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EMPEROR WINSTON
Frank D. Winston, known to all in
town as The Emperor of Pacifica,
died September 11. Frank was a
great civic leader, active in
Pacifica Democrats, Pacifica
Historical Society, and other
organizations. I join all Pacificans
and friends of Frank in mourning
him. Please see eulogies to Frank
by Marty Anaya and Barbara
Arietta posted on
PacificaRiptide.com. Memorial
services were held September 15
at Temple Beth Israel Judea in
San Francisco. Plans are under
way for a Celebration of Life in
Pacifica within the next couple of
weeks. Watch this newspaper and
PacificaRiptide.com for details.
Questions? Call Barbara Arietta at
415-246-0775 or email
barietta@hotmail.com.

WALKS FOR PEACE 2008
Sep. 21 11 a.m. California, San
Francisco - Heartwalker Peace
Project, a new kind of Peace Walk
Connect with adults, children,
peace organizations, speakers and
musicians for a 3.5 mile. Justin
Herman Plaza, Embardero, San
Francisco. 1 Market Street.
Gathering on grass square. Across
from Ferry Building. Close to
BART.

PALINDRONE
Are you tired of Sarah Palin and the
media droning on about her? If so,
don’t bother reading this item. But
if you are a political junkie with a
jones for truthiness, I have good
news. Now two Pacifica-based Web
sites publish crunchy news nuggets
on all the presidential candidates.
The first site is my blog:
PacificaRiptide.com (click category
ELECTION CENTRAL on the top-
right sidebar). The new kid in town
is a great research site published by
a fellow Pacifican:
TruthAboutMcCainPalin.com.

GET OIL OUT
Santa Barbara, whose beaches and
marine life took the brunt of the
1969 oil spill, again says NO to
offshore oil drilling. Santa Barbara
City Council has voted to oppose
offshore drilling. Forty years ago, I
joined my fellow Santa Barbarians
under the banner “Get Oil Out

(GOO),” and we cleaned up the oil-
fouled sea birds and sands. Now the
spirit of GOO is reborn. Let’s hope
the council vote helps prevent
offshore drilling at Santa Barbara
and elsewhere. And maybe our
Pacifica council would consider a
similar ban. Our own beaches here
could be at risk.

VEGGIES SAVE
A United Nations climate-change
expert says people can help stop
global warming by eating less meat.
Raising and processing livestock for
meat creates a huge carbon foot-
print. By contrast, a vegetarian diet
is much kinder to the earth and its
atmosphere.

HEADLIGHTS FOR PEACE
Show your support for the candidate
of your choice. Until the election, if
you support Barack Obama, drive
with your headlights on during the
day. If you support John McCain,
drive with your headlights off at
night. Thank you for participating in
this patriotic endeavor! (Hey, it’s a
joke, I’m just kidding, please don’t
try this at home, and don’t write me
any nasty comments. Go punch a
speedbag.)

SCIENCE
MUSEUM/PLANETARIUM
The original Morrison Planetarium
opened in 1952 with the best
technology of its day. Now, 56
years later, it will repeat the feat.
When it opens on September 27, the
new Morrison Planetarium will be
the largest all-digital planetarium in
the world. New projector and
software technologies, driven in part
by advances in the video game
industry, will allow the planetarium
to produce the most accurate and
interactive digital Universe ever

created. Properly lit, the dome will
seem infinite to the entering visitor,
creating a uniquely immersive
experience and a true-to-life re-
creation of a remote, luminous, and
pristine sky. Audience members
will view a show that fills almost
half their field of view and moves at
a rate of 30 images per second,
which visually approximates an
alternate reality—corresponding not
to an experience under a dome, but
to an experience inside an environ-
ment. The planetarium has the
flexibility to host many events: live
NASA feeds, broadcasts from
Academy scientists in the field,
solar eclipses half a world away,
traditional star shows, school group
shows, musical events, and more. In
the opening year, the planetarium’s
main program will be Fragile
Planet, a 30-minute virtual journey
from the Earth to the outer reaches
of the Universe and back—a
journey to discovering how special
the planet Earth really is.
(calacademy.org)

FLOW, THE FILM
A new documentary—Flow: How
Did a Handful of Corporations Steal
Our Water?—comes to the Bay
Area on September 19. Information
and locations: FlowTheFilm.com.
Irena Salina’s award-winning
documentary investigates what
experts label the most important
political and environmental issue of
the 21st century: the world water
crisis. Salina builds a case against
the growing privatization of the
world’s dwindling freshwater
supply with an unflinching focus on
politics, pollution, human rights,
and the emergence of a domineering
world water cartel. Interviews with
scientists and activists intelligently
reveal the rapidly building crisis, at

both the global and human scale,
and the film introduces many of the
governmental and corporate culprits
behind the water grab, while
begging the question “Can anyone
really own the water?” Beyond
identifying the problem, Flow also
gives viewers a look at the people
and institutions providing practical
solutions to the water crisis and
those developing new technologies,
which are fast becoming blueprints
for a successful global and eco-
nomic turnaround.

SHARP PARK SHOCKER
Jim Wagner takes classes at Skyline
College, one class a semester since
1994. “Keeps the gray matter stirred
up,” he says. “Anyway, this spring I
took San Francisco history. Of
course, we had a term project to
write. Because I knew very little
about Sharp Park Golf Course
history, I thought that would be a
good topic, what with the trust, the
clubhouse, and the course all being
historic items. I stopped in at
Kathleen Manning’s Prints Old and
Rare at Crespi Center to see if there
were any old maps of the area.
Kathleen asked me if I knew about
the internment camp back there. I
had no idea that existed. I used to
shoot back there at the range and
I’ve shot at the archery range out
there many times when my son was
younger. Never a clue. I decided to
add that to my report. Well, there is
not much info out there so I knew it
was going to take longer than I had
for the class so I turned in a tradi-
tional report on the history of the
area and the buildings. The intern-
ment camp intrigued me so I kept
digging. Little by little, information
would come up. Soon I started
seeing the same info repeated,
which usually means that what’s out

there you have already, so write the
report. I know there is more
research to be done and I’m pushing
to get more people on board. More
people, more time, more informa-
tion. Congresswoman Jackie
Speier’s office contacted the San
Mateo Historical Society and
introduced me to the director. I’m
trying to connect with the chair to
be placed on their agenda in
September to make a small presen-
tation and to ask them to write an
official letter to the San Francisco
Recreation and Parks Department to
let them know, if they aren’t already
aware, that there is a historical site
of interest to San Mateo County out
there. I hope that at some point I can
help secure a grant for someone to
really study the site, map it, and
catalog what’s out there.” You can
read Jim’s report, published
exclusively on Pacifica
Riptide.com. Click category TRUE
CONFESSIONS on Riptide’s top-
right sidebar.

SITESEER
•Social whirl on wheels:
CycleWorldNetwork.com
•Story of a Sign (best short film,
Cannes): Flixxy.com, YouTube.com
•Green your gas tank:
BiofuelOasis.com
•Great nature photos: Boston.com
•World Music Festival, S.F.,
November: DoorDogMusic.org
•Political buttons, t-shirts, stickers,
signs: zazzle.com

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Goofbuster.com
•PacificaRiptide.com
•PacificaTribune.com
•WanderingAndWondering.com
e: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

My Friend frank
frank d. winston (he prefers lower

case for his name) lived in Pacifica for
less than three years. I’ve had the plea-
sure of knowing him and calling him
friend for most of that short time.  I’ll
never forget that fateful meeting at the
community center in early 2006 when
Frank, Kathleen Manning and a group
of seniors first proposed the idea for a
TV show about Pacifica’s history.

As is so often the case, I saw the
concern in the group’s eyes when I
explained that Public Access TV re-
quires their ability to learn the technical
skills necessary to become the crew for
their own show.

I also watched as Frank took charge
of that situation where many might sim-
ply have lost confidence and eventually
interest. He wanted to know exactly
what it would require to produce a show.
He didn’t whine or complain, (though
he did give me some good natured rib-
bing for not simply providing a sea-
soned crew).

No, Winston was firmly focused on
finding a way to make it happen. He
willed it to happen - and with his skills
as an organizer and communicator, he
saw to it that it did happen.

Recently his show, “Footprints of
Pacifica” celebrated its 50th episode.
We were all very proud of the accom-
plishment but none more so than Frank.
In fact, he was so proud and excited that
he asked the station to run a marathon of
some of the best shows. Of course we
obliged. He loved it and proudly pro-
moted the marathon in his weekly Tri-
bune column.

I never knew Mr. Winston in his
“pre-Pacifica” life. I knew he was an
accomplished immigration attorney, a
broadcaster and even a producer of live
Broadway-type shows at one time. But
these were stories I only heard in snip-
pets. Frank was not focused on his past
accomplishments but on creating things
in the now. It seemed as if he knew his
time here in Pacifica was short. He was
determined to squeeze out every drop of
goodness life had to offer before it was
gone.  He was a vital contributor to the
Pacifica Democrats, Channel 26 and
The Pacifica Historical Society.

In 2007 he won a WAVE award for
his TV show and in 2008 was even
awarded Volunteer of the Year‚ by the
Pacifica Chamber of Commerce.

Barbara Arietta says that to Frank,
life was a banquet. I agree. Anyone who
knew him knew he loved to eat. But he
also loved to cook. Only, his kitchen
was the telephone, the computer and the
hundreds of scraps of paper on which he
scribbled notes and ideas.

 Frank was a wheeler dealer. He was
always selling me on how some action
I might take to help another’s cause
would come back to benefit me.

Of course, he was always right. It
was Frank who suggested that PCT
honor Kathleen Manning at our annual

Evening with the Stars‚ celebration for
producing “Footprints”. It was Frank
who encouraged the TV station to sup-
port the Bob Milne concert and insisted
on giving us 50 percent of the profits
even over my objections.

That’s because Frank believed in the
concept of “win/win”. His allies were
his friends. And Frank supported his
friends. He was engaged. He was com-
mitted. He was cool. Yes, frank d.
winston was a wheeler and a dealer. But
he dealt in social capital. His currency
was kindness. His profit was good will.

  More than anyone I’ve ever known,
frank d. winston reveled in the fruits of
his labor. Simply put, he loved to do
good and loved being recognized for it.

Who else could actually wear a crown
around town and refer to himself the
Emperor?

For me, this is Frank’s legacy. His
eternal lesson. He serves as the quint-
essential example of success, un-
ashamed success and the absolute en-
joyment of it. After all, what good is
doing good if you don’t enjoy your-
self along the way?

Frank and I enjoyed many long
conversations. Often, they started as
business matters but somehow wound
their way on to politics, movies and
world affairs. You know, the stuff
friends talk about.

I kind of knew any time I picked up
the phone that his advertised two min-
utes would turn into twenty. That’s OK
though.

I learned a lot about the man. For
instance, I learned that his favorite movie
was 1931’s Academy Award winning
“Skippy”, starring Jackie Cooper (and
written by frank’s cousin) about the kid
with the big heart who always helped
others.  Funny. I think that might be a
fitting way to describe Frank, as a big
kid, with a big heart, who always helped
others.

Once Frank was interviewed for a
piece that ran in the Oakland Tribune.
Of his TV show he said, “In the evening,
when I’m on camera or preparing with
the guests, I’m in another world. I’m
just in an era of people who enjoy his-
tory and enjoy cooperating to present
history. If we could translate that spirit
from the community to the world, it
would be so marvelous.”

Well Frank, I think you have trans-
mitted that spirit to the world. I think
you have. I will forever be thankful for
that spirit.

I will forever be thankful for the
gentle prodding to do the right thing and
for the attitude of gratitude you dis-
played when we did do the right thing.

I will forever remember your can do
attitude and your absolute delight at
getting the job done and making a dif-
ference in the lives of others.

Some people may remember Frank
Winston as an ally. Some may remem-
ber him as an Emperor. I will always
remember him simply as a friend. And
I miss him so very much right now.

Guest Column
Fran Larson and Caroline Barba

person you take them in. But now
he’s demanding you continue to care
for his family and that you pay any
and all costs. He’s not going to
change his behavior in any way.

If you dare to point out the obvi-
ous, that his family is his responsi-
bility, then he calls you hateful,
mean-spirited, and racist.

These poor people are not flee-
ing the Minutemen, George Bush or
the KKK.

They are fleeing the Mexican
government and its total disregard
for its own citizens. That’s a fact.

Question: If millions of U.S. citi-
zens were sneaking over the border
into Canada and expecting the Cana-
dian taxpayers to take care of them, do
you think the Canadians could be
fooled into believing they’re being
culturally enriched?

How long before the Canadians
would demand that the U.S. govern-
ment take responsibility for its citi-
zens?

And why aren’t we demanding the
Mexican government take better care
of its own people?

Every few years a bunch of our
politicians go down to Mexico to dis-
cuss immigration issues with its “lead-
ers.” Isn’t that like asking a burglar
how to install your burglar alarms?

Among the millions coming here
to make better lives for themselves
are some truly dangerous people.

We have all read about the mur-
ders of a father and his two sons in the
Mission district a few months back.

This happened because the clowns
running the city of San Francisco re-
fused to turn over the prime suspect to
the Feds the last TWO times he was
arrested for assault and weapons
charges because that would be hate-
ful.

So he was free to go out and kill
three people. I wonder if the widow
and mother got another speech about
celebrating diversity from City Hall.
I’ve read she is going to sue the city of
San Francisco for negligence. You
know the San Francisco  politicos will
deny any responsibility, just like the
Mexican government.

We have every right to control
who is coming into our country.

That may not be progressive, but it
is common sense.

Michael Brent
Pacific Manor

End Polio Now
Editor:
Your local Pacifica Rotary Club is

participating in an international cam-
paign to end polio world wide and we
are almost there!

There were only 1,313 new cases  in
the world last year.  Some of you know
first hand how devastating this disease
can be and we want to hear from you.

 We will have an informational booth
at the Fog Fest and we are conducting a
fund raiser to contribute towards ending
this scourge and to help our own city’s
needs.

Please call Wendy at (650) 515-
0655 if you have survived polio.

Wendy Santiago
Pacifica Rotary Club

Thanks, Ian
Editor:
Thanks to Ian Butler (Laugh Lo-

cally) for taking note of the western
snowy plovers that live along our Cali-
fornia coast.

Plovers are a threatened species that
happen to live on the same beaches that
we Californians enjoy.

So these tiny birds (they weigh about
an ounce!) need our understanding so
that both birds and people can enjoy the
beaches.

A couple of points about plovers: 1)
they stay along our coast year-round,
although seasonally they may move
from one beach to another; 2) nesting
extends from March through July; 3)
their “nests” are not nests in the ortho-
dox sense—plovers lay their eggs in
slight depressions in the sand.

By knowing their patterns, our vigi-
lance can help them survive, as we share
our beautiful California beaches.

Al Donner
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Things I
Think About

Editor:
I was thinking about how a status

symbol of today is those cell phones
that everyone has clipped onto their
belt or purse. I can’t afford one.

So, I’m wearing my garage door
opener. I also made a cover for my
hearing aid and now I have what
they call blue teeth, I think.

You know, I spent a fortune on
deodorant before I realized that

people didn’t like me anyway.
I was thinking that women should

put pictures of missing husbands on
beer cans!

I was thinking about old age and
decided that old age is “when you
still have something on the ball, but
you are just too tired to bounce it.”

I thought about making a fitness
movie for folks my age, and call it
“Pumping Rust.”

I’ve gotten that dreaded furni-
ture disease. That’s when your chest
is falling into your drawers!

When people see a cat’s litter
box, they always say, “Oh, have you
got a cat?” Just once I want to say,
“No, it’s for company!”

Employment application blanks
always ask who is to be notified in
case of an emergency. I think you
should write, “A Good Doctor!”

Why do they put pictures of crimi-
nals up in the Post Office? What are
we supposed to do...write to these
men?

Why don’t they just put their pic-
tures on the postage stamps so the
mailmen could look for them while
they deliver the mail; Or better yet,
arrest them while they are taking
their pictures!

I was thinking about how people
seem to read the Bible a whole lot
more as they get older. Then, it
dawned on me, they were cramming
for their finals.

As for me, I’m just hoping God
grades on the curve.

George H. Martin
Pacifica

The Pacifica Friends of the Li-
brary are inviting community mem-
bers to join them in viewing a spe-
cial film, “Peace One Day” this Sat-
urday, Sept. 20, in the community
room of the Sharp Park Library at
104 Hilton Way.

The show begins at 3 p.m. and
last 80 minutes. Discussion and re-
freshments follow the movie.

The Pacifica Friends of the Li-
brary are aware that there is a strong
sentiment for peace  among our citi-
zens, yet a strain of cynicism about
what one can do about violence in
the world  constrains action.

Too many of us feel powerless to
do anything to make change occur
in our global community.

This movie, “Peace One Day,”
opens minds to the positive idea that
an individual can indeed make a real
difference in this world.

The PFOL urges all interested in
peace in the world to make a point of
viewing this movie which is avail-
able for check out at our local librar-
ies if you are unable to join our
viewing on the day prior to the UN
International Day of Peace which
falls on Sunday this year.

The movie tells the full story of
how one dedicated young man went
about getting a global day of non-
violence and ceasefire established
as a permanent specific day, Sept.
21 of every year.

It took several years of work for
filmmaker Jeremy Gilley to achieve
this goal and his success story is an
inspiration to all of us to act for
peace in the world.

Those with access to the web can
get more information about this cel-
ebration by going to the
PeaceOneDay.com website.

The International Day of Peace
is now a global celebration embrac-
ing all walks of life, all religions, all
cultures, all nations, all people.

Over 3,500 organizations hold
events in honor of Peace Day, col-
lectively in every major city on earth.

These include ceasefires and in-
ter-religious vigils as well as festi-
vals, concerts, film festivals, com-
edy, poetry slams, school parades,
city celebrations, ceremonies and
much more.

To kick off celebration of this
special day, the PFOL is inviting the
YOU to join us one day earlier then
the International Day, in order to
show this movie in the library.

We have also invited the local
churches to make mention of it to
their congregations and invited all
to the Sharp Park Library viewing.

If your schedule permits, please
join us then to see this inspiration
documentary movie.

We also purchased extra copies
of this disk for the use of library
patrons, and we are gifting the local
high school district with a copy of
the Peace One Day Student Citizen-
ship pack that contains two DVDs
containing both a  32-minute class-
room version and the feature-length
version of this award-winning docu-
mentary Peace One Day, plus ex-

Read
the

every
week

Pacifica

RIBUNET

tras.
This pack has many lesson plans

encouraging pupils to discover op-
portunities to think about topical
political, spiritual, moral, social and
cultural issues, problems and events.

Pupils are also encouraged to con-
tribute to group and exploratory class
discussions, and take part in debates.

There is also a wealth of infor-
mation and ideas to deal with the
issues of bullying, learning to re-
solve conflict fairly, human rights
and criminal justice.

This citizenship pack for students
should be a valuable tool for local
teachers and it is hoped that our
local efforts will result in an annual
community wide observation of the
specific U.N. International Day of
Peace on Sept. 21 annually.

Fran Larson and Caroline
Barba are members of the Pacifica
Friends of the Library Executive
Board

“Peace One Day”
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