, Starbucks, or any of 
our public schools. Thank you 
Pacifica.

Joe McCarthy was untiring 
in transporting the donated 
books to Linda Mar Educa-
tion Center home of Pacifi ca 
School Volunteers. Gracias.

Now, we applaud all of our 
book sorters who spent sev-
eral days organizing the books 
to make it easier for buyers to 
find what they want.  These 
sorters were Judy Bacon, Gail 
Benjamin, Jean Brink, Diane 
Harrold, Kristina Harrold, 
Helen James, Sandra Jara-
millo, Denise Kendall, Pam 
Moore, Eric Weideman and 
Joan Weideman.

Eric Castenada and John 
the Sign Guy went the extra 
mile to produce gratis a new 
sign to advertise our big day. 
Maraming salamat.

The sign would have been 
of no use but for the gener-
osity of Dave Nannini at the 
Dave & Lou’s Valero Station.  
He let us put our sign on his 
fence for all to see.  Merci 
beaucoup.

Commendations to all the 
great salespeople out there 
who sold raffl e tickets before 
our big day.  I would espe-
cially like to compliment Tere-
sita Rivera for selling over 
$300 worth of raffl e tickets at 
First National Bank in Eureka 
Square, and Lauri Vreeland 
for helping me sell tickets at 
Cabrillo school.  Grazie mille.

We would like to praise 
all the people who got the 
book sale and raffl e up and 
running at two locations in 
record time and at the end of 
the day helped clean up:  Eric 
and Janeen Castenada; Ellie 
Cundiff; Christine Gigliotti; 
Denise and Tom Kendall; 
Nancy Hunt; Seenu Kotha-
kota, Ashaye Barnett and 
Nekeisha Barnett McNeil; 
Dave Mineta; Liz Murtaugh; 
Jeanne, Jim and Ashley Mati-
sayk; Tony Nava; Dee Dee, 
Carlos, Nicole and Rachael 
Pagan; Lacey Ragland; Nick 
Repetto; Beth Resch; Leon 
Saulny; Gail, Pete and Scott 
Shoemaker; Kathryn Slater-
Carter; Toni and Paul Slat-
tery; Beth Smerdon; Teresita 
Stevens; Claudia Valle; Joan, 
Dale and Eric Weideman; 
Shari Weisand; and Peter 
Zachariou.

In Chinese, we say “Duo 
xie, duo xie,” to those helpers 

Our admiration is unend-
ing for all the Ortega Young 
Authors from Ms. Silver’s 
and Ms. Kirejczyk’s classes; 
and the Sunset Ridge Young 
Authors from Ms. Easterby’s, 
Ms. Skinner’s and Ms. Lyttle’s 
classes who read their origi-
nal writing to the enthusiastic 
crowds during  the Children’s 
Book Sale and Celebration of 
Literacy. We also want to give 
tremendous applause to the 
GEMS Flute Choir led by Gail 
Edwards, and Erin Brazil’s 
GATE guitar players who im-
pressed everyone with their 
musical abilities. Bravo!

We would lastly and most 
importantly want to compli-
ment the librarians, teachers 
and principals who gave up 
their free time to help during 
the day at the event: Ellie Cun-
diff, Darlene Easterby, Debby 
and Dan Lyttle, Jim Rogers, 
Nancy Silver and Shari Wei-
sand.

HALLELUJAH for all 
the wonderful people who 
helped!

Ling-Fong Chung
Chair of the Children’s

Book Sale and Celebration 
of Literacy, PSV

Oversight?
Editor:
I keep reading about the 

“oversight committee” and 
“Citizen Oversight” that Mea-
sure D has written into the 
ballot language. This is sup-
posed to safeguard us from 
bad expenditures being made 
of the bounteous sales and 
use tax revenues gained after 
the raising of Pacifi ca’s sales 
tax rate to 10.25%, one of the 
highest rates in the state.

Why would we need this 
if we trusted our city govern-
ment to do the right thing 
with the money? And more 
importantly, why are people 
believing a fairy tale called 
“Citizen Oversight”?

Here’s what I mean: The 
sales tax is classifi ed as a gen-
eral tax, which can have no 
specified purpose. It is gen-
eral revenue and will go into 
the general fund without any 
restriction on how it is spent. 
So if it cannot be specifi c, 
what exactly will “Citizen 
Oversight” have to oversee? 
How will anyone know which 
monies are sales tax monies 
and which are the other $26 
million of the general fund?

Where did this language 
come from and why are re-
ally well-intentioned people 
fooled into believing it? Look 
to none other than our city’s 
hired gun; Fairbank, Maslin 
& Maullin & Assoc., who’ve 
gotten really rich repeating 
these sorts of, well, mistruths. 
In 2008, they consulted on a 
number of sales tax increase 
elections in California, and 
the same language appears 
over and over again, includ-
ing that intrepid character, 
“Citizen Oversight” — protec-
tor of the working class from 
the evil government.

I love being treated as a 
child at election time.

Lionel Emde
Edgemar

What?
Editor:
I certainly hope that I’m 

not in the minority in my 

complete and utter confusion 
over what Mayor Pro-Tem, 
Sue Digre, was trying to con-
vey in her guest column last 
week. Was it a “for or against” 
D argument? Or “just go vote” 
message? I’m sorry, maybe 
I’m simple, but somehow, I 
don’t think so. I think that one 
column convinced me to vote 
no on D.

S. J. Ferguson
Linda Mar

Wrong
Editor:
Measure D is a proposal 

for a 1% sales and use tax 
on the May 19 ballot. This 
new sales and use tax is ex-
pected to generate $1.3 mil-
lion a year. According to the 
text on the ballot this tax will 
be “revenue for general City 
purposes, such as police, fi re, 
9-1-1 emergency, street and 
pothole repair, and youth 
recreation programs; to im-
prove traffi c flow and safety; 
and to protect local coastal 
areas and beaches from pol-
luted storm water runoff and 
trash.” That’s a very long list 
of city services. Just how far 
can you stretch $1.3 million?

Since $1.3 million is only 
about 3% of the city’s total 
budget, then I suggest we use 
the other 97% and some of 
the $4.6 million reserve (to-
day I heard it is actually $5.2 
million) as the revenue for 
the long list of items above. 
We might have to make some 
cuts somewhere. Everyone 
else is doing so, at home and 
at work.

Voting yes on this Measure 
D simply sends a message 
to our failing City Council 
(newest member excluded, 
I hope) that it is acceptable 
to continue to do nothing to 
improve the economy of our 
city. Vote NO on Measure D. 
Visit www.failstax.org

Janet Kennedy
Linda Mar

Thanks, Luigi
Editor:
The Vallemar 8th grade

graduating class would like 
to thank Luigi Latorella for 
his generosity.  Luigi’s Ital-
ian Restaurant hosted a fund 
raiser to help offset the ex-
penses of our graduation.  
In addition to giving us a 
percentage of the food sold 
for the selected date, he also
made a personal contribu-
tion.

Cindy Reese and Julia 
Boyle

8th Grade Graduating
Class Co-Chairs, Vallemar
School

Voting yes
Editor:
For most of us it’s hard 

to put a fi nger on what lo-
cal government is all about, 
or county and state govern-
ment, or school government 
or transportation govern-
ment or any other number of 
governmental agencies that 
make up the governing fab-
ric of our society the United 
States of America. There are 
so many governing agencies 
with so many different man-
dates it’s mind boggling to
try and comprehend, almost 
as mind boggling as trying to 

understand the Cosmos.
But last night I got a vis-

ceral look into what local
government does and how 
it’s done and by who. My 
neighbor had to be saved by 
Pacifica’s Fire Department 
and Emergency Medical 
Team. It’s one thing to watch 
TV episodes of fi remen com-
ing to the recue, or You Tube 
footage of 9/11, but when you 
see these men and women 
up close doing their jobs 
with talent it’s truly a vision
of just how good our society
is, how well planned out it is 
and how well things do work. 
I watched these city employ-
ees doing their jobs in awe.

Measure D will create rev-
enue for our city’s General
Fund. Lets not hamstring the
folks that are looking after 
us, vote for Measure D for a
selfish reason — you. Mea-
sure D is about you, it’s about
me, it’s about my neighbor. 
Measure D is about our com-
munity of people who care.

Todd McCune Bray
Rockaway Beach

No on ‘D’
Editor:
I am a homebuyer and 

have been searching for a 
home here in Pacifi ca for
about a year. During this 
time, I have been reading 
your paper and observing 
your city government. Dur-
ing the past year, your City
Council has increased the 
sewer tax by 18 percent and
want to increase it again in 
May. But most troubling is 
this Measure D. This mea-
sure would create a 10.25 
percent sales tax for all resi-
dents. Highest in the state. I 
see no end in sight and I see 
no attempt by the council to 
promote tax revenues via de-
velopment and the creation
of business incentives.

These initiatives would 
weaken an already poor real
estate market. Personally, I 
will wait and see if Measure 
D passes. If it does, I will buy 
elsewhere, scenic or not.

Cassandra Caris

Response 
Editor:
I write in response to the 

letter from Mr. Frank Cimo 
published in the April 22 edi-
tion of the Tribune. In his 
statement, he raises a series
of questions relative to his 
personal interpretation of 
the Obama Administration’s 
foreign policy. I will attempt 
to provide a brief response to 
six specific comments.

1. The allegation that talk-
ing to Iran will not lessen its 
drive to acquire a nuclear 
bomb. Not talking to them 
and labeling them as evil has 
not worked. We share some 
common concerns (Afghani-
stan) so let’s start there.

2. He suggests that a cut-
back on missil defense puts 
us in danger of a North Ko-
rean attack. U.S. scientists 
and the military admit that 
our missile defense system 
is unproven as are North 
Korea’s offensive capabili-
ties. There may well be bet-
ter ways to ensure our safety
and save the billions such a 
defense system is costing us.

3. He says we should not

alter our almost 50-year 
failed policy vis-a-vis Cuba. 
Today, the Cuban American 
community is looking for 
a change that will promote 
more travel, interchange and 
business with Cuba. This 
would seem to be a good time 
to explore the possibilities for 
this post Castro world.

4. He proposes that we 
should engage in a quid pro 
quo of name calling with 
those who have said unpleas-
ant things about us. Again,
this approach has proven
to be unsuccessful. It re-
minds me of lunch on the 
playground in elementary 
school.

5. He asserts that we 
should not go to foreign lands 
to apologize for American 
policies, principles and prac-
tices. Admitting mistakes is 
never easy but in the long run 
acknowledging error where it 
exists is a sign of strength and 
may well serve the national 
interest. Mr. Cimo admits to 
“kinda missing George (Pres-
ident George W. Bush) and 

his cowboy diplomacy.” Mr. 
Bush and the horse he rode 
are in on are now safely in 
the paddock. We can move to 
a more modern and effective 
form of policy making pro-
moting America’s principles 
and practices.

Rudie Tretten
Vallemar

No leadership
Editor:
Here’s another reason 

to vote against Measure D. 
City Council has shown no 
leadership in spending back 
to last year’s level when city 
services worked well. Yet 
City Council wants the tax-
payers to cough up more
money when we are rolling
our own home budgets back 
to last year’s level. We, the 
taxpayers, make economies.
The City does not. I’m voting 
No on Measure D.

Thomas J. Dickson
Park Pacifica

In 1991, this community 
went through a fi nancial
crisis similar to the one we 
are going through now. 

At that time the state was 
experiencing a budget short-
fall and began to take some 
funding away from cities to 
shift into education.

It was called the ERAF 
shift and it meant Pacifica
would lose approximately
$1million per year begin-
ning in 1992.

The Council at that time 
approved a tax assessment
for homeowners of $76 per 
year to make up this $1 mil-
lion difference.

The critics of the assess-
ment exaggerated and spun 
information to defame the 
Council as a way of stirring
up opposition. Some critics 
spread tales about how the 
council members received
$100,000 salaries and the 
parks department took care 
of their lawns!

Today a similar tactic 
is being used, like on the 
big signs on Pete Pereira’s
property on Highway One, 
one that says the Council 
gets “perks of $147,000.”

In reality that $147,000 
is the TOTAL combined
cost for 5 council members 
salaries/benefits plus offi ce 
costs. It’s not a “perk” to get 
paid a small salary for doing 
a big job.

And the “out-of-town
travel” they complain about 
is to the interagency meet-
ings in and around San Ma-
teo County.

And last but not least, 
“the surplus” is actually the 
money that is held in re-
serves.

 As a result of the 1991 
tax revolt and attack against 
the Council, three members

of the previous Council 
were replaced with support-
ers of the tax revolt. Their 
first order of business was 
to repeal the tax assess-
ment, but soon followed the 
time when the new council 
members had to make cuts 
to the budget.

After a diffi cult budget 
meeting, I received a call 
from one of the new coun-
cil members who confi ded 
in me that the $76 a year no 
longer seemed like so much
to pay.

The lesson is that the
revenue challenges Pacifi ca 
faces can’t be solved by sim-
ply blaming and/or replac-
ing whoever is on the City 
Council. The challenges 
persist no matter who serves 
and are not simple to solve. 
You might want to ask one 
of the current critics, what 
do they have planned to 
help their City?

The reality is, if someone 
wants to live in a town that 
has more commercial devel-
opment and generates more 
sales tax than Pacifi ca, there 
are many to choose from in-
cluding: San Bruno (4X as 
much sales tax per capita as 
Pacifica), Daly City (2X as 
much sales tax per capita as 
Pacifica), Colma (100X as 
much sales tax per capita as 
Pacifica), South San Fran-
cisco (4 ½ X as much sales
tax per capita as Pacifi ca).

Pacifica isn’t like any of 
those places, and most Paci-
ficans prefer it that way.  
But it means that there is an 
additional cost to retain an 
adequate level of safety and 
other city services.

I offer all this as some-
thing to consider before  
you cast your vote on Mea-
sure D.

FLU FLURRY
As the president and 
epidemiology experts con-
tinue to urge extra hand
washing and the use of gel
sanitizers to combat the 
swine flu outbreak, these 
supplies appear to be 
quickly selling out locally.
As of last week, hand sani-
tizer was gone from Target 
in Colma, and customers 
looking for that product 
appeared to be resorting to 
purchasing other alter-
natives, such as Clorox
brand disinfecting wipes 
normally used for house-
cleaning. Face masks were 
also sold out at a nearby
Rite Aid drugstore, and 
Home Depot Pro had no 
economy brand masks left.
(PacificaRiptide.com)

RECESSION AID
Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation and San Mateo 
County have announced
a joint effort to distribute 
a total of $1.5 million in 

grants to nonprofit orga-
nizations that are helping
residents survive the cur-
rent economic recession.
As part of the unique part-
nership, the community
foundation will award $1
million to food and shelter
providers in San Mateo 
and Santa Clara counties.
The announcement marks
the second round of safety
net grants from the com-
munity foundation since
December 2008, when $3
million was awarded to 
47 organizations in the
two counties. San Mateo 
County will distribute up
to $500,000 to organiza-
tions in the county as part 
of an Economic Urgency
Assistance Program,
which was approved by
the Board of Supervisors 
in April. The county also 
announced that it has
created a special area on
its website (co.sanmateo.
ca.us) called “San Mateo
County Resources for 

Those in Need.’’ (Marshall 
Wilson, Public Communi-
cations Manager, San Ma-
teo County, 650-363-4153 
office, 650-464-5630 cell, 
mwilson@co.sanmateo.
ca.us)
 
ALTAMONT ZEPHYR
The state would establish
a direct Amtrak route be-
tween San Francisco and
the San Joaquin Valley un-
der the terms of a bill that 
passed its fi rst committee 
last week, according to
the Visalia, Calif., Times 
Delta (April 29). Assem-
bly Bill 526 by Sen. Roy 
Ashburn (R-Bakersfield)
would authorize the state 
Department of Transporta-
tion (Caltrans) to negotiate 
with freight and commuter 
railroads to open up track
access for one of the San 
Joaquin Amtrak trains to 
go directly between San 
Francisco and the Valley
via Altamont Pass and
the South Bay. Currently,
the state contracts with 
Amtrak to operate four 
trains between Bakersfield
and Oakland via Stockton 
and Martinez. Ashburn 
is focused on a route that 
would take a train over 
Altamont Pass and into 
San Francisco. Caltrans 
director Will Kempton 
said his department would 

follow the Legislature’s di-
rection but added that the 
Amtrak San Joaquin also 
should be viewed as part
of the state rail system
that is expected eventually
to include a high-speed 
train, running through 
the Valley between Los
Angeles and the Bay Area.
Ashburn agreed that his 
push for rail service from
the Southern San Joaquin 
Valley over the Altamont 
Pass to San Francisco is 
part of a larger discussion
over high-speed rail. Plans 
currently call for the high-
speed train to use Pacheco 
Pass as the route into the 
Bay Area from the Central
Valley, but rail planners 
also are looking at a pos-
sible joint-use project of
conventional and high-
speed rail service over 
Altamont Pass.

GREEN JOB
The Bay Area Early Detec-
tion Network (BAEDN)
seeks a coordinator. For 
the right candidate, the 
position is a rare oppor-
tunity to revolutionize 
invasive-plant manage-
ment in the Bay Area 
and beyond. BAEDN is a 
collaborative partnership 
of regional land managers
and invasive-species ex-
perts that serves the nine-

county San Francisco Bay 
Area. BAEDN coordinates 
Early Detection and Rapid 
Response to infestations 
of invasive plants, proac-
tively dealing with new 
outbreaks before they can
grow into large and costly
environmental threats. 
This “stitch-in-time”
approach prevents envi-
ronmental and economic
damage caused by these 
invaders; educates citi-
zens on natural resource 
stewardship; and reduces 
the need for planning
and resources required to
control large, established
invasive-plant populations.
The coordinator will lead
development and imple-
mentation of BAEDN,
with input and direction 
from BAEDN’s Steering 
Committee. The position
is largely office-based,
with some site visits and
outdoor training expected.
Office work may involve 
extended periods of sitting
and using a computer,
mouse, and telephone.
Work location is flexible,
and travel throughout the 
nine-county Bay Area is
expected and will be reim-
bursed. The coordinator 
will be hired on a contract 
basis at a billing rate of 
$23 to $30 per hour, de-
pending on experience. Al-

ternative work schedules 
will be considered. For 
more information, email
gluesenkamp@egret.org

PLAN BEE
Bees pollinate all our food
crops, but bees them-
selves face environmental
threats. Help save the 
bees by contacting Laurie 
Davies Adams, Executive 
Director, Pollinator Part-
nership lda@pollinator.org
or 415-362-1137

SWAMI SEZ
“Stay thirsty, my friend.”
(Juan Mayburrito, the 
world’s most interesting
man, NoBull Prize winner)

SITESEER
n YouTube video of Yes on
D: Pacifi caMeasureD.org
n Espresso book machine
(print on demand):
Wikipedia.org
n Fido & Fluffy fly first
class: petairways.com

MAYBURRITOVILLE
n Community blog:
Pacifi caRiptide.com
n Editing & proofreading 
services: Goofbuster.com
n Column archives:
WanderingAndWondering.
com
n Email: mayburrito@
goofbuster.com

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering

Community Forum & Opinions

My Turn
Pacifica Mayor Julie Lancelle      
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