
A number of recent state-
ments in the Pacifi ca Tribune
regarding the natural con-
dition of early Sharp Park 
seem to derive from an in-
accurate perception of what 
it was actually like before 
being developed into a golf
course. The accompanying 
photograph shows the area 
sometime before 1909 (con-
struction of the Little Brown 
Church had not yet begun). 
Although taken from a dis-
tance, the photograph shows 
that Laguna Salada had a 
much larger surface area 
than it does today; it was 
ringed by tules (not trees are 
in evidence except along the 
creek feeding the south end and around the buildings at Mori Point) and the surrounding 
terrain was of sand dunes virtually devoid of vegetation. The lagoon had outfl ows across a 
relatively low beach profi le to the ocean at both north and south ends. The “San Francisco 
Estuary Wetlands Regional Monitoring Program Plan - 2002” includes the statements: “...
California red-legged frogs cannot successfully reproduce at salinities above 4.5% (Jennings 
and Hayes, 1990)...California red-legged frogs are largely restricted to freshwater and slightly
brackish water habitats.”  In as much as “salada” is Spanish for “salty,” and “salobre” is Span-
ish for “brackish,” it is reasonable to conclude that the frogs found Laguna Salada hospitable 
only after construction of the levee to bar salt water intrusion from big waves.

— Jerry Crow

BIRD BRAINS
Sequoia Audubon’s online San Ma-
teo County Birding Guide is loaded 
with photographs, searchable 
maps, and clickable links for bird-
ers, hikers, and all nature-lovers. 
This new Web site incorporates de-
cades of work on the San Francisco 
Peninsula Birdwatching book. Se-
quoia Audubon, our local chapter 
of the national Audubon organiza-
tion, welcomes citizen-scientists’ 
additions and corrections. You also 
can use the site to fi nd out about the 
local Audubon events, field trips.
(birding.sequoia-audubon.org)

WAVELENGTH
I appreciate Jean Bartlett’s great 
Pacifica Tribune feature story last 
week on my Wavelength cofounder 
and coproducer Ian Butler taking 
over the solo host slot on the new 
Pacifica Community Television 
(PCT) talk show. Ian and I started 
Wavelength earlier this summer, 
but when I got busy blogging on SF 
Gate (Peninsula Coastside), plus 

keeping Pacifi ca Riptide afl oat, Ian 
took up the slack and became the 
panel moderator as well as resi-
dent comedian. Our very first show 
has already aired (August 24), with 
me in the hot seat, but meanwhile 
Ian has been busy taping the next 
two shows with a cast of interest-
ing local characters. Watch Wave-
length on Channel 26 or online at 
pct26.com. The next show, airing 
Monday, September 14 and 21 at 
6:30 p.m., examines the hot-button
issue of Sharp Park Golf Course, 
with panelists Richard Harris,
Barbara Arietta, Ron Maykel, and 
Brent Plater in a lively debate. The 
show airing Monday, September
28 at 6:30 p.m. deals with the past, 
present, and future of Rockaway
Quarry, and features four Riptide 
regulars (Todd Bray, Steve Sinai, 
Peter Loeb, and Bruce Hotchkiss)
in an informative discussion. Next 
month the show delves into term 
limits and the proposed Styrofoam 
food container ordinance. Stay 
tuned!

ON BUFFALO WINGS
Saturday, September 12, White-
Crowned Sparrow Habitat Plant-
ing at the Bison Paddock in 
Golden Gate Park. Meet on JFK 
Drive by the bison pen. Help 
plant native coastal scrub, the 
vital nesting resource for Golden 
Gate Park’s last breeding Nutall’s 
White-Crowned Sparrows: 8 
to 9 a.m., optional birding fi eld 
trip led by Josiah Clark looking 
for migrant songbirds, return to 
paddock; 9 a.m. to 12 noon, site 
preparation and habitat planting; 
12 noon to 1 p.m., lunch provided 
by The Parks Trust for volunteers 
who sign up.
RSVP: Kristin.Bowman@sfgov.org. 

INFINITY ART
Former Pacifi can and City Coun-
cil candidate Julie Weismann, 
who moved to Portland, Oregon 
a few years ago, has been a busy 
hummingbird in her new home.
Julie has created an online gal-
lery space at Infi nityArtGallery.
com. The shows are juried and 
curated internationally using the 
Web. They are as interesting and 
diverse as your ability to absorb 
them. It shows a healthy, vibrant 
international collection of styles, 
mediums, and concepts, not lim-
ited by borders, politics, or logis-
tical costs of gathering so much 
work in one spot. The tactile ele-
ment is missing, not being in the 
same physical space with the art, 
but the quality, quantity, and di-
versity of the shows more than 
make up for it. Julie has put to-
gether something very cool and 
I wouldn’t be surprised if main-
stream media take notice. Make 
sure to click the About Us link. 
The site’s biography is informa-
tive and well written. It’s nice to 
see a creative, professional gal-
lery site take itself and its artists, 
collectors, and visitors seriously, 
treating them all with gratitude
and respect. (Todd McCune Bray, 
pacificariptide.com)

SKYLINE SHOOTER
A suspect has been arrested and 
charged in the recent Skyline 
College shooting, and he has 
pleaded not guilty. All the hoopla 
about gunmen on the loose ap-
pears to have been an argument 
that got out of hand, but the day 
of the incident, both the San 

Bruno community college and 
nearby Oceana High School cam-
pus in Pacifica were locked down 
as police helicopters and fi xed-
wing aircraft hovered over the 
area. A Skyline student was shot 
in the buttocks and abdomen but 
was released from the hospital 
the same day. Here is the offi cial
statement on the incident from 
the college Web site: “There was 
a shooting in one of the parking 
lots on the Skyline College cam-
pus on Wednesday, September 2 
that was a result of a confronta-
tion between two groups. ...Any-
one with information regarding 
the incident is asked to call the 
San Bruno Police Dept. at 650-
616-7100. If you left personal 
belongings on campus, you may 
retrieve them at the Public Safety 
Office in Building 6.” Pacifi ca Rip-
tide reported on the incident as it 
unfolded, updated frequently by 
Riptide readers.

NOT SO FRESH & EASY
England’s Tesco supermarket 
chain has successfully opened 
Fresh & Easy grocery stores in 
Southern California, and it re-
cently paid several million U.S. 
dollars for land in the East Bay.
But for the most part, its North-
ern California rollout has been an 
on-again-off-again affair, particu-
larly here in Pacifica, where the 
British lion roared only briefl y at
its Pedro Point shopping center 
buildout/remodel and then went 
silent—as in, calls to the devel-
oper were not returned and noth-
ing more has happened at the 

construction site. So now you can 
drive by that location and see the 
nice-looking gut job the builders 
did, but you will feel the empti-
ness of being not so fresh and 
easy in Pacifi ca. And many of us 
will continue to mourn the loss 
of what used to be there: Mister 
Lee’s Chinese Food. (Get more de-
tails on this story in the archives
and search box at Pacifi caRiptide.
com.)

SITESEER
n Google the Sky TV video “Kevin 
Richardson, The Lion Whisperer.” 
After watching it online, you may 
call it “The Lion Wrestler.” If you 
love cats large or small, you owe 
it to yourself to watch this one.
n You want some Dostoyevsky 
with that? Go to sfgate.com or 
Google “Ghost bus carries work-
ers to Russia” by Associated Press 
writer Mansur Mirovalev, August 
30. This story of Uzbek migrant 
laborers riding unlicensed buses 
to fi nd jobs in Russia will stay 
with you for a while.

SWAMI SEZ
“Cats are rather delicate creatures 
and they are subject to a good 
many ailments, but I never heard 
of one who suffered from insom-
nia.” (Joseph Wood Krutch)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
n Email: 
mayburrito@goofbuster.com
n Web: Pacifi ca Tribune, Paci-
fica Riptide, Wandering & Won-
dering, Peninsula Coastside (SF 
Gate), Goofbuster

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering
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and pony show in Montara, 
I must say, it was dema-
goguery at its fi nest. As 
she sells her senior citizens 
down the river of socialist 
tyranny, single payer health 
care is a given. The Obama 
lie is that you can keep your 
doctor and insurer. Several 
stated (ahem) untruths in-
cluded: 1) no rationing for 
the elderly, 2) Obama plan 
cuts costs, 3) illegals not 
covered (see page 50 of 
HR3200).

Perhaps the most egre-
gious Obama Party Line is 
that “there are 47 million 
uninsured in America.” (If 
it was true, where are you 
going to get enough doc-
tors to avoid “rationing” the 
elderly? Does that mean 
some needy senior is denied 
coverage by  cost-cutting 
bureaucrats?, you know, 
like a “death panel.”) Most 
Americans are opposed to 
healthcare for a minimum 
of  10 million illegals. There 
are an estimated 14 mil-
lion Americans between 
18-35 that could avail them-
selves of coverage if they 
so desired. Another 10 mil-

lion Americans earn over 
$75,000 a year, and could  
go out of pocket if they had 
a healthcare need. Bottom 
line — a truer number is 13 
million with no health cov-
erage.

Yet the socialists want to 
nationalize the entire health 
industry, currently 17 per-
cent of the GDP, to provide 
benefits to 4 percent of the 
U.S. population.  Medicine 
leads the way to socialist 
tyranny. They know it. 

Why do you think they 
have been pushing this 50-
60 years? The question is, 
do you know it?

You want reform, what 
about tort reform, which 
costs the private health-
care providers $124 billion 
a year for insurance, and 
another $30 billion for legal 
costs to scumbags like John 
Edwards.

Malpractice liability cost 
is 1 percent of GDP, and 
increases the cost of health-
care by approximately 7 
percent. These added costs 
deny health insurance cov-
erage to between 2.4 and 
4.3 million people accord-
ing to the Department of 
Human Services.

Any senior citizen with 
an IQ higher than a door-
knob or a fence post  should 
be unalterably opposed to 

the pending Obama Health 
Care Plan. Let’s see, mar-
keting is still looking for the 
ever-changing ideal name 
for The Plan — one that can 
best deceive the most of the 
ever and always assumed 
gullible sheeple.

It is no longer Demo-
crats vs. Republicans. It is 
American freedom vs. So-
cialist tyranny.

How do you stand sir or 
madam?

Ron Root
Vallemar

Editor’s Note: The Sept. 
7 Newsweek included in-
teresting commentary 
about the current plan for 
healthcare reform. The Pa-
cifica Tribune welcomes re-
sponses to Mr. Root’s point 
of view in the form of brief 
and civil letters to the edi-
tor.

What if?
Editor:
Wouldn’t it be nice if 

we had a fl ea market at 
Oceana High School again? 
Wouldn’t it be nice if people 
could come and sell things 
they no longer needed to 
earn money to pay bills?

Wouldn’t it be nice 
for stores in the area to 

have more people walking 
around and maybe gener-
ate new customers?

Wouldn’t it be nice for 
a local club to run the fl ea 
market and make money to 
help their many projects?

Wouldn’t it be nice for 
clubs and churches to rent 
a space and make their 
monies?

Wouldn’t it be nice to 
find real needed bargains 
to save money?

Let’s make it happen! 
Let’s talk to each other and 
help on another.

Jennie Pitsch
San Bruno

Editor’s Note: Jennie
Pitsch for many years ran 
a collectibles shop on Pal-
metto Avenue.

Health care 
reform

Editor:
Americans have been 

told Obamacare won’t 
cost any family anything 
unless their income is in 6 
digits and more. 

HR3200 cuts small busi-
ness health insurance de-
ductions from 100 percent
to 50 percent, where small 
business is one grossing 

under $250,000 annually. 
Our small business in-
come is under $100,000.

On Aug.23, I publicly 
asked Congresswoman
Speier about this contra-
diction. 

Her answer was her 
staff would have to look 
into it. To date, there has 
been no response.

When asked how 
Obamacare would help
me, the Congresswoman
replied that perhaps my 
Kaiser premiums would 
go up slower.

Next year, for two peo-
ple those monthly pay-
ments will total $18,000 
to $24,000 yearly.

Previously, her aid had 
told me the “reform” plan
wasn’t designed to help 
anyone but the insured. 
Yet we have been assured
Obamacare will help ev-
eryone and only the rich
will pay.

Is there anyone left 
who believes this?

Gayle Fried
Pacifica

Monterey
Cypress

Editor:
Last week, in David 

Marshall’s opinion piece, 

he repeatedly refers to 
the Monterey Cypresses
at Sharp Park golf course
as “endangered,” and ar-
gues that they should be 
protected. At one point 
he says the trees are “cur-
rently listed as more en-
dangered than the Red-
legged Frog.”

Any Pacifican can look 
out their window and see 
that these trees are ubiq-
uitous, and one of the 
most commonly planted 
on the California coast — 
in fact they are one of the 
most widely planted trees 
in the world.

They are however 
listed as threatened, and 
for good reason.

There are only two 
small stands of their na-
tive population remaining, 
in Point Lobos and Pebble
Beach. Most of their habi-
tat has been destroyed to 
make  housing and golf 
courses.

A chief culprit is Cy-
press Point golf course, 
which cut down a huge 
swath of native trees in 
the ‘20s.

The architect who de-
signed the course? You 
guessed it: Allister MacK-
enzie.

Ian Butler
Certified Arborist

Tribune Editor’s Apology
It seems I’ve violated our 

own Letters to the Editor 
policy. As the readers of 
Riptide have let me know 
most adamently.

Due to an editorial over-
sight, we inadvertently left 
three comments in Frank 
Cimo’s letter to the editor 
last week that people found 
offensive. First, Cimo refers 
to Daily Kos, Huffi ngton
Post, and John Maybury’s 
Pacifica Riptide blog as “the 
looney-left.”

Not only is “looney” a 
misspelling of “loony” but 
it is unacceptable language, 
according to our published 
guidelines (see policies at 
the top left of Page 10A), 
which prohibit name call-
ing and personal attacks

Admittedly, I initially 
regarded the term loony as 
being in the same vein as 
“radical right,” but as crit-
ics have correctly pointed 
out, by defi nition it means 
“crazy” as opposed to “ex-
treme.”

Hence, it was name call-
ing.

Second, Cimo refers 
to “you stool pigeons out 
there with the People’s Re-
public of Pacifi ca.” Again, 
this is defamatory, infl am-
matory language that many 
have pointed out to me has 
no place in our community 
newspaper.

Third, Cimo inappropri-
ately jokes that the White 
House can fi nd him at 
Fog City Java every morn-
ing “dressed in black with 
my back to the wall and a 
scowl on my face...I won’t 
be armed. My parole of-
ficer had me fork over my 
cache.”  With gun violence 
on everyone’s mind these 
days (Skyline College expe-
rienced a gun incident just 
last week: see today’s front 
page), we agree with critics 
that Cimo’s comments were 
in poor taste and out of line, 
much as the Transportation 
Safety Agency does not tol-
erate jokes about bombs in 

airports. Similarly, we think 
that the Secret Service 
might not look too kindly 
upon jokes about threaten-
ing the White House.

We apologize to Mr. 
Maybury and to our readers 
for this lapse in judgment, 
and we assure you that in 
the future we will more 
carefully screen all letters 
to the editor and other opin-
ion pieces to make sure that 
they do not violate our edi-
torial guidelines.

As an aside, those of 
us who know Frank Cimo 
agree that his particular 
brand of humor is not ap-
preciated by all but that 
he, in all likelihood, did not 
intend his commentary to 
upset and our fellow Paci-
ficans to such an extent. 
At least we hope that’s the 
case.

And while I’m at it, good 
luck and best wishes to Jef-
frey Simons and his fam-
ily in their new home in 
Texas.
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