
Efforts at signature gath-
ering by local leaders, city 
employees, and citizens 
have paid off.

The Save Our Local 
Services campaign is now 
Proposition 22 on the No-
vember ballot. Prop. 22 
stops the state from taking 
local government funds
dedicated to local services 
like emergency response,
911, police and fi re ser-
vices, parks and libraries, 
public transit, and trans-
portation improvements.  I 
am leading our local efforts
at signature gathering and 
am now a member of the 
SOS Campaign Committee 
2010.

Since the 1990s, the 
state of California has fre-
quently replaced money cut 
from the state budget with 
money that previously went 
to cities to pay for local ser-
vices.

At the beginning of each 
budget year, a certain per-
centage of various taxes are 
allotted to local services, 
but by the end of the year 
that number has often been 
different.

This makes it almost 
impossible to plan a bud-
get, especially in small cit-
ies like ours. Try manag-
ing your checking account
when you don’t know how 
much your paycheck will 
be each month. In 2004, 
Proposition 1A protected
local government’s share of 
property tax, but since then 
the state has gone after 
various funds such as the 
local share of gas tax and 

redevelopment. If Prop 22 
passes, this practice would 
stop.

Pacifica has lost more 
than $27 million to these 
state takeaways, enough 
to run our city for a year.
That’s why I, along with 
many other city council 
members in California,
worked so hard to gather 
signatures needed to place
it on the ballot. We simply 
cannot afford for this to 
happen any more. 

It is one of the many
fronts on which we are 
fighting for fi nancial stabil-
ity as a city. For more infor-
mation, go to http://www.
savelocalservices.com

PACIFICALLY YOURS
The Pacifica Tribune’s headline 
writer apparently lives in a par-
allel universe. I think this year’s 
Fourth of July firestorm was one
of the noisiest ever. Maybe the 
beach scene was a little quieter
due to the fog, the economy,
or the police work. But back in
Linda Mar Valley it was a war
zone for several days leading
up to the holiday itself and
then continuing right until the
present. Every few hours, some
moron sets off his M-80s (yes,
M is for moron), scaring the
bejesus out of me, my cats, and
every other living thing in the
area. Now, like any good red-
blooded American, I appreciate
a good fireworks display up in
the air, at a set time so I can
brace myself. But I really hate
this sneaky SOB who continues
to break the law, disturbing
this otherwise tranquil town. If
he really digs blowing up stuff,

may I suggest that he go join
a demolition company or get 
some counseling, and leave the 
rest of us in peace.

WRITERS WORKSHOPS
Six-Week Novel & Memoir
Writer’s Workshop at my house
in Half Moon Bay: July 14
through August 18, Wednes-
day evenings, from 6:30 to
9:30. Your Novel: The Road to
Publication, 1-Day Workshop at
beautiful Seal Cove Inn in Half
Moon Bay, Saturday, August 7
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Wendy
Nelson Tokunaga, author and
manuscript consultant, Wendy-
Tokunaga.com)

WHERE OUR TAP WATER
COMES FROM
Tuolumne River Trust is gearing
up for the second year of its
elementary school education
program called “That’s the Tu-
olumne in My Tap.” TRT visits

4th- and 5th-grade classrooms 
in San Francisco, San Mateo,
Santa Clara, and Alameda coun-
ties.  Last year, TRT reached 
more than 2,700 students in 
100+ classrooms, and this year
plans to do even more.
(tuolumne.org)

ROCKAWAY RUMBLE
The fierce fight over feeding 
feral felines made the 6 o’clock
news on July 6. Mike Sugerman 
from KPIX Channel 5 Eyewit-
ness News spent two hours
interviewing Nancy Morrison
and videotaping her feeding the
feral quarry cats for a feature
on the July 6 broadcast. You 
can find the video in the station 
archives at cbs5.com. The KPIX 
story mentioned the role of lo-
cal media in getting this story
out, showing Pacifica Riptide’s
homepage and the Tribune’s
front page.

REGISTERED OFFENDER
Rob Schneider’s new comedy
album “Registered Offender”
is available as a download on 
Amazon and iTunes.

FARMERS MARKET FUN
Food writer and culinary
humorist Shirley Fong-Tor-
res (Ben Fong-Torres’ sister)
taped a quick audition bit for
the new Oprah network OWN
at the Pacifica Farmers’ Market.

Market Founder/Manager Erin
Tormey says, “We had virtually 
no notice to prepare (neither
did she, apparently). Anyway, 
Farmer John, Farmer Joon, and
yours truly helped a Cantonese 
woman pick out stuff for an Ital-
ian dinner from the Coastside 
Farmers’ Market in Pacifica to
prepare for Oprah.”
Video: vimeo.com/12876350

LAST CHANCE TO COMMENT
Thursday, July 22, is your last
chance to tell the San Mateo 
County Transportation Au-
thority (smcta.com) what you
think of its Highway 1/Calera 
Parkway Project plan to widen
the roadway to six lanes. See
PacificaRiptide.com for com-
ments, community reactions,
and updates.) The stated pur-
pose of the proposed project 
is to reduce congestion from
approximately a half mile north
of Reina Del Mar Avenue to
approximately a quarter mile 
south of Fassler/Rockaway 
Beach Avenues, a distance of
some 1.3 miles. But many Paci-
ficans and others believe that 
widening the highway would
harm adjacent wetlands, not
solve traffic problems in the 
long term, blight the landscape
with high retaining walls on
both sides of the road, and cost 
as much as $50 million. Con-
tacts: SMCTA Citizens Advisory

Committee (CAC) member Jim 
Vreeland (Pacifi ca City Coun-
cil); CAC Vice Chair Barbara 
Arietta at 415-246-0775 or bari-
etta@  hotmail.com. Public com-
ments due by July 22: SMCTA
Headquarters at 650-508-6283 
or smcta_feedback@smcta.com. 

SWAMI SEZ
“I find that a great part of the
information I have was acquired 
by looking up something and 
finding something else on the
way.” (Franklin Pierce Adams)
 
SITESEER
n Open a wine bottle with your 
shoe: wimp.com/wineshoe
n Audio, video, and photos
of San Pedro Creek songbird
Swainson’s thrush:
allaboutbirds.org
n The right name for the job:
former Congressman Al Swift
chairs the American High Speed
Rail Alliance (americanhsra.org)
 
MAYBURRITOVILLE ONLINE
n Email:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com
n Columnist: Pacifi ca Tribune,
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club)
n Editor & Publisher: 
Pacifica Riptide 
n Blogger:
Peninsula Coastside (SF Gate) 
n Copyeditor: Goofbuster
n Instructor:
Inner Editor workshops
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Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

My Turn
Stu Herman, Linda Mar
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PB&R thanks
Editor:
The City of Pacifica

Parks, Beaches and Recre-
ation Department would like 
to extend its appreciation
to the following volunteers 
and organizations for their 
contributions and dedicated
service to another excellent
day of Fourth of July activi-
ties. With their help, we had
a successful Rocket Run and 
4th of July Celebration at
Frontierland Park.

Rich Felix and his crew
for coordinating the music 
and sound at Frontierland
Park; the following groups
for providing entertain-
ment: The Linda Martians, 
The Thrashers, Jack Ma-

gee, Shintaikido of Pacifica
for a great demonstration, 
Clarinda Campagna and her 
volunteers for reading the 
Constitution and Declara-
tion of Independence, our 
color guard from VFW Post 
10245 and American Legion
Post 238 and the Pacifi ca
Rotary Club for hosting the 
12th annual dog contest.  
Also thanks to the police of-
ficers who provided us with 
an escort for the Rocket Run 
and checked in on us at the
park, the Public Works De-
partment crew for all their 
help before and during the 
event, the local community 
groups and vendors who 
participated, all the games 
leaders and LITE volunteers, 
and the run volunteers: Don
and Hazel Beck, Chris, Ja-
mie and Marlee Perez, and 
Kevin Kannengeiser.

Michael J. Perez
Director - PB&R
City of Pacifica

Other side
of the tunnel

Editor:
I have been watching 

with interest the commis-
erations going on in Pa-
cifica in regards to fixing 
Highway 1. If it wasn’t so 
damn serious it would be 
like watching the Three 
Stooges.

Measure A passed in 
what, 1988? Highway 1
was high on the priority 
list. Twenty-two years 
later you guys are still ar-
guing over how to fix it. 
For crying out loud, fix 
the thing. You’ve wasted 
too much time in argu-
ing.

This affects a lot more 
people than those that re-
side in the southern end 
of Pacifica. If you haven’t 
noticed, there’s a tunnel 
scheduled to open here 

soon. What do you think 
that’s going to do to your 
commute? There are a 
lot of people south of the 
slide that are sick and
tired of the inane argu-
ments brought forth at-
tempting to justify noth-
ing. We seemed to be able 
to get our bottleneck at 
Hwy 92 and Hwy 1 com-
pleted.

What’s your excuse? 
Twenty-two years of city 
governance that can’t 
make a decision is not ac-
ceptable.

I wish I could vote in
Pacifica. There’s no way 
I could support the in-
cumbents. They have 
been in office too long to
have any valid reason as 
to why nothing has been 
moved forward. You’re 
elected to provide leader-
ship. So please lead.

Frank Simmons
Montara

Cat lovers
Editor:
Cat lovers of Pacifica

unite! Why? Because fellow 
humane cat lovers in our
lovely seaside town are be-
ing treated like criminals, 
particularly feral cat care-
taker Nancy Morrison who 
does an excellent job with 
the cats and tends to their 
every need including spay-
ing and neutering each fe-
line which is very important 
when dealing with ferals. 

Also, those suitable for 
adoption are and the others 
are returned to an outdoor 
environment and cared for.

How could anyone ob-
ject to such humane actions 
as Nancy has displayed? A
few mean-spirited NIM-
BYS, that’s who. Our grand 
city government bought 
into this nonsense and fi ned 
Ms. Morrison $542 for the 
bogus “crime” of littering. 

Hey, what about cigarette 
butts and plastics? That’s
the real litter crisis.

The police department 
should be focusing on auto 
break-ins, home burglar-
ies and vandalisms instead. 
Our government offi cials 
need to get their priorities 
straight and quit wasting
time and taxpayers’ money 
on pure nonsense. Enough 
already.

Quit blaming cats for ev-
erything and let Ms. Morri-
son do her humane work in 
peace. Anyone concerned 
about feral cats should con-
tact Alley Cat Allies or lo-
cally the Homeless Cat Net-
work. Homeless cats need 
our help, not prosecution. 
Let’s stop the hating and 
blaming and start showing 
love for all of God’s cre-
ations.

Love and purrs,
Bettie Montague
Linda Mar

Letters
Continued from Page 8

My Turn
Councilmember Mary Ann Nihart

Local support growing 
for Proposition 22

I hope that all my fellow 
Pacifica residents had a safe
July 4 holiday weekend.

That being said, I also 
hope that our town rethinks
its policy toward fi reworks. 
It is time for Pacifica to be a
Fireworks Free Zone.

Now,don’tget me wrong. 
I love a good fi reworks dis-
play. A professionally de-
ployed pyrotechnics show 
can be awe inspiring and a 
lot of fun.

But my issue is with
those Pacificans who use 
both the illegal and “safe
and sane” products that 
are readily available in the
days leading up to our na-
tion’s birthday. In Pacifica, 
you can’t go two blocks
the week before the fourth 
without tripping over a safe
& sane fireworks vendor.

And one doesn’t need to 
go or look too far to find the 
illegal kind — firecrackers, 
M-80s, cherry bombs, bottle
rockets and more! And let’s
not forget that the boom,
crack, sizzle and sparkly 
lights of these devices can 
be seen and heard with in-
creasing frequency in the
days and weeks leading up
to the 4th of July, and for
days after as well.

Yes, our National An-
them has those important
lines about “The rocket’s
red glare, the bombs burst-
ing in air …” But these lyr-
ics are not intended to sug-

gest that residents have the
right to cause all the fi lth 
and damage that come with
their use of fireworks!!

Who pays for the clean-
ing of the streets of all the
debris that remains the
morning after?

Who pays for the cost
of cleaning or repainting 
the cars after their fi nishes 
have been scarred from 
hot fallen airborne particu-
lates?

Who pays for the little
burn holes that mar the con-
vertibles from the hot ash 
on its way to the ground?

Who pays for tranquiliz-
ers needed by our pets and 
animals, and the people
who do not handle the sud-
den loud and echoic bursts 
of noise that continue late 
into the night?

Who protects our local 
wildlife from the onslaught
of noise, or from the par-
ticulate matter that falls 
into nests and habitats, and
contaminates their water
and food?

Who pays for the 
stepped-up police and fire
patrols that can’t be ev-
erywhere, but who are still 
trying to protect us, our
homes, our property; and 
who unfortunately can’t
catch enough violators in
the act?

I realize that the sales
stands of the “safe & sane” 
fireworks contribute to, and 
are sponsored by a wide 

variety of community orga-
nizations and non-profits.  
But the large number of 
fireworks stands cuts down 
on the overall financial im-
pact to any agencies or pro-
grams.

There has got to be a
better way for these groups 
to raise funds.

My hope is that no one in
our town experienced any 
real loss of life or property 
this year due to the ram-
pant and irresponsible use
of— legal or illegal — fi re-
works. The potential fire
danger was exceptionally
high this year due to dry, 
clear conditions combined 
with the light to moderate
winds of the day.

The danger to life and 
limb is always too high 
from the use of fireworks.

Perhaps over the course
of the coming year Paci-
fica will adopt a new policy 
towards fi reworks, com-
pletely restricting their sale
in town, and from their use 
by the public at large. But 
if the powers that control 
such issues in our fair com-
munity aren’t so wise as to 
totally restrict their sale and 
use, I can only hope they’ll 
adopt a policy of use that is 
restricted and strictly en-
forced for use only at the 
beaches and in empty park-
ing lots, where fi re danger 
is nearly eradicated, and
potential for property dam-
age dramatically reduced.

Wake up Pacifica and
smell the stench of gun-
powder and propellant in 
the air along with the stink 
of singed flesh and hair. 

The cost of cleanup and 
personal injury is way too 
high to allow our com-
munity to continue in the 
sales and use of fireworks. 
It is time to make Pacifi ca a
Fireworks Free Zone.

Safe and Sane Fireworks
in Pacifica? At what cost?

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY MARY ANN NIHART

Left to right, Pacifica Firefighter Jeff Dominici, Gil Anda, Jeff’s nephew, Bruce 
Banco, Mayor Pro-tem Mary Ann Nihart, Mayor Sue Digre, Robine Runneals, and 
Karen Dwyer-Meadows meeting to gather signatures for the ballot measure.


