
No to term
limits

Editor:
I couldn’t disagree more

completely with my good
friend Lionel Emde than I do
on the subject of term limits.
I don’t disagree about more
things being done if we had a
more rapid turn over on the 
council. I am just concerned 
about what “things” for
whose benefit and to whose
detriment. I think that the
very idea of making expe-
rienced public servants, for
whom the electorate wants to
vote, sit on the sidelines while 
some new person learns the 
ropes (or does the bidding
of whomever put them up to 
running) is a very bad idea.

We have replaced council
members every time we be-
lieved we had a better choice.
There were changes to the 
council last election. There
will be changes to the council 
this election. A yes vote on V 
only limits our choices in the 
future. It does not guarantee,
or even encourage a wiser or
more responsive council. It
only insists on turnover re-
gardless of whether we have
reason to appreciate the in-
cumbents and regardless of 
whether there is or is not an 
honorable and competent
new contender. I believe that 
having term limits leaves us 
more open to outside corpo-
rate manipulation. It makes
it easier for moneyed cor-
porations and individuals to
devise an effective strategy 
to stack the council at least 
long enough to push through 
an agenda that the citizens of
Pacifica would never inten-
tionally support.

I strongly encourage all of 
us to vote NO on Measure V.

Dan B.Underhill
Sharp Park

Local
revenue

Editor:
When I travel, I don’t re-

ally question the added local
tax (TOT) that is added to my
hotel bill. The amount varies
depending upon where I stay. 
After reading up on it as re-
lates to San Mateo County, I
discovered that 12 percent is
what most of our neighbor-
ing cities charge, including
Half Moon Bay (SF is at 14
percent and may be going to 
17). In November, the pass-
ing of Measure R would bring 

needed revenue to Pacifica
and based on $100 would 
amount to a $2 increase.

What I do pay attention to
is: a fair room price, a clean 
facility, location, safe area, 
and friendly staff (also want a 
good coffee place nearby). A 
moderate increase would not
deter me from coming back 
to a hotel as long as the above
things were in place.

I think as a visitor, I im-
pact the area as I utilize rec-
reational areas, which have
to be maintained. While out 
of town, I am fortunate not 
to have needed emergency
or police services; however, I 
would like them to be in place 
should it be necessary. This is
a tax that is paid for by visi-
tors, not residents.

Pacifica is joined by many 
cities in its struggle to survive 
in this global economic fiasco
and I support what I consider
a benign tax for the commu-
nity if it will help keep our
city (or any city that I visit)
maintained, vital, and safe.
The revenue remains local
and out of the hands of the
state.

Please vote Yes on Mea-
sure R and encourage others.
We have an ocean — what a 
draw in comparison to our
inland neighbors. Although 
a bit rustic, we have a beau-
tiful setting and city. Let’s do
what we can to preserve and 
appreciate it.

Mari Brumm-Merrill
Pacifica

Support
Pacifica
business

Editor:
Measure R on the No-

vember ballot proposes to 
raise Pacifica’s transient oc-
cupancy tax (TOT) from 10 
to 12 percent. Mr. Banco’s
letter last week incorrectly
calls that a 2 percent increase 
when in fact it’s a 20 percent 
increase.

This proposed increase
is supposedly going to raise 
$160,000 in additional reve-
nue for our city each year. But 
there is no guarantee of that, 
in spite of Mr. Banco’s opin-
ion that “...hotel occupancy
has increased (in Brisbane) 
as it has in other cities that 
have increased their TOT.” 
A friend who works for the 
city of Millbrae told me that
their increasing of the TOT 
resulted in no increase in
city income, because busi-
ness has declined for hotels. 
The Menlo Park city coun-
cil decided not to increase
their TOT because the hotel 
managers asked them not to 
put the local hotels at a com-

petitive disadvantage with
nearby cities. Perhaps Mr. 
Banco and his compatriots in 
the “Yes on R” group should 
get out more.

They could start by talk-
ing to the people immediately 
impacted by this decision,
namely our local hotel own-
ers. They are all opposed to 
this increase, citing bad busi-
ness conditions as an indica-
tor that this is precisely the 
wrong time to do this. The 
Yes on R campaign says nice 
things about bringing more 
visitors to Pacifica and in-
creasing business revenue 
but there is no plan on offer 
to do those things. It seems 
like window dressing which 
will promptly disappear after
the election.

Therealproblemgetsmen-
tioned briefly in Mr. Banco’s 
letter: “...reducing employee 
costs by $8 million and in-
creasing revenues by $6 mil-
lion over the next fi ve years.”
The collapsed economy has 
revealed the unsustainability
of the promises made to em-
ployees in the last 10 years. 
The city just sold more than
$20 million in bonds to cover 
unfunded employee pension
liabilities — because we don’t 
have the money to pay them.

I think the cart’s before 
the horse here. Deal with the 
payroll/pension problem fi rst,
and when we see real prog-
ress, the discussion of tax in-
creases can begin from a sus-
tainable place. Putting further
pressure on local business is 
a bad idea conceived by peo-
ple who have no idea what it 
means to try running one’s 
own business. Vote No on R
to support local business.

Lionel Emde
Edgemar

Defense
of Cimo

Editor:
Pardon my coming late

to the party, but I wanted to 
commend the Tribune and
columnist Frank Cimo for 
the coverage of the Tea Party 
gathering on Aug. 28. The
story was accurate reporting 
of an important political event 
in our county, and though Mr. 
Cimo clearly has a point of 
view, it was one of the most 
civil pieces of participatory 
journalism I have read. His
photos were illustrative of the 
event and its message. His 
story dispelled the conspir-
acy theorists’ mock that these 
peacefully assembled citizens 
are somehow the minions of 
evil industrialists and bogey-
men. He provided clear back-
ground for the rising tide of 
resistance to the “political 
class” and did so without the 

hysterics and name-calling
sometimes associated with
the denizens of the editorial 
page. I for one would be ex-
ceedingly happy if Mr. Cimo 
were given a regular place
in the opinion section of the 
Tribune. His clear, common 
sense perspective on the fu-
ture of our Republic certainly
deserves some space in your 
publication.

Denny Delk
Pedro Point

Endorsing
Sue

Editor:
Iam writing to endorse Sue 

Digre for Mayor. This beauti-
ful city of Pacifi ca needs a
mayor like Sue Digre. She’s 
an amazing woman who 
never ceases to amaze us 
with her knowledge and abil-
ity to make positive changes.
She encourages all Pacifi ca 
residents to see Pacifi ca as an 
important asset to the county
and state. She encourages us 
to market ourselves better.
Sue stands for protecting this 
beautiful city and enhancing
what is here naturally. She
values our beautiful ocean 
and the open space (which 
adds considerable value to
our homes.) She is in favor 
of small businesses and small 
business opportunities. Our 
mayor enjoys our very diver-
sified and rich history and
historical sites. She has been 
encouraging the renovation 
and re enactments of history
here in Pacifica.

Sue Digre is the person to 
elect for Mayor of Pacifica. 
She is doing so much work
to help Pacifi ca become a
vacation spot...a destination.
More events are planned in 
the future...historical, art,
culture and drama. Pacifi ca 
is now a member of the San
Mateo/Silicon Valley Vistors
Bureau. Let’s keep all of this
excitement on the upswing 
and vote for Sue Digre!

Holly Willett Rios
37-year resident of Paci-

fica

Counterpro-
ductive

Editor:
Over the past year I have 

noticed a barrage of com-
plaints aimed at the so-called
“salaries” of our city council 
that culminated with a city 
council candidate advertise-
ment that appeared in last 
week’s Tribune stating that 
these “salaries are bloated
(and) that they could cover 
the cost of two firefi ghters
salaries.” The ad and the past 
discussion on salaries are not 
only misleading, but counter-

productive.
The suggestion that the to-

tal budget for the city council 
can simply be done away with 
by council members volun-
teering their time and applied 
to the salary of two fi refi ght-
ers does not even begin to 
cover the salary and benefi ts
of one fi refi ghter. I reached 
out to multiple council mem-
bers and discovered that the 
number quoted as council 
salaries and benefi ts also in-
cludes staff time, transcrip-
tions, photocopying, agendas, 
and other public documents 
and notifi cations. But the 
issue to me of whether we 
can apply these “salaries” to 
other needs of the city misses 
a larger point and that is how 
much money our city council 
representatives spend out of 
their own pockets to attend 
to their civic duties.

Every one of our council 
members represents the citi-
zens of Pacifi ca at multiple
meetings from San Mateo to 
downtown San Francisco and 
sometimes in Sacramento. I 
have personally witnessed all 
the council members running 
from one meeting to another 
with barely the time to grab a 
fast food meal only to speed 
off to another meeting across 
the county; sometimes they 
go to four meetings in just 
one night. I have no doubt 
that if we added all the gas, 
food, car wear-and-tear and 
other expenses our elected 
officials put into their civic 
duties (which does not even 
include the time they take 
from their regular jobs, fam-
ily and the ulcers) that these 
so called “salaries” would not 
even begin to cover these ex-
penses.

We can have a lively dis-
cussion on our city fi nances
and I realize the frustrations 
that many citizens of Pacifi ca
have with our city fi nances.
But are we now to suggest
that only the citizens of this 
great city that have been 
blessed with the fi nancial re-
sources to forgo any compen-
sation for the expenses that 
are accumulated in the act of 
performing their civic duties 
are the only ones who should 
run for public office?

There are many issues 
facing our city, our state and 

our nation that affect us all. I 
am glad that I live in a place 
where we all deeply care 
about the future direction of 
our city. We can all make a 
difference, especially on a lo-
cal level, by getting involved 
and educated through com-
mittees like the Financing 
City Services Task Force and 
the Economic Development
Committee. Letters to the edi-
tor attacking our city council 
for their “salaries,” three min-
ute speeches at the city coun-
cil podium and misleading 
candidate ads do not count 
as civic involvement and is 
counterproductive.

I urge everyone to get edu-
cated on the fi ve-year Finan-
cial Plan, do your homework 
and if you have other solu-
tions, make recommenda-
tions based on the real state 
of our city. The Task Force 
spent two years of their vol-
unteer time coming up with 
valid recommendations to 
help solve our cities fi nancial 
issues and no where does 
the plan state the there is an 
issue with “bloated coun-
cil salaries.” For all the city 
council candidates, I would 
like to understand what 
your five-year fi nancial plan 
would be and present it with 
decorum, respect and a sense 
of collaboration towards all 
our elected offi cials and the 
committee volunteers who 
have all worked very hard for 
many years for the sole rea-
son that they love this city, 
this state and this country as 
much as you do.

Sam Casillas
Pedro Point

Could it
happen here?

Editor:
The state of California 

now has a budget defi cit of 
$19 billion. San Diego and 
Los Angeles are discussing 
bankruptcy. Vallejo is in bak-
ruptcy because of excessive 
spending. Their downfall was 
pay and benefi t costs for city 
employees, a city overspend-
ing its budget.

Bell, Calif., population 
36,664, is a town just about 
the size of Pacifica. The L.A. 

SIERRA CLUB
ENDORSES
After a thorough endorsement 
process, the Sierra Club’s Loma 
Prieta Chapter has endorsed 
Planning Commissioners Leo 
Leon and Tom Clifford and 
City Council incumbents Sue
Digre and Jim Vreeland in the 
November election for City
Council. “Pacifica is fortunate in 
the particularly high caliber of
the candidates in this election,”
said Bill Collins, who chaired 
the interview team. “We were 
impressed with the field.” With
established track records as
members of the City Council or 
the Planning Commission, [all
four] have worked to ensure 
that Pacifica protects its natu-
ral beauty as it plans for future 
economic growth.” Among local 
issues of concern to the Sierra
Club are proposed widening of
Highway 1, planning and devel-
opment, protecting threatened
species, and promoting environ-
mentally sound construction.
“Other first-time candidates
have a promising future offering
their energy and dedication,”
Collins concluded. “We encour-
age them to stay involved for
the betterment of Pacifica.” The
endorsement process consisted
of a written questionnaire, a
series of in-person interviews
with a team of local volunteers,
examination of each candidate’s
record in protecting the natu-
ral environment, and review
and approval by several levels
within the club. The Sierra Club
is a grassroots environmental

advocacy organization founded 
in California more than a cen-
tury ago.

SAVE WILDLIFE
The state Department of Fish &
Game (DFG) is reviewing the 
status of California’s 21 game
refuges (totaling about a million
acres, mostly in Northern Cali-
fornia). At present, NO hunting 
is allowed in these areas. DFG
apparently wants to close 19 of
the 21 refuges, thereby open-
ing them to hunting. DFG is
accepting public comments on 
this matter until December 1,
2010. California game refuges 
were established a century ago 
to enhance and protect the
state’s wildlife populations.
The state Legislature directed 
DFG to review and evaluate
the refuges. DFG feels that the
purpose of these refuges is no
longer valid. It does not want to 
be responsible for continuing to
“manage” them, and is consid-
ering eliminating nearly all of
them. Before DFG can make its 
recommendation to the Legisla-
ture, DFG is required to provide 
an opportunity for public com-
ment. It is apparent that DFG
has extended minimal effort to
inform the public of the right to
comment on this issue, as very
few Californians are aware that
wildlife refuges are about to 
be eliminated. DFG evaluation
of the status of existing state
game refuges: dfg.ca.gov/wild-
life/gamerefuges/. DFG’s short
survey soliciting public opinion:
surveymonkey.com/s/gameref-

uge. Email additional comments 
to wildlifestrategy@dfg.ca.gov. 
Please spread this information
widely. Many Californians are 
unaware that they are about to 
lose the wildlife refuges and the
public-comment opportunity. 
See the excellent article on this
issue by Marilyn Jasper, chair 
of the Sierra Club chapter in 
Placer County, published in the 
Placer Sentinel: placersentinel.
com/2010/protecting_state_
game.html.

INNER EDITOR CLASS
Do you have an eagle eye? Do
you correct your family, friends, 
and colleagues when they make 
mistakes in English? If so, you
might have inherited good 
grammar genes, i.e., genetic
predisposition. Or you might 
be a conscientious, hardwork-
ing student of the language.
Whatever the case, here is your
chance to learn how to make a 
living as a copyeditor or proof-
reader. This Saturday afternoon 
noncredit class offers career 
tips and lively discussion. The 
instructor (yours truly) is an
experienced editor, working in
the Bay Area since the days of
typewriters and carbon paper 
(Goofbuster.com). Register 
now for the October 9 class at 
Foothill-De Anza College, Com-
munity Education (shortcourses.
fhda.edu), 408-864-8817.

SHARK TRAIN
Take Caltrain to all Sharks 
home games (sharks.nhl.com)
at HP Pavilion. With its San 
Jose terminal across the street 
from the hockey arena, Cal-
train service makes it easy to
avoid the hassle and expense 
of driving and parking. Several
trains arrive in time for face-off.
The last weekday and Saturday 
northbound trains leave San 
Jose station at 10:30 p.m. and
may depart up to 15 minutes
later if the game is still under
way, making all regular local 
stops. Trains stop at Broad-

way and Atherton stations on
weekends only. Passengers
must purchase tickets before 
boarding. Ticket options include 
one way, Day Pass (round trip),
and eight-ride pass. Passengers
must validate eight-ride tick-
ets before boarding. Monthly 
passholders ride free through 
all zones on weekends. Open al-
coholic beverage containers not
allowed onboard trains starting
at 9 p.m. For more information
on schedules and fares, call 
Caltrain’s Customer Service
Center at 1-800-660.4287 or visit
caltrain.com. 

OCEAN BEACH BULLETIN
After months of publishing
almost entirely on Twitter, the 
Ocean Beach Bulletin now has
its own website at oceanbeach-
bulletin.com. Publisher and
Editor-in-Chief Tom Prete says,
“I think the Ocean Beach area of 
San Francisco is a special part
of a special city, and the people
who live, work and play here 
deserve a great news source 
all their own. I hope we’ll be 
interesting and useful. Because 
I know many of you love the 
beach and adjacent neighbor-
hoods in many different ways,
I also wanted to tell you about 
a way you can share that love.
I hope you’ll consider writing
your own memories of -- or 
homages to -- the area for a part
of the Bulletin we call Ocean
Beach Recollections.”

LEON CAMPAIGN PARTY
Pacifica City Council candidate
Leo Leon is endorsed by the 
Central Labor Council of San
Mateo County, the San Mateo
County Democratic Party, and
the Loma Prieta chapter of the 
Sierra Club. The public is invited
to attend Leon’s campaign en-
dorsement celebration and ben-
efit on Sunday, October 3 from
noon to 4 p.m. at Shelldance 
Orchid Farm, 2000 Highway 1 in
Pacifica (entrance just north of
the police station). Ten dollars

gets you in the door. Music by 
world-class jazz artists Larry 
Dunlap & Bobby Norris, Santa 
Cruz rocker David Kerrey, art
auction, orchid & dinner raffle,
and more. Contact: leoleonfor-
pacifica@hotmail.com 

FOGZILLA STRIKES BACK
Peter Fimrite humorously
reported in the September 23
San Francisco Chronicle that 
the recent heat wave was a 
“welcome respite” from our cool
summer. Fimrite did a good job 
of explaining Diablo winds and 
Northern California fall climate
patterns, but I informed him 
that some of us down here on
the coast actually prefer fog to
sun, and I asked for equal time.
If you pay attention to media 
(print, TV, radio), you can’t help
but detect a bias toward sunny 
weather. It’s blatant among
the chattering classes on the 
evening news, and you hear it 
even on KDFC as the classical-
music deejays whine about cold
fog and rhapsodize about warm
sunshine. We just can’t get no
respect!

CORRECTION
I inadvertently omitted a word
in my item two weeks ago about 
closed captioning. During a TV 
documentary on the Burning
Man Festival, UR’s closed-cap-
tion software rendered the 
name of the event as “Barney
Manifest Value.”
 
SITESEER
•Jupiter, The King of Planets: 
spaceweather.com
•Commonsense current events:
unclejayexplains.com
 
MAYBURRITOVILLE
Columnist: Pacifica Tribune,
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club) 
Blogger: Pacifica Riptide,
SF Gate (Peninsula Coastside)
Copyeditor: Goofbuster.com
Teacher: Inner Editor classes
Email:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

Community Forum & Opinions

Five weeks before the election, we’d like to remind
readers of our policy on election-related letters.

We try to print all local letters that meet our cri-
teria, but to do that we have to place limitations on 
frequency. Letter writers are limited to one election-
related letter submitted between Labor Day and Elec-
tion Day.

Election Letters Policy
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