
RECYCLISTS
As the legislature enters the 
final weeks of the legislative 
session, Californians Against
Waste (cawrecycles.org) is 
actively engaged in strengthen-
ing California’s waste reduc-
tions policies amid a climate of
cuts. In these final weeks, the 
legislature has the opportunity
to strengthen the Bottle Bill,
divert additional materials from 
landfills, and reduce hazardous 
waste. Here are the details on
these initiatives.
n Bottle Bill Fix: The Depart-
ment of Conservation was 
forced to address the imbalance 
in the Beverage Container Re-
cycling Fund by proportionally 
reducing most Bottle Bill ex-
penditures, including handling 
fees to recyclers and payments 
to cities and counties. Instead,
Californians Against Waste has 
been working on a package of
solutions that would balance
the fund while strengthening 
recycling by expending unen-
cumbered funds, accelerating
CRV payments, prioritizing
non-core recycling funding,
and expanding the scope 
and CRV amount of covered 
containers. Tell the legislature 
to support the environmental,
local government and recycler 
coalition solution that would
prioritize Bottle Bill funding.
n Landfill Diversion: Many
readily recyclable materials
continue to be disposed of by
California businesses. Large 
office buildings, for instance, 
divert only 7 prcent of their 
waste, compared with a state-
wide average of 58 percent
diversion. AB 479 (Chesbro)
would require the state to adopt 
programs to increase statewide 

diversion to 75 percent by 2020 
and addresses recycling in the 
largely underserved commer-
cial and multifamily sectors.
n Multifamily Recycling:
While nearly 70 percent of Cali-
fornians living in single-family
homes have access to curbside 
recycling, no more than 40
percent of those living in multi-
family dwellings have access to
a residential recycling oppor-
tunity, and many of those are 
unaware of it. AB 473 (Blumen-
field) would provide residential 
recycling for more than 7.1
million Californians residing in 
more than 2.4 million multifam-
ily dwelling units.
n Paint: Postconsumer paint 
is the single largest source of
Household Hazardous Wastes 
(HHW) generated in this state,
costing more than $16 million 
total to local programs annu-
ally. AB 1343 (Huffman) will 
reduce the financial burden on 

local governments and protect 
the environment by requiring
manufacturers to take respon-
sibility for establishing and 
financing a safe and reliable 
system for the recovery and
proper management of residen-
tial postconsumer paint.
n Waste Board Dissolved: 
The California Integrated
Waste Management Board was 
dissolved as part of the bud-
get deal and its functions are
being moved to the Natural 
Resources Agency effective 
January 1, 2010.
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George Mauro got this little
birdy from a friend who created 
it on her keyboard with a few 
clever keystrokes.
 
RIPTIDE PARTNERS UP
PacificaRiptide.com goes with 
the flow, now sharing its lo-
cal coastside news on the S.F. 
Chronicle’s Peninsula Coastside
blog at sfgate.com. Riptide looks
forward to this new partnership 
as it continues to “Cover the 
Waterfront.”

OLIVE OILED
The California Department of 
Fish and Game (DFG) seeks in-
formation on the theft of a radio
signal receiver unit near Santa 
Cruz last week. The receiver, 
worth approximately $7,000 and
about the size of a lunchbox, was 
stolen from a hill above Sunset 
State Beach. It was being used
to track the location and health 
of Olive, a rehabilitated sea otter
who had been treated for injuries
received from a natural oil seep 
in the ocean. Anyone with infor-
mation on the theft or where-
abouts of the radio receiver is 
asked to call 1-888-334-2258.
Callers can remain anonymous. 
The receiver looks like a small 
silver metal box with dials and
gauges, and was in a brown case 
when it was taken. It weighs
about four pounds. Because of
its specific nature, it cannot be
used for commercial or private 
purposes. For more information 
about Olive the sea otter, please 
visit her Facebook page, “Olive
the Oiled Otter.” Subscribe to 
DFG’s News by email or RSS 
feed at dfg.ca.gov/news. The 
southern sea otter is a protected 
species under both state and fed-
eral endangered-species laws. Its 
population has been declining, 
and only about 2,800 remain off 
the coast of California. Informa-
tion collected by radio signal 
receivers is used by researchers
to better understand the health 
threats that affect sea otters and 
to help restore their numbers.

CONNEMARA KUMBAYA
After months of languishing in 
real estate limbo, with the same 
headline in the S.F. Chronicle 
declaring week after week 
“Only a few homes homes left at 
Connemara,” the mini-develop-
ment on Lower Milagra Ridge at
last has only one home left for 
sale—at a whopping $1,475,000, 
according to the Chronicle story.
C’mon, folks, what a bargain!
Snap that baby up and put these
folks out of their misery. Is this
some kind of sign? Does this 
mean the economic recovery has 
begun? Get up there and vote
with your wallet. Buy this house 
or else.

SAFE AT SAFEWAY
Ever since Tribune Editor 
Emeritus Bill Drake caught 
me coming out of Safeway 
one day and good-naturedly
gave me a hard time about 
it (even though I told him I
was only banking at the Wells
Fargo ATM inside the store),
I have to sort of mentally
look over my shoulder when-
ever I go into Safeway now 
(again, mainly to bank, though
I confess to an occasional
emergency purchase). This 
all stems from an item I wrote 
long ago in my Tribune column 
about preferring to shop at 
locally owned groceries rather
than big corporate Safeway. 
But this ignores the people
question: the good local folks 
who work at Safeway, whom I 
have a newfound appreciation 
for after two of them recently
helped me find my lost wallet.
As I was driving home from 
the store, I discovered that my 
wallet was missing. I drove
back to Safeway in a panic. 
The checker calmly opened 
up the office and played back
the security tape, ascertaining 
that I had indeed put my wal-
let away in my jacket pocket. 
Then the bagger walked
outside with me and helped 
me retrace all my steps to my
car. Voila! I found my missing
wallet down on the floor next 
to the driver’s seat, where it
had fallen out of my pocket,
unnoticed in the dark. High 
five to Safeway!

WELCOME HOME
Pacifica police, fi refighters, 
military families, and friends 
welcomed home Navy seaman
Matthew Carey last Saturday. 
Carey had just returned from
deployment.

SWAMI SEZ
“In a cat’s eye, all things be-
long to cats.” (English proverb)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
n Contact: mayburrito@
goofbuster.com
n Search: Pacifica Tribune, 
Pacifica Riptide, Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury
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So what do we do? There 
are some good ideas out there 
right now and folks have a lot 
of different opinions. There’s 
also a lot of BS, scare tactic, 
propaganda out there fed to 
us by the industry and their 
high-paid mouthpieces in the 
media. Everyone needs to 
study the issues and make up 
their own minds but I would 
submit that small scale, in-
cremental tweaks will not 
do. This Country needs bold, 
large scale reforms in this out 
of control industry if we are to 
have meaningful, sustainable 
benefits for our citizens in the 
future and the time to act is 
now.

Bill Feyling
Linda Mar

A quarter of a 
mile

Editor:
Yes, a quarter of a mile to 

have lots of fun. There is fi sh-
ing for mackerel, striper bass, 
sardines and perch. Ask any 
fisherman to show you his 
catch of the day. They will be 
happy to show you. We’ve 
got it all on the Pacifi ca Pier.
There is lots of fun even if you 
just take a walk and watch the 
birds and the whales passing 
by. There is the smell of bar-
becued chicken, ribs and hot 
dogs too. So, come to the Pier 
and enjoy a day of sun. Bring 
a friend and make your visit 
twice as fun.

See you on the Pier.
Andy Pappas, the crab

king
Edgemar

Historical
perspective
Editor:
It is great that a group of 

citizens desire to make Sharp 
Park Golf Course an histori-
cal landmark. I would like to 
know where these concerned 
citizens were when the his-
toric clubhouse was modifi ed 
for a restaurant and banquet 
facility? The architect, Angus 
McSweeney, was an associate 
of the famous Willis Polk fi rm 
who designed numerous his-
torical and public buildings.

When I caddied at the 
course in the late 1950s, there 
was no restaurant, just a long 
bar on the cast wall adjacent 

to the fi replace where the 
main dining room is currently 
located. There was an open 
veranda where tables are now 
with a view of the course and 
the Pacifi c Ocean. French 
doors opened from the bar 
to the veranda. There was no 
banquet room.

The person who converted 
the now restaurant area oper-
ated a similar restaurant and 
bar concession at the Lake 
Merced Boat House, also a 
Park and Recreation prop-
erty of San Francisco. She 
was granted the concession 
at Sharp Park when the Boat 
House was to be closed for 
renovation in the early 1980s.

Where were the golf course 
historicans and the City of Pa-
cifica when the concessionaire 
was able to bypass historical 
scrutiny on the modifi cations
of closing up the veranda, re-
moval of the bar and adding 
of a banquet room for the sole 
purpose of increased revenue 
for the concessionaire?

It is not uncommon to re-
store historical structures and 
sites to their original form. 
Most recent was the removal 
of the circa 1939 Works Prog-
ress Administration building 
in front of the Old Courthouse 
in Redwood City (now the San 
Mateo County Museum) when 
that structure was designated 
an historic landmark.

We should be careful what 
we wish for. Our family would 
be dismayed to lose our favor-
ite restaurant.

John F. Palmer Jr. (for-
mer chairperson, San Mateo 
County Historic Resources 
Advisory Board

Vallemar

Alive and
grateful

Editor:
I wish to thank paramedics 

John Amador and Jeff Domi-
nici and Captain Andy Sloane 
(Station 71 “B” Shift) for their 
quick response in saving my 
life on Aug. 7 when my heart 
stopped at Mazzetti’s Bakery. 
No words can express how 
grateful I am. God bless all of 
you. Thanks a million.

Ed Jacob
Pacific Manor

Help homeless 
students

Editor:
This year, 135 Jefferson 

Union High School District 
kids are going back to school 

without a mailing address. 
They are homeless. These 
kids need help with all of the 
basics:

Backpacks
Binders
Paper
Pencils/Pens
Calculators
If you want to help, you 

can drop-off a teenage — ap-
propriate backpack, or other 
supplies at the home of Jeanne 
Matysiak, 768 Serena Drive, 
Pacifica. If you don’t have time 
to shop, a check in any amount
made out to Mizpah Fellow-
ship and mailed to the same 
address would be greatly ap-
preciated.

Working together, we can 
lighten the load for some kids 
in our community.

Cathy Sweetman
Mizpah Fellowship

American
Legion Day

Editor:
Did you know that the pres-

ent American Legion Post 238 
was the result of the merger in 
1962 when two earlier posts — 
Coastside Post 571, chartered 
in 1952 and Linda Mar Post 
615, chartered in 1956 which 
predate the establishment of 
the City of Pacifica?

Coinciding with celebra-
tion of over 50 years of service 
to our Pacifi ca community the 
members of Post 238 ask the 
Pacifica City Council to ac-
knowledge the national obser-
vance of National American 
Legion Day on Sept. 16, 2009.

The date commemorates
the anniversary of the organi-
zation’s congressional char-
ter. American Legion Day, a 
national day of observance of
The American Legion’s goals 
and ideals in which the coun-
try may celebrate recognizes 
the long history of The Ameri-
can Legion and its steadfast 
and patriotic service to the 
community, state and nation.

Since their Congressional 
charter on Sept. 16, 1919, The 
American Legion has worked 
tirelessly to serve American 
veterans and communities 
across the nation.

Every year members of The 
American Legion donate thou-
sands of hours of community 
service in veterans’ medical 
facilities and homes to care for 
our nation’s heroes. They sup-
port active service members’ 
families, support struggling 
service families fi nancially,
and try to improve the overall 
quality of life to our nation’s 

service men and women. Ad-
ditionally, they sponsor many 
youth organizations, donate 
millions of dollars in college 
scholarships and provide a 
high level of service to our 
nation’s youth.

The members of our Post
and Auxiliary are heavily in-
volved with local community
activities ranging from hospi-
tal services at the VA Palo Alto 
Polytrauma Center to blood 
drives to youth programs such 
as Boy Scouts, American Le-
gion Baseball, scholarships 
and the annual American Le-
gion Boys State/Boys Nation 
program.

We also actively support 
our deployed service men and 
women through the Pacifi ca 
Military Moms who provide
much welcomed support 
packages. As more veterans 
return home from the War 
on Terror, some will need our 
immediate help while others 
will need help down the road. 
Membership in the Legion 
helps strengthen our fi ght 
for better active duty pay, im-
proved housing for active duty 
families, and help ensure that 
the VA’s medical system can 
properly care for the sick and 
wounded returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

“American Legion Day” 
would help recognize this 
extraordinary organization, 
whose members not only 
fought to protect our country, 
but continue to serve it long 
after their military service has 
ended.

Our Post Commander,
Dennis Burke, 359-6096 and I 
appreciate your help toward is-
suing a proclamation. We also 
hope to publicize this event in 
the Pacifi ca Tribune

Tom Sullivan, First Vice
Commander

American Legion Post 
238, Pacifica

Leave it a golf
course

Editor:
Seems everyone as too 

say something about the golf 
course so here’s by pennies 
worth. I have only been play-
ing golf since my retirement, 
12 year ago. I have played at 
a number of courses. Sharp 
Park is one of my favorites. I 
have not seen a snake or frog, 
I have  been in the rough many 
times looking for my ball.

I have seen squirrels and 
the red fox and birds. I don’t
care who built the course, its 
a beautiful course even with 

its faults. It should remain a 
golf course. San Francisco has 
been slowly making improve-
ments. Pacifi ca has enough 
problems, we don’t need more. 
If the snakes and frogs are sur-
viving as is, why bother them 
now. There is some interest in 
a driving range, the ideal spot 
would be the old rifl e range,
lead and all. All that’s needed 
is some clean fi ll to cover the 
old soil, install artifi cial turf, 
like at Hillside and San Bruno 
driving ranges.  Oops, no more 
pennies.

James Murphy
Vallemar

Save bus line
Editor:
I would like the commu-

nity to be aware of SamTrans
proposal to cut the 14 bus line 
that services Terra Nova HS 
and the “back of the valley.”
It is true that the 14 line trans-
ports a small amount of pas-
sengers on the weekends and 
evenings mostly teenagers 
living in the back of the valley 
and the elderly that live in the 
townhouses along Terra Nova 
Boulevard. To cut those times 
would be unfortunate but un-
derstandable considering the 
economic situation. The situ-
ation however, changes in the 
mornings and afternoons on 
the weekdays during school 
hours, as hundreds of students 
depend on the 14 in order to 
take them to and from school. 
In fact the 14 is only one of 3 
lines (the other two being the 
16 and 140 whose lines are both 
limited) that will carry passen-
gers to the back of the valley 
where our school is located. 
The 14 is also the only bus 
that travels at multiple times 
throughout the day, as the 16 
and 140 lines are a limited ser-
vice that only pass through Pa-
cifica twice in the morning and 
twice after school. This would 
mean that if the 14 were to be 
cut, there would be only four
physical buses (physical as in 
not bus lines but actual buses, 
two of them being 140 and 
two being 16) that would take 
students to school and from
school.  Neither of these lines 
drive in the direction of Linda 
Mar, which currently carry 
students to their houses along 
Linda Mar Blvd/Crespi, or to 
Linda Mar Park and Ride to 
connect with the 110 for Daly 
City, 112 for Colma, and the 
294 for those who live south 
of Pacifi ca. With over 2,500 
students, (hundreds of them
being students who are ineligi-
ble to drive) and have parents 

that are unable to drive them 
themselves, this is not an op-
tion. Many students will not 
be able to travel due to the fact 
that many do not live in the ar-
eas that the limited buses stop. 
The passenger seating space 
is also an issue that will have
no solution for the few buses 
available to carry the hun-
dreds in need of a ride. That 
is why we are asking if the 14 
may become a limited service 
bus line whose main function 
would be to carry students to 
and from school, if the 14 can-
not sustain its current sched-
ule. According to  Kristine
Dunn (SamTrans) “First of all 
when we make proposals we 
are required to tell the public 
everything we may consider. 
Just because it’s on the list 
doesn’t mean it’s going to hap-
pen. In order to deal with the 
economic problem we have 
created three possible sce-
narios: one would be a seven
and a half percent line cut, the 
other a 15 percent cut and a 
ten percent cut. We presented 
3 scenarios to our community 
meetings, and many people 
are negative to our possible 
changes. Now that we are 
hearing what the public says, 
we will take those concerns 
to the board.” “In addition to 
the need to make all proposals 
public, we must also adhere 
to Title 6: federal law requires 
institutions such as Samtrans
to take people’s opinions on 
matters such as cutting certain 
lines; there must be an initia-
tive that is both balanced and 
fair. We have to look at the eco-
nomics of certain areas, such 
as weighing the possibility of 
cutting a line in an area where 
there are people categorized
as transit dependant: people 
who are dependent on public 
transport for various reasons, 
whether it be elderly, disability, 
youth, lack of income, etc…” 
Service reductions are to be 
enacted December 2009. This 
is in the middle of our school 
year;  Samtrans does not have 
any alternative routes that will 
replace the 14.  The students at 
Terra Nova are very concerned 
about the possible cutting of 
the line 14, and are drawing 
up a petition for those to sign 
who are against the removal of 
this line. “The deadline is Sep-
tember 2nd for all comments
to SanTrans…Please let your 
support for the 14 be known!! 
Send it to:  District Secretary 
Samtrans. P.O. Box 3006, San 
Carlos CA 94070.

Craig Hudson
Senior, Terra Nova High

School
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