
The results are in. The people 
have spoken on Measure D and 
they said, “nah”. Apparently, in 
tough economic times folks are 
disinclined to voluntarily pay 
more for stuff. Who knew?

Our Mayor, Julie Lancelle, 
put her foot in her mouth by de-
scribing some of the opposition 
tactics as “Rovian.” The opposi-
tion countered by saying that she 
should immediately resign, and 
“anyway she never really was a 
Vietnam war hero.”

The measure would have 
increased Pacifi ca’s sales tax 
by 1% on all non-food items. I 
voted yes, and planned to cir-
cumvent the tax by making ev-
eryday items out of foodstuffs. 
For instance I intended to sew 
my clothing from banana peels, 
and use hollowed out pineapples 
for footwear. But not everyone 
is willing to go to such lengths, 
and not only because of the 
smell (fruity, yet rotting). For one 
thing, an extra tax would’ve hurt 
local businesses.

One exception: an unmarked 
Pacifica shop called Vacu-Tech 
that only sells it’s wares over 
the internet, and by “wares” I 
mean “male personal enhance-
ment devices” if you know what 
Imean (and if you don’t it’s prob-
ably jut as well).

I learned about this shop, 
whose location shall remain se-
cret for privacy reasons*, from 
a friend who claims he learned 
about it from a friend. They fea-
ture scientifi cally fl ared cylin-
ders, woman’s products (don’t 
ask), and even a T-shirt proudly 
displaying their logo, for the 
extremely self confi dent and/or 
delusional man. Since Internet 
sales aren’t taxed, those sales 
would’ve been unaffected by 

Measure D, and I for one think 
this sends the wrong message 
to our children, although I can’t 
articulate that message in a fam-
ily paper.

The rest of the businesses 
were rightfully nervous, because 
Measure D would’ve brought 
the total sales tax ¼ of a percent 
above the taboo 10% barrier. 
Apparently, when this barrier 
is breeched, consumers will be 
compelled to drive hundreds of 
miles (or buy male enhancement 
products over the Internet), just 
to save a few cents on taxes.

If the Council had only asked 
for a ¾ percent tax, bringing 
the total up to exactly 10%, it 
would’ve at least been possible 
to calculate without using our 
fingers. Better yet, if they shaved 
off a smidgen more, to a total of 
9.99%, it would’ve had more sup-
port from the business commu-
nity, for some reason they love 
prices like that.

Instead, we got nothing. And 
now we face a nation with a defi -
cit in the trillions, a state with a 
deficit in the billions, a county 
with a defi cit in the millions, and 
a city with a defi cit in the future. 
We need to either start slashing 
all unnecessary services – such 
as traffi c lights – or think of 
something fast.

But what? Another develop-
ment? Another tax? An all-vol-
unteer police department? All 
of these choices are gambles. 
Which gives me an idea...

There is a story of a man who 
won a million dollars in the lot-
tery, which he immediately in-
vested – in a million lottery tick-
ets. 999,999 of the tickets turned 
out to be duds, but the millionth 
ticket won – fi ve dollars. He 
shrugged and said at least he 

came out ahead, aside from the 
tendonitis he got scratching all 
those tickets. I made that story 
up, but the point is, there are a 
lot of suckers out there, and we 
need to cash in on all that gull-
ibility. Unfortunately, Pacifi ca 
isn’t an Indian reservation, so slot 
machines are out of the question,
but apparently a card room is “in 
the question.”

I just read an article saying 
that Colma gets $5.3 million 
dollars a year from the Lucky 
Chances Card Room. $5.3 mil-
lion dollars! That’s so much 
money they give all of their (liv-
ing) residents free cable just for 
being there. So what does Colma 
have that they get a card club 
and we don’t? I made a compari-
son chart:

Colma: graveyards
Pacifica: beaches
Colma: BART
Pacifica: beaches
Colma: The Musical
Pacifica: did I mention the 

beaches?
Let’s be real, our beaches 

kick Colma’s butt card-club-at-
tractiveness-wise (proximity to 
Vacu-Tech may also be a selling
point). The real difference lies in 
our voting history. In 1993 80% 
of Pacifi cans voted against a 
card club on Mori Point. A few 
years later, Colma’s residents, 
knowing a dropped ball when 
they see it, approved one, and 
now they get free cable, while 
we may have to start charging 
residents to use antennas.

It’s time to reassess our pri-
orities. If a card club, with only
one building, can generate as 
much revenue as an entire de-
velopment with 355 homes, well,
that’s a much better revenue-to-
footprint-ratio. Okay, so it might
lead to more crime, but we won’t 
care – we will have free cable!

In the meantime we need to 
consult the experts on how to do 
more with what little we have. 
Fortunately, we have a business 
in town that specializes in that 
very thing: Vacu-Tech.

Ian Butler is host of Laugh Lo-
cally on PCT 26. ianbutler@
netzero.net *Hint: it’s next door 
to PCT.

SAVE CALIFORNIA
“Proposition 13 was sold to the
public 31 years ago as a way of
protecting homeowners during 
a time of rising housing prices 
— and the corresponding rise 
in property taxes. This was 
and remains an imperative 
policy for California. However,
the measure also exempted
all commercial property from 
regular tax reassessment.
Paradoxical to the law’s initial 
intent, the commercial prop-
erty loopholes in Proposition 
13 have actually shifted the tax
burden away from corpora-
tions and onto the backs of
residential property owners —
Nobody in California benefits
not small businesses, major
corporations or workers  when 
we fail to develop an educated 
work force, halt progress on
important infrastructure proj-
ects, cut vital services and go
more than $24 billion in debt.
As a reader wrote in response 
to an opinion piece I pub-
lished recently: ‘My business 
benefits when I am able to hire 
decently educated employees
who can spell, use good gram-
mar, do math and solve new
problems. I need maintained 
roads and police and fire

services as well, or my custom-
ers will go elsewhere.’ Just
as damaging for the business 
community is the uncertainty 
of a tax system in which taxes 
and fees are raised based on 
what is politically possible,
rather than a logical tax sys-
tem based on what is economi-
cally productive. When you 
replace a steady source of
commercial property tax with
fees, and very high payroll 
taxes in some counties, you 
make business less competi-
tive. Proposition 13 has insti-
tutionalized a system that puts 
new businesses at a competi-
tive disadvantage when they
end up paying much more in 
taxes than mature businesses.
The fact is that Proposition 13
didn’t necessarily lower busi-
ness taxes, it just made them 
more unpredictable. Cali-
fornia now has some of the 
highest sales taxes and other
regressive taxes because our 
property taxes have dropped 
into the lowest one-third of all 
states. Proposition 13 didn’t 
normalize our revenue stream 
or help our state invest in 
the future. Over the last few
months, I have been talking
to and organizing a campaign 

with thousands of Californians
including small-business 
owners, teachers, parents, 
students and employees of
major corporations who are 
tired of seeing their schools 
and roads fall apart and who
can no longer tolerate year 
after year of budget crisis in
SacramentoÉWe now live in
a state that is no longer mak-
ing the adequate investments 
for the future success of our 
state. We know the problems  
too many of our K-12 schools 
are failing, we’re not sending
enough young people to col-
lege, we’re letting our water, 
roads and rail infrastructure 
deteriorate, and we’re failing
to adequately nurture the 
technology industries of the 
future. Our lack of fundamen-
tal capital investment is the 
cause of California’s lagging 
economic performance. Now
let’s be honest about the solu-
tions. Investments in physical
and human capital require a 
steady, logical and consistent 
funding source. Such a steady 
funding source has disap-
peared from the California 
budget because of the illogical
patchwork of California tax 
law. It is a broken system that
will keep us on a fi scal roller 
coaster until we make the fun-
damental reforms necessary.
One of the most important 
tax reforms we can make is
to amend Proposition 13, the
foundational tax law in Cali-
fornia that, by restricting one
of our most important funding 
streams, has contributed to 
so many of the problems fac-

ing our state. According to a 
recent statewide survey, 63 
percent of Californians sup-
port ‘closing the loophole that 
allows corporations to avoid
reassessment of the value of 
new property they purchase.’
Californians are fed up with
the status quo and want to
return our state as a beacon
for education, innovation and 
progress. Reforming Proposi-
tion 13 to close corporate loop-
holes is not a panacea, but it is
a vital step in the right direc-
tion.” (Phil Ting is the asses-
sor-recorder of San Francisco.
His op-ed piece appeared June 
21 in the Sacramento Bee.)

BLUE MARBLES
Join the Pacifica Beach Coali-
tion in bringing attention to 
the plight of the ocean by shar-
ing Blue Marbles with people 
committing random acts of
kindness, such as picking up 
litter, composting, recycling, 
restoring native habitat, and
conserving water and other 
natural resources. The Blue 
Marble is a famous photo-
graph of the Earth taken by as-
tronauts on December 7, 1972.
It is likely the most widely dis-
tributed photographic image
in existence, one of the few to 
show a fully illuminated Earth, 
because the astronauts had the
Sun behind them when they
took the image. To the astro-
nauts, Earth had the appear-
ance of a blue marble. When
you get a Blue Marble, pass it
along. (BlueMarbles.org)

SOUL SAUCE
Soul Sauce with Jon Eriksen
plays the fi rst Sunday of each
month at Nick’s restaurant
lounge at Rockaway Beach
from 2 - 5 p.m. (On July 5 only,
the band will start early at 1 
p.m.) This is an ongoing event.
Get your Cal Tjader and Latin 
jazz fix while gathering sea-
shells down by the seashore.

SAMTRANS CUTS
SamTrans bus number 14 
(Linda Mar Valley, Terra Nova 
High School), CX express to
Colma BART, and DX express
to downtown San Francisco 
are on the hit list of routes
that could be cut back or even 
eliminated because of budget 
shortfalls. Congestion in Pa-
cifica would increase signifi -
cantly if these buses were cut 
or eliminated, especially on 
Highway 1. Community meet-
ings are scheduled to discuss 
possible service changes:
July 27, South San Francisco 
Municipal Services Building, 
33 Arroyo Drive
July 28; SamTrans headquar-
ters, 1250 San Carlos Avenue,
San Carlos;
July 29, Menlo Park City
Council Chambers, 701 Laurel 
Street;
August 6, Half Moon Bay, loca-
tion to be announced.

RADIO LAB
Radio Lab, the inventive and
addictive science series hosted
by Robert Krulwich and Jad 
Abumrad, will be back with 
five new shows in September,
and KALW 91.7 FM will broad-

cast them all Wednesdays at 1
p.m. starting September 9. But 
if you can’t wait until Septem-
ber, check out the RadioLab 
link at KALW.org, which 
hooks you up with weekly 
Radio Lab podcasts, including
material you won’t hear on the
radio.

GREENER COWS
Canadian scientist Stephen 
Moore at the University of
Alberta (Edmonton) is breed-
ing cows that emit 25 percent 
less methane. Cows produce 
three-quarters of the world’s
methane, a greenhouse gas 
20 times worse than carbon 
dioxide for climate change.
(Earthweek.com)

SITESEER
n Why American Policy
Sucks—Lobbyists Rule: Google 
it on PacificaRiptide.com
n Russian volcanic blast,
sunspots, cosmic phenomena:
SpaceWeather.com
n The latest suburban craze: 
BackyardChickens.com
n Support for volunteer
services and nonprofits: One-
Brick.org

SWAMI SEZ
“Cats are smarter than dogs. 
You can’t get eight cats to pull 
a sled through the snow.” (Jeff 
Valdez)
 
MAYBURRITO DOT COM
n Google me: Pacifi ca Riptide,
Goofbuster, Wandering and 
Wondering, Pacifica Tribune 
n Email me: mayburrito@
goofbuster.com

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering

Community Forum & Opinions
My Turn

Joan Weideman
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familiar hospital machine.
I have donated enough urine to 

fill a swimming pool, And enough 
blood to fill several banks.

For allowing me to make these 
donations, To whom do I say, “Thanks”?

For all the wonderful care I’ve received, including all the waiting,
poking, pinching, x-rays, and injections.

“Why?” I ask. Doc says, “It’s for your own good.” So I have trouble
with objections. But-more importantly Thanks for the bright side. Not 
all aging is medicine and /or pain.

Thankfully we retire from the work life; And, thankfully life begins 
again.

Remember, in this century, we live many more years, And the way 
we live our second life can be without tears or fears.

A hundred years ago The life-span was less than forty.
Today the life-span has doubled; and, with Viagra, many are still 

sporty.
There are other good things that getting elderly brings:
Most admissions are cheaper; some stores have senior rates or 

days. Thus, with lower retirement income, Sometimes, shopping 
know-how really pays.

Senior discounts in many places are found: Some hardware stores, 
apparel stores, restaurants. For some thing close to you, check around. 
Thanks for another boon for the aged, and that’s coming to the Senior 
Center.

If you’re like me, your outlook brightens, the minute that you enter. 
Here we meet our friends for another pleasant day, as we listen, joke, 
learn and play.

With classes, movies, games, even entertainment during lunch. 

Thanks to all this attention, No wonder we’re a happy bunch.
Thanks for “Senior Tidings” with its pleasant monthly venue, And 

thanks to those who prepare its varied program and varied menu.
Thanks for the volunteers’ help to provide classes, services, and games 
that give us pleasure.

For their efforts, our gratitude is hard to measure.
And, of course, the professional staff does a wonderful job to over-

see everything.
Under their guidance, it all comes together like a smoothly oper-

ating machine. So, to volunteers and professionals, we thank you so 
much.

Be thankful, it’s all designed to keep us fogies happy; And your at-
tendance indicated its success.

For those who are unhappy sometimes, attendance at the Senior
Center cures any loneliness.

Attendance at Senior Center will cure you of self-abasement, Defi-
cient diets, boredom, and mental laziness.

Everything at Senior Center is designed to keep you Well on the 
way to old-age happiness. So, thanks for being here, and proving me 
right. Thanks for the past; but the future, too, is in sight. So stop for a 
moment. Hesitate! In the Senior Center tomorrow, what do you an-
ticipate?

Be thankful for memories, but thanks for what’s ahead, too.
Check your “Senior Tidings” for tomorrow, for what we’ll eat

And what we’ll do. And maybe, just maybe, I’ll bore you with another
poem, OR TWO.

Eugene D. Gibson
(Written for the Senior Center)

Yet anotherconsultant
Editor:
I see the City Council has yet again hired a consulting firm - this 

time to the tune of $105,502 - that would according to published re-
ports “herd them through” another problem. This time it’s a new city 
refuse collection contract. I have a better idea. Why not simply dismiss 
the council and use the salaries and benefits of those folks to hire a 
consulting firm full time and let it make our civic decisions for us?  
Pacificans voted for city council members on the understanding they 
would be our decision makers with imput from voters. Now It seems 
the only way council members can make a decision regarding the 
city is when a consulting company is involved. Therefore, why not do 
away with the city politicians and rely only on an outside consulting 
company to advance Pacifica? Pacifica is a nice place: beautiful vistas, 
greatweather, nice people. As a functioning and well-run municipality
, not so much.

Susan Trecroci
Linda Mar

Thank You
Editor:
Hats off to Pacifica’s finest, the police and fire departments, for their 

promptresponse when I called for help last week for my handicapped
wife. Especially thanks to the firefighters of Station 72 “A” shift with 
CaptainAndy Sloane and his crew for a fast and professional response 
last Monday night. Thanks guys. You are the best.

Rudy Pickell
Linda Mar

Your tax dollars
Last June, the Pacifica 

Community made a differ-
ence in elementary educa-
tion.  By two-thirds major-
ity, Pacifica voters passed 
an education parcel tax 
generating  $1 M of lo-
cally controlled funds for 
Pacifica School District. 
The State cannot take or 
supplant this money.

You may be wondering,
“How was your tax money 
spent?”

The taxpayer money
has been spent in ac-
cordance with the ballot 
measure language: “To 
protect local elementary 
and middle schools from 
state budget cuts, main-
tain high quality educa-
tion, preserve small class 
sizes, attract and retain 
qualified teachers, protect 
vital academic programs, 
and maintain classroom 
and school facilities, shall 
the Pacifica School Dis-
trict levy a temporary par-
cel tax of $96/year for 5
years, with independent 
oversight, an exemption 
for seniors, no funds for 
administrator salaries and 
all funds staying in this 
community to promote 
student achievement.”

The school board very 
carefully allocated the 
parcel tax in late summer 
and early fall for 08-09 
school year in accordance 
with the ballot measure.

To retain and attract
quality teachers, teach-
ers received a one-time
payment of 3.5% of salary
($350,000).

Pacifica has one of the
lowest pay scales in the 
county, and this helped 
make our pay rates less 
uncompetitive. The

School Board funded an 
essential program, with 
independently demon-
strated results, to retain 
and attract vibrant young 
teachers, new to the pro-
fession, the Beginning
Teacher Support and As-
sessment (BTSA) pro-
gram. ($55,000).

We funded Literacy
Coaches’ salary and ben-
efits that support teacher 
training including Writers
Workshop. ($100,000).

We funded professional
development to train 
teachers on effective use 
of hands-on science mate-
rials.  In May, the science 
teachers presented to the 
board the outcome of the 
training and requested
that it be continued for the 
next school year. Quality 
science programs are vital 
to prepare students for the 
21st century. ($24,000).

An additional teacher
was hired to provide small 
class size. ($65,000). Star
testing showed that re-
duced class size at Sunset 
Ridge School’s 4th and 
5th grades had a signifi-
cant impact on student
learning.

Parcel tax funds were 
spent to match county 
money to keep homework 
centers open and preserve 
after school tutoring. 
($20,000)  Intervention is 
an essential program to 
support struggling learn-
ers.

In early October,
the economy imploded 
and the board set aside 
$365,000 to offset antici-
pated mid-year cuts by 
the State, which were sig-
nificantly more than this
amount.

This past year, 904 se-
niors received exemptions
from the parcel tax.

An oversight commit-
tee comprised of a repre-
sentative from each Par-
ent Teacher Organization 
and the following com-
munity members: Marisa 
George, Warren Hultberg, 
Judith Kell, Remi Tan, Jim
Wagner, Richard Zurom-
ski meet semi-annually to 
review parcel tax expen-
ditures.  After each meet-
ing, the committee reports
to the board as to whether 
the funds are spent in ac-
cordance with the ballot
language.

The school board has 
prepared next year’s bud-
get based on the Gover-
nor’s May Revise.  

Based on the State’s 
Feb. budget, PSD’s pro-
jected cuts for 09-10 
school year were $1.2M.  
As of the Governor’s May
Revise the projected cuts
are $1.9M.

The bi-partisan Legis-
lative Analyst Office in-
dicates that there may be 
further cuts when the leg-
islature passes a budget 
this summer.

With the huge budget
cuts coming from Sac-
ramento that you have 
heard about in the news, 
our students and teachers
are facing very real and 
painful cuts to our educa-
tional programs. The new 
cuts are coming on top of
$1.8M in cuts over the last 
seven years.

Because of the State’s 
failure to provide ade-
quate funding for educa-
tion, the district is being 
forced to cut staff and 
programs.  But, as hard as 
our circumstances are, we 
are in much better shape
thanks to your support for 
the parcel tax.  This local 
funding is making a real
difference.

Joan Weideman, Board 
Member, Pacifica School 
District

Ian Butler

Laughing
 Locally

Revenue Enhancement

Letters
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