
DOG DAYS OF AUGUST
August 2010 has five Sundays,
Mondays, and Tuesdays, all
in one month. This happens,
on average, every seven years.
But who’s counting. Just enjoy
the dog days of summer. Soon
enough we enter the months
that end with “ber” and that
can mean only one thing:
BAH HUMBUG!

MOUNTAIN DEFENDERS
“I am visiting one of the
hidden treasures on San
Bruno Mountain, a small shell
mound, evidence of the Ohlone
civilization that lived in the
Bay Area for more than 5,000

years — a very stable, largely
peaceful human presence. It
is humbling to think about
the Ohlone, and to be here,
listening to the birds in the
canyon, seeing the oyster
shells on the mound and the
surrounding buckeye trees.
It’s a good place to think.
Across the way, I see the
northeast ridge, with two
housing developments on
either end of it, connected
by a road —Mission Blue
Way — with bad erosion
problems above it. Both
developments, and the road,
have had issues due to poor
construction, in less than 20

years. Now 71 more houses 
have been approved by all the 
government entities involved
— city, county, and federal.
With their combined “wisdom”
and the developer’s money,
they decided that 71 more 
large houses on this hillside 
would bring no more long-
term harm to the endangered 
species. In fact, building will 
be a good thing, they say, by
providing more money for 
habitat repairs. No matter 
that the habitat repairs are 
necessary because of modern 
overdevelopment in the first
place: fragmentation of natural 
ecosystems; massive infusions 
of invasive non-native plants;
and air, water, and ground 
pollution. A week ago, I
received news that the judge 
ruled against us in our lawsuit 
aimed at lessening the impact 
of the new development. I went 
up to the site of the future 
housing project yesterday for 
the first time since the ruling,
and visualized 71 more three-
car-garage homes at the site.

It was depressing. We will 
decide soon whether to appeal
this decision, or what other 
legal action, if any, would have
a good chance of bringing 
some relief to what is left of the 
northeast ridge. Please know,
though, that we feel even more 
urgency as a result of the ruling 
to preserve what will be left of
San Bruno Mountain. It may be
hard to imagine our civilization 
stabilizing and lasting for
5,000 years, as the Ohlone did. 
But we can certainly imagine 
preserving this mountain and
its native species as a portal
into the natural world for
many generations to come.
That is our firm intention. 
Thanks for your support.
Please join us in our work
to save our wild mountain.”                              
(Ken McIntire, Executive 
Director, San Bruno Mountain
Watch, mountainwatch.org)

GARBAGE INTO GOLD
While acknowledging 
Tribune letter writers’ trash
can complaints, overall I

am pleased with Recology
of the Coast, particularly
its expanded recycling and 
composting service, which
reduces my trash can size
and rate significantly, and
makes me feel warm and fuzzy
about being able to divert all 
those chicken bones, coffee 
grounds, and milk cartons
away from landfill. Recology
turns garbage into gold: All 
that yucky stuff breaks down
and ends up in farmers’ fields
growing new crops. The food
chain is complete.

SWAMI SEZ
“Working for the earth is not a
way to get rich; it is a way to be
rich.” (Paul Hawken)
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to show them that a homosexual 
should be treated no differently 
from a heterosexual. But in order 
to achieve this, homosexuals need 
to be treated equally under the
law and be given the same rights
as a heterosexual. The fi rst step 
was taken this past month, when
proposition 8 was declared uncon-
stitutional.

Prop 8 was a ballot proposition 
and constitutional amendment pro-
posed to write into the California 
constitution that no gays should 
have the right to marry. An elec-
tion in November 2008 passed prop
8, further indicating to the masses 
that despite what the constitu-
tion says, not everyone is created
equal. However, on Aug. 4, 2010, a 
San Francisco judge declared prop 
8 unconstitutional. As of Aug. 18, 
2010, same-sex marriages will be 
allowed in California.

While I am glad that prop 8 is
unconstitutional in California, 
I hope that soon the rest of the 
country will follow suit and give 
equality to all its citizens. This na-
tion was founded on the shoulders 
of courageous men who wanted
nothing more than freedom. If we 
are to say that we are still a country 
that believes in freedom we have 
yet to prove it. Freedom is a right
that should be guaranteed to ev-
eryone. But here we are today, de-
nying basic rights to a certain peo-
ple simply because some people
believe it goes against the sanctity 
of marriage. But with one in every 
two marriages ending in divorce, I 
believe that it is not a certain type 
of people ruining the sanctity of 
marriage, but just people in gen-
eral. Therefore, since it is the gov-
ernment’s job to protect and serve, 
it should take more measures than 
it is currently to deflate the amount 
of hate targeted towards the LG-
BTQ community. The first of these 
measures is to grant the gay com-
munity one of the most basic of 
rights: the right to marry.

This will be an uphill battle, but
one that will eventually be won. 
Religious beliefs can sway the in-
dividual voter in their opinions but 
superior court, which is not to be 
controlled by a religious body, has 
the power to do the right thing. 
They can be the ones to stand up 
for those too frightened to speak 
for themselves. They can be the 
ones to give those the rights they 
deserve. They can be the ones to 
change the views of the American 
people from one of hate to one of
acceptance. It is with them we can 
truly say we are one nation, under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.

Almost 60 years ago, an upris-
ing was started. People came to-
gether and fought for their rights. 
And while it took some time, they 
won. Now in 2010, another move-
ment is being set in motion. And 
hopefully, with time and patience,
this will be the last movement that 
is made to fight for the equality ev-
eryone deserves.

Molly Hicks
Linda Mar

Kahuna
Kupuna

Editor:
Regarding Kahuna Kupuna

Classic, a big thank you goes out 
to the following businesses, indi-
viduals and organizations for their 
support: Pedro Point Surf Club, 
Pearson Arrow Surfboards, L&L 
Hawaiian Barbeque, Wise Surf-
boards, Sonlight Surfshop, The 
Log Shop, Proof Lab Surf Shop,
NorCal Surfshop, Degree33 Surf-
boards, MavSurfer.com, Trees-
cape.net, The Green Sawmill, John
the Sign Guy, Rick Loeper Graphic
Arts, John McManus & Karina Rill, 
St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church, 

Ocean Yoga, Singer/Songwriter 
Kate Gaffney, Dave and Lou’s 
Gas Station, Peggy Jansson Pho-
tography, David L. Brown Video 
Productions, Pedro Point Commu-
nity Association, Starbuck’s Cof-
fee, Pacifica Beach Resort Hotel,
Don Montgomery Photography, 
Nona’s Kitchen, La Playa Restau-
rant, Trader Joe’s of Daly City, an 
abundant universe, King Neptune 
and Gaia.

Last but not least, many, many
thanks to the volunteers who 
helped make this contest pos-
sible. A special thank you goes 
out to Myles Kleinfeld who lined 
up all the judges, Izzy Szczepan-
iak and his lovely daughter Alana 
who helped keep the contest run-
ning like clockwork throughout 
the day, Susan Ober and her hus-
band Andrew who helped with 
the raffle and all kinds of other 
aspects of the event, Tim Cissna 
who set up the sound and gave me 
sage advice, Candace McDonald 
who helped design the beautiful 
driftwood trophies that winners 
received, PEF Board Member Marj 
Davis who assisted with lining up
coffee through Starbucks for the
contestants and setting up the Fire
House in the afternoon, Amber 
and Luong – the AmeriCorps vol-
unteers who were there from start 
to finish and Steve Teich who lined 
up some very talented (but initially 
skeptical) classical musicians to 
play at the fi rehouse after the con-
test who were blown away by the
warm reception they received from 
the Kahuna Kupunas and their 
friends in attendance. I also want
to extend a special thanks to my 
wife Nancy who worked behind the 
scenes to help keep everything else 
together. Many others went over 
and beyond the call of duty but if 
I started naming more people, I’d 
inevitably leave someone out. Suf-
fice to say, I couldn’t have done it 
without all the volunteers as well 
as the contestants who donated
their hard earned dollars to partici-
pate. Everyone involved in running 
the contest also donated their time 
in support of the Pacifica’s Envi-
ronmental Family and as a way to 
honor the most experienced surf-
ers in our community. As the Beach 
Boys song says, we’ll “do it again”
next summer. For more informa-
tion about next year’s contest (or 
this year’s), contact Roy Earnest at
650-438-6378 or via email at age-
waver@earthlink.net. Stay stoked.

Roy Earnest
Pacifica

Thanks from
the Libraries

Editor:
We would like to thank the fol-

lowing businesses for supporting 
our Adult Summer Reading pro-
gram at the Pacifi ca Libraries. Your 
generosity was very much appreci-
ated by our weekly winners. Nick’s 
Seashore Restaurant, Mazzetti’s 
Bakery, Pacifi ca Athletic Center, 
Spindrift Players, Bay Coffee, L&L 
Hawaiian Barbecue.

We would also like to thank our 
Friends of the Library for the won-
derful End of Adult Summer read-
ing party. The Friends provided
the refreshments and a live jazz 
trio with Jim Nichols, Vince Latean 
and John Watala. Thanks also to 
the Pacifica Tribune for publishing 
our weekly column.

Thom Ball and Paula Teixeira
Pacifica Libraries

Support
Mavericks

Editor:
I have written my letter in sup-

port of the group of big-wave surf-
er’s efforts to obtain the permit for
the annual Mavericks Surf Con-
test and create the “Jay Moriarity 
Mavericks Invitational.” It was
disheartening to read of Jim Beam 
shots and hawked telephone com-
pany wares to thousands of attend-
ees near the sensitive Pillar Point 

Bluff habitat. How refreshing it 
would be to have contest revenues 
benefit local non-profit groups and 
move away from the commercial-
ism promoted by the current per-
mit holders. If you would like to 
voice your opinion (before the Sep-
tember meeting), the San Mateo 
County Harbor District’s address 
is 400 Oyster Point Boulevard
Suite 300 South San Francisco, CA 
94080.

Susan Rattenbury
Pacifica

P-Town
Classic

Editor:
On behalf of the Pacifi ca Mav-

ericks (Cooperstown ‘11 Tour-
nament Team) we would like to
thank PNLL and the community 
for their help and cooperation in 
making our recent P-Town Clas-
sic baseball tournament a success.
Special thanks to Rich Notmeyer 
for his assistance in maintaining 
the bathrooms and providing ac-
cess when needed; to Bill Hooper 
for his overall support, letting us 
borrow his cheese machine, help 
during the tournament and for 
umpiring; to Kevin Gomes for liv-
ing up to his statement “this is for 
the kids” by providing support for 
our tournament and umpiring; to 
Paul Lavorini for being the link 
with Parks and Recs; to Omar 
Saleh for his support and to Josh 
McDonald for helping coach a 
team that represented the PNLL 
in our tournament.

Our group put their heart and 
soul to make this tournament hap-
pen, we paid attention to every 
detail and tried our best to make
it a good experience for the visit-
ing teams, for our sponsors and
for everyone involved. We not only 
had support from the PNLL, but 
PALL, Coastside Sports, Nick’s 
Restaurant, Best Western Light 
House, Don Tomas Coffee and 
Ken Lee from Save More Meats for 
the emergency use of his freezer.
We also had help from many other
members of our community includ-
ing youth umpires, Joe Sherry, Isa-
iah Tiran, Curtis Kasperson, Bobby 
Seghal, Logan Pardini, Julius Raval 
and volunteer umpires Carlos Bet-
tencourt and Vic Gallant.

We are planning many more
fundraisers over the coming 
months including a men’s softball 
tournament in September and Hal-
loween dinner dance and auction 
on Oct. 29, so we want to thank 
everyone in advance for their sup-
port of our team on their journey to 
Cooperstown.

Kristin Mauer
Pacifica Mavericks Secretary

Explain taxes
Editor:
I cannot support any new taxes 

from this Pacifi ca City Council 
until they are crystal clear on the 
details and management of the re-
quired taxes.

At this Saturday’s Pacifica
Democrat Club meeting, Mayor 
Digre was all over the map. Mayor 
Digre dodged debating the tax 
Council put on the November bal-
lot. She was vague about the City’s 
economic development plan which 
does not have a time deadline or 
due dates to gauge progress and 
was unable to tell us how much 
revenue would be generated, if 
any. Seems totally open ended. 
If the Mayor and Council will not
take the time to clearly define what
is going on with their tax requests, 
I have to vote NO.

David Ahlquist
Pacifica

Recology of
the Coast

Editor:
Change is always a bitter pill 

to swallow but we are all in the 
same situation. My neighbors and 
I have adopted a positive attitude,
embrace the changes and work 

together toward the goal of zero 
waste. Yes we miss our seniors
discount, but since we recycle 
most everything now, we opted for 
the smaller less expensive 20 gal-
lon can — which is less expensive
then the two cans we used to put 
out each week at the senior dis-
count rate. We clipped back some 
hedges and made room between 
our houses for all the cans and will 
erect a blind of some sort to hide 
the unsightly collection. Yes, we 
all have to do more sorting in the 
house, and be more diligent about 
what goes where. We take more 
frequent trips outside to dispose 
of it all, but we can use the exer-
cise. Our raccoons have not been 
too bothersome yet, but I’m sure 
someone will  invent some kind of
latch soon, until then a bungee cord
works. If the cans are too heavy to 
roll out to the curb the night before
garbage day, my neighbor can al-
ways ask for our help and in re-
turn she rolls back the empty cans 
into my driveway in the morning.
If my cans are too full  one week,
my neighbor offers space in hers 
and vice versa.   Reach out to your 
neighbors and friends, we are all 
in the same boat... if we all work 
together we can  reach our zero 
waste goals.  The website is a great
source of information...http://www.
recologyofthecoast.com/.

L. Hughes
Linda Mar

Nick’s story
Editor:
Thanks to Ian Butler for his 

funny and sensitive observations
about the Daly City cleanup effort 
conducted recently at Thornton 
Beach. It is true that this district 
has very steep, unfriendly access 
to their beaches unless hikers
use the horse trail behind Palo 
Mar Stables. Fort Funston, a San 
Francisco access area offers the 
challenging sand ladder trail, for 
those who like hills. I’ve  hiked 
regularly with my dogs for over 20 
years in the areas between Muscle
Rock and Fort Funston because
the area is rugged and less trav-
eled than ours. The lair of plastic
bags, tarps and debris belong to 
someone I care about and who I’ve 
assisted for many years. He has a 
name: Nick. At least that is what he
tells us, among other things which 
seem more imaginative responses 
than truth. Nick has been living
out beneath the big cypress trees,
in a shallow, wind-protected val-
ley between Thornton Beach and 
the bluffs for over 15 years. The 
bags you removed were his “air” 
mattress so-to-speak, all bundled 
up beneath a tarp for shelter. I’ve 
never witnessed Nick damage 
plants or animals in the years he 
has thrived there. He is tidy, cleans 
up plastic bottles and always col-
lects bags to satisfy a strange fetish 
we’ve yet to understand. Nick will 
politely accept food from friends
up at Fort Funston. Despite our 
gifts, he will visit every garbage
can to fi nd additional nutrition. Our 
only gripe about his habits is that
he removes plastic bags from our 
doggie defecation stands for his 
own purposes. He does not litter, 
but collects bags, carries them, as 
prize possessions all the way down
Sloat Boulevard to some unknown 
destination, every day. He will visit
Tully’s Coffee Shop area to search 
the local refuse cans along his way. 
He has been spotted in the Castro 
and other city areas mid-day. Daily, 
Nick maintains a constant, deter-
mined pace along familiar routes, 
never asking for help or food. This 
perpetual motion may alleviate the 
distress from mental demons, who 
he often talks loudly with.

Nick could be suffering from 
various conditions requiring medi-
cal help however, I don’t think he 
would easily leave his outdoor life-
style after all these years. His eye-
sight is poor; a result of decades 
of ultraviolet light exposure. His 
skin is fi lthy, weathered and he 
is thin, but otherwise very strong

and healthy. A person could eas-
ily fi nd him most mornings at the 
top of Fort Funston sand ladder
trail around 8:30 a.m. after his big 
climb up from the beach. He ap-
pears every day, every month, ev-
ery season, without fail. He is often
hungry and appreciates any food 
offered. Coffee with cream and
sugar, is “…food for the Gods…”
according to Nick. 

I hope the city of Daly City does 
not further destroy his habitat with-
out at least approaching him to help 
cope with the outcome. His plastic
bag mattress probably provides
the amount of warmth and comfort
required for someone living out in 
the cold, damp conditions of our 
coast. Nick is a peaceful man with 
a mental disorder (hence, his en-
gagement in personal, outrageous
“air” conversations) who will need 
a serious, professional outreach to 
change his pattern of living. Please 
don’t make his life any harder by 
removing the only shelter he has 
after his long journeys.

Leah Conroy
Pacific Manor

Clarification
Editor:
My thanks to Mr. Burks. I al-

ways appreciate being referred to 
as “super.” However, I have not 
been an incumbent since the last 
election therefore I am not respon-
sible the filing time extension.

I can hardly be identified with
the remaining incumbents who 
opposed or voted against every op-
portunity to create economic via-
bility for Pacifi ca. One, in my opin-
ion, keeps running to contribute
his council salary to his retirement
fund, not to serve the interest of Pa-
cifica, the times he is able to attend 
the council meetings. Another is
unwilling to take a position publicly
on issues for fear of losing votes, or 
develops a malady of some sort at 
council meeting time when contro-
versial matters are on the agenda. 
A council member should serve the 
public interest not maneuver solely 
for reelection. I, too, shall shed no 
tear over the replacement of the 
remaining incumbents. I thank the 
many friends who have told me 
they wished I was running.

Cal Hinton
Pacifica

Tea Party
Patriots

Editor:
The time has come!
On Saturday, Aug. 28, between 

the hours of 3 and 6 p.m. we are 
gathering at 31st & El Camino Real
(parking lot of TGIF) across from 
the Hillsdale Shopping Center in 
San Mateo.

If you believe we have an admin-
istration that has run amuck and is 
fiscally irresponsible, then please 
join us for a peaceful  protest (re-
gardless what others may have you 
believe) to stand against a growing,
intrusive government and political 
self-interest. The date also refl ects
and coincides with the Washing-
ton, D.C. “Restoring Honor” Rally,
which is being held at the steps of 
the Lincoln Memorial on the an-
niversary of Martin Luther King’s 
1963 “I Have A Dream Speech.”
We will have guest speakers with
poignant messages, a popular DJ 
from the Pennisula who will be 
spinning Country & Western favor-
ites along with rock sounds as well 
as raffles and concession stands 
to purchase shirts and other items 
of interest. This is a kid-friendly
event that covers the entire politi-
cal spectrum of disgruntled Ameri-
can voters who want their voices
to be heard. The Tea Party has 
been organized by several Pacifi ca 
residents, myself included, at the 
direction of MyLibertySanMateo.
com. If you live in San Mateo, this 
is YOUR local Tea Party and 9.12 
Group. Please join us and embrace 
the camaraderie.

Frank Cimo
Park Pacifica
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