
KILLERS TARGET
TREES & BEES
I was sickened to read in the San 
Francisco Chronicle (July 23)
about someone killing 44 trees 
in Golden Gate Park, and (pre-
sumably) someone else killing
100,000 honeybees in their hives 
at Hayes Valley Park. It is a sad
day in the nature-loving Bay 
Area when hateful people walk
among us. All I can hope for is
that these individuals are caught
and punished appropriately. I
oppose capital punishment on
principle, so when I read about
these senseless crimes against
nature, I can only wish the
wrongdoers a life sentence of
guilty conscience—and hun-
dreds of hours of community
service. A $2,000 reward has
been posted for information
leading to the arrest of the tree
killer. Call Elton Pon at 415-831-
2782.

NIHART: 5-YEAR PLAN
Pacifica City Council member
Mary Ann Nihart posted on
Pacifica Riptide: “Traditionally,

August has been held as vaca-
tion month for staff members as
well as City Council. But council
meetings are not the only meet-
ings attended. This week alone
I have four scheduled meetings
as well as other tasks related to
council work. The meetings are
only a very small part. In addi-
tion, largely due to our financial
situation and the necessary
negotiations with employees, in
January I took a voluntary one-
year 20 percent cut in that pay.
Some others have taken cuts,
too, so I would double-check the
previously quoted per-month
salary. As a council, we need 
to continue to set the tone and
leadership to walk ourselves out
of our current financial straits.
City Manager Steve Rhodes and
I are willing to meet with any
group of citizens to answer ques-
tions and discuss our five-year
financial plan. Please feel free to
contact me at 650-359-7624 or
Mr. Rhodes at City Hall and we
will be happy to schedule a time
to talk and answer questions. I
remain hopeful for our future if

we work together. I encourage 
everyone to get involved, get in-
formed, ask questions, and dis-
cuss solutions. “Together we can 
thrive!” is NOT just a campaign
slogan. It is my earnest belief.”

GAZA HELP
University student Ahmed Al-
Khatib, a Palestinian in political 
asylum from Gaza, has lived in
Pacifica since 2005. He learned
that his younger sister, a den-
tistry student in Gaza, needs 
financial assistance to transfer to 
Gaza’s Al Azhar University. The 
university she had been attend-
ing was shut down abruptly due
to political unrest and instabil-
ity. If you are willing to join 
Ahmed in a fundraising effort
to help his sister, please contact 
Delia McGrath at 650-359-0339 
or email her at deliaforpeace@
yahoo.com. 

DUKE OF HURL
I ran into one of hurling’s su-
perstars in Linda Mar last week
as he whacked a hard little ball 
around our parking lot with a 
long wooden bat like a hockey
stick on steroids. He said that he 
and his countrymen were here in 
town for the hurling games out 
on Treasure Island. Todd Bray
informs me that these blokes 
are Ireland’s national champion 
hurlers.
 
IPOOD VS. IPOD
The iPood is a small spade used 
by Australian campers to bury 
their waste in the woods. But 
iPood now has a new name after

Apple Inc. lawyers protested
to iPood maker Sea to Sum-
mit: “iPood is clearly similar
to Apple’s iPod, there being
merely a single letter difference.
For obvious reasons, Apple’s 
reputation for clean design and 
high-tech electronics will suffer
should it be associated with 
latrines and the like through Sea
to Summit’s use of iPood.” Sea
to Summit caved and renamed it 
Pocket Trowel. The Perth-based
outdoor/adventure outfitter had
registered iPood as a trademark
in Australia in 2006, after “iden-
tifying a hole in the market.”
(July 22: reghardware.com,
seatosummit.com)
 
LIGHTS ON—ANYONE HOME?
Lionel Emde posted on Paci-
fica Riptide: “Here’s a story
for Pacifica voters to consider 
(July 28, almanacnews.com). A
minority on the Menlo Park City 
Council actually listened to what 
local hoteliers said about how
bad business is, and stopped 
a measure identical to the one 
Pacifica has put on the Novem-
ber ballot to raise our hotel tax 
(TOT). How well are Pacifica’s
six hotels doing in comparison? 

WATERCOLORS:
OPEN SPACES
Trevlyn Williams’ new wa-
tercolor work entitled Open 
Spaces features paintings of the
coast and Peninsula: favorite
old places such as Edgewood 
Natural Preserve and new loca-
tions such as coastal state parks 
Ano Nuevo and Moss Landing.

Williams donates 10 percent of
sales proceeds to either Friends 
of Edgewood or a fund support-
ing open spaces featured in the 
paintings. Show continues until 
August 21 at Gallery House, 320 
California Avenue, Palo Alto.
(trevlynwilliams.com)        

NO UGLY HORSES
In the town of Wilbur, Wash-
ington it is illegal to own an 
ugly horse, according to the 
“Says You” quiz show on
National Public Radio (NPR).
Incidentally, Jake Sigg reports
that “Says You” comes to San
Francisco live next April, and
you can order tickets online at
saysyou.net.
 
SWAMI SEZ
“In this world of sin and sorrow,
there is always something to be 
thankful for. As for me, I rejoice 
that I am not a Republican.”
(H.L. Mencken)
 
SITESEER
Listen online to new radio sta-
tion down the coast in Pes-
cadero: kpdo.org
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line via the city’s website. Lastly, the PPD 
has an ongoing long-term vehicle replace-
ment program and has determined that it is
more cost-effective to replace aging patrol 
vehicles once the major warranty has ex-
pired given the number of miles the cars are
driven throughout the life of the vehicle.

Lock your doors
Editor:
It seems that every time you look at the 

police news in the Tribune, it is full of break-
ins and theft from cars and homes with the 
doors left unlocked. And the reaction I hear 
from may folks is something like “That’s
such a shame. Things here just aren’t like 
they used to be.”

Well, the times they are changing. We
are in a long and deep recession, people 
are actually starving on the street and if we 
leave our doors open, of course, they might 
come in and take what they need in these
difficult times. This is not to justify them but
just to put the problem in focus. Yes, they
have a moral imperative not to steal but to 
find their way to the Resource Center.

But we have a moral obligation, also, to 
take responsibility for keeping our things 
safe by not displaying valuables to public 
view and, for heaven’s sake, lock our doors.
For every thief that steals, there are more 
who must pass by our open doors and valu-
ables tempting them in full view, struggle 
with their consciences and pass by without 
taking what is so openly tempting to them.  
We do have an obligation not to cause the
poor and homeless on our streets this temp-
tation. I remember a section from Heming-
way’s “Old Man and the Sea” (which won 
him the Nobel Peace Prize) in which the old 
man, exhausted from his long struggle with 
the fish, paused to carry his heavy mast to 
his hut before taking the steep path to the 
bed he so wanted — just so he would not 
tempt his fellow fishermen to take it. He 
knew they would not but he also knew sev-
eral would struggle with the temptation to 
take a mast for their own boats.

So let’s be considerate of those who pass
by our cars and homes and lock our doors.

Anna Boothe
Park Pacifica

For the birds
Editor:
Having served on the subcommittee set 

up by Mayor Julie Lancelle last summer to 
recommend measures to protect the snowy
plover at Pacifica State Beach, I though I 
might comment on the issue.  Last week’s 
article in the Pacifica Tribune, For the Birds 
more or less outlined the basic disagree-
ments that emerged from the protracted 
discussions engaged in by that subcommit-
tee.

As the Trib article stated the Open Space 
Committee (OSC) representatives argued 
for more robust protection for the snowy 
plovers, while the Parks, Beaches & Recre-
ation Commission (PB&R) representatives 
while accepting the concept of protection
wanted to retain essential elements of the 
status quo. The basis of the discussion was 
23 recommendations offered to the city by 
the staff at Point Reyes Bird Observatory.
As reported in the Trib most of the recom-
mendations were accepted. However, one 
key recommendation, the prohibition of 
dogs on the beach, was the source of solid 
disagreement.

In a way it is a misfortune for both the 
snowy plovers and Pacifica’s dogs (and 
their owners) that Pacifica State Beach,
especially the north end, provides a viable 
habitat for this dwindling species of shore-
bird. To make matters worse it is the most 
popular beach in Pacifi ca, located within 
walking distance of several large neighbor-
hoods and a popular surfing spot. So the ar-

gument that Pacifi ca State Beach is an im-
portant recreational resource and should be 
shared is a valid one.  However, it is unde-
niable that dogs (even on leash) represent
a predator to snowy plovers and thus is a 
stress factor interfering with their livelihood 
and therefore their very existence. That is 
why Title 14, Section 4312 of the California 
Code or Regulations prohibits dogs on the 
State Beaches of California. However, Pa-
cifica manages to dodge this rule since the 
city has a special operating agreement to 
manage this particular State Beach.  Virtu-
ally any wildlife biologist or ornithologist if 
consulted would urge removal of dogs from 
the beach to foster protection for the endan-
gered snowy plovers (as well as a myriad 
of other shorebirds that visit.) Furthermore, 
it is diffi cult to understand why U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife has taken such a hands-off ap-
proach.

However that said, throughout the dis-
cussion my sympathies often fell with the 
pro-dog faction. Having spent many years 
on beaches I know how much dogs enjoy 
going to the beach. And people love their 
dogs and want them to be happy. I also rec-
ognize that walking dogs on that particular
beach is almost a community institution. 
That was why even though best practices 
prescribe removal of the dogs from the en-
tire beach, the OSC reps offered a compro-
mise – keeping dogs off only the north end,
north of Crespi Drive since most snowy 
plover sightings are in that limited zone. 
The other unresolved issues - kites, events 
on the beach and cordoning off from foot 
traffic the actual roosting area of the birds 
I believe can be worked out through pub-
lic education and cooperation without ar-
bitrary prohibitions. These activities occur 
only now and then but dogs are out there 
every single day.

However the PB&R side held fast and re-
fused to bend on even a limited restriction 
on dogs, which in my opinion is a reason-
able accommodation to both the commu-
nity of dog owners and to an endangered 
species.

Victor Carmichael
Pacific Manor

Do I stay or go?
Editor:
That is the question the three incum-

bents need to be asking themselves. Coun-
cilmembers Digre, Lancelle, and Vreeland 
have all pulled papers to run in the Novem-
ber election. Who will actually turn them in 
before the deadline is unknown at this mo-
ment. I have a simple question for each of 
them: “What makes you feel like you have 
anything to offer this community? How can 
you possibly think you can run on ‘your 
record?’ Most importantly, name one eco-
nomically viable initiate you have brought 
to this town. ONE!

These questions will be asked, of that I
guarantee you. You incumbents have run 
this town like a personal hobby. You think 
the way to create a sustainable economy is 
to tax the heck out of us. You have guided 
this town to the precipice of bankruptcy all 
the while playing favorites with your “cho-
sen ones.” In my opinion our leadership 
skills are non-existent.

Some may feel that I’m being overly 
harsh. Wake up! There’s a reason why we 
have tax measures on the November ballot, 
on the June ballot next year, and again on 
the November ballot in 2011. We’re prom-
ised that things will be different, that we’ll 
encourage economic growth. Where have 
we heard that before? I’ll tell you, during
the run-up to the Fire Assessment Tax. 
They deceived us. Remember that? Immedi-
ately afterwards we lost control of our Fire 
Department to Daly City.

If there exists anyone that can remember 
any brilliant economic plan presented dur-
ing that five years they were taxing us I’d 
like to hear it. I remember the awe-inspir-
ing phrase “Our Ecology is Our Economy”. 
How’d that work out?

You three incumbents need to look 

within. Ask yourself, truthfully, “have I re-
ally done a good job and can I defend my 
record?” Be ready to defend yourself. Don’t
tell me it’s the economy. Don’t dare to. The 
economic stagnation of this town happened 
on your watch. Think hard about submit-
ting your papers. It’s going to be a tough 
campaign.

Jim Wagner
Linda Mar

Moore not running
Editor:
I was considering running in the Novem-

ber 2010 Election for Pacifi ca City Council.
On Wednesday, July 28, it was written in 
the Pacifica Tribune that I, and others, had 
pulled papers. Since that article came out I 
have been offered help in the campaign as 
well as money and encouragement, however
due to personal issues I will not be able to 
run in this election. Running for offi ce takes
a tremendous commitment in time not just 
for me but for my family and friends. I now 
realize I cannot currently make that com-
mitment.

There are some very good non-incum-
bents that have pulled papers to run for 
Council and Pacifi ca deserves better results 
than it is currently receiving. In my opinion 
this City is no longer a viable, thriving, mu-
nicipality. Businesses are fi nding it almost 
impossible to survive. Just look at the empty 
Shell Station as you drive into town and the 
empty lumber yard and restaurants as you 
drive through.

The vacancy rate is also up in our shop-
ping centers. Extremely good people had 
to close businesses, which means a loss of 
jobs. I believe the results show Council has 
done nothing in the multi years they have 
been in office to turn this situation around 
or help bring new businesses into our town. 
They have wasted hundreds of thousands of 
our dollars on non-productive ventures and
have lowered our reserve funds to a mini-
mal. Even construction that has been ap-
proved has been hindered.

I believe Pacifica can be the jewel of the 
peninsula. I intend to be very involved in
helping the people get elected that in my 
opinion will do the best for our city. Please 
do the same.

To all the offers of help and support, 
thank you!

Bill Moore
Pacifica

Golfer responds
Editor
My letter is in response to Jewel Snav-

ley’s assertions that Sharp Park golfers do 
not care about the Red-legged frog and SF 
Garter snakes’ habitats. She characterizes
Sharp Park golfers as selfi sh and uncaring.
The truth is that we as a club have been pro-
tecting these habitats for quite some time. 
We have several now mow areas around 
Laguna Salada and signs are posted deem-
ing these areas as off limits to golfers and 
people.

I also would say that, her words, “It is 
extremely selfi sh to choose to keep a golf 
course for the benefi t of a few” is not en-
tirely correct. Sharp Park averages in up-
wards of 50,000 rounds annually. That is a 
lot of people coming to Pacifica to golf and 
spend money. I don’t feel that this would be 
the case if the course was to be shut down 
and replaced by a frog and snake preserve.

Lastly, I was a bit surprised by her jabs at 
golfers donating time to help and improve 
our course on a monthly basis. I would
never think to say this of those who have
worked to help clean up Linda Mar beach, 
Mori Point or Sweeney Ridge. She claims 
that our good deeds are counteracted by 
selfish deeds. Which selfi sh deeds would 
those be Ms. Snavley?

Golfers and the frog and snakes can and 
have coexisted at Sharp Park for 80 years 
and can continue to do so for another 80 
years.

Butch Larroche
Pacific Manor

Scoop the poop
Editor:
I am a local resident who walks along 

the promenade on Beach Blvd. on a reg-
ular basis. In the last several months, I 
have noticed a defi nite increase in dog 
poop left on the walkway by the dog 
walkers who don’t clean up after their 
animals. This makes walking in such a 
beautiful area not such a pleasant event.

Dog walkers — please pick up the
poop.

Donna Rogers
Sharp Park

An issue of morality
Editor:
In response to Mike Gaynes “Religious

beliefs” (July 28), Mr. Gaynes states that 
he is “both amazed and amused” by the 
arrogance of people who insist that their 
religious and political beliefs must have 
been shared by historical fi gures. He then 
goes on his political attack toward my 
July 21 (“Responses to letters”), takes it 
completely out of context, then, inserting 
his own political views on King David, 
the Bible, abortion, and, even comparing
King David to “any Fortune 500 CEO.”

First things fi rst, Mr. Gaynes, my origi-
nal point was to Deedee Hess-Mejia’s let-
ter “Tea Party” (July 7) in which she (not 
I) wanted to hold up President Obama as 
the only “David” liberals have, fi ghting
the “Goliath” of corporate greed.

My response was that President 
Obama was anything but “David” fi ght-
ing the “Goliath” of corporate greed.
In other words, Obama is nothing but 
the extension of the powerful, political 
money interests — including greedy cor-
porate CEOs — that put him in power.

One of the main political power, money 
interests is the abortion industry, which 
forcefully fl eeces the American taxpayer, 
takes in billions for the slaughtering of in-
nocent babies, that your so-called “objec-
tive newspaper” — the New York Times 
— refuses to report on. Obama would 
never have won the Democratic primary 
against Hillary Clinton if he wasn’t fully 
backed, politically and fi nancially, by the
abortion industry. To sum up, Obama 
had to sell out babies in order to become
President of the United States.

Now, the reason this issue has me 
very angry (and the number one reason I 
made a moral decision to leave the Dem-
ocratic Party I once loved), is because I 
see right through the abortion industry 
and I know what it is doing spiritually, 
morally, economically, etc., to this na-
tion.

We are literally destroying ourselves
from within, due to the fact that, if we 
can dehumanize and justify the slaughter
of God’s most innocent and vulnerable
among the human race, then why should 
this same God protect us?

I see no reason that the Good Lord, 
who created the heavens and the earth, 
should hear the prayers of protection 
from anyone — or any nation — that asks 
for His help and takes the view that you, 
as well as many lukewarm Christians do, 
in regard to this grave moral issue that 
can be compared to the slavery issue 
back in Abraham Lincoln’s time.

Anyhow, you ought to do a little read-
ing, as well as research, on Margaret 
Sanger, who started Planned Parenthood,
and her sick, twisted views on blacks be-
ing “inferior” and how abortion should 
be used to eliminate blacks off the face 
of the earth.

Further, in regard to the Bible, show 
me, any verse in which King David was 
for abortion —you can’t fi nd any, as
the Psalm that King David wrote, him-
self, specifi cally states, (in relation to 
God), Psalm 139:13-14....”Truly you have 
formed my inmost being; you knit me in 
my mother’s womb.”

Bob Larsen
Pedro Point
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