
CHOPPER RESCUE
A Lifeflight helicopter crew landed 
on Terra Nova High School
football field last Friday afternoon 
(see photo) and airlifted a stricken 
40-year-old adult male to Stanford 
Hospital. At press time, we could
not get information on the man’s
identity or condition.

TRANSLOVE AIRLINES
“Delta’s Web site lists specific
planes that have Wi-Fi installed,
including all MD88s, MD90s and 
some other ex-Delta models.
Power connections for 110 volts 
are available on all business- and
first-class seats on domestic 737,
767-300 and transcendental 757s,”
wrote Ed Perkins in the August 9
San Francisco Chronicle travel sec-
tion. “I wanna be on one of THOSE
flights,” says highflyer Peter Loeb,
who lives (appropriately) in the 
Rockaway district of Pacifica.

CIRCUS TRAIN
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bai-
ley Circus is coming to HP Pavilion 
August 19-23, and Caltrain is the
way to the “Big Top.” With San

Jose Diridon station just across 
the street from the circus, Caltrain
makes getting there hassle-free,
without the cost of driving and 
parking. Ringling Bros. (ringling
.com) has been known as “The
Greatest Show on Earth” for more
than 135 years, and Caltrain has
been moving customers along the
Peninsula for more than 145 years.
The circus features performances 
by exotic animals, clowns, jugglers, 
acrobats, tumblers, and the Urias 
Family, who ride motorcycles
inside a 16-foot steel globe. Bring
your Caltrain ticket (same-day, day 
pass, or monthly pass) to the box
office the day of the show to save
$5 on circus tickets. Offer excludes 
front row and VIP seats. No double
discounts. Caltrain is a proof-of-
purchase system and requires pas-
sengers to purchase tickets before 
boarding. Tickets are not sold on-
board trains but can be purchased 
at station vending machines. Buy a
day pass (round trip) to save time 
after the event. For more informa-
tion on Caltrain schedules and
fares, call 1.800.660.4287 (TTY
650.508.6448) or visit caltrain.com.

GO GRANUCCI’S!
Okay, I got over my little editorial 
snit about the misspelled “petrole 
sole” and went into Granucci’s
recently for brunch. The place 
knocks me out, with its light and 
airy feel, tile floors, and fabulous
food. I highly recommend the 
chilaquiles, a longtime break-
fast favorite of mine, made with 
tortillas, eggs, beans, and cheese. 
You can adjust the heat on it with
salsa. Had a friendly chat with 
the always-affable Joe Murillo,
who opened Granucci’s next door 
to his Green Enchilada taqueria 
and Pacifica Farmers Market. His 
kitchen crew was busy cranking 
up for a big wedding party and
catering for Kahuna Kupuna surf
contest last weekend. Joe says he 
runs around like crazy keeping
all three businesses going. I wish 
him well and hope to try Granuc-
ci’s again soon. It’s in Manor 
shopping center and serves
brunch and dinner, plus takeout 
and free delivery service.
 
INQUIRING MIND
Fellow proofreader Jean Headley 
Darmody has an inquiring mind,
as all good proofreaders do. She 
writes, “Regarding the work
Caltrans is doing on Highway 1
(the new concrete center divider),
with all the budget woes we’re 
hearing from Sacramento, what 
genius thought it was necessary
to tear down the beautiful trees 
in the center of Highway 1 and 
replace them with a concrete 
barrier? Unless this is a precursor 
to a future widening of Highway
1, this seems like a huge waste of
money and resources. It seems 
there are so many potholes on
Highway 1 and around town 
that the money could be put to
much better use. Regarding the
new Walgreens at Manor, do we
have a projected opening date? 
I know there have been a lot of 
comments about the much-antici-
pated potential traffic nightmare
once Walgreens opens, but are 
there any plans to repair the nu-
merous, terrible potholes on the 
Manor overpass? Some of them 
are so bad you can even see the 
rebar underneath! And finally,
regarding the Pacifica Tribune’s
column “California Festival and 
Show Calendar, why oh WHY
isn’t the FOG FEST listed??? 
Hello!!!”

CREATIVE FREELANCERS
Second Annual Creative Free-
lancer Conference, August
26-28 in San Diego. Early-bird 
discount extended. Join HOW
Magazine and Marketing Mentor
for a three-day business confer-
ence geared specifically toward 
creative solo entrepreneurs. A
team of creative business experts 
will share best practices to help 
you move your business forward.
Take advantage of the Freelanc-
ers Union member discount and 
save $75 off your full-confer-
ence registration. Use coupon 
code FRUN9 when registering.
If you bring a friend, the second
registration is half price. Visit 
freelancersunion.org and cre-
ativefreelancerconference.com
for information and registration.

CASH FOR CLUNKERS
“With the huge success of the
‘cash for clunkers’ program,
the NHTSA has a total of over
150,000 dealer transactions re-
ported so far. As expected, small
and midsized sedans are the
most popular cars that are being
purchased under the program. 
Here is the list of the top 10
‘cash for clunkers’ purchases so
far: Ford Focus, Toyota Corolla,
Honda Civic, Toyota Prius, 
Toyota Camry, Ford Escape 
FWD, Hyundai Elantra, Dodge
Caliber, Honda Fit, Chevrolet
Cobalt. If you don’t have a trade-
in that qualifies for the ‘cash for
clunkers’ program, your best bet 
may be to hold off buying one of 
these popular models until after
the program has ended. Demand 
for these vehicles has shot up and 
dealers are in no mood to negoti-
ate when there are tons of buyers
clamoring for the same thing. 
Remember, supply and demand 
is one of the most important fac-
tors when it comes to the price of 
the car. After the program ends, 
demand for these vehicles will go
back down and dealers will once
again be willing to make some 
great deals. Yes, you have to wait 
a couple of months, but the sav-
ings will probably be worth it. It 
doesn’t make sense to compete 
with buyers coming into the
showroom with a $4,500 voucher
from the government. It’s not 
the same playing fi eld, so don’t 
shortchange yourself.” 
(realcartips.com)

JAZZMASTER WORKOUT
Just a quick update on Jazzmas-
ter Workout classes and Jim 
Grantham’s gigs. For prospective 
students, note that the format and
cost of the classes have changed. 
 • Jazzmaster Workout Workshop 
I (Modality and Tonality)
- Beginner/Intermediate level class 
begins Wednesday, 7:30-10 p.m., 
September 14, 10 weeks
 • Jazzmaster Workout Workshop 
II (Mainstream Harmony)
- Intermediate level class begins 
Wednesday, 7:30-10 p.m., Septem-
ber 16, 10 weeks
 • Jazzmaster Workout Workshop 
III (Advanced Harmony)
- Intermediate/Advanced level 
class begins Thursday, 7:30-10 
p.m., September 17, 10 weeks
• FREE Orientation, Wednesday,
7:30 p.m., September 9. Please call 
if you are coming.
• Join us at the Coffee Mill every
Sunday, 3-6 p.m., 3363 Grand 
Avenue, Oakland. Jim Grantham 
Jazz Quartet, straight-ahead, no-
holds-barred jazz gig! 
 • Check out the Jazzmaster Work-
out improv method, the Great Gig 
book, and The Bay Area Jamlist. 
For info, see jazzmasterworkout.
com. or call 510-271-7904.

HEALTH CARE REFORM
PacificaRiptide.com posted a story
this weekend with several links 
and accessible articles on what is 
going on in health care reform. 
Please visit Riptide online and read
about this critical national issue, 
especially as it affects us here at 
home.

MULTITASKING MOMMA
I was duly impressed by the
young mother I saw recently
headed south on Peralta Street in
Linda Mar, leading a horse while 
walking several dogs on leashes 
and carrying a baby on her back. 
Dagnabbit, most of us can barely 
walk and chew gum at the same 
time!

SWAMI SEZ
“As every cat owner knows, 
nobody owns a cat.”
(Ellen Perry Berkeley)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Contact: mayburrito@
goofbuster.com
•Search: Pacifica Tribune, Pacifica
Riptide, Wandering and Wondering

John Maybury
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into a hiking-only area will 
ensure that it loses money.

Opponents say “operat-
ing the course threatens the 
Red-legged frog and the San 
Francisco garter snake.” The 
course has successfully done 
much to ensure the health of 
these creatures. There is also 
a species called “homo sapi-
ens” whose health is some-
what on the decline of late, 
and closing a course where 
many folks get a signifi cant
walk while playing 18 holes of 
golf would certainly not help 
that species.

Let’s keep Sharp Park 
what it is; it’s not a slick, man-
icured, two hundred dollar 
a day exclusive country club 
recently constructed;  it is a 
landmark beautiful, natural, 
peoples’ golf course. Let’s 
maintain diversity in outdoor 
recreation in Pacifi ca by con-
tinuing trail development at 
places such as Mori Point 
and by keeping Sharp Park 
a golf course for all the kids, 
seniors, and adults who regu-
larly enjoy it.

Richard Shafer
Park Pacifica

Boot filled
Editor:
On Friday, Aug. 7, the 

Pacifica fi refi ghters, friends 
and staff from the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Association 
(MDA) spent some time on 
Linda Mar Boulevard collect-
ing money to help children 
affected with Muscular Dys-
trophy. The money we raise 
goes directly to the children 
to help with anything from 
wheelchairs to sending them 
to their camp.  Our Firefi ght-
er’s Local 2400 not only helps 
raise money for the kids but 
has the privilege of volunteer-
ing our time at their camp so 
they can learn, enjoy the out-
doors, play games, multiple 
activities and just all around 
fun and smiles. With the gen-
erosity and patience of our 
community that day, we were 
able to raise more than $3,600. 
We want to thank you all for 
your donations and showing 
that our community cares. 
We also want to thank the 
volunteers that helped their 
firefighters that day — Alicia 
Sloane, Elpida Stavrakaras, 
Jimmie Stavrakaras, Melissa 

Shores and Bedie Shores.
Pacifica firefighters

Thank You
Editor:
We would like to thank 

all of the people that donated 
school supplies to us so we 
can bring them down to the 
children in the Pescadero 
area. Nothing is better then 
starting your new school year 
with confi dence knowing that 
you’ll have the supplies you 
need to do a good job. We 
want to thank Family Martial 
Arts and Uppper Crust Deli in 
Park Mall, Generations in Pa-
cific Manor, Curves in Eureka 
Square,  you ladies are great, 
and Dr. Stephen Prevost DDS 
in Rockaway, St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church on Terra 
Nova and Adventure Camp on 
Oddstad Blvd. for being our 
collection sites. We really got 
a lot of much-needed school 
supplies. A very special thank 
you to Erin Tormey and Col-
leen at the Farmers Market 
in Rockaway Beach for pro-
viding us with a booth at the 
market, so we could talk to 
people about the children and 
for being so very helpful and 
supportive. Again, we thank 
you for helping to contribute 
to these wonderful children.

Courtney and Laura Cun-
neen, both 13

Linda Mar

Pitch in
Editor:
That guy Michael Turning. 

I’m with you. Thank good-
ness for us few that love and 
cherish this coastal commu-
nity because while we may be 
few in number, we do exceed 
those mentioned in your arti-
cle that (for whatever reason) 
may not be as conscientious. 
I did submit a letter on July 
22 in response to the “Living 
Among Pigs” letter submit-
ted in the July 15 issue as well 
as a letter also submitted in 
the July 29 issue whereby I 
stated that I think none of us 
are qualifi ed to judge one an-
other and call names to those 
amongst us whom we do not 
believe live up to the stan-
dards of some people. Let me 
reiterate, if I may, and refl ect 
on the letter submitted by T.
Tomkins in the Aug. 5 issue 
of the Tribune:  It is judg-
mental when we single out 
someone and call them pigs 
because their home is not as 
picture perfect as you or oth-
ers may want it to be. As I 

mentioned in an earlier letter, 
if it so upsets you, knock on 
their door and see if you can 
be of some help, rather than 
labeling them without even 
knowing the circumstances. 
Tompkins, you stated in your 
letter that you do not believe 
that the properties in question 
are owned by poor old people 
who cannot perform the tasks 
you wish done; how do you 
know this if you have not in-
quired.

If you think your commu-
nity is being brought down 
by unkept properties, then 
follow the lead of Michael
Turning and “pitch in.” And, 
thank you, C. Sotelo, for your 
supportive statements in you 
Aug. 5 letter.

Again, I am saying we 
need not to be judgmental of 
our fellow man; but instead, 
look for another avenue to
travel on that will give all sat-
isfaction. “Be kinder than nec-
essary because everyone you 
meet is fi ghting some kind of 
battle!”

G. McGee
Linda Mar

Political ploy?
Editor:
John Curtis has the audac-

ity to charge the city with the 
same tactics he’s been em-
ploying for over 25 years to 
successfully handcuff any de-
velopment in this city. I hold 
Curtis personally responsible
for a large part of the fi scal
morass Pacifi ca is currently
suffering. The Curtis Ca-
bal has far too long spouted 
propaganda intended to ac-
complish NOTHING! Yep, 
his goal has been to prevent 
any development in Paci-
fica. Why? Only Curtis can 
answer that. Curtis says “the 
city of Pacifi ca is attempting
to sandbag San Francisco. It’s 
a political ploy, not a planning
decision.” A political ploy? If it 
is, it’s been pulled right out of 
your bag of political shenani-
gans. Sharp Park Golf Course
is a cultural icon in Pacifi ca. 
A center piece for this town. 
An actual destination for visi-
tors. Curtis and his minions 
are attempting to facilitate a 
massive land grab by, now 
get this one: “Out of Town 
Eco Warriors.” Stop for a sec-
ond, John, and ask yourself if 
this is a good thing for ALL of
Pacifica. What more do you 
want to take from us?

Jim Wagner
Linda Mar

We need
revenue

Editor:
The City of Pacifi ca has

listened to the same people 
and followed the same eco-
nomic policy for the last 30 
years. Ask for grant funding, 
something breaks we can ask 
FEMA for emergency money. 
The grants are gone, the fed-
eral and state governments
don’t have the money.

The city has not had a Gen-
eral Plan update for 25 years.
Palmetto Avenue, the crown 
jewel downtown area, is a 
zoning nightmare. Why? That 
is the way Friends of Pacifi ca, 
Save The Hills, and the same
people who have been guid-
ing City Council want it.

One single person has
blocked and stopped revenue-
producing project after proj-
ect, costing the city millions
and millions of dollars in legal 
fees and lost revenue. The
same person writes a letter to 
the editor last week complain-
ing, It’s just crazy. He is wor-
ried about the legal fees with 
the City of Pacifi ca and San 
Francisco getting into a legal 
battle. The Fish and Bowl law-
suits cost the city millions of 
dollars in a judgment and le-
gal fees. Of course the city ran 
to ABAG to bail them out.

I would love to hear a plan 
from City Council to bring
in a couple revenue-produc-
ing projects. Yes, the trails 
are nice, but they bring in no 
revenue. Yes, the Linda Mar 
Beach parking area is nice,
but the taxpayers pay to clean 
it up and dump the garbage.
Every other beach city makes 
money of the visitors: Half 
Moon Bay, Santa Cruz, Hun-
tington Beach, etc.

City Hall has two choices:
either continue doing the 
same thing, driving the city 
into insolvency or try to fi gure
out way to bring in a couple of 
revenue-producing projects.

James Alex
Park Pacifica

Cycle of idiocy
Editor:
Much of the “open space” 

in Pacifi ca (no longer our 
city land) is unproductive, 
and includes no farming, no 
ranching, no business parks; 
whereas, Sharp Park golf 
course owned by San Fran-
cisco does represent produc-
tive use of land for recreation. 
Sharp Park Golf Course is a

land improvement, not only
because of its unique historic 
and scenic nature, but also 
because the berm engineer-
ing holds back the ocean 
from potentially destroying 
city land including houses, 
eventually the freeway. San
Francisco’s annual budget 
is $6.6 billion dollars, Sharp 
Park golf course is commonly 
understood to break even. 
$40,000 income lost last year 
may be due to improvements,
spreadsheet management, 
other factors, hardly signifi-
cant.

Changing an ecosystem in 
a land area has consequences. 
Example, the artifi cial insect/
frog/snake-breeding habitat 
at GGNRA Mori Point has 
increase pesticide spraying 
at Sharp Park to once ev-
ery three weeks (that’s a lot, 
considering there’s no visible 
overhead spraying in other 
areas of the city). Insects and 
bugs may increase frog popu-
lation to feed snakes, but also 
promotes a human/pet health 
hazard. Pesticide spraying 
is expensive to the county, 
probably not that good for hu-
mans, pets or property, and 
defeats the insect/frog/snake
population growth—a true 
cycle of idiocy.

Replacing a manicuredgolf
course with a saltwater marsh 
will also have consequences.
The ecosystem at West Sharp 
Park will change: more crit-
ters, more health hazards, 
more spraying; remove the 
berm, goodbye frogs/snakes,
hello ocean, marsh, good-
bye land; damage to human 
habitat, personal destruction, 
losses and big lawsuits.

Mayor Lancelle is the vis-
ible city council member sup-
porting the 77-year-old Sharp 
Park Golf Course, which pro-
vides traditional recreation 
and a positive face for this city. 
Where are other city council 
members on this issue?

Kathy Meeh
Sun Valley

Golf course
future?

Editor:
I have just one simple 

question for each of our coun-
cil persons: Are you in favor 
of keeping  Sharp Park open 
as an 18-hole golf course or 
are you in favor of shutting
it down and turning it into a 
habitat?

Mike Bell
Sharp Park

Ban poly
Editor:
Please consider the ban on

polystyrene. This man-made 
material does not degrade into 
the soil or dissolve. There are 
alternateive materials. Harm-
ful chemicals in polystyrene 
leach into certain beverages.
Help clean up Pacifi ca and
help our environment — ban 
poly now.

Susan Gillis
Fairmont

Hypocrisy
Editor:
After reading letters by 

those determined to shut down 
the Sharp Park Golf Course in 
last week’s Tribune, the term 
“Special Hypocrisy Edition” 
sprang to mind. Appeals to 
personal property rights and 
avoiding lawsuits are absurd 
when written by the same no-
growthers who have wrecked
Pacifi ca’s economy, and who 
routinely threaten and use
legal action to block local 
property owners from using 
their land or expanding their
homes. They’ve just come off 
acampaign to block Jama and 
Monica Houman from devel-
oping their property on Pal-
metto. I guess it’s an example 
of the old adage that “those 
quickest to accuse are those 
most guilty themselves.”

This whole ruckus about 
the golf course wouldn’t even 
have come up if not for the 
Arizona-based Center for 
Biological Diversity’s threats
to sue to force Sharp Park to 
shut down. You can bet that 
the aforementioned frog-Qa-
eda members who were ad-
vising us to avoid lawsuits are 
fully supportive of the Center 
for Biological Diversity’s legal 
threats.

Advocates for shutting 
down the golf course can pro-
duce no evidence of snakes 
and frogs on the land before 
the course was built — prob-
ably because there wasn’t 
much land there in the fi rst 
place. Before the course 
was built, much of the area 
was covered by a brackish
lagoon that frog eggs and 
tadpoles couldn’t have sur-
vived in. Even a spokesman 
for the Sierra Club, Michael 
Ferreira, said that if the land 
was restored to its pre-golf 
course condition, it probably 
wouldn’t result in more frogs 
and snakes.
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