
The proponents of retaining 
Sharp Park as a golf course can-
not base their case on the popu-
larity of golf, as the sport is declin-
ing rapidly across the nation. Nor 
can they tout the fi nancial ben-
efit of golf, as Sharp Park loses 
money every year. So they have 
instead turned to sophistry, claim-
ing the site should be landmarked 
because Alister MacKenzie de-
signed it.

MacKenzie helped revolution-
ize golf architecture in the last 
century by insisting that courses 
“imitate the beauty of nature,” 
rather than be in confl ict with 
it.  But MacKenzie ignored his 
own maxim when he designed 
Sharp Park. The project required 
dredging and fi lling this delicate 
coastal landscape for a stagger-
ing 14 months in order to create 
enough dry land for an 18-hole 
golf course. And in perhaps his 
greatest ecological mistake, 
MacKenzie leveled a coastal bar-
rier that provided Sharp Park 

with natural protection from the 
surging Pacifi c Ocean, replacing 
it with seven links so that golfers 
could view the sea.

The fl aws in this design be-
came evident almost immedi-
ately. Opening day of the golf 
course was delayed twice due to 
excess water on the course. Then 
in 1938, a massive coastal storm 
surge, no longer held at bay by 
the natural barrier MacKenzie 
destroyed, inundated the course 
and severely damaged all seven 
of MacKenzie’s signature beach-
side holes. The subsequent rout-
ing of Highway 1 through Sharp 
Park destroyed another MacKen-
zie link, permanently bifurcating 
MacKenzie’s original design.

San Francisco eventually de-
cided to radically alter what re-
mained of MacKenzie’s layout. 
The city constructed a levee along 
the coastal edge of Sharp Park, in 
places 30 feet high, destroying the 
ocean views that were a defi ning
element of MacKenzie’s design. 

And in 1972 Robert Muir Graves 
redesigned Sharp Park, moving 
several links into an upland can-
yon.

But rather than solving the 
flooding problem, the levee and 
redesign exacerbated it. The new 
design blocked the natural wa-
ter seeps and outfl ows through 
Sharp Park to the ocean, and 
the course now fl oods annually 
during normal winter rains: with 
freshwater.

Normal winter rains fl ood 
many areas of Sharp Park, and 
the Golf Course’s attempts to 
drain the water kills California 
red-legged frogs, the largest frog
in the West, made famous by 
Mark Twain’s Celebrated Jump-
ing Frog of Calaveras County.

Currently San Francisco at-
tempts to prevent the freshwater 
flooding of the golf course by 
pumping water through the levee, 
but this is killing the California 
red-legged frog—a threatened 
species also known as Twain’s 
Frog, because it is the central 
character in Mark Twain’s short 
story “The Celebrated Jumping 
Frog of Calaveras County. In ad-
dition, the operation of the golf
course threatens the San Fran-
cisco garter snake—an endan-
gered species considered to be the 

most beautiful serpent in North
America—as mowing operations
kill the snakes while they bask in 
the sun on the course’s fairways.
Because these two species are 
protected by the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service warned San 
Francisco in 2005 to stop harm-
ing these species or face potential
civil and criminal liabilities. The 
golf course managers responded 
by leaving standing water on the 
course for most of the year, caus-
ing further damage to the course.  

Consequently, there is simply
no MacKenzie legacy at Sharp
Park today. Joe Faulkner, a San 
Francisco golf program employee 
and author of a history on San 
Francisco golf, wrote in 1978 that 
MacKenzie’s design “would never 
be the same” after the coastal
storms decimated the course, and 
claimed the Robert Muir Graves 
redesign was like “taking a house 
with a beach view and turning it 
180 degrees to face a mountain
slope.”  Daniel Wexler, writing in 
his book “Missing Links,” noted
that MacKenzie’s Sharp Park was 
“shortly lived” and “washed into 
oblivion by a coastal storm.” He 
concluded that “no appreciable 
trace of [MacKenzie’s] strategy
remains in play” at Sharp Park 

today.
But there are cultural and his-

toric artifacts on the land that can 
and should be preserved: Sharp 
Park was the home of a temporary 
internment camp during World 
War II, and Native American arti-
facts have been found throughout 
the area. Currently these legacies 
go uninterpreted and remain in-
accessible except to individuals 
with the ability and desire to pay 
around $40 for a round of golf: all 
other users are escorted from the 
course.

Moreover, In 2004 a recre-
ational survey of San Franciscans
conducted by PROS Consulting 
found that the number one rec-
reational demand is for more hik-
ing and biking trails: golf fi nished
16th out of 19 options in the same 
survey. Yet the City is currently 
forced to cut services at recre-
ational centers and open spaces
while it subsidizes the underused 
golf course at Sharp Park, exacer-
bating the existing inequity in the 
distribution of recreational ser-
vices in the Bay Area.

This is why residents of both 
Pacifica and San Francisco, his-
torians, landscape architects,
various recreation proponents, as 
well as conservationists, environ-
mentalists, and park advocates

have come together to urge the 
restoration of Sharp Park.  Restor-
ing Sharp Park will preserve an 
important ecological landscape, 
link us to the history of the land, 
provide increased recreational 
opportunities that Bay Area resi-
dents currently demand, guard 
our coastline from fl ooding events 
exacerbated by climate change,
and help recover two endangered 
species. Nothing could be more 
prudent or cost-effective for the 
public than restoring Sharp Park 
and creating a protective habitat 
and recreational site that many 
can enjoy for generations to 
come.

Alyssa Byrd, Naturalist, 
Restore Sharp Park volunteer, 
Pacifica

Chris Carlsson, Director, 
FoundSF.org, a living archive of 
San Francisco history

Lawrence Cuevas, Land-
scape Architect

Derek Hoye, Golfer Against 
Sharp Park

Ron Maykel, Naturalist,
Pacifica

Brent Plater, Director, 
Restore Sharp Park, www.
restoresharppark.org

Isabel Wade, Board Member, 
San Francisco Neighborhood 
Parks Council

HEAL THE ECONOMY
I urge you to contact your elected
representatives in Washington 
(Barack Obama, Jackie Speier, 
Barbara Boxer, Dianne Feinstein)
and tell them we need health care 
reform for the sake of our ailing
economy. Nothing hammers a 
personal budget like health care 
expenses (insurance premiums,
medical co-pays, pharmacy drugs, 
etc.). If we can afford to wage two 
wars abroad, we should be able to 
provide universal health care for 
our own citizens. Take action now 
at Credoaction.com.

NUDE BEACH BAN
“Keep that towel handy. California 
parks officials can enforce a ban 
on nudity at any state beach, even 
in areas that have been informally
designated as ‘clothing optional,’
a state appeals court says. The 
new policy will take effect im-
mediately, although officers will 
decide whether to warn, cite or 
arrest violators, said Roy Stearns, 
spokesman for the state Parks 
and Recreation Department. ‘I’m 
pretty sure that we will try to tread
lightly to get compliance at first,’
he said [July20], three days after 
the appellate court in Santa Ana 
published its ruling as a statewide 
precedent. ‘We’re not in the busi-
ness of hassling people. ... Officer
discretion will play a role.’ Still, he 
noted, the ruling overturned a 30-
year-old policy that had allowed 
sunbathers and swimmers to bask
unclothed in isolated sections of
state beaches from San Diego to 

Eureka. Park rangers intervened 
only if someone complained, and 
then would merely tell the nudist 
to don a swimsuit or leave. The
ruling doesn’t apply to federal
parkland such as the Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area, which 
includes San Francisco’s North 
Baker Beach and several other
Bay Area sites frequented by the 
unclad, or private land such as a
portion of Muir Beach in Marin
County. The National Park Service
does not prohibit nudity on its 
land, said Chris Powell, spokes-
woman for the national recreation
area. But some popular clothing-
optional state beaches, such as 
Gray Whale Cove south of Pacifica
and Red Rock Beach in Mount 
Tamalpais State Park, will be af-
fected. Lawyers for the Naturist 
Action Committee, which sued un-
successfully to preserve a clothing-
optional zone at San Onofre State 
Beach in Orange County, said they
would appeal the ruling to the 
state Supreme Court and lobby
the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment to exercise its long-unused
authority to designate areas where 
nudism is allowed.” (Bob Egelko, 
S.F. Chronicle, July 21)

OAKLAND POT TAX WINS
“Oakland residents overwhelm-
ingly voted [July 21] to approve 
a first-of-its-kind tax on medical
marijuana sold at the city’s four 
cannabis dispensaries. Prelimi-
nary election results showed the 
measure passing with 80 percent 
of the vote, according to the Alam-

eda County Registrar of Voters. 
The dispensary tax was one of 
four measures in a vote-by-mail
special election aimed at rais-
ing money for the cash-strapped 
city. All four measures won, but
Measure F had the highest level of
support. Scheduled to take effect
on New Year’s Day, the measure 
created a special business tax rate
for the pot clubs, which now pay
the same $1.20 for every $1,000 
in gross sales applied to all retail 
businesses. The new rate will be 
$18. Oakland’s auditor estimates 
that based on annual sales of $17.5
million for the four clubs, it will 
generate an estimated $294,000 
for city coffers in its first year.

Pot club owners, who openly 
sell pot over the counter under 
the 1996 state ballot measure that 
legalized medical marijuana use 
in California, proposed Measure F 
as a way to further legitimize their
establishments. The measure had 
no formal opposition; in Novem-
ber 2004, a ballot initiative that 
required Oakland police to make
arresting adults using marijuana 
for personal use their lowest prior-
ity passed with 63 percent of the 
vote. Support for Measure F was
expected to be just as strong. As a
result and given the mail-in nature
of the election, there was little
campaign activity.

Although California’s 800 or 
so pot clubs also are expected to 
pay state sales tax, Oakland is the 
first city in the country to create 
a special tax on marijuana sales.
Advocates of legalizing pot for rec-
reational use hope to use Oak-
land’s experience with Measure
F to persuade California voters
next year to approve a measure 
that would legalize and regulate
marijuana like alcohol.” (Lisa Leff, 
Associated Press, July 22)

CELL PHONES FOR SOLDIERS
From Debbie Smyser of Pacifica
Military Moms: “We have a collec-
tion canister in the Pacifica Com-
munity Center (behind the recep-

tionist) that people can drop their
old cell phones into. I am about 
ready to mail a box of phones. We 
are listed as a drop-off point on 
cellphonesforsoldiers.com.”

SQUADRON BOTTLE UPDATE
From Kathy Hall: “As I reported
here last week, the Squadron 
Bottle has been reinstated at the
Top of the Mark bar at the Mark 
Hopkins Hotel in San Francisco. 
During World War II, service-
men would purchase a bottle of
liquor from the bartender, sign it, 
and leave it behind with instruc-
tions that a shot be served free of
charge to an active-duty member
of the armed services. Local leg-
end said that having a drink from
the Top of the Mark while gazing 
at the Golden Gate Bridge would 
bring good luck for a safe return
home to a deploying military ser-
vice member. 

To this day, service members 
still come in and ask for their 
free drink, but about 12 years 
ago, the last Squadron Bottle was
finished and not replaced. The 
tradition has been dormant ever 
since. Recently, that changed
when LT Mike Hall of Pacifica
purchased a bottle of Wild Turkey
from the manager of the Top of 
the Mark and left it, along with
a leather-bound logbook, with
the bartender. His message in 
the logbook offers good wishes 
and a free drink from ‘his’ bottle
to the next few service members 
who come into the bar looking for 
the Squadron Bottle. Anyone is
welcome to purchase a Squadron
Bottle for our heroes in uniform.
Here’s how it works. This must be
arranged through the manager of
the Top of the Mark at 415-616-
6916. He will select a new bottle 
from the bar’s reserve and quote 
you a price. You may purchase it,
sign the logbook, so a free shot
can be served to an active-duty
service member. It’s important to 
understand that this is exactly like 
buying a round of 10 to 15 drinks

for your friends at the retail serv-
ing price, with tax and tip. Figure
about $200 per bottle. Not much,
when compared to the cost of
freedom.”

LINCOLN HIGHWAY
Built in 1913 as the fastest, 
smoothest path from one coast 
of the United States to the other,
the Lincoln Highway is the star
of this Rick Sebak-hosted docu-
mentary called “A Ride Along
the Lincoln Highway.” As Sebak
travels the highway between
New York and San Francisco, he 
discovers much about America 
through conversations with histo-
rians, travelers, motel operators, 
restaurateurs, and others, includ-
ing an 85-year-old man who had
spent one whole summer as an 
Eagle Scout crossing the country
on the Lincoln Highway. In the 
film, he visits a stone marking the 
western terminus of the highway
in San Francisco’s Lincoln Park.
Highway 50 from Carson City to
Ely, Nevada (also known as “The
Loneliest Highway”) is just one 
segment of the Lincoln Highway.
This film recently aired on PBS
locally, but Netflix has it on DVD 
and instant streaming.

SWAMI SEZ
Pacifica Resource Center helps lo-
cal kids from low-income families 
get back-to-school supplies. Sixty
bucks buys a deserving kid a book 
bag and all the supplies needed 
to fill it. Mail or drop off a check
today to PRC, 1809 Palmetto, or
visit pacresourcecenter.org

SITESEER
The correct URL for coastal
weather and surf reports is 
pacificwaverider.com.

MAYBURRITOVILLE
n Google me: Pacifi ca Riptide,
Wandering and Wondering,
Pacifica Tribune, Goofbuster
n Email me: mayburrito@
goofbuster.com

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering

Community Forum & Opinions
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The case for restoring Sharp Park

becomes not just a matter of 
looking nice but a public health 
nuisance and hazard.

I don’t consider wanting your 
neighbors to keep their property 
looking neat and cared for to be 
a snobbish attitude. I think it’s 
basic human courtesy and tak-
ing at least a minimal amount of 
pride in how your home looks. I 
recall that when we fi rst looked 
for a home in Pacifi ca over 20 
years ago, we turned down one 
very nice home because the 
next-door neighbors were total 
slobs, with overgrown weeds, 
four cars in the driveway, toys 
and auto parts strewn about, 
etc. The block we live on isn’t 
fancy or elite, but everyone does 
their part to keep their houses 
tidy and shows respect for each 
other by doing so.

 Last point here. With our 
city so cash strapped, maybe 
the City Council should think 
seriously about imposing fi nes 
on those homeowners and 
landlords (including businesses 
— the weeds in front of the old 
KFC are higher than ever) who 
don’t adhere to a bare minimum 
standard of keeping their prop-
erty in good condition.  It’s a 
win-win situation.

Jayne Nicholson
Park Pacifica

Re: Manor
(Originally sent to City Man-

ager Steve Rhodes)
Editor:
“I’m not sure if you are the 

right entity to direct my con-
cerns to but I decided to start 
here. Thanks for reading...

The Shell station in Manor 
burned out well before I left 
the country on Jan. 4 and it still 
sits there as a burned-out shell 
of its former self. Considering 
the work that has been done 
to improve the look of Manor 
recently, I would like to know 
when Shell will take responsibil-
ity for fi xing this eyesore. What’s 
the latest timeline?

The access to Esplanade 
Beach has been closed at the 
northern end for 6-9 months 
now and I’m wondering when 
the city will be fi xing this access 
point to the beach. Currently 
there is a temporary access 
across from Chit Chat Cafe – but 
temporary is just that, tempo-
rary. The temporary access is 
quite steep, slippery and danger-
ous. Quite frankly, I’m shocked 
that the city of Pacifi ca would
risk such liability.

The weather window for re-
pairing the bottom of the stairs 
at the northern end of Espla-
nade Beach is closing. Is the 
city going to start and complete 
the repair to the stairs in time? 
I’d welcome feedback and an 
update at your earliest conve-
nience. If the city manager isn’t 
the person to talk to, then who 
is? Please someone let me know 
so we can get Manor back into 
shape! Thanks.

Tera Killip
Pacific Manor

Obama plan
Editor:
I taught school and lived in 

Japan. I have VCR tapes taped 
from Japanese National Tele-
vision (NHK) showing that ra-
tional medicine, similar to that 
being promoted by legislators 
in Washington, did not work.

The Japanese had a colony in 
Australia where Japanese peo-
ple (patients, patients’ families, 
doctors) went for medical prob-
lems that could get no redress 
in Japan.

It is common knowledge that 
rationed, socialized medicine 
in many countries (Canada, 
England, France, Japan, etc.) 
has failed to meet the needs 
of the people. It is no mystery
as to why a former Canadian 
Minister of Public Health and 
Welfare resigned her position 
and moved to Seattle, Wash-
ington to get medical treatm-
tent for cancer. My doctor at 
Kaiser Permanetne came from 
England because of the condi-
tions in the fi eld of medicine in 
England. During recent unrest 
on France, the mediat stated 
that medicine in France was at 
least 20 years behind the United 
States in medical procedures.

The United States has the 
best medical system in the 
world. I am not a wealthy man 
(retired school teacher) and the 
past two years I had three op-
erations: one for hernia, one for 
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm 
and one for open-hear surgyer 
(triple bypass). If I had been in 
Japan when I was diagnosed, 
I would be dead today. There 
was no money budgeted for 
such operations; and thus, there 
were no facilities to perform 
such operations.

My HMO (Kaiser Perman-
ente) doctors here in the Bay 
Area, plus Medicare, saved 
my life, did not cause fi nan-
cial chaos, and continued to 
track my recovery. Under all 
the medical programs being 
discussed and considered by 
Congress (if we judge by other
nations’ similar programs), I 

would be dead. It is obvious 
that national yearly budgets 
must contain money for “give 
away” medicine, and in coun-
tries with socialized medicine, 
there is not enough money or 
doctors to care for people with 
mildly complicated problems.
Canadians, Japanese, English, 
French, Mexican and other na-
tionals leave their countries to 
get medical services elsewhere.
Where will Amiercans go for 
medical services.

Please do not hastily approve 
the present Administration’s so-
cialized medical program.

Eugene D. Gibson
Linda Mar

Judge Not
Editor:
Are any of us qualifi ed to

judge one another? The answer 
is no! There is only One who
can judge us and He is all for-
giving. Let us refl ect on the let-
ter submitted by C. Nael on July 
15th and the follow-up submit-
ted by S. Morgan on July 22nd 
whereby each of you choose to
judge a book by its cover.

I read the letter in the July
15th issue titled “Living Among 
Pigs” whereby certain home-
owners are being judged for the 
looks of their property.  How
do you know that these homes
may not belong to someone 
who cannot (for a number of 
reasons) afford to fi x them up 
to your specifi cations or may 
not be physically capable of do-
ing it.  Do you think that these 
homeowners may already feel 
bad enough about the situation
without you passing judgment
on them as well, and broadcast-
ing it in the Pacifi ca Tribune?
The 15th of July letter stated 

that you are sick and tired of be-
ing embarrassed because you 
live among pigs; however, have 
you inquired as to whether you 
can be a good neighbor, and 
perhaps help out with the situ-
ation. My belief is that would 
be the Godly thing to do, rather 
than thinking cleanliness is 
next to Godliness; which is a 
reference to our souls not our 
homes. And as for S. Morgan of 
the July 22nd letter, there is a 
city ordinance against vehicles 
such as motor homes that are 
left in one spot on ones prop-
erty for a said period of time.

Further, I feel bad for you 
that such an article as the one
in the 15th of July issue delights 
you. Take a walk among nature 
and see how delighted this will 
make you.

G. McGee
Linda Mar

Cheap labor?
Editor:
Every Wednesday morning 

after reading John Maybury, I 
turn to the letters section to see 
if Frank Cimo has written in.  I’d 
love to see his column return. I
like Sarah Palin too. I also like 
Blondie, Betty Boop and Rose-
anne, but that doesn’t mean I 
want one of them to be in charge 
of the largest economy in the 
world, or be the commander in 
chief of the greatest military the 
world has ever known or have
their thumb on a nuclear bomb.
I think that requires someone 
who understands that Adam 
Smith wasn’t a short stop (that 
would be Ozzy) and Karl Marx
didn’t make movies with Harpo, 
Chico and Groucho, and that just 
ain’t Sarah Palin, you betcha!

As for others that are clue-

less, perhaps Governor Schwart-
zenegger should consider mov-
ing back to Austria where the 
oppression of working people,
poor people and minorities is 
part of the national identity. In 
America “We the People” doesn’t 
mean “Wie Da Rich People.”

It should be transparent 
enough now that the Endgame
of Reaganomics has always 
been to devalue the U. S. dollar, 
recreate America as a cheap la-
bor market and drive us so deep 
into recession that the governors
billionaire developer buddies 
from Southern California can 
come here and buy landmarks
like Alcatraz and the Cow Pal-
ace for pennies on the dollar. 
Former Governor Pete Wilson’s 
plan to cut the debt by tempo-
rarily raising car registration 
fees would have averted much
of these problems.  It was a good 
idea; a solution that goes away 
with the problem. While candi-
date Schwartzenegger chose to 
exploit people’s fear, another 
popular conservative tactic, 
Governor Davis had the guts 
to implement it and it cost him 
dearly. We could use someone 
with that kind of courage now. 
We can only hope.

Any fi rst year economics
student will tell you that work-
ers who lose a job or have their 
wages and hours cut, make less 
money so they pay less income 
tax and as a result of having less 
money they spend less locally,
causing another loss in sales tax.
Businesses that lose that rev-
enue end up laying people off or 
cutting their hours or wages and 
the cycle starts again. It’s an ex-
tremely short sighted policy and 
will only make matters worse.

Michael Foley
Linda Mar
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